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Foreword

Few causes defended by the United Nations have generated more intense and
widespread support than the campaign to promote development and rule
of law, including that through violent crime prevention and reduction. The
United Nations has helped to build a structure of internationally agreed on
strategies, standards, programs, and goals to advance the cause of violence
prevention and reduction, including the 2001 UN Program of Action to
Prevent and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons
in All Its Aspects, including an instrument on marking and tracing; Geneva
Declaration on Armed Violence and Development (2006); Firearms Protocol;
and Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement
Officials.

Eleven United Nations entities work on various aspects of the rule of law.
Although there is no single entity in charge of the prevention and reduction of
violence, various aspects of the challenge are part of the mandates of United
Nations entities. For example, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization works on education and culture of peace, Office
for Disarmament Affairs on control of firearms and disarmament issues,
Department of Peacekeeping Operations on the rule of law in the context
of peacekeeping operations, United Nations Development Program in post-
conflict situations, and United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund on children-related aspects. The United Nations Women focuses on
gender-related aspects.

The cornerstone of this structure is the General Assembly Resolution
63/23 adopted in 2008 on Promoting Development through the Reduction
and Prevention of Armed Violence. In this resolution, member states reaf-
firmed their commitments to creating an environment conducive to devel-
opment and the elimination of poverty and stressed the need for a coherent
and integrated approach to the prevention of armed violence, with a view to
achieving sustainable peace and development.

Violence affects all societies to different degrees, whether they are at war, in
a postconflict situation, or suffering from everyday forms of criminal or politi-
cal violence. The human toll of armed violence is severe and now by far exceeds
violence in wars and armed conflicts. The World Health Organization (WHO)
estimates that 600,000 deaths due to violent intentional injuries occurred in
2004 versus 184,000 deaths through violent injuries due to war and conflict.

ix
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Each human life is precious and each death is a tragedy, but statistically for
each death resulting from wars and civil strife there are three deaths result-
ing from violent crime in nonconflict situations. No region is immune to the
damage caused by violent crime, but the highest concentration of homicides
is found in Africa, Central America, and South America. The percentage of
homicides ranges from 77% in central Africa to 19% in western Europe.

Violent crime has a significant and enduring impact on individuals,
families, communities, and societies. Reports of the Geneva Declaration
Secretariat and the WHO show that violent crime is among the top five lead-
ing reasons of death for adults. According to current research, in the United
States one in five intentional gunshot wounds is fatal. Physical injuries require
long hospitalization and have long-standing psychological and social conse-
quences. Violent crime destroys families and divides communities. People
fear violence in the community so much that they decide to carry their own
weapons for protection, increasing the potential that they may become per-
petrators of a violent act, but for societies the human costs of violent crime
are even higher. Armed violence disrupts access to education, health, and
social services and reduces the capacity of social and human resources by
disseminating insecurity and fear. It can lead to large-scale displacement;
restrict mobility; and contribute to illicit markets, economies of violence,
and power structures, which undermine governance and state stability.

Violent crime also has substantial negative impact on national econo-
mies and constrains the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
It has a negative impact on the socioeconomic development of all societies
but disproportionately severely affects those in low- and middle-income
countries. A 2008 study of the Geneva Declaration Secretariat estimated that
across 90 countries the cost of lost productivity from nonconflict or criminal
violence alone ranges from USD 95 to 163 billion and decreases the annual
growth of an average economy by around 2%. This is without counting health
costs, which are substantial: for example, in El Salvador only hospitaliza-
tion of victims of violence is estimated to be in excess of 7% of the country’s
health budget and in South Africa only abdominal firearm injuries have been
assessed at about 4% of the national health budget.

Of course, each country experiences the impact of violence differently.
For example, North America experiences the highest loss in productivity,
whereas Latin America suffers from the highest impact in terms of gross
domestic product. Moreover, it leads to the destruction of property and
infrastructure and also undermines the effects of local and foreign invest-
ments. These are resources that are diverted away from essential health and
social services and poverty eradication.

