




Chris Thorogood

Illustrated by  
Catell Ronca

Peculiar
Perfectly

Plants



Publisher: Maxime Boucknooghe 
Editorial Director: Laura Knowles 
Art Director: Susi Martin

Text © Chris Thorogood 2018 
Illustrations © Catell Ronca 2018

Chris Thorogood and Catell Ronca have asserted their 
moral rights in accordance with the Copyright Designs 
and Patents Act 1988.

First published in 2018 by words & pictures 
An imprint of The Quarto Group 
The Old Brewery, 6 Blundell Street 
London, N7 9BH 
T: (0)20 7700 6700  F: (0)20 7700 8066 
www.QuartoKnows.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior 
permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated 
in any form of binding or cover other than that in which 
it is published and without a similar condition being 
imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A catalogue record for this book is available  
from the British Library.

ISBN: 978-1-78603-285-0

Manufactured in Shenzhen, China HH062018

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

For my niece, Holly, who I hope 
will grow to love peculiar plants.
C. T.

To my mum, Catherine, who loved 
colours and flowers and who gifted 
me her talent.
C. R.

The publishers would like to thank 
Richard Mabey for his contribution 
to the development of this book.

Digital edition:  978-1-78603-7-107
Hardcover edition: 978-1-78603-2-850

http://www.QuartoKnows.com


CONTENTS
What’s so great about plants?	 4
Giant waterlily				    6
Pebble plant				    8
Queen of the night cactus		  10
Sundew					     12
How do plants get energy?		  14
Strangler fig				    16
Saguaro cactus				    18
Pitcher plant				    20
Baobab tree				    22
Living side by side			   24
Ant plant					     26
Tank bromeliad				    28
Tree shrew toilet pitcher		  30
Bucket orchid				    32
Can plants talk?				   34

Mopane					     36
Dead horse arum				   38
Bee orchid					     40
Rafflesia					     42
Why do plants have flowers?	 44
Burdock					     46
Titan arum					    48
Sea bean					     50
Can plants move?			   52
Venus flytrap				    54
Squirting cucumber			   56
Resurrection plant			   58
Air plant					     60
Protecting plants			   62
Index						     64



4 

WHAT’S SO GREAT  

		  ABOUT PLANTS? 

It’s a good thing, then, that plants are such 

extraordinary survivors. They grow in just about 

every habitat you can imagine, from frozen arctic 

cliffs to the driest deserts. They come in all shapes 

and sizes. Their unique features help them find 

food, attract pollinators and spread their seeds.

We depend on plants for our very existence.  
They produce the oxygen we breathe and the 
food we eat. Plants are even used to make 
medicine and clothes! 



WHAT’S SO GREAT  

		  ABOUT PLANTS?      Fossils show that some of the first flowers looked like magnolias.

So get ready to discover a world 
of perfectly peculiar plants. This 
book tells their story...

Not all plants are as innocent as they look!  

Some plants have evolved crafty and unusual  

ways to survive. Some have leafy jaws which lie  

in wait for unsuspecting insect prey. Others 

mimic rotting animal flesh to attract flies.  

Some plants even steal their food from the  

roots of other plants!


