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Preface 

If retaining the format of the 1943 QMC Supply catalog has appeared both a convenient and pleasant way to show the author's 
extensive collection, we should also point out that a multitude of items illustrated here were not issued by the Quartermaster Corps, 

such as weapons and signals equipment for instance, and that these were referred to in specific catalogs of different sizes. 
Please note that most items are not reproduced to scale. 

All period photographs, except when otherwise mentioned, are from the author's collection. 



FOREWORD 

Left and opposed page. 
During the war, this flag was displayed by a many an American home keeper behind a front window. 

The blue star meant that a household member was in the service. This design was also repro­
duced on a wide range of cheap jewelry (necklaces, bracelets, ear clips ... ) . Examples 

of this 'sweetheart jewelry' are illustrated at right and on the previous page. 

S ince the publication of what is now Volume 
One of the GI Collector Guide nine 
years ago, its unmitigated success 
and the many contacts I have been 

able to entertain with other avid collectors 
the World over have compelled me to update 
this first attempt. 
Volume Two contains an overwhelming majority of new 

collectables, especially regarding the Draft, the induction and 
training of recruits, the WAC, the Medical Department, the Corps 
of Chaplains, the Military Police, the Signal Corps and the small 
personal possessions of every GI. Several chapters, such 
as Uniforms and Equipment are now exhaustive 
thanks to major additions. 

I wish you a happy reading and invite 
you to read again the foreword to Volume 
One, as my approach to the subject has 
not changed since. 

The congratulations leaflet by 
Supreme Commander General 

Eisenhower, handed to every Allied 
soldier shortly after VE-Day, see also page 221 

' ' Ever since my younger years, I have been interested in my 
country's historic past, especially in the Second World War 
and the United States Army. I was fascinated by the tremen­
dous power it brought to bear to overcome the enemy. This 

army not only supplied its soldiers with the most modern equipment 
and uniforms, suitable for any combat situation, but went as far as 
treating them with their favorite drinks or candy bars. 

I started collecting in the early eighties and I always strove to 
acquire items in the best possible condition, as their markings, when 
still readable, provide a wealth of information about manufacture 
dates and models. My only source then was a photocopy of the 
1943 Quartermaster Corps Supply Catalog 3-1, but many books 
and articles on the subject have been published since. 

I have aimed in this book to gather as much information as 
possible on the uniforms and equipment of the American soldier 
in Europe during the 1943-1945 period. All the while, I cannot 
boast that all will be told here, as it is most likely that future 
research will uncover more material. 

The purpose of this book is also to assist the enthusiast in his 
quest for authentic items while the militaria market is nowadays 
'infected' with numerous repros, notwithstanding the leftovers 
from the wardrobes of recent American war movies and TV 
serials. 

I hope that young collectors reading this book will be attrac­
ted to American WW2 militaria, so that the sacrifice of those 
who fought for the liberation of Europe is not forgotten." 

Henri-Paul Enjames 
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II INTRODUCTION 

1. Infantry divisions order of battle, 1944 
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2. 11Ie 10th Mountain division order of battle, 1944 

:: a~ .5 ls .s &l &l .s 
.S; Mountain Field .s ~ l:l § .s ~ l:l ,._ 
.f:! 

§"' " 
§ .:,l § ~ ~ -~ ·= Infantry Regiment Artillery Battalion 8 ~i C ·-

~ ~~ :;§~ :§I 

10 85 86 87 604 605 616 10 10 10 126 

3. Airborne Divisions order of battle, 1944 

:: Glider Parachute " 'E' &l 
.S; Glider Field Parachute Field 

E ._ E ,._ 
.f:! Infantry Infantry ] ·§ ~ C ~ 

·= Artillery Bn Artillery Bn i: "' 
~ Regiment Regiment .:: -~ ~-~ 

'<l;--,; IC-<l 

13 88 326 515 676 677 458 153 129 

17 194 507 513 680 681 464 466 155 139 

82 325 504 505 319 320 376 456 80 307 

101 327 401 502 321 907 377 81 326 

4. Armored Divisions order of battle, 1944 

:: Armored Field .ii"' .S; Armored .f:! Tank Battalions Artillery ; ·= Infantry Battalions 
~ Battalions ~ 

1 1 4 13 6 11 14 27 68 91 81 

2 66* 67* 41* 14 78 92 82 

3 32* 33* 36* 54 67 391 83 

4 8 35 37 10 51 53 22 66 94 25 

5 10 34 81 15 46 47 47 71 95 85 

6 15 68 69 9 44 50 128 212 231 86 

7 17 31 40 23 38 48 434 440 489 87 

8 18 36 80 7 49 58 398 399 405 88 

9 2 14 19 27 52 60 3 16 73 89 

10 3 11 21 20 54 61 419 420 423 90 

11 22 41 42 21 55 63 490 491 492 41 

12 23 43 714 17 56 66 493 494 495 92 

13 24 45 46 16 59 67 496 497 498 93 

14 25 47 48 19 62 68 499 500 501 94 

16 5 16 26 18 64 69 393 396 397 23 

20 9 20 27 8 65 70 412 413 414 30 

(*) These units remained regiments during the war as the 2d and 3dArmored Divisions were not 
reorganized as 'light' divisions in September 1943 (see Volume I page 126). 
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224 717 411 517 17 
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501 47 16 123 141 

502 48 17 2 142 

503 45 23 3 143 

504 4 24 126 144 

505 75 22 127 145 

506 76 25 128 146 

507 77 33 129 147 

508 78 53 130 148 

509 2 9 131 149 

510 80 55 132 150 

511 81 56 133 151 

512 82 119 134 152 

513 83 124 135 153 

514 84 125 136 154 

516 216 216 137 156 

520 220 220 138 160 



II I-THE WARTIME DRAFT 

1. The Draftees 
In 1940, to bolster tbe nation's defence, the American government 

decided to increase the Army's strength by instituting a draft. The 
Selective Training and Service act was passed by Congress on 16 
September. Local draft boards were tasked with the registration and 
selection of all male citizens between 20 and 36, thus preparing for 
their enlistment. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, in December 1941, 
registration was extended to men between 20 and 45. The 37-45 age 
group was however not called upon to serve during the war. As of 
April 1942, men between 45 and 65 were registered, thenfromJune 
1942 on, all 18-year olds. The latter category were not drafted before 
November 1942. Late in June 1944, about 22-millionAmerican males 
between 18 and 37 had registered for the draft. 

