




This book 
is presented in the 

traditional Japanese manner 
and is meant to be read from right 

to left. The cover at the opposite end is 
considered the front of the book. 

To begin reading, please flip over and start at 
the other end, making your way “backward” 

through the book, starting at the top right 
corner and reading the panels (and the 

word balloons) from right to left. 
Continue on to the next row 

and repeat.
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Umi Zato are giant water spirits who look like  
the ghosts of blind biwa players, strolling across 
the ocean waves. They are generally seen in north-
ern Japan near Iwate prefecture, and appear near 
the end of each month. Umi Zato attack fishermen 
and ships at sea. They are sometimes big enough to 
swallow whole ships in one bite! 

Wanyudo are the spirits of monks who have 
fallen from the righteous path. After death, they 
are cursed into to the shape of an oxcart wheel. 
They roll through the streets of Japan on certain 
nights of the year, dragging to hell anyone  
unlucky enough to cross their paths.



Nurarihyon,  a slippery spirit whose true 
nature is hard to pin down, is the self-styled  
“Supreme Commander of the Yokai.” He is an  
urban yokai with a mysterious air of authority. 
Nurarihyon comes into your house and orders 
you around, acting like an important guest. He 
drinks all your best tea, eats all your best food, 
then struts out the door. Only after he is gone and 
the spell is broken do you realize you have been  
a victim of Nurarihyon.

Odoro Odoro  hide their terrifying faces  
under long hair, and only come out when they 
are ready to strike. They use their hair like long 
straws to drink people’s blood. A rare yokai  
created by science, the Odoro Odoro was acci-
dently conjured by a greedy man trying to invent 
a cure for baldness.

O n i  are as old as Japan, and come in many 
shapes and sizes. The oldest Oni were invisible 
spirits that caused disease and disaster. In the 
sixth century, contact with India and monsters 
called Rakshasa influenced Oni—they gained 
bodies with red skin and horns. Modern Oni work 
various jobs in hell. They can be naughty or nice, 
depending on their moods. Watch out if you ever 
meet one! You never know what you’ll get! 

Sara Kozo is one of the many species of  
Japanese water spirits called kappa. Sara Kozo 
are dangerous monsters. They are covered in hair 
and have a mouthful of sharp teeth like a saw. 
Their most powerful weapon is their plate-like 
head, which can be fired in attack or used as a lens.



Datsui Baba blurs the line between common 
yokai and deities. She is a guardian of hell, and 
one of the servants of Emma-O, the dreaded king 
of hell and judge of the dead. Datsui Baba guards 
the Sanzu River, where the dead cross into the  
afterlife. With each new arrival, Datsui Baba strips 
their clothes and weighs them. If the person was 
poor, they cross a bridge over the river. But if they 
were rich, they have to struggle across where the 
river is deepest.

Dracula IV is a western yokai who comes from 
Hungary, and is the fourth descendent of the famous 
bloodsucker, Dracula. He is over three hundred  
years old, and fled to Japan on a false passport after 
he was revealed as a vampire in his home country.

Funa Yurei are ghosts of people who died 
at sea. They appear at night, during rain and 
heavy fog, and try to drag people under the wa-
ter to join their ranks. Funa Yurei often ask for a 
wooden spoon, and if you give them one, they 
fill up your boat to drown you. The best way to 
escape from them is to give them a spoon with 
holes in it so they can’t ladle water into your ship.

Jakotsu Baba is also known as the Old Snake- 
Bone Woman, and is a mysterious yokai from 
Funkan-koku, China. Legend says when her hus-
band died, Jakotsu Baba transformed into a yokai 
to stand guard over his grave. Jakotsu Baba is  
terrible to behold. A blue snake slithers in her 
right hand and a red snake in her left. Nobody 
knows exactly what she wants, only that she is 
one dangerous yokai! 



What are Yokai?
You’ll meet many different kinds of yokai in the pages of Kitaro, but it’s not  
easy to describe exactly what that means. The word is difficult to translate, 
meaning something like “mysterious phenomenon.” Yokai as a term encom-
passes monsters, spirits of rivers and mountains, deities, demons, goblins, 
apparitions, shape-changers, magic, ghosts, animals, and all manner of 
mysterious occurrences. There are good yokai and bad yokai, and some that 
are in between.

Some yokai are very old, with histories longer than civilization. Some are young, 
and have only appeared in the past couple of years. Some were once human 
beings who fell under a curse or otherwise changed, while some—like Kitaro 
and his father Medama Oyaji—were born yokai and have always been yokai. 

Many are from Japan, but others are from China, Korea, India, or countries 
like Romania, the UK, Canada, the USA—or even outer space. Yokai can be 
legendary figures from folklore or urban legends, or characters from books 
or movies. They can come from anywhere. They can look like anything. Yokai 
can be giant monsters, unnatural plants, winds, or earthquakes. They can be 
visible or invisible.

Perhaps the best definition is to say that anything that can not readily be  
understood or explained, anything mysterious and unconfirmed, can be yokai.



YOKAI FILES 

BY ZACK DAVISSON





Does it 
matter?

They both 
lost.

You seem 
better…

Well, I was 
stuck in that 
ball.

But my 
friends the 

crows pecked 
me free.

And your soul 
returned to 
your body?

how 
cool.

yeah, But you 
might want to 
stay away from 
yokai in the 
future. they’re
dangerous for 
humans.	

Go back to Tokyo 
and practice mak-
ing comics. Maybe 
you’ll make it big 

someday. 

Maybe…He did 
what 
Kitaro 
said.

Kitaro headed 
off into the 
world for 
more yokai 
adventures.
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The two monsters 
lunge at each other 
without a moment’s 

hesitation.

Equally matched, the 
two struggle violently 

for ten minutes,  
then fall silent.

Wrapped 
tight in 

a perfect 
ball.

Who 
won?
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The Odoro Odoro 
laid its trap in this 

isolated boarding house 
like a spider with a web. 

But now it has caught 
something unexpected. Odoro 

Odoro versus Dracula! 
Locked in a battle not seen 

for a thousand years…

And what will 
become of poor 
Kitaro’s soul, 
floating away 
in the sky…
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Cartoonist, Do 
you draw horror 
stories…?

Who 
there?

Interrupt 
my dinner.

Open the 
door.

Who  
is it?

Just a 
moment.
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Kitaro, 
till the 
end of 
time…

You do 
as I say.

I can’t…I can’t…

I can’t sleep 
a wink.

Good 
evening.

H…hello.
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Father!!

Kitaro! 
Hang on, 

boy!!

Now you 
go in the 
bottle.

There.
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To use as 
I will.

However, as long as I have 
his soul, people like you will 

try to take it from me.

I need to keep it somewhere 
safer, like floating high in  
the sky in a plastic bubble.

Help 
me!!
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Release 
me!

I know why you 
are here. Kitaro 

told me.

You think you 
can take back 

his soul…

Never…

Kitaro will be 
my slave.

Forever…
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What are 
you doing?

Oouuch.

I have to get  
Kitaro’s soul back.  

And right away.

But 
how?

And 
where…

I’ll get a 
better look 

from the 
ceiling.

Now.

There!

This isn’t 
good.

No!
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