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PREFACE. 

'l1IIE following work was undertaken chiefly with a 
view of contributing some help to the great cause of 
Sunday-school education. That something of the kind 
is much wanted, for the use of common instructors, in 
the work of such education, cannot be doubted. The 
books in which such information as it is intended to 
contain is to be found, are not within the reach of most 
of those who are called to take upon them this rharac
ter; and if they were, they arc not adapted to answer 
effectually the want tll:it is felt in the present case. 
Most of them have been written for the use of such as 
have far more than common advantages of education 
and learning, whose business leads them to much read
ing, and whose minds are trained to diligence and 
patience in the pursuit of knowledge. Even the few 
which have been designed for more popular and common 
use, are such that their advn,ntages can never extend to 
the great majority of those who ren,d the Bible : they 
are too ln,rge, and, of course, too expensive to be gene
rally procured; they are too diffuse, and too much ele
vated in style, or darkened with learning, to be gene
rally read or understood. Since the establishment of 
Sunday-schools, various short sketches of information 
on some particular points of Jewish Antiquities have 
been supplied in differf nt publications intended for their 
use, which have, no doubt, answered a valuable pur
pose, so far as they extended; but all the advantage 
which such scattered fragments can secure must mani
festly be very limited and imperfect, in comparison 
with what might be, and ought to be, derived from this 
1uarter of scripture illustration. Evidently, a Rhort, 
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simple, systematic coupilation, bringing together, with 
:mt technical phrase or learned discussion, the most 
essential points of the whole subject, in regular order, 
into small and convenient C(i)mpass, is the only thing 
which can adequately meet the necessity that is expe
rienced in this matter. 

It is hoped that this present attempt may not be with
out something of its intended use, in furnishing such a 
compilation, easy to be procured and easy to be read, 
for the assistance of teachers. If it should in any 
measure answer this design, it will accomplish an (lbject 
of vast usefulness. If, however, the remarks which 
have already been made are well founded, a work (.,' 
this kind may be reasonably expected to be yet more 
extensively useful. As a help to the intelligent read
ing of the Scriptures, such a compilation, if not greatly 
defective in its form, is, no doubt, better suited for the 
use of all common readers, than any larger work. 

It needs very little reflection, to be convinced of the 
importance of having some acquaintance with the cir
cumstances, natural and moral, of the time and country 
in which the Bible was written, in order to reail it with 
understanding. Though an inspired book, its language 
and style have been wisely conformed to the manner of 
men, for whose use it was designed ; of course con
formed, in these respects, to the particular manner of 
the people to whom it was at first directly communi
cated. Holy men of old spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost; but they were suffered, at the same 
time, to speak and write in that style which the general 
U'lagc of the age, modified by his own peculiar genius 
and taste, naturally led each one to adopt. Hence, the 
sacred books of Scripture, like other books, are stamped 
throughout with the lively impression of the place and 
period in which they were originally published. It i'> 
found not only in the language itself, but in unnum
bered references, direct and indirect, to the existing 
state of things among those who were appointed first to 
rflceive them. Historical facts, objects of surrounding 
nature, the productions of art, with domestic, social, 
1·eligious, and civil usages, are continually urged before 
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the reader's mind, and noticed as things with which he 
is supposed to be perfectly fa.miliar. And thus familiar 
they were to the ancient Jew. But widely different is 
our situation in this respect. Many hundred years 
11eparate us from the times of original revelation. And 
if Time had left the physical anti moral scenery of 
Israel's ancient land untouched, instead of turning all 
in.to a waste, it would still be many hundred miles 
remote from the spot of our dwelling. With a different 
climate, we have different feelings ; with a different 
location, different forms of nature around us ; with a 
different education, a widely different manner cf life. 
We are placed, therefore, under a double difficulty, 
when we come thus circumstanced to read the Bible. 
We are destitute of the knowledge and feelings of the 
ancient Jew, and, at the same time, ·ve have notions 
and views of our own, which we are cvnstantly liable to 
substitute in their stead. Hence, if no remedy be sup
plied, we must often be left altogether in the dark, by 
meeting with terms and images, the objects of which 
are utterly unknown ; and often we shall derive to our
selves an entirely strange and unfounded conception ,:,f 
the writer's meaning, by affixing ideas to other images 
and terms, such as our habits of thought and speech 
may suggest, but which are foreign, in no small degree, 
from the usage of oriental antiquity. 

What then is the remedy for this inconvenience ? 
Evidently to seek acquaintance with the time, and the 
region, and the people, with which the Bible had to do 
in its first revelation :-as far as possible, become fami
liar with the history of the Jewish nation, the scenery 
of Palestine, the religion, government and manners of 
its ancient wonderful people. To read the Bible, in 
many parts, with a proper sense of its meaning, we 
need so much familiarity with these things as to be able 
to transport our minds away from all around us, and to 
clothe them, in the midst of Judea itself, with all the 
1noral drapery that hung about the Israelitish spirit ages 
ago. We need to be conversant with the mountains, 
the plains and the streams ; the beasts of the field and 
the birds of the air; the labours of the farmer and the 



8 PREFACE. 

habits of the shepherd; we need to walk, in fancy's 
vivid vision, through the streets of Jerusalem; to min
gle with the inmates of the Jewish dwelling; to parti
cipate in their seasons of festive joy, and to sympathize 
with their sorrow in the day of calamity and bereaving 
death; we need to go up to the temple, to unite in it'> 
worship, to behold its solemn rites, and to admire the 
bC"autiful grandeur of its scene. 'L'rue, indeed, exten-
8ive acquaintance with these things is to be expected 
only in the scholar; the common reader of the Bible is 
not favoured with equal opportunity; but is he there
fore to content himself with entire ignorance ? Assur
edly not. The fact that such knowledge is wantecl 
now, through the providence of God, to illustrate every 
page of the Bible, evinces it to be the will of God that 
all should, as far as they have the power, endeavour 
to acquire it. 'L'hc same fact must lead every person 
who loves the Bible diligently to seek it, with every 
other help that may, under the blessing of the Holy 
Ghost, c011J1·ibute to the prditable study of the pre• 
cious book 
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BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. 

PART I. 

CHAPTER L 

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE. 

SECTION J. 

NAMES AND DIVISIONS OF THE LAND. 

'l tIJJ :,ountry in which the Jews anciently lived has been 
~, .. t.aguishcd by different names. It is called, in Scripture 
the Land <.if Oan,ami, because it was first settled by Canaan, 
the youngest son of Ham, and because his descendants, the 
Oa1tJ,Q:11ites, dwelt in it, till the "measure of their iniquity WM 

full," and G-od destroyed them, to make room for his own 
people. It is styled the Land <.if Promue, on account of the 
promise made to Abraham, that it should be givim to his seed 
for an inheritance, when he himself sojourned there as a stran
ger in a strange land. From the names of the nation to whom 
it was given, it is called the Land of the Hebrews; the Land 
qf Israel; and the Lam/, of Judah. Because it was chosen by 
God as the country in which his true worship should be pre
served, and was long honoured with his peculiar presence and 
care, it is often named, the Holy Land; and once, by Hosea, 
the Lord's Land. It is also called Pakstine: this name is 
very old, (Ex. xv. 14 ;) it is the same as Phib~ia, meaning, 
properly, the Land <.if the, Philistines; and then used in a 
larger sense, for the whole country of Canaan, because the 
Philistine, were so important, a people among the nations by 
whom it was first settled. This last is the most convenient 
name, and is now become the most common, in speaking of 
the whole country which the .. acient Jews inhabited. It will, 
therefore, be the one most gener-dlly used for that purpose, in 
the present work. 