The Army and You is a brochure describing how a 
citizen is turned into a soldier by the military. 

SSS: The Story of Selective Service, published in 
1945, is the official story of the World War 1\vo draft. 

Above. 

****** 
THE ARMY AND YOU 

Another civilian booklet on Army life, aimed at the draftees and 
their relatives. 

Right. 
Army Life is the 1944 edition of the older Soldier's manual. 

Below. 
This map, printed on the reverse with Army insignia, indicates 
the main Army stateside posts. 



1- THE WARTIME DRAFT 

2. The volunteers 
All men between 18 and 36 could volunteer and enlist in the Regular Army. They 

would have to register with their draft board and follow the same processing as the 
draftees. Men under 21 years of age had to obtain their parents' consent in writing 
before enlisting. All branches of the service had recruiting teams combing the country 
for volunteers. 

SERVICE 
C-Wnh lhe 
COLORS 

Below. 
This booklet was meant to help a recruit obtain good 
scores at the Army General Classification Test. 

Below. 
Dark blue wool armband worn by Army recruiting 

teams. Like all regulation armbands, its size is 4 by 18 

fll llE 

ARMY TESTS 

T,lilP U•H fMU.~. A~ 
rtrr-.. __ ._._. ... ,. 

jl,-.lio ........ J'_.._ 

.......... w,..-.,,.-til-,l,,I 

.. '"'.,."~-"'-.& 

inches. The white wool 
stitched-on letters are 

about 1-inch high. The 
armband was worn on 

the left sleeve, held most 
often by a safety pin. 

Left. 

Right. 
193 7 Army recruiting 

poster. 

Service with the Colors 
is a pamphlet handed out 
by Army recruiters. 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY 
The 

U.S. ARMY 
Uu V acaociu for Y mma: 

Men of &eeUent 
Character 

Left. 
The Army Recruiting 
Service shoulder patch. 

Below. 
A large recruiting poster 

from 1941. 

I,. 

ltJ fl& 

Mahe the 
REGULAR 

ARMY 
your 

CAREER 

~ATES ARMY RECRUITING SERVICE 

II 



II I-THE WARTIME DRAFT 

3. The draft's administrative steps 
A. The Selective Service Local Board 

Each citizen eligible for the draft was reviewed by a local civilian board whose task 
was to provide him with a registration certificate and make him take a first physical 
examination. After this test and an interview, the registrant was declared fit or unfit for 
service. If fit, the 'selectee' could be ordered to report at an induction station within 
three weeks. He would then take more thorough physical tests. 

11--111011-2: 

Left. 
1\vo of the six selective service 
regulations books published on 
September 23, 1940: 
Volume 1: Organization and 
Administration 
Volume 2: Registration 
Volume 3: Classification and 
Selection 
Volume 4: Delivery and 
Induction 
Volume 5: Finance 
Volume 6: Physical Standards 

Right. 
Registration certificate variant 

(D.S.S. Form 2 - Revised 
6/9/41) 

Below. 
NOTICE TO REGISTRANT 
TO APPEAR FOR PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATION (D.S.S. Form 
201 - Revised 4/1/42) 

f' 'bit, I• Pth·,t.,, ~l'VJlil 
~,or.r.-.....'JaOIJI 

,..,._r •• ....... ~--• ----- ... - ~-------.,-___ __.. ______ , __ 
____ --...._ __ ..,. 

-----· ... -·-----·-----. 

Above and below. 
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE (D.S.S. Form 2) made out to one 
Edward John Walton on 16 October 1940. 

• 
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT 

R.1.c~ H~(A,,,~x.) 
~ -~& ....... 

Wr.lOBT.~IJ 

/a.5'. . 
COIIPUl:JON 

Wblta ✓ 
Neg~ --
Orieotftl --- --
!_r:.d~ 

Filipino 

• Sallow 
Ens / HAIR 

Light 
Blufl ✓ Blonde Ruddy 

~ Red Dark 
Hazel Brown J Freckled 

...!!!2.!E_ Black Light brown --
Black ._2!.ay Dack browo --

Bald Blad< 

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 
This Is to certify that lo oeoordaoee with the 

~ 

Selective Service Proclamation ol the President of the United States 

., 
! . 16 October -10 ')--8~ b .. beeo duly regj$te~/)"···~-·of3i~ 

:I ·---'?P!!!:f •• itt;;..~~-;.-if;::~;-·············· j IlOii•trar for l..ocal Bi/ ••••••••••••••• ··--····----·• .... ..N .. Ye 
(NumOO) (C11¥ at oou.111y) (Stat.o) 

THE LAW REQOIRSS YOU TO HAVE THIS CARD l"i YOUR 
PERSONAL l'OSSESSION AT ALL TIMES 

D. S, S, FOrm 2 I6-2Hl3l 
(R•vlsoo 6/9/41) 

NOTICE TO REGIS,RA 
TO APPEAi\ FOR 

PHYSICAL F.XAMINATJOI' 



Above. 
Further to registration, draft boards had to classify the registrants and volunteers 
under one of the following four categories: 
Category I: Available for military service 
Category II: deferred on account of important civilian occupation 
category III: draft-exempt (family support) 
Category IV: Draft-exempt for various reasons (overage, physical or mental disability) 

Below. 
ORDER TO REPORT FOR INDUCTION (D.S.S. Form 150- Revised 7/13/42) 
This order was mailed to Orville H. Youssi, his draft board would provide him with a 
transportation ticket to the induction station (see also on page 136 for more details 
on this man's war). 

Bottom. 
Letter send by Youssi to his employer, the Milwaukee (Wisconsin) Police Department, 
to inform them of his imminent call to the colors. 

1- THE WARTIME DRAFT 

111a~, 

--..: ... --- .~ ... !l'a. ____ _ 

- "-" .. __ -.. -.i.v cn,;'lo,I ~ ?-1 11-. ... i.,-1an 1\26 .t ti. 

