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DARTH VADER

THE MAN BEHIND THE MASK

Darth Vader is the greatest villain in movie history! At least, that is, according
to countless movie lists across print and digital media. The truth is, of course,
a little more complicated. As George Lucas’ epic saga unfolded over the
years, the truth about Darth Vader was slowly revealed. No longer was this
particular Dark Lord of the Sith an out-and-out bad guy; here was a character
much more complicated, and much more nuanced than he first appeared.
With numerous actors adding to James Earl Jones and David Prowse’s
original first impression, Vader has become richer and more relatable over
the years, beginning with the moment when Luke Skywalker confronted his
father, face to actual face, during the closing moments of Return of the Jedi.
Writer Tricia Barr specializes in unpacking the characters of the
Star Wars saga. Her skill at making us understand their place within the
larger mythology by drawing on academia and classic sources illustrates
why Star Wars is such an enduring modern myth in its own right.
Still the most iconic character in the entire saga—and cinema’s most
recognizable, Barr says—Darth Vader casts a massive shadow over
modern storytelling, and this piece helps us see why.—Jonathan Wilkins

Tricia Barr is a novelist who has contributed to Star Wars Insider magazine,
most notably on the “Hero’s Journey” series of features. She can also be found
discussing Star Wars extensively on her blog, fangirlblog.com. She is one of the
co-authors of Ultimate Star Wars, published by Dorling Kindersley in 2015, and
author of the award-winning novel, Wynde.
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MAY 2013

THIS MONTH, FAR, FAR AWAY....

Star Wars: Kanan #1: “The Last
Padawan, Part I: Fight” released

Return of the Jedi Read-Along
Storybook and CD released

William Shakespeare’s The
Phantom of Menace: Star Wars
Part the First released

LEGO Star Wars in 100 Scenes
released

Star Wars Rebels: Fight the Empire
released

Star Wars: Darth Vader #4:
“Vader, Part IV” released

The Star Wars saga is released
in high-definition with special
features on digital platforms such
as iTunes and Google Play Movies

Star Wars Epic Yarns: A New Hope,
The Empire Strikes Back, and

Return of the Jedi released

Star Wars: Celebration Anaheim
held in Anaheim, California

Star Wars: Lords of the Sith by
Paul S. Kemp released

Ultimate Star Wars released

Darth Vader and Friends
by Jeffrey Brown released




THE MAN BEHIND THE

IN HER ONGOING SERIES ABOUT THE STAR WARS CHARACTERS WHO HAVE
LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON MYTHIC STORYTELLING, ULTIMATE STAR WARS
CO-AUTHOR TRICIA BARR TAKES A PEEK INSIDE DARTH VADER’S HEAD.

THE MONSTER
IN OUR HEADS
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VADER’S BEST MOMENTS ARE THE ONES THAT
REVEAL THAT HE IS NOT SIMPLY RAGE-FILLED
AND INDISCRIMINATELY EVIL.

MACHINE TO MAN N

Opposite page, from
top: Obi-Wan ries to
reason with an already
lost Anakin; as the
armor falls into place,
Darth Vader s fully
born; taking a step
back as he serves under
Grand Moff Tarkin
aboard the Death Star;
the Empire’s brutal
enforcer during his
mission on Cloud City,
which soon turns

very personal.

This page, from top:
The Dark Lord's torture
of Han Solo shows how
far the former Jedi has
shifted from the ideals

of the Jedi Order.













THE FORCE EXPLORED

JEDI VS SITH

The Force is one of the central concepts in the Star Wars saga, so when
Star Wars: The Clone Wars probed its meaning with a metaphysical story
arc set on the netherworld of Mortis, it felt like a good time to investigate
this “mystical energy field” in Insider. The unenviable task of writing this
piece fell to Daniel Wallace, author of countless reference books—Star Wars
and otherwise—who is a regular contributor to Insider, previewing the latest
books and comics every issue. Quite simply, what Dan doesn’t know about
Star Wars isn’t worth knowing.

I really liked the way Dan broke down the assorted Force powers in this
feature, and while it sheds some light on Star Wars’ biggest mysteries, it
leaves plenty of room for debate and discussion.—Jonathan Wilkins

Daniel Wallace is a comic-book expert and author/co-author of numerous books
including Star Wars: The Jedi Path, Star Wars: Book of Sith, Star Wars: The
Bounty Hunters Code, and the New York Times bestseller, Star Wars: The New
Essential Guide to Characters. He also contributed 3,000 trivia questions for
Star Wars Trivial Pursuit.
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FEBRUARY 2011

THIS MONTH, FAR, FAR AWAY....

Star Wars: The Clone Wars:
“Nightsisters” aired

Star Wars: Knight Errant:
“Aflame 4" released

Star Wars: The Clone Wars:
“Monster” aired

Star Wars: The Clone Wars:
R2 to the Rescue released

Star Wars: The Clone Wars:
“Witches of the Mist” aired

Star Wars: Knight Errant released

Star Wars: Darth Vader and
the Lost Command 1 released

Star Wars: Legacy:“"War 2"
released

Star Wars: The Clone Wars:
“Overlords” aired







OF THE

“MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU™ ISN'T JUST THE JEDI BENEDICTION—IT'S A PHRASE THAT WAS VOTED ONE
OF THE AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE'S TOP 10 MQVIE QUOTES OF ALL TIME. BOTH AN ENERGY FIELD CREATED
BY ALL LIVING THINGS AND AN INESCAPABLE POP CULTURE PHENOMENON, THE FORCE IS HERETO STAY.
NOW, AS STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS REVEALS NEW INFORMATION ABOUT THE FORCE IN THE MORTIS
STORY ARC, WE EXPLORE THE POWER USED BY BOTH THE JEDI AND THE SITH! WORDS: DAN WALLACE