For lll'lDY ye~rs, the whole land, from the mountains of 
Lebanon in the north, to the borders of Edom in the south: 
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'l.nd frorr, the great nlcditcrranean Sea on the we~t, to the 
mountains of (Wead eastward, remained united under 1111ci 
goyermnent. Each of the twclYc tribes had its particular p11r
t.ion as~igued by lot, in which it dwelt. separate from the oth,•r,-; 
but all together made one people aml one nation. 011 the r·nst 
~.idc of ,Jonlau, Hcul>cn, Ga,I, am! half of the tribe of Mana,-,,·h, 
lrnd their inheritance: all the others were 8ettled m•:-t. of tlwt 
rin•r. But immediately after the death of 8nl11nwH, thiH l~·aH
tif'ul 1111i11n was broken ;1stmder. Two kingdnmH <ll'l'Uj>icd the 
land instead of one. The Ki11gdurn of .J,ulul,. lay to tlH: :-<>11th, 
taking iu the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 'l'lw otlwl' /1-n 
tribe,; revolted from the house of DaYid, am! f11rrne,l all th,, 
country north of ]fonjarnin, tngdher with that whi1:h lay 1•;1,t 

of Jordan, into a new guYernmeut. Thi, was 1:allcrl the J{i11:1-
dom rf l<rad; frl'(fUl'ntly, by tlw prophets, Ephmi-m, bc:1·:m,., 
that was the principal tribe, and the ouc in whieh the capital 
eity of the kingdom stoo,I; and sometime~, from the name of 
it~ capital, the whole kingdom was callc,l ,\'11maria. 

In the time of our Saviour, the land of l'all'Htine was di Yid,.,! 
into several provinces, uncler the Ruman govcrnuH·nt. On the 
west side of Jordan, the northern part, a~ far down as the lower 
end of the la.kc of Gcnncsareth, was called Galilee. Part of 
this was named Galih,e of tlw 01•utiles, because it, bordered on 
the land of the heathen; and abo Cpper Guli{re, because it lay 
farthest north and abounded in mountains. The 1,outhcrn part 
of it was called Lower Galilee. It took in all the country di
rectly west, of the Gennesareth bke, aud was, in general, a rich 
and fruitful plain. This particular district enjoyed, more than 
any other, the presence of Jesus Christ, while he was on earth. 
lll'nee he was called the Galilean, and his disciples are styled 
11/m of Galilee. (Acts i. 11.) 

South of Galilee lay Samaria, so called from the city of 
that name. It embraced the lower part of what had once been 
the kingdom of Israel, or the ten tribes. The origin of the 
1:arne and of the city to which it was first given, is related 
J Kings xvi. 24. The Samaritans were a mixed race, settled in 
tlw country after the captivity of the ten tribes.* 

South of Samaria was the country of Judea. Sometimes 
this name seems to have beeu used for the whole land of 
Palestine, in the time of Christ; but more commonly and 
properly, only for that part which, before the captivity, had 
been the kingdom of Judah, including all the country south of 
-----·--- -------

* See the hiHtory of their rise, in the 17th cliapter of the Seconil 
(look of Kings. 
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8amana. From this account of the situation of each province, 
it appears, that any person going directly from Galilee !o ,T udca 
"must needs go through Samaria," ( John iv. 4,) because it lay 
JUSt between the two. That part of Judea which lay farthe~t 
south was inhabited principally by descendants of the ancient 
Edomites. They had settled themselves there while the Jews 
were in captivity at Babylon, having been driven from their 
own country, which lay just below, by the violence of war, and 
finding none w hinder them from taking possession of the land. 
When the Jews returned, they were, for a long time, too weak 
to recover their territory out of their hands : the Edomites, or 
Idumeans, as they were then called, still continued to dwell in 
the southern border. At length, however, a little more than a 
hundred years before the coming of Christ, John Hyrcanus, 
the great Jewish prince, conquered them completely, and com
pelled them either to leave the country or to embrace the rnli
gion of the Jews. They chose to change their religion rather 
than their place, and, accordingly, from that time, became a 
part of the Jewish nation. Still, that part of the country in 
which they lived continued to be called ldumea, and the peo-
ple ldumeans, long after. (Mark iii. 8.) · 

The country beyond Jordan was broken up into seven or 
eight difforent provinces. As, however, these divisions seem 
to have b.ien not very clearly defined, and more than once 
altered, it is not easy to describe exactly their situation : nor i~ 
it necessary, since only a part of them are so much as named 
in the New Testament, and these scarcely more than mentioned. 
It is enough to know that Decapolis was a tract of country 
lying east of the lake of Gennesareth, and stretching somewhal 
above it, also, towards the north : that It:urea and Traclwnitis, of 
which Philip was tetrarch, (Luke iii. 1,) took in the country 
still farther north, though the lower part of Iturea was probablJ 
the same as the upper part of what was called the region of 
Dccapolis; and that Abilene, mentioned in the same passage, 
was the most northern district of all, lying in a valley formed 
by the mountains of Lebanon, not far westward from Damascu.~ 

SECTION II. 
J:'ACE OF THE COUNTRY. 

PALESTINE is a mountainous country. Two great ranges 
seem to run through the whole length of the land; one on the 
east and the other on the west side of Jordan ; not in on~. 
regular, unbroken <'hain but frequently interrupted by valleys1 
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ano shooting off in irregular heights, somi:,timcs to 1>ne side ano 
ijOnu.:timcs t<, the other, so as occasionally to leave a considerable 
plain through the middle of the country. Hence, the same 
range is called by different names, in different regions. ThP 
Jlomit,1£ns rif Gilead formed the eastern range. 'l'he southern 
part of these mountains was called Abarim. From the high 
summit of one of these, called Nebo, Moses surveyed the whole 
land of Canaan, before he died. The northern part of the 
same range was named Bashan; it was much celebrated for its 
stately oaks and excellent pastures, where numerous herds of 
the finest cattle were fed. Hence, there is often allusion made 
in the Bible to the oal~s of Bashor,, and the strong bulls of 
Baslian, (Psalm xxii. 12, Isa. ii. 13, &e.) This range joins 
the Mountains of Lebanon, on the north, in that part which 
was anciently called Hennon. Lebanon abounded in lofty 
ccdarR, in choice fir trees and refreshing springs of water. Its 
highest summits are covered with continual snow. 

Stretching down toward the south, the western range spreads 
itself, in numerous ridges, all over Galilee of the Gentiles. In 
lower Galilee, its principal appearance was confined to the western 
bor<ler, near the Great Sea, leaving a great part of the country 
level, with only hl'rc and there a separate height rising on the 
prospect, such as l\lount Talmr, where our Saviour is supposed 
to have been transfigured, or the Mount of Gillma, where Saul 
was defeated and slain. Se,·eral of these heights were fre
quented by our Saviour. Ile was accustomed to "go out into a 
mountain t-0 pray," and sometimes continued there "all night, 
in prayer to God," (Luke vi. 12 ;) and on one of them, he 
preached the remarkable sermon recorded by Matthew in his 
gospel. (Chaps. v. ,·i. vii.) The most considerable mountain 
in this region is Carrncl, situated on the shore of the Mediter
ranean Sea. It was exceedingly fruitful, as is intimated by its 
name, which means, a vineyard of God. On the top of this 
mountain, Elijah the prophet prayed for rain, in the days d 
Ahab, while his servant went seven times to look for the clou.i, 
till at laat it rose like a man's hand over the western sea, 
(1 Kings xviii. 42-44.) Farther down, toward the south, the 
same general range was called the Mountains of Israel,, and the 
Mountain.~ of Ephraim. Among the11e were Mount Eba! and 
Mount Gerizim, separated from each other by a small valley, in 
which stood the ancient city of Shechem, called, in the New 
'l'estament, Sychar. The Jfow1tai11s of Judah were the con
tinuance of the range, as it passes southward, through the terri
tory of that tribe, to the ancient heritage of Edom. These 
mountainous tracts abound with caverns, which are sometirnep 
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found of great size. In times of danger from enemies, it waa 
anciently common to seek refuge and shelter in such natural 
hiding-places. To "enter into the holes of the rocks and into 
the caves of the earth," was, therefore, an ex1,ression that repre
sented a season of distress and dismay. (Isa. ii. 19.) The 
great caves of Judah afforded no small protection to David, iu 
the time of his cruel persecution by Saul. Robbers, also, were 
accustomed to conceal themselves in the same sort of retreats; 
and to this day, the large caverns of Palestine are not unfre
quently made, in this way, as they were in the days of our 
Saviour, dens of thieves. 