There is no single cause of violence but rather a wide range of factors that
interact at different levels making certain individuals, groups, and commu-
nities disproportionately more affected by violence. At the individual level,
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such factors include behavioral problems, age, gender, educational level, sub-
stance abuse, and a past history of experiencing violence. For example, young
males with low educational level are particularly at risk of committing or
being victims of violent crime. Even the exposure to violence in the past—
whether this has occurred at the national level (political violence) or at the
familial level (domestic violence)—is a typical risk factor.

Risk factors related to community and society include social, politi-
cal, and economic exclusion; unemployment/underemployment; rapid and
unregulated urbanization; weak governance structures; an oppressive and
ineffective security sector; and demographic youth bulges and resource scar-
city (like access to necessities of life or basic goods and services). Additional
risk factors are easy and unregulated access to small arms, alcohol, and nar-
cotics because they can often act as a trigger and turn a nonviolent situation
into a lethal encounter.

Preventing and reducing violent crime and promoting sustainable devel-
opment are priorities for governments. Governments have the primary
responsibility to ensure public safety, and they have an interest in providing
human security and development to their citizens. In particular, reducing
access to firearms and preventing them from falling into wrong hands by
controlling their sale, purchase, and use is the direct responsibility of gov-
ernments. Statistically, countries with more restrictive firearms policies and
lower firearms ownership tend to experience lower levels of firearms violence.

Concrete work based on United Nations Resolution 63/62 on the
Consolidation of Peace through Practical Disarmament Measures contin-
ues in particular through the meetings of the so-called Group of Interested
States in Practical Disarmament Measures in New York. Governments recog-
nized the seriousness of the escalating levels of armed violence. They agreed
to work on practical measures to promote socioeconomic development that
aim at reducing violence. Furthermore, they acknowledged the importance
of cooperation between governments and subregional, regional, and interna-
tional organizations to prevent and reduce violence and to promote measures
that enhance prospects for sustainable and equitable development. The same
resolution encouraged nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to collect
and destroy firearms and ammunitions. Although some progress has been
made to recognize the problem and sensitize public opinion, we have a long
way to go before achieving the goal of an armed violence-free society.

To tackle the problem of criminal violence, comprehensive and coher-
ent approaches are needed at the international, national, and local levels.
There are many proven key prevention strategies that address underlying
risks of violence in general. They include reducing access to lethal means
of violence, reducing the availability and abuse of alcohol, disrupting illegal
drug markets, improving life skills and enhancing opportunities for children
and youth, promoting gender equality and empowering women, changing
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cultural norms that support violence, improving criminal justice systems,
improving social welfare systems, reducing social distance between conflict-
ing groups, and reducing economic inequality and concentrated poverty.

Multidimensional and multisectorial approaches across health, security,
justice, and education have to be developed and implemented in countries
suffering from the negative impacts of criminal violence, aiming at reduc-
ing the level of violence within these societies. There is no one-size-fits-all
solution, and each local community and country will have to assess their
own risks and vulnerability and plan their initiatives to prevent and reduce
violence accordingly.

Also, governments by themselves cannot defeat criminal violence. NGOs,
the private sector, academia, and local authorities are the frontline actors in
finding local answers to these global challenges. The challenges we face in this
fight are of such magnitude that no government can overcome them alone.
All actors—civil society, the private sector, government, and international
organizations—need to join their forces. Indeed, when we see the prevention
and reduction of violent crime in action it is often through concrete initiatives
on the ground. Sometimes, small as they appear, these programs have three-
pronged approaches: they are comprehensive and combine a range of preven-
tion strategies to address risk factors, involve partnerships of law enforcement
and criminal justice agencies with NGOs and local authorities to target youth
crime and violence, and address the economic and social needs of a commu-
nity. They are designed and implemented from the bottom up, with long-term
needs in mind not stop-gap solutions. Fully embracing these partnerships and
collaborative relationships with civil society enables much better results than
what governments and United Nations entities can achieve on their own. And
they are the way forward.

