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for my mom







1. MY NAME IS SOYEON

N




FLOWER SHOP

You stupid moron
| should be the
one reporting you

You stupid moron
| should be the
one reporting you

Go clean people's shit
like you always do

and keep your filthy
hands off Jongseok!




Where are you?
You're dead, assholel
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Christ, | gotta work

I'm at the in the merning.

Five-way,

Don't you
dare mowve,

Bul she's re-
ally pissing

me offl -
o
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| gotta work
tomorrow. but
| can’t sleep,

I've got nothing saved
up for retirement. All |
hove is this home,
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And at this age too..
Wy Future looks blealk.

o

Am | a difficult person?
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Maybe my name is to
blame for everything.




My real name is Lee Sunshim, It was | never liked it thuugh, so after my
my late Father who'd named me. youngest was born, | started going
by a different name: Lee Soyeon,
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But | suppose it all began before Whe

; n | was twenty, my mom set me
that. | got married too young, Ever ; .
since, fve had a string of bad luck, up with someone From Seoul

| thought he was handsome, but | told
my moem | wasn't interested.

He looks like a
plebory. He's gonna
be trouble,

Mom adored him from
the beginning.




Then one day, he come all the
way to Mokpa to see me,

| couldn't eal more than a bite of
my noodles, | was too nervous
to moke o sound,

| think
he likes

When we finished
the movie, it was
almost midnight.

Damn!
IFs curfew

He suggested that we stoy
together that night, since
our parents Enew aboul us.

| was scared,

Promise
me that's all [
we'll da, /%

| followed him into a maotel only after
he'd giver me his word,

I trembled all night long.
| was so naive.

*Originally imposed al the end of World War I, the nationwide

midnight-tod am, curfew was lifted in 1952,



Three days later, we got engaged
and moved into a ting studio
apartment in Seoul.

Everything went downhill
From there.
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kimchi stew? |

Thrae months later, | was preg-
rant with my First daughter. And
on my fourth month in Seoul, my
mother-in-law came to visit.

I've got a daughter-in-
low now, IE's finally my
turn to take it easy,

Dearie,
why don't
you come
™, live with

want to go.

She got what she
wanted arnywoay.

We didn't even hove a
TV. Wherever | heard

| looked after my
in-laws for almost
a year, living apart
From my husband.

the train, | couldn't
help but cry.




When | was eight months pregrant,
my Falher-indaw went to Seoul.

| heard him and his wife talking,.
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Oh, you're
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Emny That little shit's
1 been sleeping
gy with the secretary.
- | beat some

sense info him

| wanted o end my life right there.

A month after my daughter was born,
we held a small marriage ceremany
and | moved bock to Seoul.

Since we didn't hove enough money,
we borrowed 700,000 won from his
parents to rent a room.

¢ Thisis a
| fresh start,

homney.

We lived on his monthly salary
of 90,000 won,

They soy they've
never mel anyone
maore friagall




We moved five times before we
could afford to buy a L000-square-
foolt house with three rooms,

We rented out two of the rooms
while our Family of five lived in
the master bedroom.

We scrimped and saved until we didn't
have to rent cul the rooms anymore,
The kids finally had their own space,

Life was hard, but we
were happy.

Then, after the youngest was born,
my husband started gambling.

| swear I'm going
to break your
fingers.

I told you I'll
stop. Relax.

Back then, | was still attending mass,
I my husband didn't come hame
before midnight...

| cried and prayed, waiting up
for him.




But it wasn't long before
he got hooked on pachinke
and ended up gambling
away the piano,

It only got worse

after thal,

Just when we managed to
pay off one debt, there'd
be ancther...and ancther...
We paid off his debts
twenty limes,

Every time he racked up a
new debt, | felt like | was

lasing my mind.

| was young and didn't krow
any better. | just wanted to
ael back ab him,

This is XX Bank.
We're calling
aboul o loan
your husband
has with ws.

Thern one night, he lost thirty million
wan fo poker, The day after that, he
lost ancther thirty million,

il cut wp
all my credit
cards,




| felt hopeless. When we were
paying off the pachinko debt, I'd
held it together for the kids' sake.

Bul now there was this poker debt,
and we'd already cleaned out the
kids' savings.
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| youl Then

| didr't howve the strength to Fight him. | had
no idea how we were going to survive,

Hey, the
kids are
[, watching.

If we last the house, the five
of us would have to live in a
OFETOoMm again...

What are
we going
to do?

There's got to
be a way we
can keep this
house...




Meanwhile, my husband dumped
everylhing on me and snored the
night oway,

| wanted to strangle him,

For the next five years, unless it
waos bo pay off his debt, | saved
everylhing he brought home,

Then one day, | got a call from a
friend who ran a karaoke bar,

Coanyou |
help out
in the

kite hen?