As so great a proportion of the laud is covered with moun
tains and hills, a tract of level country of any extent was re
garded with more notice than in countries like our own : hence, 
f'.very such plain had its r' ,stinguishing name. The most noted 
a.nong them was the Plain of Jezreel, or, as it is sometimes 
ciilled, the Great Plain. It reached entirely across the coun
try, from Mount Carmel and the sea to the bottom of lake 
Gennesareth, about ten miles. It has been the scene of several 
great battles : there Barak discomfited the mighty army of 
Sisera, so that" there was not a man left," (Judges iv. 16 ;) and 
there, also, king Josiah fell, when he went out and fought in 
disguise with Necho, king of Egypt. (2 Kings xxiii. 29.) 
Another plain lay along the Mediterranean Sea, from Mount 
Carmel to the southern border of Judah. The upper part of 
this was called Sharon, a name that belonged also to two other 
places. There was also the "region round about Jordan." 
(Matt. iii. 5.) This was a tract of level country, on the sides 
of that river, from the lake of Gennesareth to the Dead Sea1 

about twelve miles broad. 
Wildernesses and De,sert,s are frequently mentioned in the 

Scriptures; but we must not suppose that these always mean 
desolate regions without inhabitants. The Jews gave the name 
of desert, or wilderness, to any tract of country that was not 
cultivated. There were accordingly two kinds of deserts. 
First, such as we are accustomed to understand by that name 
in our own age; plains of barren sand, where scarce a fountain 
of water can be found, and only the most scanty herbage can 
grow. Such as these are not found in Palestine itself; but, in 
the neighbouring country of Arabia, have always been well 
known. The other kind of deserts were mountainous tracts of 
country, thinly inhabited, and chiefly used for the pasturing of 
cattle; less fruitful than other parts of the land, but not with
out. considerable growth of different wild productions, with 
~ufficient supply of water. Such were thu wildl'.rnesses of 
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JudaL, mentioned in the history of David, and the "Wilder
ness of Judea," in which John began to preach, (Matt. iii. 1,) 
as well as the deserts in which he Jived "till the day of his 
showing unto Israel." (Luke i. 80.) One of the most dreary 
and barren of these deserts lay between the Mount of Olives 
and the Plains of J cricho, and became a favourite lurking 
place for thieyes or robbers, where they fell upon travellers on 
the road between Jerusalem and Jericho. (Luke x. 30.) So 
many robberies were committed there, that it was called the 
Bloody Way. Into some part of this wild region, probably, 
our Saviour was Jed by the Spirit, " to be tempted of the 
devil," after his baptism. (Matt. iv. 1.) 

There is only one river in Palestine that deserves the name; 
this is the Jordan. The other strf'ams that are sometimes 
called rivers, become important onl.) when they arc swelled 
with floods of rain or melting snow and ice from the mountains. 
'Then they dash and roll along with a great deal of noise and 
force; but when the drought of summer comes, they sink down 
into mere brooks, and often are dried up altogether. Hence, 
Job, because his friends had disappointed his expectation, and 
brought him only reproach instead of comfort, compares them 
to such streams: "My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a 
brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away; which 
are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid; 
what time they wax warm, they vanibh : when it is hot, they 
arc consumed out of their place. The paths of their way are 
turned aside: they go to nothing and perish." (Job vi. 
15-18.) 

The Jordan runs from Mount Lebanon ti) the Dead Sea, 
passing through the lake of Gcnnesareth in its way. In the 
~pring, when the snows of Lebanon melt, it rises above itR 
common banks: from this circumstance, ;t has two channels; 
one far wider than the other, with banks of its own, to hold the 
water in the time of this flood. It was in the spring, the har
vest-time of Palestine, during this swelling of the river, that 
the Israelites, in the time c1f ,Joshua, passed over, at the com
mand of God, into the land of Canaan; when " the waters 
above stood a:i.d rose up upon an heap very far," till the whole 
nation had gone over the dry chann~l. (Josh. iii. 15, 16.) 
The space between the outer and inner bank, on each side, 
which (except in the spring) remains dry, is grown over with 
thick bushes and reeds, where wild beasts find a safe hiding 
place, until the yearly rise of the river compels them to fly : 
ivhence the expression, to "come up as a lion from the swell• 
ri1gs of Jordan." (Jcr. xlix. 19.) 
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J'he lal.,e uf Gennesareih, through which the ,Jordan flows, 
,calted, also, the Sea of Galilee, because it lay just cast of that 
iountry, and the Sea of Tiberias, from a city of that name 
which stood on ito shore,) is filled with clear, pure water, ex
Jellent to drink, and abounds with different kinds of fish. 011 
!l.ccount of these advantages, it was a common saying among 
the Jews, that "God loved that sea more than all other seas in 
the· world." It has its bed in a valley surrounded by lofty and 
steep hills. Here, the disciples of our Lord pursued their busi
ness of fishing: over its beautiful bosom the Redeemer himself 
often sailed: when its waves were tost with the tempest they 
neard his voice and were still : and when he willed to walk 
upon its waters, they bore him up like solid ground. 

The Dead Sea, called, also, the Sea of tlie Plain and the 
Salt Sea,, into which the Jordan empties all its waters, is spread 
over the ruins of four ancient cities, destroyed for their wicked-
uess, by a miracle from God. (Gen. xix. 24, 25.) It too, like 
the lake just mentioned, is surrounded with high hills, except 
on the corner toward Jerusalem, where it is bounded by a 
barren, scorched plain. Its waters are bitter and nauseous, and 
more salt than those of the ocean; and the land around it is so 
filled with salt that it will not produce plants. 'l.'he wholo ap
pearance of the place is dismal, as if the wrath of the Almighty 
were abiding upon it still. 

The land of Palestine is highly praised, in the Scriptures, 
for its natural advantages. It is described as a "good land 
and a large, a land flowing with milk and honey." (Kx. iii. 8) 
"A land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, that spring 
out of the valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and 
vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive and 
honey;" a land wherein the people should eat bread without 
scarceness, and lack nothing; whose stones were iron, and out 
of whose hills they might dig brass. (Deut. viii. 7-9.) No 
country in the east could boast such a variety of blessings. 
Egypt alone could compare with it in fruitfulness of soil; but, 
then, Egypt was never cheered with showers of rain : it was 
watered only by the yearly overflowing of the river Nile. 
Egypt, too, was not adorned with mountains and hills; and, of 
course, could not abound iu the same variety of productions. 
Nothing like the glor!J of Lebanon, or the cxcetlenc!J of Carmel, 
!lie cold flowing waters of tlie roclc, or tlie spring.~ of the valleys, 
was found in all its extent. Hence, Moses tells the Israelites, 
\hat Egypt, with all its advantages, was by no means equal to 
~he land which they were going to inherit. "The land whither 
thou goest in to posses..<i it, is not as the land of Eip'pt from 
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which ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredsl 
it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs; but the land whither y• 
go to posse,;s it, is a land of hills and vallr:gs, nnd drlnfa,flt 
water of the ra,t'.n of heaven." (Dcut. xi. 10, 11.) 

SECTION III. 
CLIMATE. 

THE weather in Palestine, as in our own country, varies in 
different places and at different times. The year seems to havo 
been divided, at a very early period, into SIX SEASO:'<S, each 
consisting of two months. We find them all mentioned in 
God's promise to Noah, after the flood: "While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest and cold and heat and ~um
mer and winter shall not cease." (Gen. viii. 22.) These sam~ 
divisions are found among the Arabs to this day. 

HARVEST bep:an some time in the first part of our April, and 
so ended in the first part of June. During this ~C'ason, the 
weather is generally very pleasant: towards the close of it-, 
however, it begins to grow uncomfortable through heat. SullI• 
111ER, or the time of frnits, followed the season of lrnn·,.~t, :rncl 
lasted the next two months. During this time, the IH'nt in 
that country becomes more and more severe; so that the in
habitants choose to sleep under the open sky, ou the roofs ot' 
their houses. The Ho'l' SEAHON came next, begiuniug in tlw 
middle of August: the early part of this period is exce,;,;ively 
warm; but toward the cud of it, the weather gratluall.)· 6:·:.,·,· .. 1 

less oppressive. 
From the middle of April to the middle of Sq.it,·rnlu•r, ;1; 