Finally, I would like to stress the importance of working to understand
the root causes of criminal violence and its impact on development and pub-
lic safety, so that our efforts can go beyond the reactive and focus on the
forces that underpin this behavior, as well as on its symptoms and conse-
quences. Our work must be integrated and holistic, rather than disconnected
and fragmented. We must assess the impact of existing strategies so that suc-
cessful interventions and preventive measures can be supported and repli-
cated. We must ensure that measures of accountability are introduced, which
emphasize individual, community, and national responsibility for prevent-
ing and reducing armed violence. Most importantly, we must work to ensure
that sufficient resources are allocated for prevention and intervention with
respect to all forms of criminal violence.

Andrei Abramov
Chief of the NGO Branch
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs



INTERNATIONAL POLICE EXECUTIVE SYMPOSIUM
Co-publication Preface

The International Police Executive Symposium (IPES) was founded in 1994 to address one
major challenge, i.e., the two worlds of research and practice remain disconnected even
though cooperation between the two is growing. A major reason is that the two groups
speak in different languages. The research is published in hard to access journals and pre-
sented in a manner that is difficult for some to comprehend. On the other hand, police
practitioners tend not to mix with researchers and remain secretive about their work.
Consequently there is little dialogue between the two and almost no attempt to learn from
one another. The global dialogue among police researchers and practitioners is limited.
True, the literature on the police is growing exponentially. But its impact upon day-to-day
policing, however, is negligible.

The aims and objectives of the IPES are to provide a forum to foster closer relationships
among police researchers and practitioners on a global scale, to facilitate cross-cultural,
international and interdisciplinary exchanges for the enrichment of this law enforcement,
to encourage discussion, and to publish research on challenging and contemporary prob-
lems facing the policing profession. One of the most important activities of the IPES is the
organization of an annual meeting under the auspices of a police agency or an educational
institution. Now in its 17th year, the annual meeting, a five-day initiative on specific issues
relevant to the policing profession, brings together ministers of interior and justice, police
commissioners and chiefs, members of academia representing world-renown institutions,
and many more criminal justice elite from over 60 countries. It facilitates interaction and
the exchange of ideas and opinions on all aspects of policing. The agenda is structured to
encourage dialogue in both formal and informal settings.

Another important aspect of the meeting is the publication of the best papers presented
by well known criminal justice scholars and police administrators who attend the meet-
ings. The best papers are selected, thoroughly revised, fully updated, meticulously edited,
and published as books based upon the theme of each meeting. This repository of knowl-
edge under the co-publication imprint of IPES and CRC Press-Taylor & Francis Group
chronicles the important contributions of the International Police Executive Symposium
over the last two decades. As a result, in 2011 the United Nations awarded IPES a Special
Consultative Status for the Economic and Social Council (ECSOC) honoring its impor-
tance in the global security community.

In addition to this book series, the IPES also has a research journal, Police Practices
and Research: An International Journal (PPR). The PPR contains research articles on police
issues. It is an international journal and is distributed worldwide. For more information on
the PPR visit http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/GPPR

This unique volume, titled, Strategic Responses to Crime: Thinking Locally, Acting
Globally, includes selected articles that were originally presented by police executives and
scholars from several countries who attended the 13th Annual Meeting of the International
Police Executive Symposium held in Ayvalik, Turkey, in 2006. However, the articles have
been updated and several papers outside of the conference have been added to capture the

xiii
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theme of the book. The volume is divided into four sections, each of which includes per-
spectives of police administrators and members of the academia from different countries.
These chapters encompass topics in law enforcement from operations to organizations
including pervading issues that the police confront both locally and globally. The chapters
provide a comprehensive survey of police practices across police jurisdictions. This book
is a useful reference for practitioners and researchers.