Every evening on my way to work, |

would lock out at the Han River and
wonder when this would all be over
so | could stop werking nights.,

It hurt my pride to cook
and clear for all the
airls thera,
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It's doesn't maltter if they're

But | put up with it for the kids,

college profs. When they're
drunk, they're all pricks,

Cof,
that really

When I'd finally finish work early in the
marning, my husbend would pick me up

in his company car fo save on fare

If enly you hadn't Woman,
starled gambling will yous give
it a rasty?

| quit the night job when our debt
was down to aboul a million won,

And wanting to get back
at my husband...

Lel's howe
some funl

| 5ta.'rt9d learning ballroor dancing
with my Friends.

There, | met someone,

ls there anything

Don't worry. you warna eat?

Everything
will be all
right.

For six years he was good fo me.




| regrat it all now. A self-respecting Then .mwbe td ST.m ba
| fell as if I'd woman would have :'ar;:;efi 'ﬁnd "E'Y hfﬂd
betrayed my kids. t her family first... ouldn L hove Turne
etrayed my kids Pl r family firs out this wey.
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My dance partner made me

i feel a little better, but | was so
him, | probably burdened by all the debts.

The thing is, )
| couldn’t forgive If I'd stayed with
my husband,

would have golten

I evertually got tired of him
sick and died,

Sorry,
it's not you,
it's me...

By the time | decided to devote mysell Sowe got a diverce,
to my Family again, my husband was
seeing someone else,

daing with that
worman? 7

Can't believe
if's been ten
years since the
divarce.,,




2. THE SUCKER PUNCH




OR YOUr Way
here? Koy,

| guess
he's drunk




My boyfriend’s coming over.
Keep it down.

T

Having my grown
son ot home is really
cramping my style,

| started seeing Jongseck ten years ago,
around the time | opened a small bor,

It was the first time I'd done anylhing
ke that,

The oldest son of a poor family, he
grew up wilh an alcoholic father, Still,
he managed to get through college.

He was on his way home when he got
a lock al my ass and followed me,
We became lovers after that.




he was the monager of the Ploza Club
and even a presidentiul secretary al
the Blue House,*

Now ke works as o waiter af a night-
club, but when he was younger...

I've got lots of friends who are | did prefty well
lawyers and prosecutors, but U'm not back then. There's no
embarrassed about whal | do. way bo tell if

any of this is true,
but he is smart...

Bul | married the wrong Ilet all the decenlt girls She'd been following
womarn, She ruined my life. from eollege go and me around for
settled for her... two years.

/
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I got drunk and made the | | | wanted to meet a smart, | guess his wife isn't
mistake of sleeping with interesting woman and smart or interesting...
her. She got pregnant, spend the rest of my

so | married her. doys with her. ..

*The Blue Howuse is the official residence and workplace of the president of South Korea,



He still lives wilth his wife, but
they act like they re diverced,

Before we met, his wife got sucked
inte a pyramid scheme and rocked
up eighty milllon won in debt.

He alse found out she'd slept

That's when he started hitting

with an old friend of hers. the bottle.
I'm lefting h/m —A
heer stay for | hos helped |
the kids’ | [ — alot,
——

The past five years with him
hove been happy,

We're henest with each other. There's
no pressure, It's comfortable,

do the jitter-

bug, you move

your hands
like this.




Bul somelimes he's loo honest,

You call
yourself
o mom ¢

What howve you
ever done for
your kids?

And though he's frugal and thoughtiul

Itisn't much, but
pul this toward your
hospital bill,
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about himself and his kids,

I
‘ ...k ullimately only cares

SOrry.

I'm going
shopping
with my kids
famorrow.

And sometimes there
were other women...

| slept with a Chinese¥orean
woman the other doy.

| tried to end il
o few times,

Bul because of love, ..

Did you
change
your door
code? /
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What the hell?
That bitch
Gyeong-a

changed her

mind again?

/ x'x

Fine then!

See you in front

of the White

Howuse at eight,
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Kyaah— Nice,




are getfing
it shyl

The noodles
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Y Lemme
Just Finish

i this.

| said the noodles
are getting mushy!

All right,
I'm com-

ing!

Is that all you
core aboul—
video games?




You're thirty years old

and you don't even

hove a jobl Stop

using the band as
an excusel

All you do is stay cooped
up in your room
playing aames!

First you break up with
your girlfriend, and now
you plan on living with
your mother forever?

Why don't you stop
seeing that lush
boyfriend of yours?

Didn't he come over
drunk a few daoys
ago? Yikes, Ma,

Be quiet.

{ Commies this,
commies thal...
What an old

You better shut upl You wanna
see my blood pressure get so
high it damages my eyes?




What does all this
English mean?

GYEONG-A
| wish you
the best of
everything
this year.

That bitch is always
She's just wishing showing off.

you well this year.

___|_\q_ _

Ful the Food

in the fridge

when you're
done,

We're going to a nightclub tonight,
It's been o long time since we've
had a ladies’ night oul.