neither mins nor thunders: hence, iu the time t\f Sa1111H·l it. -.-.:::1 
considered a miracle, when, in answer tu hi:; prayer, it t\11"',1,.,.,., l 
and rained in the time of harvest. (1 8aw. ·"i;_ J 7) \ ,,.( 
hence, the ancient proverb," As snow iu summcr, "11,l "' i:,;n 
in harvest, so honour is not seemly for a fool." (J'rnv. xxvi. ] .) 
Sunwtimcs, in the beginning of hancst, a d,_,uiJ is'-•"'" '" /1,;J 
morning, but as the sun rises, it vuni~hcs away. (Ho,i. vi. 4.) 
Afterward, during l\Iay, June, July and },ugust, w,t :· .. ,,i;,,,'.-y 
doud appears, and the earth recciYcs uo moisture l.,ut, fr<.111 the: 
dews of the night. These dews foll far more plentifnlly ti.Pre, 
than any in our part of the world; so that those who arn ex
pused to them become wet to the skin. In Sul11 1111111'~ R,111!·, 
the Bridegroom says, "my head is filleu with ,kw, Ltatl 11,;, : .. _'.::1 
with the drops of the night." :Because tht•y are ~•-• l11•""Y ""'l 
~l) i1np<)rtn.nt1 they are often lllcntionctl iu th1_' ~,•ri1ih1n•~ :P~1!::::: 
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t},. rt<'h blessings of the country, and the dmD is everywhere 
111,.. t as a symbol of the divine goodness. In the morning. 
ht rb"\'Cr1 it is speedily dried up, according to the beautiful 
au .~,,,:.,.,x of Hosea, (vi. 4 :) "0 ~phraim, what shall I do unto 
t,hc .. 9 0 Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness 
is ar; r. morning cloud, and as th(! early dew it goeth away." 
The 1:'fJ"onger plants, by nourishment received each night from 
these geuiole l:'howers, are enabled to withstand the heat of the 
day; hut all the smaller herbs, unless they grow by some 
rivulet of water, wither and die. The country is covered with 
dreariness; the fountains and brooks are in a great measure 
dried ; and the ground becomes so hard, that it often splits 
open with large clefts. The heat is rendered still more dis
tressing, if the east wind happens to blow for a few days; this 
is dry and withering, and proves very injurious to the vines and 
the crops of the field. Hence, it is used as an emblem of great 
calamity : "Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east 
wind shall come, the wind of the Lord shall come up from the 
wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain 
shall be dried up." (Hos. xiii. 15.) 

After the hot season, came SEEDTIME; it lasted from the 
first part of October to the first part of December. During this 
season, the weather is various-often misty, cloudy and rainy. 
The air, at the commencement of this period, is still very warm; 
as it advauees, it becomes continually cooler, till toward the end 
of it, the 1,now begins to fall upon the mountains. WINTER 
was made up of the two following months. In this season, 
soow frequcatly falls, but seldom lies a whole da:i, except on 
the mountains; thin ice also is formed, which melts as soon as 
the sun rises to !.\ny height; the north winds are chill; thunder, 
lightning and haU, are frequent, with heavy showers of rain; 
the roads become difficult to travel, especially among the moun
tains : whence our Lord told his disciples to pray that their 
fliglit might not be in tlte winter. (Matt. xxiv. 20.) The 
brooks are filled, and streams that were scarcely noticed before, 
swell into the like11,~ss of rivers, rushing in every direction 
through the land. The remainder of the year, from the first 
half of February to the first half of April, was called the CoLD 
SEASON, because, in the beginning of it, the weather is still 
cold, though it soon gr,ws warm, and, in some places, quite, 
hot. During this time, the rains still continue, with frequent 
thunder, lightning and hail. From the commencement of it, 
the earth begins to put forth the appearance of spring; th<' 
trees are soon covered with leaves, and the fields with flourisl, 
ing grain, or flowers of every different hue. 
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Fnm seedtime to hurvest, Palestine is watered with nJ• 

merous showers of rain. According to the accounts of travellers, 
a rain of two or three days falls in the early part of October. 
By this, the ground is prepared for ploughing and sowing; 
being before so hard, that it could not receive cultivation, and 
so dry, that seed cast upon it could not possibly grow. A sea, 
son of clear weather, of about twenty days, follows, which thn 
farmer improves, if he is wise, as his most favourable seedtime. 
When this is over, the rains return with plentiful fall. These 
first heavy showers, with which the rainy season commenced 
after the long drought of summer, were called the former or 
early rains. In like manner, the rain that fell just before 
harvest, in the spring, was called the latter rain, because with it 
the rainy season ended: it comes about the beginning of April, 
and was considered necessary, to bring the crops forward to 
their full perfection. 1'/ic carl!J ancl the latter rain are men, 
tioned, in Scripture, as the rich blessing of God; sinc1>1 when 
these were rendered sure, the period between them being always 
abundant with showers, the crop of the husbandman could 
hardly fail to be good. The quantity of rain that falls between 
scedtime and harvest is very great. Sometimes it descends ir, 
torrents, rushing down the hills, and swee:ring away even houses 
and cattle that n..ay fall in the way. To these violent rains our 
Saviour refers, beautifully and impressively, at the close of his 
sermon on the mount: " The rains descended, and the floods 
eame, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, &c." 
(Matt. vii. 25, 27.) 

Through the winter, the weather is extremely various, as it 
fa felt at different times and in different places. On the highP,r 
mountains, it is exceedingly cold, while, at the same time, it 1s 
found not unfrequently, in the plains, quite warm. Some of 
the peopie paSG the whole year without fire, though it is con
sidered agreeable, and for more delicate persons, necessary, from 
December to March. The nights are often severely cold, ever. 
after the warmest days. "In the day, says Jacob, the drought 
consumed me, and the frost by night." (Gen. xxxi. 40.) '.!.'he 
snow falls in large flakes, eq1ml in size to a walnut, and ha:i 
tnorc resemblance to locks of wool tban it has in Qur country. 
"He giveth snow like wool." (Ps. exlvii. 16.) 

When the sky was red ih the evening, it was considered a 
sign of fair weather on the next day, but if it happened to be 
~o in the morning, it led them to expect rain, as appears from 
the words of our Saviour, (Matt. xvi. 2, 3 :) "When it is 
r.vening, ye say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red; and 
in tho moming, It will be foul weather to-day, for the sky iB 
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,ed and lowering." A cloud rising from the west also gave 
warning af rain : "he said to the people, When ye see a cloud 
rise out of the west, straightway ye say, 'l'here cometh a shower. 
and sn it is." (Luke xii. 54.) 

WINDS. The cast wind was the most injurious. In the 
summer, as has been said, it was dry and hot; withering, as it 
passed along, the herbage of the field. (Ps. ciii. 15, 16.) In 
the winter, it was cold and still without moisture, and left a 
sickly blight upon the grain wherever its influence fell. It war 
also particularly dangerous at sea: "Thou breakest the ship~ 
of Tarshish with an east wind." (Ps. xlviii. 7.) Every wind 
coming from any direction between east and north, or east and ' 
south, was called an east wind. Such was that tempestuous 
wind, called Euroclydon, that caused the wreck of the vessel in 
which Paul was sailing to Rome. ( Acts xxvii. 14.) They are 
still common in that sea, and dreaded by the sailors. The west 
wind, coming from the sea, generally brought rain. That which 
came from the north is described by Solomon as driving awa;lj 
rain. (Prov. xxv. 23.) And Job tells us that rold and fair 
weather are from the rwrth, (xxxvii. 9, 22 :) while the whirl
wind more frequently rose from the south; and the winds from 
that quarter ordinarily brought heat; though sometimes the 
southern l:,reezes appear to have been considered agreeable. 

'l'nE SIMOOM. There is a wind Llmt blows at times in some 
countries of the East, of the most terrible character. It comes 
in a stream from over the burning sands of the desert, bearing 
poison and death with its course. Its approach is signified by 
the appearance of distant clouds slightly tinged with red; the 
sky loses its serenity, and becomes gloomy and alarming. As 
the eun-ent draws nearer, it presents to the eye a hazy aspect, 
resembling a sheet of smoke, coloured with purple, such as is 
seen in the rainbow. Happily, its path is never broad, gene
rally measuring less than a huudred feet, and its rapid flight soon 
carries it over the country, not allowing it to be felt at any one 
point more than eight or ten minutes. At the same time, it 
always keeps about two feet above the surface of the ground. 
Persons, therefore, who see it coming, may save their lives, by 
throwing themselves instantly fl.at upon the earth, with their 
faces downward, and breathing as little as possible till it is past. 
This is the way commonly practised to :tvoid its deadly touch. 
A man would be equally securP, if he could place himself about 
fifteen feet above the ground, as the current of the wind is 
generally not more than twelve feet high. Camels and other 
animals are instinctively taught, when they perceive its ap
proach, to thrust their beads u.own and bury their nostrils in 
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the earth .l\Icn, however, are often destroyed by its blast. 11 
comes with such amazing rapidity, that it overtakes them on 
their feet before they are aware, and thus they receive its fatal, 
suffocating vapour into their lungs. 'l'hey fall tlown directly) 
and lie without motion or life. If one of their limbs is shaken, 
to arouse them, it falls off; and very soon, the whole body 
turns black, with mortification spread throughout. It is csrc
cially dangerous when it comes in the night. Thousands, it is 
said, have, in more than one instance, perished in a Hingle night, 
from its desolating breath. This wind is called, by the Arabs, 
,Simoom, and, by the Turks, Samyel. It is supposed, by some, 
that the prophet intended the same, when he compared the 
coming judgments of God to a dry wind of the high places in 
th wilderness. (Jer. iv. 11.) 

