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YEM, GIVE [T A REST. YOU'LL BE
TOO BUSY SEEING THE REAL THING

SHoulD
| JUsT LEAVE
THESE BEHIWND

IF THAT's WHAT [T TAKES
TO GUARANTEE THAT You Don'T
COME BACK A BRAIWWASHED,
RAGING ZIoNIST, READY To DUMP
YOUR, " GoY " BOYFRIEND, THEN
IT WAS WoRTH IT.

OKAY, JAMIL, I'M READY To GO
THERE AND DISCOVER THE TRUTH
BEHIND THIS WHOLE MESS oNCE AND
For ALL. IT'LL ALL BE cRYSTAL
CLEAR 84 THE TIME | COME BACK!

T
| KNOW I'VE BEEN A LITTLE r
FIATED oN THIS STUFF For
THE FAST MoNTH--

MONTH BND A HALF.

--RIGHT. WELL, | HOD A
LoT To CATCH UP oN. AND |
NEEDED To BE PREPIRED FOR
WHATEVER PROPAGANDA THEY
TRY AND THROW AT ME!

[ WoNDERFUL! THAT MEANS
WE WoN'T HAVE To TALK | |
ABOUT [T ANYMORE, RIGHT?

| DoN'T THINK

Am o wew
v w ml




BYCUSE ME, IS THIS THE 1SRAEL
EXPERTS BIRTHRIGHT GROUP?

Eur& 15! WHAT'S YOUR, NPMB

HEY THERE! ['M SHARON AND
I'LL. BE YOUR GROUP LEADER.

SARAH...SARAH GLIDDEN? YEP, HERE

| You ARE. OKAY, WHY DoN'T You Go

AHERD AND GET QUESTIONED S0
You CaN CHECK W7

YEAH, EL AL HAS A REALLY RIGID SECURITY
PROCETURE. THEY PRETTY MUCH ASK You
FOR. YOUR, WHOLE LIFE STORY AS 4 JEW.

THEY EVEN ASKED ME WHAT MY FAVORITE
Hol.DKY 15 THE LAST TIME | WENT TO
; |SRAEL.

ALL RIGHT THEN. HEY,
HAS MY FRIEND
MELISSA CHECKED W
YET? MELISSA SHAW?

MELISSA? YEM], SHE'S HERE. SHE
GOT RED-FLAGGED, SHE DIDN'T
n KNOW HER HEBREW NAME.

(" 15 SHE DOWG YoGA? ’

I'M REALLY TRYING VERY
HARD To MAINTRIN MY LOVE
RIGHT NoW, FoCUsING oW IT AND
TRYING NOT To DISLIKE 1SRAELLS.

I'M. REALLY. TRYING.

NoEBoDY TolD ME THEY WoulD
BE ASKING ME THESE KINDs oF
QUESTIoNS ! THEY SAID IT DIDN'T
MATTER IF You DoN'T COME FROM A
RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND L AND NowW |
HAVE To GET STRIP-SEARCHED?
THIS 15 RIDICULOS !

LOOK on THE BRIGHT SIDE, AT
LEAST NoW WE'LL KNOW FOr SURE
THAT You'RE NOT 4 TERRORIST !

MEXT ! NEXT W
LINE, PLEASE!







WELL, | DIDN'T GET
FLAGGED, EUT HE DID MAKE
ME THINK ABouT Junlor HIGH
scHOOL. | THINK THAT m4Y BE

= ARE AL OF
THESE fECPLE W

THAT'S THE \SRAEL
OUTDOORS BIRTHRIGHT GRoUP. |
TALKED To SOME oF THEM; THEIR

TRIP SOUNDS AWESOME !

THEY'RE GOWG ROCK
CLIMBING, HIKING, WHITEWATER
RAFTING, AND BIKING W THE
DESERT! AND THEY'RE MORE
ATTRACTIVE THAV OUR GROUP

MAYEE WE SHoULD
HAVE SIGNED P For THRT
BIRTHRIGHT TRIP |WSTEAD.

IT S0UNDS FUN.

