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The time of love is neither great nor small; it is the perception of all times, of all
lives, in a single instant. It does not free us from death but makes us see it face-
to-face.

Octavio Paz, The Double Flame: Love and Eroticism





Contents

The Smiles of the Saints ix

Part I 1

Chapter 1 An Inner Whisper 3
Chapter 2 Phantoms in the Tunnel 9
Chapter 3 Running Races 15
Chapter 4 The Final Peal 19
Chapter 5 Mysteries of the Spirit 23

Part II 27

Chapter 6 29
Chapter 7 33
Chapter 8 37
Chapter 9 41
Chapter 10 43
Chapter 11 45
Chapter 12 49
Chapter 13 53
Chapter 14 57
Chapter 15 61

Part III 65

Chapter 16 Scenes from the Epic of Fear 67
Chapter 17 The Sirens of Terror 73
Chapter 18 Visions of the Final Apparition 77

Part IV 79

Contents vii



Part V 84

Chapter 19 85
Chapter 20 87
Chapter 21 91
Chapter 22 95
Chapter 23 99
Chapter 24 101

Glossary 105

Translators’Note 107

Contentsviii



The Smiles of the Saints

Ibrahim Farghali

Errata

Page:

9: Chapter title “Phantoms in the Tunnel” should read “Running Races”
19: Chapter title “Phantoms in the Tunnel” should read “The Final Peal”
23: Chapter title “Phantoms in the Tunnel” should read “Mysteries of the

Spirit”
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