CHAP'l'ER II. 

NATURAL HISTORY. 

SECTION I. 

OF VEGETAllLE PRODUCTIONS. 

l\fOSES describes the land of Palestine, as a land of 1clzeat, 
and 1,adf'y, and v£ncs, and .fi!J•frces, and pomeyranates; a land 
of oil ol/rn and honP-y; and the Scriptures abound with allusions 
to different kinds of trees and plants. Solomon, we arc told, 
left a book on this subject: "He spake of trees, from tho cedar 
of Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall : he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping 
things, and of fishes." (1 Kings iv. 33.) If we had this 
book, we should, no doubt, know all about the different pro
ductions of the country in his time; but as it has been long since 
lost, we must rest satisfied with sueh general knowledge as can 
be gathered from the occasional notices found in the Riblc, 
compared with the observations of travellers who have visited 
the east in modern times. 

WILD TREES. 

The Cedar, to which such frequent allusion is made in 
~cripture, is a most stately tree. [ts roots spread far around 
hdow; it rises to a lofty height; its hra11cl1es reach a great 
iistance out on every side, forming a large and delightful shade, 
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Cedar Tree, 

nd remaining covered with green leaves from one end of the 
year to the other. Its trunk often becomes exceedingly large, 
sometimes measuring twelve yards around; the wood is of a 
beautiful brownish colour, with a pleasant smell; being some
what bitter, it is not touched by worms, so that it has been 
known to last in a building two thousand years. The princi 
pal growth of cedars was anciently on Mount Lebanon: most 
of them, however, have since been cut down, so that now only 
a few can be found, growing amid the snows in the highest part 
of the mountain. Kings, great men, and proud men, are com
pared to cedars, on account of their strcn;r;tli or their loftiness; 
so also the righteous, on the other hand, in allusion to their 
usefulness and bmuty. (Ps. xcii. 12.) 

Oak.s abounded anciently in different parts of Palestine. 
Those which grew on Bashan were considered peculiarly fine. 
The broad and refreshing shade which they supplied was par
ticularly grateful in that warm climate. It was common, in 
early times, to choose such a shade as the most pleasant plact, 
for setting up a tent. Under the shadow of the oak, also, 
idols were often erected by the corrupt, where they resorted 
from time to time, to engage in their abominable worship ; and 
sometimes whole groves of this venerable tree were thus turned 
into retreats of impiety and shame, on account of the agreeable 
and secret shelter which they afforded. 

Under the name of oak, in our translation of the Bible, i11 
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Oak Tree. 

mcluded, (l-,.,oides the common tree so called,) the Ti)rebintli 01 

'Pm71cntinc tree which belongs to the east. This is a large 
evergreen tree, with wide-spreading branches and numerous 
leaves. If allowed to stand, it is said that it will live a thou
sand years; and when it dies, its place is soon supplied by a 
new trm1k, riHing on the ~ame spot, to equal size, and flourish
ing to an equal age. It was on account of this lasting character, 
and because of the single and separate manner in which they 
often grew, that these trees were sometimes used to designate 
particular places; and an aged T1ircbinth was spoken of with 
1mmething of the same sort of distinction as that with which we 
make mention of a castle or a city Thus we read of the oak 
by Shechcm, the oak in Ophrah, the oak in Jabesh, &c., as 
bning perfectly well known to everybody that had ever been in 
those places. Several such trees grew in the region of Hebron, 
where Abraham dwelt a considerablfl time. :Mamre, the 1:J,·o
ther of Ancr and Eschol, was a per~onage of chief importance 
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11: that district, to whom it especially belonged. Hence, it was 
called, according to the usage just, not.iced, the OalNi, or Tere,. 
binths of .Mamre; for this seems to be what we are t,o under
stand by the Plains of l[am1·e, where the ancient patriarch 
pitched his tent Under the shade of one of these long-living 
trees, his simple dwelling stood; and it is said, that the very 
same tree continued standing till after the time of our Saviour. 
There might have been one growing on the same spot . 

The Fir tree grows to a great height, and continues, like the 
cedar and the terebinth, green all the year. It was anciently 
used for building and for making furniture. It grew especially 
on Lebanon and Carmel. Several other kindia of trees grew 
wild on the mountains; such as the tall, straight, Cypress, used 
at times for the making of dumb idols, because 1t~ wood refused 
to rot, and the stately Pine, well known in every quarter of tho 
world. On lower grounds, along the mountain foot, or by the 
sides of the brook or river stream, or over the bosom of the 
fruitful plain, grew various trees and shrubs of humbler appear
ance. Among these were the Linden, or Teil tree, the Alder, 
the Poplar, the Willow, the Laurel aud the 1/grtle. This 
last is a large shrub, sometimes· growing to the size of a small 
tree, very common in the valleys of Palestine. It is perpetually 
covered with leaves of the most beautiful green, and in its 
season, produces a great abundance of rose-like flowers, which 
delight the eye, and breathe a most fragrant perfume on all the 
air around. 

The Sliittim-wood, so frequently _mentioned in Scripture, 
does not appear to have grown in the land of Palestine. There 
is the best reason to believe that it was the wood of the black 
.Acacia. This tree flourishes in some parts of Egypt, and 
abundantly through the deserts of Arabia. It is of the size of 
a large mulberry tree, with rough bark and spreading branches 
well supplied with thorns. The wood is hard, tough, and capa
ble of receiving from the hands of the carpenter a very smooth 
and beautiful polish. It produces flowers of an excellent fra
grance. Hence, Isaiah joins the Shittah tree with the myrtle, 
a.nd others held in esteem for beauty or richness of smell. 
(Isa. xli. 19.) It was particularly the wood of this treu which 
wafil used in the wilderness for making the tabernacle and its 
furniture;. The wilderness of Arabia, in which the whole work 
was completed, furnishes no other tree at all suited for this use ; 
while the acacia, or shittah, is so admirably fitted for it, by 
reason of its solid, beautiful and lasting character, that a better 
could scarcely have been found, if it could have been possible 
to make ehoirJe out of all the trees in the world. The moun 
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t.ams of Siuai and Horeb might still, as in ancient times, afford 
an abundant supply of the same timber for such a building. 

It is far more difficult to determine what was the Gopher
wood, of which the ark was made. Some have imagined that 
cedar is to be understood under that name; others, that 1t wa,, 
the timber of pine; another cbss conceive that the solid and 
almost imperishable wood of the cypress is so callerl; while a 
still different interprehttion supposes that the word Gopher was 
I.tut intended to signify any particular tree at all, but merely 
expresses some circumstance in the manner of its use in that 
building, as squared timbers, planed wood, or pitched wood, as 
we know the ark was daubed with pitch, within and without. 
From this confusion of opinions, it appears that nothing satis
factory can be known on this subject. 