No WAY! ouRs 15
GONNA BE GREAT! LWJE DoN'T
NEED A

EXPERTS WE WILL BE EXPLORING
THE HISTORY AN PoLITICS OF
(SRAEL |§ AW OFEN-MIWDED AND

PLURALISTIC MAWER. "

OKAY, SARAH, HERE'S
YOUR, TICKET. WHY DoN'T You
GO CHECK Your BAGS AND THEN

MEET Us AT THE GATE?




AND MELISSR, You AND
THE OTHERS WHO GOT FLAGGED
ARE SUPPOSED To GO TO SECURITY
ROOM B NOW.

AND HERE | THOUGHT posT-9/1l
TRAVEL WAS ALRESDY
COMPLICATED ENOUGH...IF oNLY
WE CoulD sKIP ALL THIS AND JUsT
BE THERE Now!

" s 1T YouRs?
IS IT YOURS 2!

HE SHOULD KNowW BETTER
THaw THAT...GIVEN THE
SITUATION




50 MAYBE EVEN THouGH I'M TECHNICALLY
STILL I NEWARK, IT DOES FEEL LIKE WE
ARE & LITTLE BIT “THERE" ALREADY.

NE ONE SHouLD EVER |
LEAVE A BAG ONATTEMDED ,
= ~
—

BUT THEN AGAIW, I'VE BEEN A LITTLE BIT
THERE FOR, WEEKS NOW.

AFTER THE TWo OF Uis DECIDED T0 GO oW
THIS TRIE, | SPENT EVETY SPARE MOMENT
READING ABOUT \SRAEL, PALESTINE, AND
THE CoNFLICT. | WANTED TO FILL W THE
GAPS BETWEEN WHAT | ALREADY KNEW,
TRYING To FREPARE MYSELF.

[
HAARETZ REPLACED THE NEW YorRK TIMES
AS MY DAILY LEFT-LEANING NEWS SouRck.

| STARTED WITH THE BEGINNINGS OF

RECORDED HisTorY AND WORKED mY

WAY FORWARD, TRYING To FIGURE ouT
WHAT HAPPENED.

WHAT WENT WRONG oVER THERE?
AND WHY AREN'T THERE ANY ANSWERS
WITHOUT BIAS ? OBJECTIVE SOURCES
ARE VERY HARD TO FIND.

HUNDREDS OF PAGES LATER, | HAD
ALIENATED FRIENDS WITH MY OBSESSION...

: ——
[ P N
AND soMEHOW KNEW LESS
THAN WHEN | STRRTED.




HoW WAS YOUR,
HOMELAND SECURITY
SEARCH?

OH, IT WASN'T
THAT BAD. THEY JUsT
ENDED uP sWAZBING

MY sHoes.

HALF oF THE PASSENGERS oN THIS FLIGHT

WHILE THE REST ARE FART OF A STORY |
CAN'T EVEN GUESS AT.

| ARE BOUND Fom BIRTHRIGHT, JUsT LIKE Us.

THE HUM OF THE PLAVE AND THEIR QUIET
CONVERSATION LULLS ME To SLEEP,
HouRs LATER, | WAKE UP To THE INTERCOM
EMNOUNCING OUR DESCENT.

FLEASE FASTEN YOUR SEATBELTS
AND RETURN YOUR SEATS To 4V
UPRIGHT PosITION...

IT LooKs LIKE
Los ANGELES FRom
UP HERE.

WE Hore You ENJEY YOUR
STAY I SRAEL. IF THIS Is YOUR
RETURN FLIGHT, WELCOME HOME.




AH...WE

LAND 1 1sN'T IT MAGNIFICENT 2
DoN'T You FEEL oVERCOME 84 SOME §
KIND OF SPIRITUAL FEELING? /

EXHALSTION 15 MORE
LIKE IT. | sHoulD HAVE
TRKEN A XawaX.

APE 1N THE HolY

&y

—

WoW, 5o MAWY HASIDIC JEWS! IT FEELS

LIKE WE'RE W SOUTH WILLIAMSBURG !

IN BROOKLYN, THEY'RE GHosTs To
THE REST OF Us, TALKING TO No ONE
oUTSIDE of THEIR CommuniTy UNLESS
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.

1

MY coUsiv MATT Is IN HIS FIRST
YEAR OF MEDICAL scHoOL AT TEL AV
UNIVERSITY. HE MEETS ME AT THE
ARPORT To WELLOME ME AND LEND

ME A CELL PHONE.

