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Preface

Our aim in this book is to integrate knowledge about the face and emotion,
describing what we know, indicating what we need to know, and providing
some guidelines for study of this complicated but intriguing phenomenon. We
have both students and researchers in mind as the readers—students not
only of psychology, but of anthropology, ethology, sociology, and biology.
Although some may be engaged with questions other than those raised here,
they nevertheless may profit from knowing the answers to many of the
psychological questions which have been asked about the face and emotion;
and some of the methods of study might well be appropriate to their own
interests in the face. The book should also be useful to students who are not
primarily interested in the face and emotion, but who can gain through this
book a better appreciation of how a field of behavioral science progresses—
the problems, the mistakes—and how experiments conducted over five decades
fit together. There is excitement, at least for the writers, as answers emerge.

The second intended audience consists of those planning or already
conducting research on the face. While research on the face and emotion was
quiescent for some years, in the last few years many new investigators have
turned to this topic. This book should provide current information, integrating
experiments conducted over a long period of time. Some of the conceptual
ambiguities that have hindered research and the methodological decisions
which must be made in planning research on the face and emotion are
discussed. How past investigators handled these matters is presented critically,
and a set of standards is offered, which should at least provoke thought and at
best provide guidelines for research.

Our hope is that the reader will be better able to profit from the past and
avoid asking questions that have actually already been answered, alerted to
the methodological pitfalls into which others have fallen and sensitive to some
of the new challenging questions which can be asked. Most of the research
analyzed in this book has already been published. But important new
findings are reported for the first time and integrated with the past results.
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X Preface

Although we stopped gathering material in the Summer of 1970, the infor-
mation covered in a number of instances is a few years ahead of scientific

publication.
PauL EXMAN
WALLACE V. FRIESEN
PHOEBE ELLSWORTH