- s.r,,.1oo Fq,Jla.~. 

na.J-l bm,t ~ etYt~ ,- ~ ..i...oa!~Uoiio lrlt' .,_ 

~ ~ ~ 11!11~• ,:,-~ n,. - ... .. tlu.l.!r!od &-1. W.■ ua.. 
mt,..,_--.: ,IJ1'11l114 ~ ~ "'ll' Allu-1 r.fi'Ual,.. .., •!l&~!!r. !ff 

~,Jll,W, :-0. 6dln Uo ~ - Lo .-i.: ... !!I ... ~~ 

01-m.orti,;e, 

nb-tlH~"-t:rt"llhbo,..,. 1,:vv-<~•laatJ~ 

~ b "'llo ~ o>,! ~'ll:.\ 11111'__.t :='i>l-~ 4'-.& 

-(N-lt.ol,..r.,n,,t.. orl.;C."-,1,,oll!r -b~'tll,i, 

~ m!.!t!OfC.11 W'&\.J.1"1!1 IJ'~'11,~j ,,,,_" a' ~I I \,e<• 1 -\. 

Ql. ..,.,1,1.. 1 llJ' to,. l-1 -

k~- :-,::: tilm,JM)"" '1},, •11!~-a,,- .. ~ 

Above. 

II 

Official letter send to one Joe Lawrence, to let him know that his current classification 
would be reviewed. 

Ollila 'W ~ RIii, INDIWl'I 

(JUl!rtKQ, 

Jlhlior~,,....-lio ■ ---"',_ ~Ila_.,,..__ ___ ,. i:._..,._ .. 11,o_,_ __ O,,lfol""-- .. 

' ... 

Below, and inset. 
ORDER TO REPORT PRE-INDUCTION PHYSICAL EXAMINATION (D.S.S. Form 215) 

From February 1944, in order to simplify the draft process, the pre-induction physical 
examinations held by the local draft board and later at the induction station were 

replaced by a single examination by Army physicians. 

~I • ·--~ .... ---.--
OmnroJlqw;,t 

l'r--in11u,11iio P.,.tq,I l:nmln■llam 

~ .. P-1.J.1 ./ ,1.. u.,,.J s,.,..,, 
,.. .11114 (l;M) 

..... -~- .. ft-l'llr-lOll--ol. 

- 100. cit;r an. ~ mi.. ~ 
•ho.-.. ~ -----.-----

___ ,,,_ 
...................... ~ia ..... f'Jlllll ........ lf ....... ~ ..... -.w.-tdltlfiwll~ 

,_,__,..,_._.,.~llll!llllif- ...... fllllt-,1.'I, .... - lR 
~---~aftllll.l.illp,l~ .... ii:.--~"7 ~ .. 
....... ~ .. ........-. ....... .- .... ~ ... .__.. .... 
..... _,-....__.. ......... ...-,1 ~ w-lliaa...W 
"' """""' .. .,__....,,,111111111 .... J"N ........... ..-,:t,,......, ... .,. .. ~-'IM 
l.-l-...,,..,-_,..,..,.,.._:r....J...,--W..:~-'t.t.f•• .... • .. w,..--r1.-
- - - - • -- -ll!lnlll to -----

- -- •Ill - plaN ,6211-laial-,l'HlllAI ll-1,t lidl!llail, 1M ..,,..i.■■ , ,_ lo'11 11 • lW. 11' ~ "" _,. 
-'~-tao~---.t••·----,..l!IIJ'-' 
"'' llwi .nt .. .t 7 All nil •• ■Ill ~ ~lilrlla. zt ...,..... :,w .W, 
Iott"'~ riUda 21 ~ niu.,.,-,.... ---• - IIIQ' HI -

i.!lll•ka1.llir-•• 11■ ~•-

i.. .... 
-~ ......... An-11111j,• ........ 

ti,-..,...,,-,,..._ L,i,allranlUlll...._u.. .............. lNI....... ...~--~ 
.......... l"l'lllftla-1-il-.l..,_._...__l lliMrl,-.,._......_,iaudill 1111.. tard.4 
1-1_ ... ___ .,, ,.. ------



II I-THE WARTIME DRAFT 

B. 11Ie Induction Station 
Upon arrival at the station, the draftee went through a final and 

thorough medical examination, and if declared fit, he would enter the 
United States Army. He would be inducted into the Enlisted reserve for 
seven days, during which he could return home and settle his personal 
affairs before reporting to a Reception Center. 

32866'i'f5 
TAC N0 .. ___ 1Bl4 __ _ ASll. ______ _ 

tJl 

ARME2) FORC~S IJIDUCTIO}l S!'ATIOM 
ORAll!J cetm:..l, PAI.I.CZ 

480 Lerln~ton A'l'e., New York, ff. Y. 

Maro-h 17, 1943 

EX.TRAC? 

far. j,;o. 24 PAC Pe.r lEib AR 615-500 d.e.ted. 9/l/12, ctH•h af the. 
following &nl.iote-d DC"TI, induct-9d into the A:ray of' tl,e Unit-ed statei, 
this i.ls.ta, ii N!llsaised trom aotivc duty thia date, is trensferred to 
tho ~list-od Rsserve Corp.a and will pT'(l,cie,etJ. to Lo-od Boo.rd 722 

l'llblic Sohool #3 Codarlnirat, - lol'II:, 
(Lele.al Bos.rd Adilreii'f 

X&lMr SLA.TUIY, JABS CHIISTOPIIIIB 
-----o:a,111t} (first) (nliMle,) (Cbnirlodion) 

' I 
Ettoethc Har h 2:1., 19-'l~. ""',i:h of th• 111boV(l-nilimed enl1ated• 

!Mn of the EnllirtOO Reservo Corp.a. hi c.alled ta e.ctive duty •nd will 
p:roeeed tro111 th~ ebo~-lht$d Looeil Board. t:o foe-ee_ption Center, CAUP 
UPTON, t~~. r,spQrtilli to th9 C,olrll'tl.!l,ndin& Oi"fidor- thereat ro~y. 

Tll}1 FD ~l P 4:U-04 A 04~5-23; 

BY order of Colonel CHAPPELLE 1 

OFFICIAL, ,j/ "1--1<' ~ 
Ii. U. KIJRTZ?.'ER, 
~pt'.aj.n, Infnntry, 
AdjUUl.!tt, 

H. M. KURTZNER, 
Gaptein, lnfantry, 
Adjutant:., 

IDENTIFJCATION CARD-1!:NLISTED RESERVE CORPS Left. 

Above. 