50 ARE THEY
THE SAME AS
THE HASEIM 0
NEW YorK?

I'M NOT USED To SEEING THEM DowG
MUNDANE THINGS LIKE WAITWG FOR LUGGAGE.

KD of. Yol'LL oNLY
REALLY SEE THEM IN JERUSALEM. For
THE MOST PART, \SRAEL 15 A PRETTY
SECULAR STRTE. THE oRTHODOY CAUSE
A LoT oF CoNTROVERSY THouGH.




’_ﬂSMMTELLSMEABOU!'mE RIFT

ISRAEL, | CAV'T HELP BUT FEEL SATISFIED

AS MY OWN PREJUDICES ARE VALIDATED. |

HAVEN'T HAD GOOD EXPERIENCES WITH THE
HASIDIC CommuplTY...

BETWEEN THE HASIDIC AND SECULAR JEWS W

rFﬂESH OUT oF ART scHoOL IN BosTo, |

CAME To BRODKLYN To LOOK For AN
APARTMENT. | HAD HEARD A LOT ABoUT
THE BOHEMIMW WILLIAMSBURG

l

NEIGHBORHOOD, 50 | STARTED THERE.

I'm such A Goob >
SAMARITAN, HELPING ouT Al
AN OLD MAN.

[ 8T 1 waoereD sours wsTEeD oF NorTH |

oN BEDFORD AVENUE, AND IWSTERD OF

NOT oNLY ARE
THEY EXEMPT FROM
ARMY SERVICE, BUT THE
GOVERNMENT ACTUALLY
PRYS THEM To STUDY
TordH! S0 A LOT OF
PECPLE REALLY




Is THAT YOuR,
THANKS
2
et GRour? 56 MuCH For
MEETIG ME
YEMH. ID BETTER R

GET GOWG.

WELL, HE AND THIS GIRL BECCA WERE
\ TALKING AND [T CAME UP THAT HE'S 4

" | KNoW, RIGHT? S0 SHE
ASKED HIM IF He THIWKS
&RYs sHoulD BE LEGALLY

| NEED To PICK UP
MY RENTAL PHONE. WHY




HOW MANY WERE I FRATERNITIES Os y Ty p——
SORORITIES ? Vy MINDED, | SHOULD PROBABLY START HERE.

I'M SURE You ARE "
ALL INTERESTING AND | BROVGHT
WONDERFUL PECPLE! BACkup.




MELISSA WAS THE FIRST PERSON | —I
THOUGHT oF WHEN | HAD THE IDEA TO
COME oN A BIRTHRIGHT TRIP.

MELISSA, WE'RE GOWG To
ISRAEL ! WE HAVE To GO. WE WoulD
BE FOOLS To LET AN OPPORTUNITY
LIKE THIS PASS Us &Y.

50 WHAT Do You THINK? THE NEXT
TRIP LEAVES IV A FEN MoNTHS.

" SHRAN, [ CAN'T GO To \SRAEL .
S MY GRANDMOTHER WoulD KiLL
ME, | DON'T BAVE A ElssFoRT, [

AVYWAY, CALL ME BACK
WHEN You GET THIS MESSAGE
AND 'L EXPLAW EVERYTHING.

| DON'T KNow... [SRAEL ?
IT souNDs STRESSFUL.

P BUT | ALREADY
SIGNED vs UP!

ZSIGH7..
I'LL THINK
ABouT IT. J

NOT ONLY |5 SHE ONE OF MY CLOSEST
AND OLDEST FRIENDS, SHE'S ALSO ONE OF
MY onNLY JEWisH FRIENDS.

LLY WARMED UP To THE IDEA. |
=
| cav'T BELIEVE

DOING THIS.

OH SURE, TESSICA AND ALEX HAVE BEEN
THERE & BuNCH OF TIMES oN REPORTING
TRIPS AND KNOW ToNS OF PEOFLE. THEY PUT
ME W ToucH WITH THIS GUY HUSSEW WHo'S
GONNA MEET ME W JERUSALEM AND THEN
TRAKE ME INTO RAMALLAH.

| THIWK IT'S ouR RESPONSIBILITY To '}
CHECK ouT THE REALITY oW THE OTHER
\  SIDE oF THE GREEM LWE. WamA /|

MAYBE. I'M
GoG To TRKE |
THIS ONE STEP

AT A TIME. A

MELISSA STILL SN'T CONVINCED ABOUT
THE WEST BaWK EXCURSIoN, BUT AT LEAST
SHE'S HERE.




