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Words made Jane happy.Words made Jane happy.
Jane knew her own happinessJane knew her own happiness

and chased it.and chased it.
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JASMINE A. STIRLINGJASMINE A. STIRLING 
is an author who lives on a 
cheerful street in San Francisco 
with her husband, two daughters, 
and their dog. From a young 
age, she loved to write poems 
and stories and worked her way 
through nearly every children’s 
book (and quite a few for grown-
ups, too) in her local library. 
Jasmine first fell in love with Jane 
Austen when she lived and studied 
in Oxford and read her favorite 
of Jane’s six masterful novels, 
Persuasion. A Most Clever Girl is 
her first book.

jasmineastirling.com

VESPER STAMPERVESPER STAMPER  
is an award-winning author-
illustrator of picture books and 
historical fiction for young adults, 
including What the Night Sings, 
winner of the Sydney Taylor 
Book Award and long-listed for 
the National Book Award, and A 
Cloud of Outrageous Blue. She lives 
with her husband, filmmaker Ben 
Stamper, and her two teenagers, 
in the northeastern United States, 
but England is Vesper’s happy 
place. Her favorite Jane Austen 
novel is Emma.

vesperillustration.com 

Witty and mischievous  
Jane Austen grew up in a house 
overflowing with words. As a 
young girl, she delighted in 
making her family laugh with 
tales that poked fun at the 
popular novels of her time—
stories that featured fragile ladies 
and ridiculous plots. Before 
long, Jane was writing her own 
stories, funny ones that used all 
the details of her life in a country 
village as inspiration.

In times of joy, her words 
burst from her pen. In times of 
sorrow, it seemed like she might 
never write again. But Jane 
persisted. She realized her stories 
would not be truly her own until 
she found her unique writing 
voice. 

That clever voice would go 
on to capture readers’ hearts and 
minds for generations to come.
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For my beloved Charlotte, a most clever six-year-old girl
who delights in anything ridiculous

—J. A. S. 

For my Arden, a young lady of wit, whimsy, and wisdom
—V. S.
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