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General Introduction

When work began on the Index of Middle English Prose in 1977, it was agreed that 
the first step towards the preparation of a comprehensive index would be a series of 
detailed descriptions of the Middle English prose in various major repositories. Each of 
these Handlists is designed as a self-contained volume. Each includes a full listing of all 
Middle English prose items, and full indexing of the majority. A few general features of 
the Handlist should be noted:

1. Each Handlist provides, in the order of the library’s shelfmarks, a listing of all pieces 
of Middle English prose in the collections. Certain categories of material are noted, but 
not indexed. These include letters and all legal or quasi-legal documents – deeds, inden-
tures, and other such documents. The existence of such documents is, however, noted as 
they occur.

2. Macaronic materials appear in an Appendix and are recorded only by opening lines.
3. Each item in the manuscript is identified by an arabic numeral placed within square 

brackets at the head of the entry. Each manuscript has an independent sequence of numbers. 
The identifying number is followed by opening and closing lines of the text, located by 
the folios on which they occur. In citing folios, numerals without further indication denote 
rectos; a and b thus indicate the first and second columns of rectos (va and vb for the same 
columns on versos). Normally at least fifty words at the beginning of the text appear and 
at least twenty at the end. Acephalous and atelous texts are treated as normal texts except 
that they are preceded and/or followed by three dots (…) to indicate incompleteness.

4. Transcriptions represent the ‘final text version’ with marginal and interlinear correc-
tions indicated, although with no notice of cancellations and expunctions. Abbreviations 
have been silently expanded to accord with the normal full forms of the text. Z, when it 
represents z, has been transcribed as z. Word-division is editorial, and only the opening 
word is capitalized (i.e. ff has been normalized). Within the transcription, a solidus marks 
the boundary between two folios or columns.

5. Insofar as these can be differentiated with any confidence from the incipit and explicit 
of the actual text, opening and/or closing rubrics, shorn of the conventional ‘Incipit’ or 
‘Here begynneth,’ are recorded within quotation marks. All such manuscript titles are from 
initial rubrics, except as noted; alternative sources of titles include RT (running title), col 
(the colophon or explicit), and tab (heading of ms. table of contents). Following this data 
full bibliographical details are given: italicized, the normal modern title, where one exists; 
references to standard bibliographical authorities and editions, a description of the work (if 
unpublished) and the opening lines of important divisions within longer unpublished texts, 
and references to other manuscripts or to relevant bibliographical sources. Other manu-
scripts are cited in a fixed order: mss. in London (BL first, other libraries alphabetically), 
mss. in Oxford (BodL first), mss. in Cambridge (CUL first), mss. in other English libraries 
(alphabetically by location), mss. in Scotland, mss. in Wales, mss. in Ireland, mss. in the 
U.S., mss. in Europe, mss. in Asia, mss. in Australia. Texts are located by initial folio only; 
absence of a folio reference indicates that the work occupies the full ms.

6. Certain categories of material, notably groups of sermons and groups of recipes, 
pose particular problems. We have sought to index each sermon separately, but have not 
attempted this for groups of recipes, giving instead the openings of the initial three recipes 
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and the concluding lines of the final one. Individual recipes in main text-hands are tran-
scribed; those added by later users of the manuscripts are simply noted.

7. Each Handlist closes with an index, the raw material for the eventual Index of 
Middle English Prose. The index lists, in strictly alphabetical order (i and y, u and v are 
separated; y for þ appears with þ under th; ʒ appears after g), all incipits, all explicits in 
reverse order, and all manuscript rubrics. Separate listings provide, as needed, incipits and 
reverse explicits for acephalous and atelous texts.

8. Our aim is to include all Middle English prose materials composed between c.1200 
and c.1500. There are obvious difficulties with establishing either date with any certainty 
in most instances, particularly as they involve the latter terminus. For the earlier one, we 
have tended to include anything not described in N. R. Ker’s Catalogue of Manuscripts 
Containing Anglo-Saxon (Oxford: Clarendon, 1957). For the latter one, we have sought to 
err on the side of a generous inclusiveness, feeling that it is better to include some works 
which might not belong rather than risk omitting them. We also include all post-medieval 
transcripts of relevant Middle English works.

A. S. G. Edwards 
General Editor

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
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Introduction

While the inspiration – and the first donations – for a university library at Oxford may 
be traced back to Duke Humfrey of Gloucester in the fifteenth century1 and the impetus 
for the restoration of the space above the Divinity School and the origins of the current 
collection, of course, to the philanthropic leadership of Sir Thomas Bodley in the late 
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries,2 the prominence of the Bodleian Library as 
an archival repository was only fully established by the number, size, and importance of 
donations that came to the library in the course of the seventeenth century. Among the 
first were those of the Earl of Essex,3 Thomas Roe, the Earl of Pembroke’s Barocci manu-
scripts, Sir Kenelm Digby, and Archbishop William Laud;4 later came those of Robert 
Burton, John Selden, and Lord Fairfax.5 Along with these came other important, but less 
noteworthy, additions among which are the Hatton and e Musaeo collections, the subject 
of this handlist.

The Hatton manuscripts are associated with the Hatton family that traces its lineage 
to Sir Christopher Hatton (1540–1591), a courtier and confidant of Queen Elizabeth I, 
who served as Chancellor of England and Chancellor of Oxford University.6 While Sir 
Christopher was himself a patron of literature (Edmund Spenser gave him a copy of the 
Faerie Queene), the family interest in books and antiquarian matters rests primarily with 
Sir Christopher’s cousin and eventual heir, the first Baron Hatton of Kirby (1605–1670).7 

Prior to the civil war, and his eventual involvement in political affairs on the royalist 
side, Hatton had been engaged with a number of scholars, including William Dugdale, 
in collecting and transcribing medieval records.8 As part of this endeavor, Hatton had 
borrowed a number of manuscripts – many of them from monastic or cathedral libraries, 
especially from Worcester Cathedral Library.9 It is from such activity that some of the 
most notable Hatton manuscripts came into his hands. The civil war and his exile in 
France interrupted this work, but the manuscripts remained in his possession, even after 
his return to England. When he died in 1670, his manuscripts, with the exception of four 
Anglo-Saxon codices that remained in the possession of the Hatton family,10 were sold 

1 A. C. de la Mare and R. W. Hunt, Duke Humfrey and English Humanism in the Fifteenth Century, 
Catalogue of an Exhibition held in the Bodleian Library Oxford (Oxford, 1970), p. 1.

2 Ian Philip, The Bodleian Library in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, The Lyell 
Lectures, Oxford 1980–1981 (Oxford, 1983), pp. 6–7.

3 Philip, p. 10.
4 A Summary Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, Vol. 1: Histor-

ical Introduction and Conspectus of Shelf-Marks, ed. R. W. Hunt (Oxford, 1953), p. xi.
5 Philip, pp. 33, 47, 57.
6 ODNB.
7 ODNB.
8 Sir Christopher Hatton’s Book of Seals, eds. L. C. Lloyd and D. M. Stenton, Northants Record 

Society 15 (1950).
9 I. Atkins and N. R. Ker, Patrick Young’s Catalogus Librorum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae 

Wigorniensis (Cambridge, 1944), pp. 14–17.
10 These were Junius manuscripts 22, 23, 24, 99, which subsequently were donated to the library 

in 1675.