AH, sHilom EVERY-
ONE! CAV You ALL HEAR
ME W THE BACK?

WOW, ALMOST ALL OF You! WHAT 4

BURDEN AND RESPONSIBILITY | HAVE
To sHoW THIS CouNTRY To Youl

50 GOOD MORNING !
MY NAME 15 GIL AND |
WILL BE YOUR, GUIDE.

You TELL ME HoW mavy
OF You ARE I \SRAEL FOR
THE FIRST TIME?

| SHAL 15 oUR DRIVER, AND HE
SEEMS To ENIOY DRIVING THE |
BUs AS IF IT WERE A sMALL

A\ | 6l (vTRoDUCES Us To THE ResT

OF THE \SRAEL EXPERTS STRFF
ON oUR TRIP. THERE 15 NADAW,

| KNOW You MUST BE VERY

TIRED, BUT IF WE PUSH THROUGH
TODAY, YOUR, JETLAG WILL BE EASIER

To OVERCOME, BELIEVE ME.

1

[

HE MAY HAVE FOUGHT 1N ONE OF THE
WARS ! AND NoW HE Is ouUR TouR GUIDE.

50 PLEASE RELAX AND WE
WILL S00N STOP For BREAKFAST




> 0. THS 15 (T2 This St

Is THE LAND THAT ALL THE

BLOODSHED AND CoNFLICT
15 ABOUT?

( SEE AWY sleNs OF THE TROUBLES
A\ AT ALY DoN'T KNOW WHAT |

IT's PROBABLY 50 MucH DEEPER
. THAN WE AW EVEN [MAGINE.

WAS EXPECTING BUT...

\ BUT WHAT'S FIRST ON GUR AGENDA?
THE GoLaN HEIGHTS? | BeT THAT
DOESN'T LoOK LIKE A BUNCH OF FIELDs.

HEY, LOOK THOSE SIGNS 4RE
IN HEBREW AND ARABIC! I'M
SURPRISED THAT THE GOVERNMENT

WELL, THEY HAVE To. ARABIC Is
THE OFFICIAL SECOND LANGUAGE In
ISRAEL . THEY'RE REQUIRED 8Y LAW
To HAVE IT oN ALL PUBLIC siGNs.

EVEN THouGH
ARMBIC WAS HERE
For A LoNG TIME BEFORE
HEBREW CAME BACK...

SoRRY ! DoES T Aoy You THAT |
KEEP TALKIWG ABOUT THE CowFLICT
ALL THE TIME? I'LL STOP.

IT'S FINE, SARA. MAYBE
WAIT UNTIL ('VE HAD SOME

MMM. DOESN'T SEEM

| DoN'T KNEW much ABOUT ALL
THAT STUFF, BUT TERE MUST BE TWo
SIDES To THE STORY, You KNoW?
SOME KIND OF BALMCE.

EALAWCED TO ME.

] HONESTLY, I'M STILL JUST 50 MAZED
THAT WE'RE EVEN HERE...| HAVEN'T GIVEN
|\_‘___‘1_'11E. CONFLICT MUCH THouGHT YET.

roli, YEAH! | KEEP FORGETTING THAT THIS
15 YOUR, FIRST TIME ABROBD ! YEM, THIS
MUST BE TOTALLY CRAZY For You.

st




N THE PHOTOGRAPHS MY MOTHER TOOK oF
Her sTAY Ar A KIgeUTZ NoT FAR FRom

HERE, YOUNG INTERNATIONALS IN CUT-OFFS

AND TEE SHIRTS BONDED IN THE BRIGHT SUN.

OUR FIRST sTOP 15 KIBBUTZ
NACHSHON, SITUATED SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND TEL Avtv. | f

WL TR

THIS ISN'T How | HED IMAGINED
A KIEBUTZ To LoOK AT ALL.