IPES advocates, promotes, and propagates that POLICING is one of the most basic and
essential avenues for improving the quality of life in all nations; rich and poor; modern
and traditional; large and small; as well as peaceful and strife-ridden. IPES actively works
to drive home to all its office bearers, supporters, and admirers that, in order to reach
its full potential as an instrument of service to humanity, POLICING must be fully and
enthusiastically open to collaboration between research and practice, global exchange of
information between police and academics in every country, universal disseminations and
sharing of best practices, generating thinking police leaders and followers, and reflecting
and writing on the issues challenging to the profession.

Through its annual meetings, hosts, institutional supporters, and publications, IPES
reaffirms that POLICING is a moral profession with unflinching adherence to the rule of
law and human rights as the embodiment of humane values.

—Dilip K. Das
Founding President, International Police Executive Symposium, www.ipes.info
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Preface

This book is the product of the 22nd annual meeting of the International
Police Executive Symposium that was held at the United Nations Plaza,
New York, from August 5, Sunday, to August 10, Friday, 2012. The theme
of the meeting was “Economic Development, Armed Violence and Public
Safety,” and the meeting was chaired by Dr. Garth den Heyer, Charles Sturt
University, Manly, Australia, and Police Foundation, Washington, DC. The
symposium focused on the nexus and linkages between economic develop-
ment, armed violence, and public safety and, as a result, current practices
and challenges of these topics were a feature of the presentations and discus-
sions. The delegates, from 30 nations, believed that policing is one of the most
basic and essential avenues for improving the quality of life in all nations,
rich and poor, modern and traditional, large and small, as well as peaceful
and strife ridden.

The meeting heard presentations from police leaders and police research-
ers from a number of countries subject to these conditions and other attend-
ees who had worked under these conditions. Although a range of views were
presented, there was a shared concern for the need to understand the links
between the police, the broader criminal justice systems, and the larger
social context in which policing occurs. These views culminated in the draft-
ing of a meeting resolution by Associate Professor Darren Palmer, Deakin
University, Australia. The resolution of this conference was that reforms to
police and public safety in areas undergoing economic development and/or
experiencing criminal violence must

» Bebased on sound research, utilizing multimethod approaches with
access to key stakeholders and quantitative data.

 Avoid “off-the-shelf” policing models and ensure that any ideas or
concepts are adapted to local contexts.

 Be informed by the need to uphold the rule of law and protect and
foster respect for human rights.

+ Include accountability mechanisms and protection against undesir-
able conduct.

« Be fully evaluated to ensure that these reforms do not produce unac-
knowledged or unintended consequences.

XV
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The book presents these issues by organizing its chapters according to
their regional perspectives: global, modern democracies, emerging democ-
racies, and newly industrialized countries. This categorization provides an
opportunity to shed light on the existing regional contrasts related to the
interrelations and underlying factors between policing, fluctuations in socio-
economic development, and crime. The first section of this book addresses
international trends related to crime, economics, and social challenges that
can directly influence the response of police. The second section of this book
focuses on strategies deployed by law enforcement and justice systems to
improve economic and social development in advanced democracies. The
third section addresses strategies deployed by law enforcement and the justice
system to improve economic and social development in emerging democra-
cies and newly industrialized countries.

The conclusion chapter offers an overview on the dynamics and effects
of police reforms through the lens of the contributions included in this
book but will also expand on other related considerations that are critical in
understanding the underlying forces that build police reforms. The relation
between socioeconomic developments, violent crime, and policing is complex
and characterized by a plurality of factors that may impact police reforms.
More precisely, the conclusion addresses the sources of police reform, types
of reforms, factors influencing the dynamics of police reforms, and impact of
such reforms as well as the challenges that emerge in postreform eras.

