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Maths is everywhere! 
The bodies of all animals 
whether they are fish or 
bird, or land animal - 
all are full of this 
amazing science. Maths is 
part of the way we grow 
and move and feed and 
protect ourselves.
 
Explore the maths that 
connects the small dung 
beetle to the hunting 
cheetah, or the spotted 
hyena to the honeybee.

And learn how maths 
can help to 
protect some 
animals from 
extinction.
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Gliding at angles
When a bird’s wings are stretched 
out it can glide. It’s the angle and 
shape of the wing that helps it do 
this. The shape allows air to move 
faster over the top creating less 
pressure. More pressure underneath 
pushes up.

Almost all birds 
share a most amazing skill 

- they can fly! They use their 
wings at special angles to move 
the air around them, so that it 
lifts and supports their bodies. 
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In the sky

Wings folding
A bird uses feathers as well as   
 strong muscles to fold, or flap, its 
  wings. When a bird’s wings flap, 
    they move against the air underneath.    
       This creates thrust that pushes 
         them through the air.

Up … u p … up … an d … away !


