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Sticks and stones may break my bones
but names will never harm me.

Yeah, right. Sure. Who made that one up?

Janice Levy is a three-time
winner of Writer’s Digest
Magazine’s Best Literary Short
Story Contest, and the author
of Finding the Right Spot,
Totally Uncool, The Spirit of
Tío Fernando, and Abuelito

Eats With His Fingers. Janice teaches writing at
Hofstra University and lives in Merrick, New York.

Cynthia B. Decker is the
illustrator of Celebrate the Fire
Within, short-listed for the Top
Ten Recommended Books of
2002 by the Children’s Litera-
ture Association of Utah, and of
Everybody Makes Mistakes.

She lives in Modesto, California.

“…a novel approach in the anti-bullying campaign–
a book for offenders… Alley Oops can help bullies
understand the impact of their hurtful behavior and
the need to change.”
–Tom McIntyre, Ph.D.
  author of The Behavior Survival Guide for Kids

“…fun, progressive, excellent….”
–Allen and Carolyn Fisher
the only husband and wife World Champions
in the history of the sport of Arm Wrestling

Bullying is a worldwide problem with negative
lifelong consequences – for the bully as well as the
victim. Nearly everyone knows a bully, has been
bullied, or has bullied someone.

Alley Oops explores the painful and embarrassing
aftermath of name calling and bullying, from the
perspective of the bully. It’s a story about hurt and
anger, empathy and hope, resilience and ingenuity.
It’s about actions and consequences. And finally,
it’s about that “alley oops!” moment when a child
experiences the empowerment and self-esteem
that come from doing the right thing.

J.J. Jax is a bully. He calls Patrick names –
names like Pig-Pen and Porky – and now
Patrick is afraid to go to school.

When Mr. Jax finds out, he tells J.J. a story
about when he was a bully. Then he
explains about the two dogs inside us – one
bad and one good – that fight all the time.

“Which dog wins?” J.J. asks.

“The one you feed the most,” Mr. Jax
answers.
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To Rick, always in my heart. –JL

To the man who warms my feet and heart, Morris. –CBD