In Arabia, also, as well a8 in India, grew the Cinnamon tree, 
and the Cassia, that resembles the cinnamon so much; each 
yields a valuable spice, bearing its name to the most distant 
countries. There, also, the precious Fra11ld11cm1se seems to 
have been procured. It is a dry gum, of a yellowish white 
colour, and a strong, fragrant smell, with a warm and biting 
bitter taste, formed. of the sap that flows from some tree which 
travellers have not yet been able to discover and describe. It 
takes fire easily, and burns with a bright and strong flame, 
sending upward.s a heavy cloud of aromatic smoke. Every 
morning and evening, it was thus offered on the golden altar of 
the holy place, in the sanctuary, reprc~enting the prayers of 
saints, which rise as a most aeceptable offering to God, when 
presented through the G-reat High Priest, Christ Jesus. (Ps. 
cxli. 2, Mal. i. 11.) It seemR, however, to have signified espc
cial(IJ, the merits of the Redeemer himself~ which rise like 
grateful perfume with the prayers of his people, and dispose 
God graciously to hear and answer, and without which, no 
prayer of sinful man could ever be regarded by the HoLY ONE. 
( Luke i. 10, Rev. viii. 3, 4.) The .M.1Jrrli, repeatedly mentioned 
in Scripture, was another production of Arabia, procnred, like 
the frankincense, from the trunk of some tree that flourishes in 
that spicy region. This precious gum has an extremely bitter 
tastG, and a strong, though by no means disagreeable, smell. 
Among the ancients, it formed one article in the composition 
of the most costly ointments 'tnd was used by delicate persons 
as a perfume, either by scenting their clothes with it, or by 
carrying it in little caskets in their bosoms. Wine mingled 
with myrrh,-which Matthew calls gall, a word that means any 
thi11g exceedingly bitter,-was offered to our Saviour on the 
m.JSs, to drink, because of its p,Jwcr to take away, in some mea-
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~uN, the sense of pain. Myrrh was much used for embalming 
the dead, anJ is mentioned as one of the articles brought by 
Nicodemus for this purpose, when he came to bury the body of 
Jesus 

CULTIVATED TREES. 

Several trees were cultivated with care, on a()(, unt of their 
fruit, and often became a source of no small p10:&t to the hus
bandman. Of this class, was the Olive. It :.ppcars to have 
been cultivated very early; for we read of oil in the time of 
Jacob. (Gen. xxviii. 18.) This tree grows better in Pales
tine than in any other country of the east, where it is found. 
It flourishes with most advantage on land that is barren, moun
tainous, sandy and dry. Such a soil it finds on the hills just 
over against Jerusalem on the east, where, accordingly, it has 
been so common as to give name to the whole tract--the cele
brated MOUNT OF OLIVES. The Olive is a handsome tiee, 
with wide spreading branches, and leaves resembling those, of 
thP. willow, which continue green all the year. Its truni,. ia 

Olive Tree. 

11omewhat knotty, with smooth bark, and wood of a yellowish 
colour. It flourishes about two hundred years. The fmit, 
when it becomes ripe, is black, and pleasant to the taste; nearly 
all of it is thrown into the oil-press. The oil thus procur.,d ha.i 
,Jways been highly esteemed. The olive has been the emblem 



3ti BIBLICAL ANTlQUl'.l'IES. 

of pwcc among all nations ; perhaps, because an olive-branch, 
br(Jught uy the dove to Noah in the ark, was the first sign 
which he received of peace restoretf between Heaven and earth, 
after the bursting forth of God's awful wrath in the waters of 
the flood. It was also the symbol of prosperity of every kind. 
The oil likewise became the emblem of gladness and joy, and 
more especially of the cheering grace of the Holy Spirit. There 
are, also, H7ld-ot£vai in that country, of no value in ~cmsekes, 
but capable of being grafted into others. (Rom. xi. 17-~4.) 

'fhe Fig tree delights also in dry and sandy soils. It grows, 
in the east, to a considerable size; not rising altogether straight 
in its trunk, but often reaching a goodly height, and dividing 
itself into a great number of branches, well furnished with broad 
leaves, so as to form a very agreeable shade. It was customary, 

Fig Tree. 

among the Jews, to rest themselves under its friendly covering 
(Mic. iv. 4.) Nathanael, it seems, was accustomed to find 
under the branches of such a tree, a retreat for solemn medita
tion aud prayer. It was a retirement so completely concealed, 
probably in the midst of a thick cluster of other trees, that he 
was well persuaded no eye could sec him there, except the all
exploring eye of God. (John i. 48-50.) The fruit of the 
fig tree makes its appearance before the leaves, growing from 
the trunk and large branches, and not frem the smaller shoots, 
tts the fruit of other trees usually docs. 'l'hcrc are three kinds, 
ripening at different seasons of the year. 1. The Fir-st-ripe 
Fig, which appears in the latter part of March, and becomes 
ripe toward the end of June; this is the best sort. (Hos. ix. 
10, Jer. xxiv. 2.) 2. The Smnrncr or Dry Fig, which appears 
about, tho middle of June, and becomes ripe in August. o. The 
lVi'.nter Fig, which appears iu August, and does not ripen till 
a.bout the end of November. All figs, when ripe, but e~pecially 
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ruejfr.~t-ripe sort, fall of themselves. (Nahum iii. E!.) It is 
common to dry them in the sun, and preserve them in masses; 
the1-1e are called calces of figs. (1 Sam. xxv. 18.) As fig trees 
bE gin to sprout toward the end of .l\Iarch, they became a sign 
of the approach of summer : " Now learn a parable of the fig 
treG; when his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is nigh." (Matt. xxiv. 32.) 

The Sycamore tree: or Sycamine, as it is sometimes called, 
abounds especially in Egypt, but is also common in the low 
lands of Palestine. In size and figure, and in the appearance 
of its leaves, it bears much resemblanoo to the mulberry tree. 
[ts fruit grows in clusters on little sprigs like grape-stalks, which 
shoot out directly from the trunk : it resembles the fig; :m 
which account, the tree is sometimes styled the Egyptian fig 
tree. The body of the tree is very large, and it has numerous 
hr.inches growing out from it, almost in a straight direction. 
On this account, it is particularly easy to be climbed. On one 
which stood by the road, Zaccheus climbed, to see the Lord. 
(Luke xix. 4.) It is always green. The wood, which is of a 
dark colour, will last a thousand years; on this account, it was 
much used in building. The fruit is ~n sweet as to be hurtful 
to the stomach, and therefore is not eaten, except by the poorer 
class, who have nothing better. Amos, the prophet, was em
ployed in gathering sycamore fmit; a business that was pretty 
troublesome; for before it will get ripe, it must all be opened 
with the nail, or a piece of iron, to let out the milky juice; 
and this "seems to have been his principal work. The tree 
yields fruit several times through the year, without regard to 
particular seasons. 

'l'he Pomegranate tree grows in almost all countries of the 
cast. It does not rise high, and at a little distance from the 
ground shoots out into a multitude of branches, so as to appear 
like a large shrub. It bean! large, handsome, reddish blossoms, 
shaped like bells. The fruit which these produce is very beau
tiful to the eye and pleasant to the taste. It is about the size 
of a large apple, perfectly round, encircled at the upper part 
with something resembling a crown, and covered with a rind 
which is thick and hard, but easily broken. The juice which 
it affords, is sometimes made into a kind of wine by itself, and 
sometimes mixed with other wine, to give it more sharpness : 
mention is made of the spiced wine of the juice of the pO'flw
(Jranate. (Song viii. 2.) Artificial pomegranates, made to re
sew ble the natural ones, were esteemed, among the J cws, a 
con11iderable ornament; they were hung round the hem of tl1e 
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Pomegranate Fruit. 

bigh priest's robe, (Ex. xxviii. 33,) and on the net work which 
.)0vercd tl..te tops of the two pillars, J achin and B)az, in the 
temple of Solomon, (1 Kings vii. 18.) 

Pomegranate Tree. 
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O,ange and Lemon trees arc not common in Palestine; but 
!,hey have been probably brought there from some more eastern 
country, in later times, as they arc not mentioned in the Sacred 
Volume. 

The Apple tree is mentioned with peculiar praise : "As the 
apple tree among the trceR of the wood, so is my beloved among 
t,he ~ons; I sat down und('r his shadow with great delight, and 
his fruit was sweet to my taste," (Song ii. 3 ;) but the tree 
which we are accustomed to call by this name does not thri-ve 
well in the east, and bears only indifferent fruit; it is generally 
agreed, therefore, that the apple tree of the Scripture is the same 
as the Citron tree. This is a tree of noble appearance and great 
size, furnished with beautiful leaves through the whole year, 
and affording a most delightful shadow. The fruit is very 
sweet and pleasant, of the colour of gold, extremely fragrant, 
and proper to refresh such as arc weary or faint. ·words fitly 
spoken, Solomon tells us, are lil.:e apples of gold in pictures of 
silver. (Prov. xxv. 11.) 