As a concluding remark, we would like to point out that the book pro-
vides strong insights into foundational elements for a research agenda on
police reform and on its impact on economic developments and armed vio-
lence. First, this field needs a more systematic international comparative
analysis on the impact of reform in law enforcement on economic develop-
ment and violence, for example, measuring the effect of adopting a specific
model of policing or implementing a particular technology on reduction of
violence, cost of crime, and efficiency of public policing. The field of polic-
ing and public safety lacks, in general, international comparative research.
Second, it is critical to produce a body of evaluative research that assesses,
with methodological rigor and systematic analytical processes, the impact
of police reform on economic development and violence. Third, there is a
need to adopt a case study approach to scrutinize in more depth change
management strategies used in police reforms and implantation of strate-
gic initiatives in law enforcement and the justice system. Finally, as several
chapters in this book have pointed out issues with the political leadership in
implementing reforms in law enforcement and the justice system in general,
it would be essential to support research aiming at understanding better how
police leaders and senior public officials manage the politics of reform. Such
research would be instrumental in generating knowledge about effective
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leadership under pressure and effective policy development in organizations
facing crisis.

We hope that you will enjoy reading this book and appreciate the impor-
tant contributions made by the contributors.

Frederic Lemieux
Garth den Heyer
Dilip K. Das
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Jan Wiarda, chief of police in the Netherlands, died on February 6, 2013
at the age of 72. Jan was a member of the board of the International Police
Executive Symposium (IPES) from 1996 to 2013. Jan was a striking personal-
ity who made efforts throughout his life to improve police performance. His
starting point was legitimacy above efficiency. Citizens should be able to trust
that the police will always obey the rules applicable to them. An important
motivation for him was meeting the wishes and expectations of citizens as
much as possible. For Jan, this determined the effectiveness of the police.
Close, problem-oriented cooperation with other organizations and especially
citizens on the basis of good insight into underlying causes of safety problems
was the main method we followed. This inspired his great interest in scien-
tific knowledge in the field of policing. Jan’s contributions to the debates on
the IPES board were characterized by a great extent of erudition and social
involvement and an innovative intellectual capacity. Jan was a policeman at
heart and soul. After he retired—and until his death—Jan remained an active
promoter of the legitimacy of police, for which he used his extensive network
of authoritative experts. We miss Jan sorely.
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Introduction

Relations between Policing, Socioeconomic
Developments, and Crime: An Introduction

This book regroups the work of several academics and police profession-
als who gathered at the 22nd International Police Executive Symposium
in August 2012, which convened at the invitation of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs NGO Branch. The theme of the
meeting was “Economic Development, Armed Violence, and Public Safety.”
The participants believed that policing is one of the most basic and essential
avenues for improving the quality of life in all nations, rich and poor, mod-
ern and traditional, large and small, as well as peaceful and strife ridden.
The delegates also noted that there are considerable challenges confronting
the maintenance of public safety in areas undergoing economic development
and/or experiencing armed violence. During the meeting, there was a shared
concern for the need to understand the links between the police, the broader
criminal justice systems, and the larger social context in which policing
occurs. Focusing solely on any one topic or placing too much emphasis on
one topic to the exclusion of another is, at best, unlikely to produce any sus-
tainable improvement of public safety and may indeed be counterproductive.
Therefore, the book explores the interrelations between policing, socio-
economic development, and crime. More precisely, the project places an
emphasis on these complex interrelations by providing worldwide per-
spectives and case studies. In relation to these three central topics, authors
contributing to this book address specific issues, such as youth violence in
society, economic downturn and global crime trends, restorative justice and
recidivism, community-based policing, investigation techniques applied to
financial crimes, policing gang violence, implementation of the rule of law
in postconflict countries, and policing transportation infrastructures. All
of these issues are by-products of changes that occurred at socioeconomic,
policing, and criminal levels. Also, the book presents these issues by orga-
nizing its chapters according to their regional perspectives: global, modern
democracies, emerging democracies, and newly industrialized countries.
This categorization provides the opportunity to shed light on existing
regional contrasts related to the interrelations between and underlying fac-
tors of policing, fluctuations in socioeconomic development, and crime.
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XXX Introduction

