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To Joshua A. Fishman

Our Teacher, Colleague and Friend

who has taught us
to walk with him by the light of the moon,

to assist marginalized language communities in their search for justice,
to do research that respects the complexity of languages in society,

to enjoy the beauty of ambiguity,
to be irritants in the oyster that is the world,

and above all, to share the pearls of the mind and of the heart with others.



Joshua A. Fishman at the Milbank Chapel of Teachers College, Columbia
University, April 6, 2005. © Maria Hodek Hamilton



Foreword

Old age isn’t what it used to be. Retirement is a word that has acquired a
plural and is now often used with an ordinal number: his first retirement,
his second retirement, and so on, a multi-step rite of passage, as it were.
How many retirements has Joshua A. Fishman celebrated over the years?
This time around, some of his disciples who have seen to it that these occa-
sions were observed in style by editing commemorative volumes and
festschrifts – four tomes on the occasion of his 65th birthday – are getting
ready to go into retirement themselves. But Joshua Fishman stands tall
giving the rest of us the impression that retirement is something that
happens once in a while, and when it’s over you go back to your desk. Yet
he doesn’t try to ignore the fleeting time. He would be the first to admit that
a busy week and a busy life have to be punctuated by moments of rest,
reflection and remembrance, and if and when there is a chance to celebrate
it must not be missed. It was only yesterday that he marked the longevity of
the International Journal of the Sociology of Language by editing a specially
enlarged one hundredth issue, but actually more than a decade has passed
since.

Again, we are in a celebratory mood and we must be grateful to Joshua A.
Fishman for providing the occasion, as well as to those who made sure it did
not pass unnoticed. Joshua Fishman’s scholarly reputation is firmly estab-
lished in the academic world (Gesellschaft) and does not require another
volume to prop it up; but in the community of his students and closer
colleagues (Gemeinschaft) there is a strong desire to pay tribute to a man who
has influenced their lives as much as the scholarly fields in which they have
made a name for themselves, be it Bilingual Education, the Sociology of
Language, Language Planning or Yiddish Studies. As becomes clear on the
pages of this book, Fishman is living testimony to the complex intertwining
of both of these ‘normal types of human association.’ In his work and in his
life he has always acknowledged both, which is the secret behind his success
in fathoming the depth of language as a social phenomenon and in inspiring
others to follow his lead. The subsequent essays by Ofelia García and Harold
Schiffman offer an overview of his scholarly achievements that is grounded
in the harmonization of the instrumental and the symbolic, embodying the
principles of Gesellschaft and Gemeinschaft. The result of their effort is as
useful as a guide to Fishman’s work as it is commendable and a fitting
homage for the occasion. Rakhmiel Peltz in his essay does as much for
Fishman’s work on Yiddish, and Gella, his devoted wife, gives us the most
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complete bibliography of his writings to date. One title is likely to be missing,
though, for not to be outdone even on this occasion, Fishman himself contrib-
utes an essay about ‘a man in the moon’ opening the door of his study a gap
and allowing us a view at the man behind all the titles.

Florian Coulmas
Tokyo, September 2005
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Fishmanian Sociolinguistics
(1949 to the Present)

OFELIA GARCÍA AND HAROLD SCHIFFMAN
with the assistance of Zeena Zakharia

They shall yield fruit even in old age;
vigorous and fresh shall they be.
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Growing pains: Sociolinguistics vs. sociology of language.
‘And never the twain shall meet?’ (1972a: 278)
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8 Language Loyalty, Continuity and Change
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