You El'•'e _ OTT ., soldier 1..n t~lf:I :...ney or the t"ni ted St!rtes~ 

[.,._listed "es<"rv~ Corps ror· sevoil days.. Yo~1 ar,e directed to report 

e.t the Rf'Cl!'l~ioti Cl"'nt£Jr in ae,oordl::incr-••1th orders N:ceived ty you. 

Ir you hllve not ret".-Oivt:d a not1ee, from ~'"O~ Local Boerd telli~ you 

or tbe hour .end plree o"' l!laae11ibly .Pt lP,ast forty-e,;-ht hour.s 1:1 ~dvanee 

or the- data sh<m!I on ;roar orders, contt,ct y~ Local Board ie'.l!::~dif"'toly. 

Strict emrpl1ancc Witt- thc-ee il:!s+..!".·Cti:::m9 is req1•ir,.,.C. 

After your ~r1.v9:l -E!t the- P.<ico}'tfo'l Celtter you will be f"i•rni.ehed 

'111th a cornplot-c :&-ct. of' toilet ~rticLE:s:, 1nnlud1ng s:hsv.f.ns. eq11iprrcnt, 

!los.p, toothbr 1J3I'- 1:>r..d cor.it-, end an th-r foll.0•1.'ir.G, =-orn1ng o.ll nf'ceeieery 

items or clothine- will be i.ss1iBd. It is. enentiel tl:'at- yoo rc.fr!'in 

frol:'l teking cxtr.e civiH,:in clot~!l@, hs.:Kl. lUe(s.re, trunks, radios, etc,, 

to Reception Cent.er d··e to the, ltr.dt<!d -~ecilit:1ee for- cbll;"eldn, end. 

Por +he CO!!!!M'lding Ol'f:1.eer: 

ARiiaFD FO?.r::::s LiIDCTIO;' STATIOii 
C,P~'Lt!I" GFt-i-"'.LP.fJ. ?i.I.J.CI. 

4.E.O Lrxing:tun :.vc,.,:!r- 'fc;rlt.r.Y. 

This letter informs James C. Slattery that he is drafted and allocated to the 
Enlisted Reserve. He has seven days before reporting to the Camp Upton (NY 
State) reception center. All practical information about the reception process is 
printed on the reverse of the form. 

Thio ;, to Cmi/y, n..., _H!!r.o:.11 _F.lltll..''L----·······..fld..._·--···~& .. _ 
(N$1 C~) (ArmOl'~fT!ct-) 

. Serial No ••.. :l29l~23~i\ll"uc~ -~r;;t1J:01'd,...1/...:--;; 1--.,.. r.=:i •gra<!, ,hown in __ af!l~_L!;!!., :~.Jl.~1;..l.'!ilt..1on 
Enliat<d ~ C.,,,,. ol the Army ol '1 Unit<d Stoic., on the __ ..14.. ____ day of 

___ .April ____ ., on• thoosand nin, hundred and .•. i'f.l\if "-l¾.M.----·• lo, 

the~folltJ~'.'..!'.:.~:.J ... "'.0.3 When~)•hee.,u.J.~;..,.ofaa,,and 
by ocwpation • .Td.ophoD.<1 . ..irul .. ~or.-JHe hu brora. eyea, . ..bDm,n 

IDENTIFICATION CARD - ENLISTED 
RESERVE CORPS (WD, AGO Form 166) 
This was made out to man who had 
been drafted at 35 and mustered out 
after one year of service, prior to the 
National Emergency. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RE.Si ll'lSTS UPON M.\.K[NG CR.ANGE 
0 \DDRESS 

!mmodi•tdy up,m making ....... of ,.,;denc,, • member ol th, 
£.nl~t.cd R~uw- Corps will no 1 his commanding offiocr-al the fact, or 

1 the wmman.dins 1eneral of-the vice command, if not a"igned. to a unit, 
~ta.ting h~ new plaoc. of rnic!en and address. He will i.llo ~ a duplj. 

:·~r:eop~=t t ~~~ to ~i~~ng-'1,7~~ °:~ :.T:! 
W. D .. A. C, 0. Form No. 167 nd;vidual R<port ol Enlutcd Reservist). 

-=-which me.y be obt&ir~d from the 1m.rHt Army atation or post. Howt:Vtt, 
it ma.)' be by kttc:r, poat ca.rd. prepaid tdeiram. 

hair, ... .rJ.lli.c!Yccmp!,.fon, and i,5 ____ !<et 7_-4 ;net,,. in height, 

Dates of invnunizotion, Smallpo,< _l;;~i:~ IN; Typhoid 
_____ Other ·····-···-D UCU-0!1-Sl'.Al'~ type 

l \ th Infantry Ar111ory 
·--- Sueee Avonue and. Jay Street . 

Civen et He~ ______ r_,ck~,r-;!ur:r.------ thit 

.. JL .. day of ... h.l!l'.+,L- .. one ~~ 2widr<d .Eart.<r.tlu:ee 
•o- .. ..-,.. .. ~....,_ ,4"77 ),/,I . -,,'r-~ 

FOR THE <XlMMANDINC OFFICER. •• ""··-'-f:i.: .. :,,'/~ 
w.».,.a..o.o,FormNo.2"--{)(_WM"~::_) E. 1. WARTUI• let~,.!!; 

-------

Below. 
(WD, AGO Form 202) 
Card sent to R. Van Wells' parents to 
inform them that their son had been 
accepted for service and ordered to 
report at the Camp Grant 
Induction station. 

1ttati,tttiu111tirrr1111t(Jtn~,-.1l!ll , ____ .;.,_ ______ ~ 

~'"',GO, ILLINOIS 
~TO A.VOID -------a(lm.rhidlon ■tatloia) ------------- _ ...... .... 
~ -~ -----

l!r • Stanley S . VI ells 
ll.6 W, Second St. 
Belvidere,Ill 

Thia ii- to advi.1!18 you that 

_.Rc,Wt...it.n..'t~!..lJ.s ~ 986 5 hM beoo 
. P,'lllJ0:11) r . (.A,_,,,jfflitil)l' .. lrllOOflp~) 

•rejected !or ad:in m.llit..ry Nlrvioe •nd 'rt!tt1rncd to M, home. 
• t.(UJ.Cpted for aotive mllit.a.ry aenrice. Bo hu loft, this elation en route to a reception 

oenter al. ' w.p._._G.r_a.n_t.,....---------- where he will 
remain for • ■hort time and then be eont to another llta.tlon. Aa be will be in tranalt for 
the ne:ii:t few d11y11, it will bo difficult for :tnttU to ro11.i::h hiDi. It li!i t.bcrc.forn rnquCl!ltcd 
that. no attempt be ma.de to (!Qmmunl011te with him e:i:~ept In 11.n emergency until 
you reoeive further adviiee u to the addrcmi to which mail for him 11.bould be sent, 

ThUII card to be made out aod malled &t ioductlon iit6t1o.o a\ tlme ol. tr•nafer 
therefrom. 

