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“Perhaps it's true that people are simply the product of their times.”
—Alexis Jenni, Lart /ranpa/'s de f7 guerre (The French Art of War), 2011

“Independence, yes, but not just any kind. We must learn to distrust noble
causes. In general, they are like the con artist's suitcase,
full of hidden compartments.”

—Serge July, Libération, April 30,1985
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May 19G1. Washingtom, DC. The White House - - -
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.- amd our house at 5004 Westport Road, in Chevy Chase,

e

Afmerwa tkeBeauthtJ dae a Peamuts cartoon.
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a quiet middle-class suburh, something Norman Rockwell might imagine.

Complete with cherry pie, a corner store, and, Coca-Cola - --
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Are you :Yapg,mege i
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No, we're =
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And you?
-

I'm his brother.
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But our Mom's

FRENCH!

T o
Laa Fayette,

oo voodlah !

| Chyeah?
You look Mexican...
‘N
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Heu, quys, how about eah 3
a ggfmge g\C Cowboys n’ ¥ car;qggz g\?
Injuns? Redskins!
= 'y _\é*. E-
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Whu are we alwaus
the Indiams
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Waik, I qot a better idea ! He ﬁgm)t i
Let's db forean War! They can COMIMARS.

We dom't like

—
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Dear Father and Mother,
(,{}ehmmsha/woﬁwmm. ﬂﬁfe/pcﬂ don't kneuwr hew many false starls, our
nelurn o ([ietnam has been confinmed. The fimbassaden neceived the letter

Marco, grab my
Wineh!

/e
§ D gettin
into trouble !
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(,Uhatwchan?exﬂw,twil/ bdﬁwchilobwvmwhapfly here; with many
friends their age, and They Hly from one house To The next like o flock of
8pannsws.
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JWWGMWJM%M/WWM in (fietham. Khank
never seems ()dhe/oed/anda/wm/s soys we/u/ﬂz«mg/wdl baguw

\ 5 44-‘ i : b
K = L | & N
)

)]
'

{

&
- * o
q

16




RS S e S o e it e

I any case, me%swwqmmmmswa not very
én?, whmqowmtg&w WWWWMMM ouil?oﬁ?bum
not o mention That §'m nel very brave.

4 Whyareyou
¢ryimg, Mama?

It's mothing. I'm writing to Grandpa and
Gramdma. to tell them we have to go back to
Vietnam this summer.
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Don't worry, Mom, we'll

protect gou.’ 2l }e'ﬂ all the

And that makes you sad?

Ik wom't be the same there enemies!

_..lifeis so good here.
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We had beem livimg im Washington €or three years. Papa was a diplomat at
theVietnamese embassy, and his call back to%a{gm sounded the death-
kmnell for Mama's American dream.

Here, Mireille, 4
taste }Eke ancake
atter.
? %
S
Q . Marrtrrem!
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Nb more picmics at Great Falls on the Potomac with the cherry trees in bloom!
~ L BT
... Mg M ;'rr' e,
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1isten, Yvette, it's
Porgy and Bess!
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Elected im November 1960 over Richard Nixon, President Johm F. Kenmedy
moved into the White House im Jamuary 1964, and, begam his 1000-day reign.
The young priince took over 2 natiom at the height of its power. IFK wanted
this to be the American century
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We shall oppose amy foe,
in order to assure the
survival and the success

of Hbertg.’

IFK worked om his mageas a Cold War warripr, szgiﬂﬂg Khrushchey, the Red,
Tsar, én Cuba and Berlin. But in a country all but unknown to Americans -
Vietmam - the real Cight was on.: Uncle Sam agaénst Uncle Ho !

Let us draw a line in the sand
and, contain the Red Tide of
Cormumism.




In his own way, ‘my father participated in the global arm-wrestling As the
cultural attaché at theVietnamese embassy in Washington, his workwas
to ‘make Vietnamese culture more widely kmown, and, look after Vietnamese
students appkyimg for scholarships mnge United States.

France colomized us, but we emamcipated ourselves. .
H “ - ‘Nﬁm understand.
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We Americans
had to rid ourselves
of the British,
you know!

Put her on the front lines

L and the Lobsterbacks would
take off rumming!
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KILL ‘em GOOKS!

v RN

()

| DIE you dirty
Plug—’nosed
DINK!

| e DUsT
=t DEVIL!
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4§ Marcois playingwith that horrible

i machine gunthemeighbors gave him.
: toy of his dreams.
Suchbad taste !!
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I really dom't like it
when they Plag War,
Mama !

re Just boys. Why
ou play with your
a Hoop?

The Hula Hoop was invented im 1958. 100 million of them were
sold im 19Go0.
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I remember my €irst da%\zt kindergarten.

Mama at the end of the hallway likea 1 I got over ‘my pain thanks
dal:g\tumel _e.. i wegHrea tz?a powder Suel.'rnéxedwitk
water:?]ag— oh

Wewent on a field trip to the Gettysburg Battlefield, 90 miles from
ashingtom, the site of great carnage darimg the CivAl War, im 1563,

Stucka feather | Don't be stupid!
inhis ass It's Sstucka \;eatl\_e/r in his hat,”
oM/




Washimgton at Halloween time-an émportant event-and in winter,
sledding in the wet smow -
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Oceam City was a spot for sport ﬁskimg. I remember enormous blue mar-
lin hanging from a gaﬂows.

Oh, how
terrible !

) . )

hanh.




Beforewe left £or Vietmam, Mama had a bad amxiety gttack.

I

What will happen to us, Khanh? If the Communists
take over, they'll massacre all the whites
and mixed-race people !

I don't carewhat your sacrosanct president Digm¥* says!
He cam go tohell!

Please, yvette‘ = W &

You're worrying for i)
mothing. °

Nevm—

=

KC, ) \
* Ngb Dimh Digm: the president of the first Republic of Vietnam
?'«*vwzﬂ?ﬂ AAANNAAAARAAAAAA vwz - B

You're mad ! Completely unaware !
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It's a mess there ! You think] don't kvow that 7§
Have you thought of your children? v,

(Sobbimg) T should have Jumped ofE a CifE
¢ t&%&g I married you! Pé%bbi@