The Palm tree is not now often found in Palestine: the reason 
is, because it needs careful and skilful cultivation, which the 
st.ate of that country has for a long time prevented. It is still 
very common in other regions of the east, and, as it appears 
from the Bible, once abounded in Judea. On ancient coins of 
the Jews, also, the figure uf the palm tree is found somctiw,s 
stamped, often with a sheaf of wheat 
and a cluster of grapes, as a symbol 
of their nation. It rises perfectly 
straight to a very great height, with
out any limbs, except near it.s top, 
which is crowned with continual 
green. It grows most commonly 
in valleys and plains : the finest 
~oves of it, anciently, were found in 
the neighbourhood of Jordan, es
pecially in the plains of Jericho, 
which city was, on this account, 
sometimes called the city of palm tree.~. (,J udg. iii. rn.) Thr 
palm tree produces dates, which grow in large clusters, and be
come ripe in August, September, and Oct.nbc1 These arc 
pleasant to eat, and are often preserved a long time in solid 
rnasses, after the juice has been forced out with a press. The 
juice makes the date wine. The palm is considered, by eastern 
people, to be the most noble and excellent of all trees; hence, 
a beautiful person is compared to it, (Song vii. 7,) and alsc 
11 l"eligious, upright man. (Ps. xl1ii. 12.) It ~emus to lir 
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intended, in tnat beautiful image of the first Jlsa1m: ·' He 
~hall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bring{'tl1 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shalt not wither." J t 
was usual to scat.tor branches of palm in the way before kings, 
when they entered, on public oceasions, into cities; it was, 
therefore, a mark of highe~t honour to the Saviour, wLen the 
people " took branches of palm trees and went forth to meet 
him," (John xii. 13,) and strewed them before him, as he en
tered into Jerusalem. (Matt. xxi. 8.) In the Grecian games, 
those who conquered were rewarded, frequently, with a branch 
of palm: to this there is allusion in the vision of St. John: 
"I beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man could num
ber--stood before the throne and the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands." (Rev. vii. 9.) This 
denotes victory over Satan and sin, crowned with the reward of 
eternal glory. The likeness of the palm tree was often earved 
in ornamental work. 

The Balsam or Balm tree also grew formerly in Palestine, 
though, for want of culture, it is not found there now. It is 
still raised in some parts of Arabia and Egypt. There are 
three kinds of it; two growing like shrubs, the other a regular 
tree. The balm, mentioned in the Bible as an article of com
merce and a valuable medicine, is made either of the sap of the 
tree, or of the juice of its fruit. Gardens of balm were, at a 
very early period, cultivated in the neighbourhood of Jericho 
and Engedi, and also in Gilead: the balm of Gilead was par
ticularly esteemed. (Gen. xxxvii. 25, Jer. viii. 22.) 

The Almond tree is the first to blossom in the opening year. 
It is covered with its snow-white flowers in the latter part of 
January, and before the end of :March displays its ripe fruit. 
The rod of an almond tree, seen by Jeremiah in vision, denoted, 
from this circumstance, the rapid approach of God's threatened 
judgments : "Thou hast well seen; for I will hasten my word 
to perform it." (-for. i. 12.) 

'fhe Vine deserves especial mention. It was, no doubt, cul
ti vatcd before the flood, as Noah, immediately after coming out 
c,f the ark, planted a -vinc,,1ard and dranlc of the wine. The 
soil of Palestine was of the best sort, for raising it; and hence 
it became a principa! object of attention to the Jewish husband
man. In particular the mountains of Engedi and the valleys 
of }Jshcol and Sorel>'. were celebrated for their grapes. These 
places were all in the territory which foll to the tribe of Judah. 
'!'here seems to be an allusion to this advantage, in the blessmg 
pronounced upon that tribe, prophetically, by the dying Jacob· 
• Binding his foal to the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice 
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A 1-.~o»rl 'f' .. "C. 

'°".ne, he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the 
blc,od of grapes." (Gen. xlix. I 1.) The cluster.-, of grapes 
grow, in that country, at the prc,ent dny, to the weight of twelve 
pounds; in aneient times, no doubt, they wen; often larger. 
One of these great clusters, from the vnle of Eshcol, the spies 
brought to :Moses, as a sample of the fruitfulness of the land, 
bearing it bet1cecn two, on n slojJ; that its large grapes might 
not be bruised together. (Numb. xiii. 2B, 2-L) ~ Some vines, in 
growing, ran along the grouml; others grew upright of them• 
selves, without any support; while :1 third. sort needL~d a pole or 
frame, to assist them in rising, and t,1, bear up their weight. 
Vineyards were generally planted upon the sides of hills and 
mountains, toward the south. The Palestine grapes are mostly 
red or black; whence the common expression, tlw blood rif 
grapes. The vine was sometimes employed to make sceptres 
for kings. To sit under a man's own vine and fi!J tree, was a 
phrase signifying a state of prosperity and peace. (Mic. iv. 4.) 
Our Lord compares himself to a viue: "1 am the true vine and 
my Father is the hnsbandman. I am the vine; ye arc t,he 
br:tnchcs." (,Tnlm xv. l, G.) As tlw trunk, planted and dressed 
bv the husbandman'~ care, affonb life 1md nourishment to 
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Palestine Grapes. 

it.~ l,ranchcs, and enables them to bring forth clusters of gra:rcs; 
r;o is He the source of all spiritual life and strength and fruit
fulness, to h,s people, appointed of God the :Father, and sent 
fnrth into the world, that he might become such to every one 
that believeth on his name. The Jewish nation is also com
pared to a vine, and to a vineyard, to denote the kind care which 
it had received from Goel. (l's. lxxx. 8, Is. v. 1.) 

The V,-ne of Sodom grows in the neighbourhood of Jericho, 
not far from the Dead 8ca. It protluccH grapes of a poisonous 
kind, bitter as gall. l\loses compares the rebellious Israelites to 
this plant: "Their vine is the vine of ~c>dom, and of the ficldi, 
of Gomorrah ; their grapes arc grapes of gall, and their cluster~ 
are bitter." (Dcut. xxxii. 32.) 

PLANTS. 

Of Pktnt.~ belonging to Palestine, there are mentioned m thr, 
Bible several of useful or agreeable character, and some of hurt
ful and unlovely sort. The Lily displays uncommon elegance 
in that country : " Solomon," we are told, " in all his glory, 
was not arrayed like one of these." (Matt. vi. 29.) Here, too, 
we may notice the Rose, though of a somewhat higher clas.~. A 
great, many kinds of it are found in the east; some of them very 
reir.ar1:able for the richness and b,,auty of their flowers, and the 
de!ightful fragrance which they Hend forth. The roRe of Sharon 
was particularly fine, iu ancient days. (Song ii. 1.) The llfrmd
rnl.:e in a kind of melon, with pleasant r:rudl and ta~te Tht1 
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,llustard-plant rises from the smallest seed into the likc1.ess of ~ 
tree. (Matt. xiii. 32.) It presents a remarkable w·owth muung 
herbs, in our own country; but in that region rises c1n<l sprearid 
it~ branches to a much greater extent. The SpU,rwird is a 
much esteemed plant: only an inferior kind of it, however, is 
found in the region where Palestine lies; the ime Spikcrnml, 
or Nard, belong~ to India, in the more distant cast. It grows 
in large tufts, rising upward like tall grass, and has a strong 
aromatic smell. An ointment of the most precious kind is made 
out of it, which anciently was exceedingly prized, and purchased 
with great expense in different countries. A box of it, contain
ing a pound, was valued, in the time of our Saviour, at more 
than three hundred pence. So much Mary poured on his head, 
a short time before his death; a.nd the house was filled with the 
odonr. (,John xii. 3.) 'l'he Aloe is a plant with broad prickly 
leaves, nearly two inches thick, which grows about two feet high. 
A very bitter gum is procured from it, used as a medicine, and 
anciently for the embalming of dead bodies. Nicodemus brought 
a hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes, to embalm the body of 
the Redeemer. (John xix. 39.) Besides this herb, however, 
which is found in eastern countries generally, there is a small 
tree, with beautiful flowers and most fragrant wood, that grows 
in India under the same name. The Hysscp is a small herb, 
growing on mountainous lands, with bushy stalks about a foot 
and a half high. The leaves of it have an aromatic smell, an<l 
a warm bitter taste. It is found abundantly on the hills near 
Jerusalem. Cucumbers and various kinds of Mewns were cul
tivated among the Jews. Egypt, however, produces the finest 
.melons. The Water melon, especially, is raised with great ad
vantage, on the banks of the Nile, and furnishes a most agree
able refreshment in the warm climate of that country. Many 
poor people live on them almost entirely, while they last. The 
Israelites remembered them i1. the wilderness, as well as the 
Leeks and the Onions, with longing desire. (Numb. xi. 5.) 
Onions in Egypt are better than they are anywhere else :n tho 
world, being sweet and pleasant to the taste, without the hard
ness which commonly makes them unfit to be eaten. The 
Thistle and the Nettle, besides several kinds of thorns and bram
bles, were common in the fields of the Jewish farmer. He was 
also troubled with the Ta.re. This tare seems to have been the 
same weed that is now called Darnel, still known in that ·coun
try, as well as in many others. It often gets among wheat and 
otht'ir grain, after the manner of cockle and other such hurtfui 
plants. The bread made of grain in which much of its seed i& 
found, is very unwholesome; it creates dizziness, drowsine~11; 
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oiwl headache. It is all-in1portant, therefore, to separate it 
from the crop. This, however, cannot well be done while ,t is 
p;rowing in the field; because its roots arc so connected wifo 
~hose of the wheat, that to pluck up the one would materially 
injure the other. (l\Iatt. xiii. 24-H0.) 