• Strite out clause not applicable. 

W. D., A.. 0. 0- JIX)rm. No. 1'1)11 
Ausw& ?, 190 



C. The Reception Center 
During the few days the draftee would spend at the recep­

tion center, he received his uniform and equipment issue 
and took the Army General Classification Test. This would 
help determine how he could usefully fit into the Army. The 
next step would be his transfer to a Replacement Training 
Center for 13-weeks basic training before being assigned to 
a unit. At the beginning of the war, however, many draftees 
were directly assigned to a unit for basic training. 

Right. 
The newspaper of the New Cumberland (Pa.) Reception Center. 

This Army Post was catered for by the 3rd Service Command, 
whose shoulder patch is reproduced within the title. 

I-THE WARTIME DRAFT 

}l.{CIPTION CfNJ{R 

G®I~ 
NE.\V CUMBERLAND, PA. 

No. D 

Tumbling Champion Inducted, 
Awaiting Assignment Here 

SOLDIER, UNHAND THAT GAL! 

Former Olympic Star 
Woo International 
Fame Io Specialty 

Below. 
This postcard was mailed from Camp Grant to Robert Van Well's parents, to 
inform them of their son's safe arrival. 

Bottom. 
This chit was given to every recruit at the Reception Center so he would 
remember his serial number and company. 

FOOT-MEASURING, 
OUTFIT (M-1937) 
The Army adopted its first 
foot-measuring device in 1918, 
the 'Resco Army Shoe Fitting 
System.' 

This ensured the precise 
measuring of the foot length 
and width, and therefore 
the issue of fitting shoes. 
Manufactured from brass, 
then aluminum from 

,WAR oe-P,\.HT?!if".t'{"f 

f'. O. ){r°:C.t-:L'1'L0~l-~:~:i~:il, 

CAMl' QU,1'\~T. -

~~l'IGIAL \!l:"t.l"IIH'li-"I 

IN THE S2RVICE or HIS COUHTBY 

Ho:,,dque.rtr&n!I Reception Cenur 
Camp Gr.ant, llUnou 

II 

1937, the foot-shaped 
template shows a scale 

from 4 to 15 for length 

Fri V&t~-~-IJ.-~J]Q.~.~-lrr..J.~~~--~--~-~11 StAtH ,\r~y 
has arrive(! ~lllfely U, Ct11mp Onnt, tllin.o11!1, &nd. has been 
H8i1ned to the Ret;-e:ption Ctnter for & few dAYI. Yo\l 

and A to EE for width. When 
measuring a soldier's foot, the 
latter had to wear socks and 

carry a weight of 40 pounds 
( the average weight of the 
field pack and weapon) 
so his arches would be 
flattened as much 
as possible. 

will roeUv• not.ice of hie peraan,enr. addrees shortly. 
Na visitors will 'tit allo,red. RO:l3U'1 W PE.!iOl.flON. .... 

·-··c;;;prrir.-eum.....SiaJ-,-·------·-···· 

. -----------
CLARKE'S UNIVERS'AL FOOT MEASURER 

WEST SOMERVILLE, MASS. 
_ PAT . .!.,5_1!_~~36 OTHE11..S~PENDING MAOF;: __ IN-1!,S A. 

Left 
FOOT- MEASURING, OUTFIT, MEN'S (M-1943) 
With this new device, both feet could be measured at the same time. 
Another device for measuring the feet of women was adopted in 1944. 
This was scaled from 3 to 16 for length and AAA to EEEE for width. 

Above. 
Close-up on the manufacturer's markings and patent number. 



II 2- THE TRAINING CAMPS 

Left, center and bottom. 
Information brochures handed 
out to new arrivals at the training 
centers. Men assigned to the Infantry 
Replacement Training Centers (IRTC) 
at Camp Joseph T Robinson (Ark.) 
or Fort McClellan (Ala.) were sent to 
flesh out infantry units overseas or 
divisions being activated in the States. 

1. Arrival at the camp 
All through the 13 weeks of basic training, the recruit would learn the rudiments 

of Army life, such as close order drill, guard mounting, weapons training, squaring 
away his gear and bunk He would be taught field hygiene, first aid, defence against 
gas, bayonet drill and map reading. 

A 'Rookie's' typical day would begin by 'Reveille' at 05.40, when he would 
be waken up by a bugle call, then 20 minutes to wash, dress, make his bunk 
and report for morning call. After breakfast, the barracks would be cleaned 
and prepared for the daily inspection. Then would start the actual military and 
physical training, with a mid-day lunch break. The Army Day ended at 17.00 with 
the colors ceremony. The recruit could then study or relax before 'lights out' at 
23.00. But he could be thrown out of bed in the middle of the night for a march 
or night problem. During 'basic,' trainees were constantly evaluated and the most 
promising men were promoted to NCO positions or selected for Officer candidate 

T9CIIIRCil IU,Jla.J, 

AIUl1' Dl8TlmCTIUN 

FORT 
CUSTE 

* 

TII n-• 

school. But for the majority, the next step 
would be the assignment to a unit. 

Left. A manual for instructors, listing all 
training aids and teaching techniques 
available to prepare their courses. 

Below. 
Camp Reynolds (Penn.), formerly the Shenango 
Personnel Replacement Center until 
September 1943, was built 
in 1942 and closed down -

at the end of the war. More 
than one million soldiers 

slated for overseas service 
passed through 

this transit camp. 

Right. 
More than ten divisions and 

a myriad smaller units trained 
at Fort Dix (New Jersey) before 

embarking for overseas theaters of 
operations. At war's ends, Fort Dix 

was a separation center for more than 
1,200,000 soldiers. 

Below. 