This introduction chapter explores the theoretical and conceptual
frameworks related to the topics of this book by breaking them down into
three sections. In the first segment, we explore classic and new literature that
is relevant to the relation between socioeconomic development and crime.
More precisely, we examine how socioeconomic changes affect deviance
and crime, as well as how phenomena such as industrialization, urbaniza-
tion, socioeconomic policy, business cycles, and political instability might
affect crime trends. At first sight, one might consider these elements as being
only loosely related to policing; but, in fact, they are critically connected
because they have the power to transform the society and consequently
require reforms in police mission, strategy, and practice. The second section
addresses the relation between socioeconomic developments and policing by
focusing on the impact of socioeconomic conditions on the transformation
of policing and the evolution of its mission. We pay attention to phenomena
such as the professionalization of police, bureaucratization and expansion
of police activity, commodification of public security, and globalization of
security assemblage. The third segment of this chapter focuses on the rela-
tion between policing and crime by describing the evolution of police man-
agement models and development of strategies to address crime and public
expectations of law enforcement effectiveness. Finally, the last section pro-
poses a brief overview of the organization of the book.

Socioeconomic Developments and Crime

The relationship between the economy and crime is a complex one, which
demands a careful review of individual, cultural, and structural factors that
are at play. First, Durkheim (1982/1895) studied the impact of significant
change in societies on social pathologies and crime. Macrosociological trans-
formations such as population growth, immigration flux, urbanization, and
industrialization—which are often associated with economic development—can
influence interactions between groups within the society to provoke a break-
down of common norms and values (anomie). According to Durkheim, these
structural changes tend to alienate individuals by putting them into ill-suited
situations, such as social isolation and poor working conditions, which incite the
individuals to take self-corrective action to cope with unhappiness. At the collec-
tive level, such actions can translate into social disorders. At the individual level,
these actions can take the form of deviant behaviors, such as suicide or crime.
A thought-provoking statement made by Durkheim (1982/1895) about crime is
that it is “bound up with the fundamental conditions of all social life” (p. 98).
The author further asserts that crime or criminals should not be considered as
an evil that must be suppressed but should rather be considered as an inevitable
or normal social function to express a need for change or a reaction to change.
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Second, thriving or depressed economic conditions in a given country
have an impact on individuals’ environments by modifying the nature of
opportunities available to those who are socially encouraged, such as access
to employment and their ability to achieve personal aspirations. According
to strain theory, at the individual level criminal or deviant behaviors arise
when individuals experience adverse conditions in attempting to achieve
valued goals of a society, such as economic success or at least financial sus-
tainability. For example, Merton (1968) argues that in some societies legiti-
mate means to achieve material success are not uniformly distributed among
social classes or institutions, a discrepancy that generates strain and pres-
sures disadvantaged individuals to adopt nonlegitimate coping strategies.
Agnew (1992), who focuses more on emotions and norms instead of cultural
values, contends that an individual’s failure to achieve valued goals (financial
success), the removal of positive-valued stimuli (salary), and the potential of
facing negative stimuli (social rejection) will lead to strain. It is important to
note that strain can be related to a unique but overwhelming event (unem-
ployment or handicap) or to small annoyances that can accumulate over time
leading to frustration, dissatisfaction, resentment, and anger—critical emo-
tions for the perpetration of some crimes (Akers, 2000). Also, the author sug-
gests that individual characteristics and the nature of strain-related events
are central in explaining how economics can influence an individual’s moti-
vation to engage in criminal activities.

Third, Messner and Rosenfeld (1994) revisit Merton’s theory of anomie to
refocus on the criminogenic influence of social institutions in American soci-
ety (e.g., polity, family, school, and church) and assert that society is failing to
achieve its socialization mission because it is promoting individualistic and
pecuniary objectives. More precisely, Messner and Rosenfeld (1994) contend
that “education is regarded largely as a means to occupational attainment,
which in turn is valued primarily insofar as it promises economic rewards”
(p. 78). Messner and Rosenfeld’s anomie theory implies that cultural pres-
sure to secure monetary rewards, combined with weak controls from non-
economic social institutions, fosters inevitable criminal activity.