A7 THE END OF A LonG DAY WORKWG |

W THE COTToN FIELDs, THEY sLumpeD THAT WAS W 1972. MY Mmom AT KIBBUT Z NAcHsHon THERE
EXHAUSTED |y THEIR SPARTRAN WOOD CABINS DOESN'T EVEN KNowW IF ARE CINDER BLOCK BUILDINGS
AND EXCHANGED STORIES ABOUT TRAVEL KlgsuTZ EYAL STILL BXISTS. INSTERD CF WOODEN BARRACKS.

"/

AND PoLITICAL PROTEST.

A BUNCH OF AMERICAN - No 50Y MILK. GREAT.

JEWS N THEIR TWENTIES, | _
: PALE AND JETLAGGED. RRE Y
! - BoDY? ISN'T THIS A |

WORKING KlEBUTZ?




WELL, AT LEAST §
THEY LEFT Us |1
SANDWICHES.

I'm STRRVING! |

DUNND. MAYBE
THEY'RE HIDING

HEY. EVERYONE! PLEASE TAKE A
SEAT F You'RE DoNE EATING!

GROMNNN...| Hove
THIS 1SN'T GoNNA BE
SOME S0RT OF
NAME GAME.

Hl, EVERYONE, MY NAME 15 BILL
AP I'M THE DIRECTOR OF ISRAEL
EXPERTS. BEFORE | STRRT, LET'S GO
AROUND THE CIRCLE AND HEAR WHY !
EACH OF You cHose To COME oN B

A BIRTHRIGHT-ISRAEL TRIP.

THS IS MY OPPORTUNITY To LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE THIRTY-NINE OTHER fEOPLE
IN MY GRouP, THE PEOFLE WITH WHOM,

APCORDING To ALUMNL ACCOUNTS, | WILL MAKE

o, | CE here Q
To MEET HoT 1SRAELL
SOLDIERS.

"FNENDSHL’?S THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME." f

BUT MY MWD IMMEDIATELY STRETS [T
WANPERING AROUND THE GREEN- |\
HOUSE WE SIT IW...IN |SRAEL !

ISRAEL| ANTS. A FEW MoNTHS
160, | READ ABOUT AN ANT
colony THET WAS 50 GlGaTIC IT
STRETCHED FROM SPAIN To [TALY.

%

E&qPT

e Ak
ﬁaﬁmm WITH BRAINS TOO SMALL To
g THE 'mssh CARE [N THE FIRST PLACE.
~ LINE, DOWN WHERE Y /
‘BORDER poLITICS ARE aPFaRruumr To SEE
MEANINGLESS... THIS PLACE WITH SucH
A FASCINATING

HiSTORY.




HL. I'M SARAR AND I'M HERE BECAUSE |'VE
ALWAYS BEEN INTERESTED IN THE HISToRY

WHAT You ALL HAVE IN Compon Is ¢ |
THAT You'VE BEEN GIVEN A GIFT B
THE BIRTHRIGHT-ISRAEL FUND, OR AS

IT'S CALLED IN SRAEL, TAGLIT.

SINCE 1999, ABoUT 120,000 OTHER YoUNG
JEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD HAVE COME
HERE ON A BIRTHRIGHT TOUR.

THE BIRTHRIGHT FUND RAISES
MONEY FROM PRIVATE DoNoRs AND
THE STATE oF ISRAEL, WHICH Is THEN
DISTRIRUTED To PRIVATE TOUR
COMPANIES LIKE ouRs. WITH THEIR
LICENSING COME SOME GUIDELINES | |
Rl SucH AS REQUIRED VISITS To PLACES
T LIKE MASADA AND YAD VASHEM.

AND BEM HERE IS ANOTHER ~ IN 4 FEW DAYS You'LL BE
REGUIREMENT. EVERY BIRTHRIGHT THIS GUY WoULD BE ABLE TO )
GROUP MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN

PROTECT uS FROM, ESPECIALLY WITH JoINED BY six ISRAEL| SOLDIERS,
ARMED GUARD FOR YouR SAFETY.

IT's HARD FOR ME TO IMAGINE WHAT

NoT To PROTECT You, BUT TO
A GUN THRT LOOKS LIKE THE RIFLES
i 1 SCMMER. CANE. TRAVEL WITH You AS PEERS.

DoN'T WoRRY,
You ARE SPAFE.

Tl