'ftilr.ltNl'k!lli'i4''M~ilM 
IMillll!t~•rw ... ,MIM!~ 
11'_-.,lllaaJNl.•tll.11!1tfla'h 
-....-~..nil,- ........ 
,..-,.11,~'ft.~liiliil .. __ .. _..,_ 
- -- --- - IUill: brll wni' .. niall iirlilf.lif!l;PmUillll'fiiil'll'llft.•w 
--floo- ■ IIO!'.l!l!!!,I, 
talillll·~. ,.,..lriallUtt!.., .... 
n"ltJtt;J'YO,nlUl"'in:rAOE. 

GRENADE, HAND, TRAINING, MK IA 1, 
A hollow grenade casing, in cast iron, with simulated fuze and lever, used to 
train for throwing the actual Mk II fragmentation grenade. In order to make 
the device more realistic, a re-usable pin and ring were fitted to the fake 
fuze. The training grenade was stored in 24-units crates. 

INFORMA: 0 
BAND BOO 

FOR THE OLDIER 

X 



-· -... '"' ~ ............ ..................... -

Souvenir photographic 
portfolios on life 

at the training 
establishments. Fort 

Bliss (Texas) was the 
anti-aircraft artillery 

school, Camp Wolters 
(Texas) an Infantry 

Replacement Training 
Center and Fort 

Benning (Georgia), 
the Home of the 

Infantry, hosted the 
Infantry School since 
its inception during 
the First World War. 

2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

Below. 
Newspapers printed in the US for personnel of the 

71st, 89th and 104th Infantry Divisions, and the 
10th Mountain Division, all activated at Camp Carson 

(Colorado). Camp Chaffee, in Arkansas, was the home of 
several units before they left for Europe or the Pacific. 

-·­.._ .. 
..... l~lld ... -----­....... Ml ___ - . -- ... .............. ,_..,. 

.......... au ,,,=r -­... -~ ------

II 



II 2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

2. The squad room 

Dl1 SPLAY OF EQUIPMENT 
1/0 ffl'I! 8':lltl!Ul:l, Clll~, .U!mleD l'lll)V[ig a 

ffiSB: $JS!#' 
l'lC!JJRil UD IWIJO .., ___ _,, 

~ 0.1' D.Wlillm 

I. 11,U !'ICMt ~. CMI. B:ffltllll 
2. O'l'!Qli:Cl.',.'f 1, ~ lllllim1 
a, P.i.!'Irol!S !I. (!!. ~. B:iD 
•• ~l,,c)IJ',Sf! g. ll,:mTJI' l'.1.lo-,S 
Ii. ltt.D lo. ffi1ll, 

.'AC!ar 

Above. 

IIO'l'flllil Sl!lOf'I(lll 

l. WQl.S, BA'IEl,~U.111 MtlO 
2. ~. llfl!BI! 
! . wtlililllilAmllB, 1IIlf?lill 
4. IOO!EUlllltfS, SWi'ER 
~- 1llft8UlQI.-S, Dlllllllil 
a. Fll!JI i:.a;aims 
7. PA'IIGU! !ll.,I' 
e., ~ 

This document shows how to prepare and display uniforms and equipment for 
inspection, and square away one's bunk. 

Below. 
Wood and canvas shower sandals. 

Right. 
To prevent his sandals from clattering on 

the floor, a soldier has nailed rubber 
heels and taps under them. 

Bottom. 
Privately-purchased slippers. 
The owner has stamped his Army 

number on the soles and bag. 

Right. 
Official picture 

of a squad bay ready for 
inspection. 



Below. 
This non-regulation footlocker, constructed from plywood, has two carrying 
handles in leather ( one on the left end, the other at one side) and a proper 
lock. Plain wood or plywood footlockers were issued by the Army, these had 
metal cornerpieces and were closed with a padlock. 

Right. 
A double page spread of the November 6, 1938 Sunday News and a picture 

shot of British actress Margot Grahame have been pasted under this footlocker's 
lid. Socks, handkerchiefs, smaller personal belongings and the toilet kit were 

stored in the tray that rested inside the top half of the locker. The garrison cap, 
leggings, underwear and towels were put away in the lower compartment. 

Bottom. 
A soldier's bunk as readied for the end of the week inspection. During the 
week, the second blanket covers the pillow, when the soldier is on pass or at 
the hospital, the mattress, sheets and blankets are neatly folded and placed at 
the head of the bed. 

2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

Below. 
Replacement lock for field desks 

and records chests. 

II 



2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

3. Army Maneuvers 
In May and August 1940, to test and reinforce its larger units' cohesion and 

prepare for a large-scale war, the War Department scheduled two maneuvers 
in Louisiana, involving Regular Army and National Guard divisions. Another 
maneuver ( the largest ever up to then) was held in the same area in September 
1941 and for the first time saw the tactical employment of trucks, aircraft and 
tanks. 400,000 soldiers and airmen took part and had their first taste of (mock) 
combat. More smaller-scale maneuvers were set up later in the war, each year 
in Tennessee or the Carolinas. 

IB!lll"l ~Ii 

~.•- !I~ ~~,. 
CIDllillll ~ STl"I ~ illll.L 

-1!1' ,. 5 

~------'' -- --l;llaliB-,i;IJIDET'I :lltD ~.-:IISB'I -­
ll'Jiil_,_,_.,...,~----wflldl, ......... 

~~ .._ .. ..._,,.. __ ...,. 

... 

Above and below. 

il,t ~ AAr.a rlftl.11' 'Rl.,.-1'ifil'C".IJ~ 

-
watn 

""'- ......... llatll ..... llllTn•O. _.w..-.-.--11n. 

~WIK.CM~-- .......... 
Panllllill ... •lilll'lllla-la~-­
__ _,.illfil.........,, If_ .... 

u. ...... T:n .... "ll!!illilhw ......... _._.,, ... ....... 

,_ __ 
L•TMIIIIM 

• ,-.rn ~ 

' .;a 

---,~ .. - . 

Pamphlet handed out to soldiers participating in a 
exercise, indicating the rules of engagement. 

An unofficial medal 
minted as a souvenir 
for the 1941 Louisiana 
maneuvers. 

Right and below. 
Military map issued 
for a field problem 

at Fort Benning 
in 1942. 

MR-'6 
BASE MAP~IV CORPS MANEUVERS 

MAPA 

-
• 

(1942) 

Below. 
1\vo manuals for umpires. 

