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Preface 

T h i s survey of the use of n e w technologies in l a n g u a g e l ea rn ing is 

d i rec ted to a n y o n e in te res ted in n e w aspects of l a n g u a g e acquis i t ion , 

t eachers , s t u d e n t s , l a n g u a g e p l a n n e r s , p rospec t ive wr i te rs of software, 

p a r e n t s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s or those conce rned wi th the future of educa -

t ion. 

W r i t i n g a book on new technologies in educa t ion requ i res up - to -

d a t e in format ion a n d good advice from n u m e r o u s sources . I h a v e been 

fo r tuna te e n o u g h to ob t a in b o t h from univers i t ies , l ibrar ies , p u b -

l ishers , col leagues a n d fr iends. 

Fo r useful in format ion a n d advice I a m indeb ted to J o h n T r i m a n d 

Er ic B r o w n , C e n t r e for In fo rma t ion on L a n g u a g e T e a c h i n g , L o n d o n , 

M a r t i n Phi l l ips , Br i t i sh Counc i l , L o n d o n , G r a h a m Davies , Ea l ing 

Col lege , T i m J o h n s , Un ive r s i t y of B i r m i n g h a m , R a n d a l l J o n e s , Brig-

h a m Y o u n g Unive r s i ty , P rovo , U t a h , Ea r l R a n d a n d M i c h a e l C o h e n , 

Un ive r s i t y of Cal i fornia , Los Angeles , U d o J u n g , Un ive r s i ty of M a r -

b u r g , Beng t S igurd , Un ive r s i ty of L u n d , M a t s J a c o b s o n , S tuden t l i t -

t e r a t u r A B , L u n d , C l a u s Faerch, Engl i sh D e p a r t m e n t , Un ive r s i ty of 

C o p e n h a g e n , M a r g a r e t a Brobe rg , D a n m a r k s Paedagogiske Bibl iotek, 

C o p e n h a g e n , a n d M o r t e n J o n s s o n , Aud io -Vi sua l D e p a r t m e n t , U n i -

versi ty of C o p e n h a g e n . 

I n the Engl i sh D e p a r t m e n t , Un ive r s i ty of C o p e n h a g e n , I also re-

ceived v a l u a b l e ass i s tance from Grego ry S t ephenson in c rea t ing s o m e 

mode l exercises, a n d in r e a d i n g the proofs by K a r e n K o n g s t e d , G e r d 

B l o x h a m , a n d C h r i s T i n s o n . 

M y t h a n k s a r e also d u e to staff m e m b e r s of the following pub l i she r s : 

L iber , M a l m ö , S t u d e n t l i t t e r a t u r A B , L u n d , G y l d e n d a l , C o p e n h a g e n , 

a n d P e r g a m o n Press , Oxford . 
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Chapter 1 
Can our present language 
training methods be improved on? 
Views on the future 

T h e m a i n p u r p o s e of this book is to give prac t ica l examples of how the 

newes t technologies can be uti l ized in l a n g u a g e lea rn ing . I t is qu i t e 

obv ious t h a t m o d e r n technology has deve loped very fast in recen t 

yea r s . A t the s a m e t ime it is qu i t e a m a z i n g how slow educa t iona l i s t s 

h a v e been in exploi t ing the capabi l i t ies of m o d e r n technology. O n e 

typical e x a m p l e is the r ap id expans ion of the m i c r o c o m p u t e r i ndus t ry 

in the la te sevent ies a n d ear ly eighties c o m p a r e d to the slow a d v a n c e of 

e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s based on m i c r o c o m p u t e r s ( h o m e c o m p u t e r s ) . 

M a i n f r a m e c o m p u t e r s a n d m i n i c o m p u t e r s have a d m i t t e d l y been 

used a g rea t dea l for n u m e r o u s educa t iona l pu rposes , b u t w h e n the 

m i c r o c h i p revolu t ion occu r red a n d h o m e c o m p u t e r s s t a r t ed to i nun -

d a t e the m a r k e t in m a n y count r ies , t eachers a n d educa t iona l theor is ts 

d id no t r eac t wi th e n o u g h imag ina t i on a n d e n t h u s i a s m . 

As in the case of the v ideo b o o m of the seventies , y o u n g people took 

an e n o r m o u s in teres t in the new technological gadge t s b u t d id no t use 

t h e m for educa t i ona l pu rposes , s imply because no-one gave t h e m the 

o p p o r t u n i t y to d o so. R e n t i n g v ideo films a n d p lay ing v ideo g a m e s 

b e c a m e immense ly p o p u l a r in the seventies a n d con t inues to be so, j u s t 

as us ing h o m e c o m p u t e r s for c o m p u t e r g a m e s b e c a m e an obsess ion 

wi th m a n y y o u n g people a little la ter in the seventies a n d in the 

eight ies . T h e software p r o d u c t i o n in the educa t iona l field is far from 

c o m p a r a b l e to the h a r d w a r e expans ion . I t is hoped t h a t this book will 

he lp to close the g a p be tween the technological ly feasible a n d the 

educa t iona l ly des i rab le , a n d will a id in effecting the e n h a n c e m e n t of 

m o d e r n l a n g u a g e l ea rn ing t h r o u g h the a p p r o p r i a t e use of the newes t 

in format ion a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n technologies . 

Since I h a v e used a var ie ty of technologies for l a n g u a g e t r a in ing a n d 
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