In an attempt to test this new theoretical framework, studies have exam-
ined if a governmental policy of income redistribution might temper the pur-
suit of private economic interests and also have a negative impact on crime
rates in the communities receiving the redistributed resources. Messner and
Rosenfeld (1997) and Savolainen (2000) have examined the “welfare-state”
index comprising both the relative and the absolute wealth distribution
expenditures made by each country. In their analyses, they study several
countries, including the country’s homicide rates, relative prosperity, and
income disparities in homes for both the majority and minority communi-
ties. Their results show that economic inequality between individuals has a
positive correlation with homicide rate, but this is only in those countries
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in which government spending for “social security” is very weak (relative
to the wealth of the society as a whole and the country’s level of economic
development). Other studies have demonstrated that the per capita rate of
juvenile homicides in the 39 most economically developed countries varies
inversely to the relative spending that their governments invest in citizens’
social welfare (Fiala & LaFree, 1988). Another study testing the per capita
rate of homicide (for both sexes and all age groups) in 18 economically devel-
oped countries devoted to wealth distribution also found that the relation-
ship varies inversely (Pampel & Gartner, 1995).

Several studies have scrutinized the impact of economic cycles, which affect
economic development (Deaton, 2010), on crime rates throughout the past 40
years. Some researches suggest that although significant economic downturns
can result in an increase in crime rates, such an increase is not always the case
(Cook & Zarkin, 1985; Chiricos & Delone, 1992; Bushway, Cook, & Phillips,
2010; Smith, Devine, & Sheley, 1992). On the one hand, Cantor and Land (1985)
found that an augmentation of unemployment rates might lead to an increase
in crime rates in uncertain conditions. On the other hand, the work of Lafree
(1998) shows that the cycle of economic expansion in the United States coin-
cides with a significant increase in crime and delinquency rates. Conversely,
Blumstein and Wallman (2006) showed that the 1990’s economic growth cor-
responded with a 30-year low in crime rates. During the same period, two
critical economic growth cycles provoked contradicting effects on crime rates.
Although several commonly considered indicators of economic adversity do
have effects on crime rates, these effects differ depending on the rates of infla-
tion and levels of objective risk (Baumer, Wolff, & Rosenfeld, 2013).

It is true that in several countries stagnation and rising crime rates can
be attributed to failing economic reform or programs. However, in other
countries—such as those in Africa and South America—the causes are more
diverse, although some common features do emerge. Studies conducted
by Azam, Berthelemy, and Calipel (1996); Easterly and Levine (1997); and
Temple (1998), as well as Collier and Gunning (1999), investigated the influ-
ence of economic growth in Africa, and they all found that violence and
unrest affect economic growth negatively. Ayres (1998) reports similar results
for Latin America and concludes that crime and violence are considered as
major obstacles to development in Latin American and Caribbean countries.
Kaufman (2004) performed a limited analysis on the Executive Opinion
Survey (EOS) concerning the report by firms on costs of terrorism, common
crime, and organized crime to business, as well as their reports on the preva-
lence of money laundering through the banking and nonbanking (informal
financial) sectors. The research shows a close association between both orga-
nized crime and common crime and the quality of domestic institutions.
Kaufman found a strong correlation between the quality of police organiza-
tions and the economic harm caused by organized crime in a given country.
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Studies conducted by Stewart and Fitzgerald (2001) and Stewart (2001)
examine the relationship between economic development and insecurity—
broadly conceptualized as political violence and violent crimes—among sev-
eral undeveloped countries from Africa, Asia, and South America. One of
Stewart’s main observations is that economic development is almost always
negatively affected by armed violence and that specific sectors such as agri-
culture, manufacturing, and exports are often the most adversely affected.
Other economic studies point out that armed violence tends to be greater
among countries with lower per capita incomes, lower life expectancy, and
lower economic growth (Nafziger & Auvinen, 2000; Collier & Hoeffler, 2000).
Also, studies have shown that armed violence occurs more frequently when
wealth distribution is highly unequal and when this inequality increases
among ethnic or religious groups over time (Stewart, 2001).

