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Foreword 
 

Stephen Mudge 
 
 

The world of Environmental Forensics is full of interesting 
people, real-world cases and techniques and many of these 
came together at Cambridge in August 2014 to showcase the 
state of the art. INEF was formed to provide a platform for 
practitioners to get together, physically and virtually, to 
advance our specialties. We had a meeting in St. John’s 
College, Cambridge in 2011 and this was very successful 
both scientifically and socially hence our desire to go back 
to this location. I am pleased to say that both the location 
and weather delivered for us again and we had a great 
meeting. We had 85 participants from more than 15 
countries with 45 presentations and workshop sessions; we 
are grateful to all those who made the journey to Cambridge 
to share their experiences and knowledge.  

 INEF is a charitable organisation under the Royal Society of Chemistry umbrella and 
we always endeavour to keep the costs as low as possible to cover the expense to running the 
event. Additionally, we try and support younger members of our community with reduced 
rates, where possible. We are exceptionally grateful to the companies that have sponsored us 
and enabled us to provide these lower rates and the activities at the meetings. In 2014, we wish 
to acknowledge; Restek, Markes international, Shimadzu, Thermo, JSB and RSCfor their new 
and continued support for us – please continue to view their websites and use their services 
when appropriate. 

 As practitioners of Environmental Forensics, we have an impressive armoury of tools 
available to us to do everything from identification of the sources, apportion responsibility, 
age date releases, determine “damage” and answer any manner of related questions. I find 
when talking to people new to our work, they are always amazed at what is now possible and 
your work, presentations and publications are a great way of getting this over to the outside 
community. It was not too long ago that we were unable to identify what was under the UCM 
hump in a GC trace – not only can we identify what is there now, we can use this to tell us a 
whole lot more about the processes in the environment. These and other great innovations are 
what make EF such an exciting area to work. 

 I would like to that all those who organised and facilitated the meeting and invite you 
to join us for our next meeting in Toronto, 2015. 
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