The different sorts of grain raised by the Jews, were, Wheat, 
which grows in almost every country; ~llfillet, a coarse kincl of 
grain, eaten by the poorer people; Spelt, Barle!J, Beaus, Len, 
tits, Pitches, Anise and Cummin. The two last were common 
small herbs : the Pharisees pretended to great religious scrupu
losity, by carefuly paying tithes of these and other little garden 
plants, such as JIHnt and Rue, while they neglected "the weight
ier matters of the law,judgment, mercy, and faith." (l\Iatt. xxiii. 
2H, Luke xi. 42.) Flax, also, ancl Cotton, were cultivated. 
Cotton grows in large pods, either on trees of considerable size, 
or on shrubs that spring~up from the seed, and last only one 
year. 'l'he word Uorn, in Scripture, is used as a general name 
for all ,,;orts of grain. Rye and oats do not grow in countries 
where the climate is so warm: their place is supplied by bar~ey. 

From this general survey of its different productions, we may 
learn how extremely fruitful Palestine must have been, in the 
days of its ancient prosperity and peace. Every variety of soil 
had its use; some valuable tree or plant growing better upon it, 
than upon any other; so that the poorest and the roughest 
grounds yielded, oftentimes, as much as the fairest and most 
rich. While the different kinds of grain flourished on the more 
level and fertile tracts, plantations of the serviceable olive 
covered the barren and sandy hil' 9; the low watery soils of clay 
nourished groves of the tall and beautiful palm; the steepest 
mountain sides were hung with the rich dark clusters of the vine. 
Jl_v the hand of industry, the naked rocks, on such steep places, 
were covered with earth, and walls were builded to hinder it 
from being swept away with the showers. So, from the bottom 
to the t.op, might sometimes be seen, rising one above another, 
plot after plot thus raised by labour and art, where the vine was 
reared by the husbandman's care, and rewarded his toil with its 
plentiful fruit. As every family had only a small piece of ground 
to till, every foot of it that could be improved was cultivated, 
and no pains were spared to turn it to its best account. Hence, 
tho land had the appearance of a garden, and yielded support to 
a vast number of inhabitants. The country of Lower Galilee, 
e,pecially, hrL~ been celebrated for its fruitfulness. Accordin~ 
to the testimony of Josephus, the Jewish historian, who lived 
just after the time of Christ, that part of it which border ~cl on 
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tlu, lake cf Gennesareth, where our Lord spent so much of his 
time, was especially remarkable for the great variety and plenty 
of its productions; every plant seemed to thrive in it; fruits 
that naturally grow in different climates were raised with equal 
'.!ase here; so that it seemed, says that writer, as if God had 
taken a peculiar delight in that region, and the seasons had 
rivalled each other in the richness of their gifts. 

But when the traveller passes through .Palestine now, his eye 
meets no such scenery of fruitfulness and beauty, over its moun
tains and plains. Large tracts of the country seem a barren 
waste ; the rich covering of the field is gone, and the hills are 
.;tripped of the vine; a thinly scattered people live in compara
tive poverty and idleness, where once the many thousands of 
Israel and Judah found plentiful support. The• country, for 
more than a thousand years, has been given up to be wasted by 
war and crushed by oppression. Its people have been driven 
away and trampled under foot, by cruel enemies. The whole 
land is noYl under the dominion of the Turks, who, instead of 
encouraging industry, leave it without protection and without 
profit. The farmer has no motive to plough and sow; his crops 
would grow up only to be plundered by wandering Arabs; and 
if he could secure any property, it would only expose him to 
danger from the avarice of some tyrant officer of the government, 
determined to seize it all for himself. No wonder, then, that 
"the fruitf-.tl land has been turned into barrenness." It has 
been done, however, "for the wickedness of them that dwelt 
therein," and is a wonderful fulfilment of the threatenings of 
God, delivered even as far back as the time of Moses, (Dent. xxix. 
22-28,) and repeated by the prophets that followed after. 

su:-r10N 11. 
OF ANIMALS. 

IT would require a volume to describe the different sorts of 
insects, reptiles, fishes, birds, and beasts, that are found in Pa
lestine. Many of them are found, also, in our own country, and 
have been known to us all our lives ; but many others are pecu
liar to the cast. We can only notice a few which are frequently 
mentioned in the Bible. 

QUADRUPEDS. 

The Horse. This useful animal is first mentioned in the hu,, 
tory of Jacob and Jooqih. It was, in their time, found in 
F.gypt, and continued, long aft.er, to be much used in that laud 
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It seems to have lived at first, in its wild stal,.. in some part of 
Africa, and in the northern regions of Asia. The Jews mado 
no use of horses before the time of Solomon; their country was 
too hilly for them to be of any service in war, and it was not 
usual then to use them as beasts of burden or labour in times 
of peace. Much use of them seems, indeed, to be discouraged 
in the law of Moses, as it is expressly forbidden for any future 
king to multiply lwrse.5. (Deut. xvii. 16.) Josima also was com
manded of God, when he took horses in war, to cut their ham
strings; and the same thing was long after done by David. 
'l'his was the quickest way of rendering them useless for time to 
come, as it completely disabled them at once, and soon caused 
them to die. Solomon carried on a great trade in horses; they 
were brought in great numbers, in his day, from Egypt. After 
his time, they were never uncommon in the country. The rider, 
in those times, had no saddle, but sat merely upon a piece of 
cloth. 

The Ox. Cattle of the ox kind are smaller in eastern coun
tries tLan with us, and have something of a lump on the back, 
just over the fore-feet. The finest kind were raised in the rich 
pastures of Bashan, where they became very fat and strong, 
and sometimes exceedingly fierce. These animals were highly 
esteemed among the Jews for their usefulness, and seGm to have 
held pretty much the same rank of importance with the farmer 
that the horse has among us. Bulls and cows were both uHcd 
to the yoke, and employed to draw the cart and the plough, 
and tread out the grain when it was gathered to the threshing
floor. A particular law was made by God, that the ox should 
not be muzzled, or have his mouth bound, when he was engaged 
in this last employment. (Deut. xxv. 4, 1 Cor. ix. 9, 1 'fim. 
v. 18.) Besides the labour of the animal, however, the cow 
was valued, as with us, for her milk, which was either drunk in 
its simple state, or made into cheese of various kinds. Horns 
arc frequently used in the Bible as the sign of strength and 
power: to have the horn exa{(,l'd, d aotes prosperity and triumph, 
(Ps. lxxxix. 17, 24 ;) to have it cut off, signifies the loss of 
power. " All the horns of the wicked," says David, "will I 
cut off; but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted." (Ps. 
lxxv. 10.) To lift up the horn, is to act proudly. Christ is 
called a lwrn of salvation, because he is mighty to redeem to 
the uttermost all that come unto God by him. (Luke i. 69.) 

'l'he Ass. In the east, thiP .tnimal has nothing of the mean 
drnracter that belongs to it m our country. Asses, there, are 
not only fit for hard labour, but are, at the same time, active 
11.nd beautiful in appearance. In early times, they 1mdo a !aro;t> 