IU 

U~PIRE MANUAl 

IAI IEPA1ru1r. JI_IUCI 



2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

4. Diplomas 
At the end of Basic training, the company commander selected the soldiers 

who could be promoted to NCO slots, or were officer material. From September 
1942, a recruit also could be trained in a specialty, and after several weeks' 
schooling, he would appointed 'Technician' with an NCO rating (,,,,. volume 
I page 13). 

But even if failing to make NCO or Technician, any good soldier could still 
hope for other ways of promotion. 

Below. 
These men are learning to operate the SCR-188 radio at Fort Monmouth (New Jersey), 
the Signal Corps school. 

Below. 
Mail orderly diploma. 

Below, right. 
This certificate proves that Paul Johnson has 

passed the graduation exam of the officer 
candidate course at the Fort Sill ( Oklahoma) 

Artillery School. 

Right. 
1942 guide describing 

promotion opportunities / 
for Army enlisted 

personnel. 

i1t1" fn-WfjqfW ____ 'm,_.XA-J,.....,. , ...... :u ... 1111 ... ::m....,.u.._. -,---~-----
~ 

---~·~-~---

~ ~ ~~~ 1-
n, __ • : ll!UI, 01llliLSCID0L 

I 

J f ' C., • 

Above. 
Program for the graduation 
ceremony of new Infantry 
2d lieutenants at the Fort 
Benning Infantry School, 
August 21, 1943. 

1Uerp 6,tfJool 
,.., ~. flt!QOiill 

it«• fita:n: or -lkoridmQJ• 
..,.,_.,. 

1!!11111 '-lo,,, iNill ~...-- ........... -... ....... c..w-..,.., ---.. ·----=---: -- -----

II 



II 2 - THE TRAINING CAMPS 

5. Religion 
From the beginning of the 

war, the Army ensured that every 
soldier, whatever his religion, 
had access to a place of worship. 
In 1940, there were only 17 
permanent chapels on military 
establishments, but there were 
more than 1,500 at the end of 
1943. Most had been built accor­
ding to standardized plan, with 
a wooden structure resting on a 
concrete foundation. Similar to 
an average country church, they 
could accommodate 360 seated 
parishioners. 

Below. 
Pamphlet given to soldiers attending 
the Sunday morning mass at one of 
Fort George Meade's (Maryland) 
chapels. 

Below, right. 
1942 Christmas Eve celebrations 

programs at the Quartermaster School 
(Fort Lee, Va.), and at Camp Roberts 

(Cal.). 

I ltl'L\NI; 

-~n. c_ MEEl,f 

o .. -.r.-~ 
Lr. CaL • ...., lln~ ... 

~-Cio,i.r~ 

r .,. .,. 

I 

I 

~c, 3 [r.'. •. 

.r:__, It~~ 'lf 

................ OHr.d-l.alnt.llil 
.... il-• ..... LA,. .. .-.. 

t L...11 i:-' IIW■■ • 11.1.111,st.7 bat t_la.11 ___ ,,_ 

l~'ias• H•h■ 

l'M&vu,pr....- !iii..­
..... •u,- ..... •~Ii\ ... 

""-­;w;lw••rq 

,...._. 11...,, • ,n• • .... h, ...._ 
au.u~•·~~ 
,. 

al4alliiiiil .,. ... 

'tl ..... ri'la._ illN.1-bp 'Iii ILi• Ill 
..,.,. ......... 'WI ..... Ni'l,a 111111 llllf[ .... QI 
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=~·a:.-: C ~:.::;:::~1° .. u-
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_.___.u. ...... --- t.-1,-hlip 
........... , .... llf• ■ ..... Aili ... -L 
lr"IIIII ,..,.._1.,p frJ.~•lill;aeulk IIAlm 
pfu, ,.,._,_,._.,., ·•-tlltWr 
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■ ti.a f'MIII- 111111 ub ■ l.-.11' 4 llltt ..._ "' ............ -... 

......... aia..vt•l\'!lr.u.ar...-., ~...-.Ii, ......... 
,,. ...... ...,.....14114 .... ..__.. 

11111 ~ ,.... af.l& .Illa~ -

::=..~ !: :.:!,.~l~lc:;Mlt. 

-~••ll'llau.11,-tlllal 
... 11,■ 

Program of the protestant worship celebrated on August 1, 1943 at the Hospital Chapel of Camp Shelby (Miss.) 

l(Jfilit_ , or Km~ flHK1M ~:N 

.... -·- .. ~rll.Kt,.UIU:31J' 

~---ILL 

PWilUl'..ut'I' 
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T 

..... ............... !I.IAllo - . -
Above. 

Schedule of religious services for men of the 3rd Infantry stationed at 
Camp Buttner (North Carolina). 
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Soldiers frequently carried 
religious medals on their dog tags 
chains or cord. 

Above from left to right. 
Catholic crosses. 
The blood group and Army Service 
Number (ASN) of a Catholic 
serviceman could be engraved on 
the reverse of this cross. 

Below. 
This pendant (Mazzuza) was added 
to the dog tag chain of a Jewish 
soldier. 

Left. 
This other Mazzuza is composed of 
small metal tube holding a prayer 
inscribed on a piece of paper 
one-inch wide. 

Left. 
Protestant medal carried by 
a Lutheran church soldier. 

Right. 
Identity tag-shaped medal 

( slightly smaller) , bearing a 
protestant prayer. 

Right. 
Saint Christopher 

catholic medal. 

Jewish medal 

A religious trinket 
in the shape of the 
'Keys to Heaven.' 

II 
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6. Life on the post 
All official documents and insignia displayed on this double spread 

help follow one Charles R. Smith's military career. The newly-minted 
Infantry 2d lieutenant was first assigned to the Infantry Replacement 
Training Center at Camp Roberts (California), then to the 357th Infantry 
(90th Infantry Division) at Camp Barkeley (Texas). Promoted to cap­
tain, he moved, together with his wife Myrna to Camp Adair (Georgia), 
where he joined the 413th Infantry (104th Division). He followed his 
unit to Camp Carson (Colorado) then to camp Kilmer (New Jersey) 
for staging before embarkation for Europe at New York. 

HEADQUARTERS CAMP ROBERTS, CALIF. 

0 ..... 22.2 _________________ _ 

IA rE _______ ht,,.75 _ .. Qbp.rl~§ __ ~--·---~_i;iµ_tb ...... 

ignature ........ q[l ____ ~----~:::~. 
Be1u

1

~en~~~ 

By __ ... ·-- .. A-LPUlJi.A.~---X.OU.CHEl'.U ....... ·-· ____ ... __ 
1st Lt. AGD. AdJ. 16th Inr Tng Gp. 

