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INTRODUCTION 

This Bibliography is part of a study conducted 
by Abt Associates Inc. for the National Science 
Foundation to evaluate the costs and benefits of 
public regulation of consumer financial services. 
The Bibliography is a compilation of studies related 
to the provision of consumer financial services with 
special emphasis on regulatory matters. In addition, 
many of the studies are abstracted. This Bibliography 
should serve as a research tool for scholars studying 
issues related to financial regulation. 

The Abt Associates study of regulation of con-
sumer financial services builds on the present know-
ledge of the impact of regulations. A vast number of 
studies have been done by academic scholars, by govern-
ment regulators and Congressional committees, and by 
industry economists. 

To bring together these diverse studies, we have 
searched through several indexes as well as through 
the citations of a large number of important studies. 
We have also directly requested lists of studies and 
abstracts from many scholars working in this area. 
We believe we have covered all major studies published 
since 1960, as well as most significant studies prior 
to that date. Any search procedure this large, however, 
is likely to involve omissions of important studies. 
No such omissions were intentional and we believe we 
have kept them to a minimum. 

We have organized the studies in broad categories 
to aid in literature searches by future scholars. 
Many studies will overlap into several.categories, 
especially at the level of disaggregation represented 
by this Bibliography. We have only listed studies in 
their major area and we suggest that researchers using 
this volume search through related topics as well as 
the specific topic under consideration. 

The selected abstracts were obtained from The 
Journal of Economic Literature or directly from the 
respective journals. In addition, some authors 
directly submitted abstracts. We have not abstracted 
articles ourselves. 
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