Finally, some studies found that violence can result from a failure of the
state to implement or maintain an established social contract that interrupts
the delivery of social services and economic benefits (Addison & Murshed,
2001; Nafziger & Auvinen, 2002). In such a context, an increase in poverty
and a diminution of public services can impact the rate of violence, especially
if the state’s benefits only reach a small number of individuals (e.g., regime
supporters). Countries where economic development is nonexistent, such as
failing or failed states, also represent a serious challenge for the security of
their people and more broadly human security (United Nations Development
Program, 1994). Failed states cumulate a series of heavy disadvantages such as
limited options and progress in areas such as education, employment, health,
and technology. In these cases, most of the missing state infrastructures, ser-
vices, and benefits distribution have been destroyed. These conditions foster
vicious cycles of imbalanced development and generate conditions for armed
violence that spurs from organized crime activities or political violence.
According to Alkire (2003), economic development and human security share
three fundamental components: (1) both are people centered, which means
that individuals should be empowered agents in security and economic pro-
cesses; (2) development and human security should address the individual’s
dignity and reduce vulnerabilities; and (3) both concepts consider poverty
and inequality to be the root causes of an individual’s vulnerability to vio-
lence and fear.

Economic Development and Policing

Throughout the centuries, the evolution of policing and police power has been
affected not only by the nature of political systems but also by economic forces.
For example, an increase in commercial maritime activities on the Thames River
at the end of the eighteenth century and a sharp augmentation of stolen cargo on
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the London Docks and piracy activities on the Thames River led to the establish-
ment of the Thames River Police (Critchley, 1967; Walsh, 1994). The foundation
of this unit paved the way to a more professionalized and structured police force
in England by introducing the first full-time salaried police officers. This newly
established police force was also a response to the shortcomings of the Bow Street
Runners, who were working based on stipends and not necessarily assigned to
patrol work. This approach had cost benefits in terms of the economic conse-
quences of criminal activity in the London Pool, and the possibility of effectively
preventing these crimes by having a more reliable police force eventually became
a source of inspiration to Sir Robert Peel three decades later (Critchley, 1967).

The emergence of modern policing coincides with the industrialization
era and the subsequent development of new technologies. Between 1770 and
1880, several Western countries experienced significant demographic and
sociopolitical changes as a result of the Industrial Revolution. This unprece-
dented economic development generated a broad population migration from
rural areas toward cities and towns that soon became new economic cen-
ters. However, this socioeconomic phenomenon also generated strong waves
of disorder, larceny, and various misconducts (such as public drunkenness,
fights, prostitution, and theft) that prompted the creation of public police
forces (Shelley, 1981). Moreover, criminal activities rapidly spread due to the
new transportation sectors of the Industrial Revolution, where criminals
were more common on roads, railways, and canals. This crime expansion
made police forces diversify their crime prevention strategies and create new
specialized divisions. Also, the emergence of social movements such as labor
and women’s movements (Blumer, 1990) occurred in the industrialization
eras. Between 1850 and 1914, urban police forces were confronted with large-
scale strikes organized by workers and civil disobedience actions conducted
by women. Both movements were able to challenge the relevance of police
crowd control tactics and understanding of protesters. The violence ema-
nating from the confrontations between these social groups and the police
forces became a highly politicized issue that led to political contentions and
police reforms (Walker & Katz, 2012).

During and after World Wars I and II, most Western countries experi-
enced what Johnston (1992) called the “rebirth of private policing.” During
the two wars, fear of sabotage and espionage encouraged corporations and
states to increase security throughout private security firms. After 1960, pri-
vate security continued to emerge due to the need for more customized and
distinctive protection for individuals and their properties: the commodifica-
tion of security (Loader, 1999; Shearing & Stenning, 1981; Shearing & Wood,
2007). The need was primarily generated by an expansion of the economy,
an increase of government regulations in different industry sectors, and a
significant augmentation of crime rates over the same three decades. Crime
prevention became the core business strategy of the private security sector in