DATE.~~~ "ii~i,18~--(FAR. ) {Sta Comp) 
4.---------'---------------!J 

Bus ticket on a route 
to Camp Roberts. 

Camp Barkeley 

Collar insignia 
('brass') for an 

officer in the 357th 
Infantry Regiment. ' 

OF ICER'S JD ITIFICATIO CAR 

Chg, o . .:l?~--------Datt! IMuedl.! .. <!!t._?J __ ~~·-· 

Left. 
Identity card 
required 
to make 
purchases at 
the camp's 
commissary. 

Camp Roberts 

OFFICERS' Cllll 
Camp· l\olnu·rs, Califor11ia 

MEMBE!RSIUP CAim 

Right. 
Officer's club membership 

card. 

~ ..-::=..~,:,..--==-=:...,. 

Left. 
Permanent pass issued 
to Lt. Smith. 

,;:.111 . 

Iii ;ii • 
~~ f 

B. ~ 

i .. 1 

f 

: I IJII, 
• • 
M I 

Right and above. 
Official Army identity card of Charles 

Smith. 

Above. 
Silver rank bar for a 1st Lieutenant.. 

Below. 
90th Infantry Division shoulder sleeve 
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CAMPADAIR 
IT 

lCiE 2:2 HEICilil • IMS. , 

WEIGIII' w; US. 

COMPl.i£XI Off UGHT 

Camp Adair 

Left and below. 
Pass issued to 
Lieutenant Smith's 
spouse. 

Right. 
V-Mail ("-+ Volume I 
page 12 5) received 

by Captain Smith. 

C II' All 111, OJIEGO~ 0 

Family Pass 

Distinctive insignia of the 413th Infantry Regiment. 104th Infantry Division shoulder patch. 

Post commissary card. Myrna Smith was issued this document while her husband 
was away to Arizona on maneuvers late in 1943 

Camp Carson 
Pass issued to Myrna Smith. 

23 11o .i~ •... 
A , ••-•••••••••• 

Silver rank bars for 
an Army Captain. 

II 
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7. Morale 
A paper lot pertaining to Dopha Stark, the local director of the 

National Secretaries Association (NSA) in Tulsa (Oklahoma). This 
organization of about 80 civilian secretaries contributed to the troops' 
morale by attending the dances at Camp Gruber for the 42d Infantry 
Division. D. Stark was also the editor of their magazine, 'The Girl 
Friend.' This monthly four-page sheet, whose first issue came out in 
April 1945, aimed at keeping up the bonds between NSA members and 
'Rainbow Division' soldiers overseas. 
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CAMP 8ARKELEY 

OFFICERS CLUB 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 

.,.,_ .. ._..._ _..., 
_,.,. _....., 
-_....,. 

Above. 
These craftsmanship guides 
were published by Popular 
Mechanics for the Army 
Special Services Division 
(,.,,. Volume I page 252). 

Above, right. 
Fishing tackle, for river or 

sea fish, was lent by the Army 
Special Services to soldiers at 

rest or convalescents. 

Left. 
Membership card for an 
enlisted men's service club. 
These clubs, opened on 
off-duty hours, welcomed 
soldiers to smoke, enjoy soft 
drinks, p~ay cards and games, 
read or listen to music. 

Right. 
Technician 5th Grade 

Thomas McGuiggans was a 
member of the NCO club of 
the Fort Lee Quartermaster 

school. 

t,, llll ·1nMI~ ■11d ~-m► 
■ l flm,,Uo.,._ 

Membership card for the 
Camp Barkeley (Texas) 

officers' club, the monthly 
fee was $1. 

Ttle Sttrclarf .-erft!I die l'IJ!l1l I.ii -.csene 1u,J po:!tiOII gl 

\l,e Club f(,r Spednl PartlN. 

ttub D- C 1,00 i,,r 1110nth) •"" Jl'A}'•bl<!l 111 o.d~1111(l;:.. 

1,ea.i P.nlci ,.,.y t"- ;,no11g,:d bt e,mbLdlnc Clul, S,,.,. 

~1,i.-y. l?ll<lD~ l 
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OFFICERS CLUB MRTC 
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Right. 
Picture postcard of 
the officers' club at 
Fort Bragg (North 

Carolina). 
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8. The Post Exchange 
Managed by the Army Exchange 

Service, the PX ( or BX, Base Exchange 
in the Airforce) was a large drugstore­
Uke shop where soldiers could pur­
chase confectionery, tobacco, toilet 
articles, etc. at ceiling prices 

Various confectionery 
(bars and fruit-flavored 

candy) 

Below. 
Metal cans used for the bulk sal 

of tobacco at the PX. 

DVEJiL.A.ND 
CAJllD.fES 



Box of 12 paper 
packets of tobacco. 

Countertop display for 20 packs of pipe cleaners. 

E TRAINING CAMPS 

Below. 
Box for 24 assorted-sizes pipes, 

manufactured by the Smoking 
Pipes Incorporated of Patterson 

(New Jersey). 

Below. 
Display stand for 24 packets of 

Brown and Williamson cigarette 
paper. 

II 
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O\C) 
,.,. & s 

Above and opposite page. 
Cigarette cartons. Note the Christmas 

designs on the Chesterfields and Lucky 
Strikes and the Special War Emergency 
wordi~g on the 200 and 400 cigarettes 

Philip Morris cartons. 



Left. 
PX ration cards were issued 
to control the issue of 
tobacco, confectionery and 
toilet articles. This card, 
made out to an artillery 
captain in April 1944, was 
valid for 8 weeks. 

Right. 
Display box for Raleigh cigarettes. 

m;/d menthol 

2 _ THE TRAINING CAMPS II 
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/ 

Special Service 
Package 

MOLLE 
B RlJ.$HL-E'55 

SHAVING ·c;f'icAfl'f 

Corrugated cardb 
holding six l Z-t board boxes u e boxes. 

Boxes of 12 shavin 
cream tubes. g 

Mo ern Shorfnl 
a Brush No 1,atJierbla 
THE BARBASOL coMPANY 

IN The l Above 
eleven 12-tub b arger crate holi 

e oxes, i.e. 144 tube! 
and a display stand. 


