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INTRODUCTION
T0 D-DAY

STORMING FORTRESS EUROPE

It is spring 1944, and the war against Hitler's Germany has
dragged on into its fifth year. France has suffered under
German occupation since 1940, and since the evacuation of
the British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk in June 1940, no
serious effort has been made to return Allied troops to the
continent. A disastrous commando raid on Dieppe in 1942
taught the Allies a costly lesson: a frontal attack against a
defended port would result in catastrophic losses.

Germany is under pressure from the Soviet Union in
the east, which is beginning to press the attack after
blunting Hitler's offensive at Kursk in 1943 and inflicting
a major defeat at Stalingrad. The western Allies have been
urged by Stalin to open a ‘second front’ that would force
Germany to divert troops and equipment from the east, but
Britain and the US were not ready for the invasion of the
Continent originally planned for 1943. Until now, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill and US President Franklin
D. Roosevelt have pressed the fight in other theatres
around the world, while training soldiers and increasing
production of the equipment and landing craft needed to
prepare for a decisive invasion.

Now the Allies are committed, and a vast international
task force under General Dwight D. Eisenhower has been
assembled in the south of England, ready to embark for the



beaches of Normandy, the chosen landing area. Relatively
less well defended, these beaches are nonetheless part
of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel’s “Atlantic Wall: fortified
with strongpoints, mines and obstacles and defended by
batteries inland. A huge intelligence operation, codenamed
Fortitude, has also been under way to convince the German
command that the blow will come elsewhere on the French
coast: the Pas-de-Calais. This operation will prove incredibly
successful, throwing the German military leadership into
confusion and helping bring about catastrophic delays in
the response.

On the night of 5/6 June, 1944, taking advantage of an
unexpected break in bad weather, the vast force of over
5,000 ships, battleships, destroyers, minesweepers and
landing craft stealthily approaches the coast of France
down five channels swept clear of mines, heading for
beaches codenamed Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword.
Ahead of them have gone British and American airborne
assault troops, tasked with securing key bridges and roads
behind the landing area to protect the invasion from the
inevitable armoured counterattack. This is the Allies” one
chance: if it succeeds, it will turn the tide of the war and



ensure Hitler's eventual defeat; if it fails, Germany will gain
another year to strengthen the defences of Fortress Europe,
develop the secret weapons to which Hitler attaches such
importance, and turn against the advancing armies of the
Soviet Union on the Eastern Front. History has nothing to
offer more dramatic.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

To convey the story of so complex an operation on such a
vast scale is an ambitious undertaking, and to do so, we
have focused on the stories of just a handful individuals
and units from among the many thousands who played
their part in the invasion and in the German response.

The story ranges from the airborne assaults against the
town of Sainte-Meére-Eglise, the gun battery at Merville
and the vital bridges at Bénouville and Ranville, to the
German defence on the ground, the horrifically costly
beach landings themselves, the US Rangers’ assault on the
sheer cliffs of Pointe du Hoc, the race by the 1st Special
Service Brigade to relieve the exhausted paratroopers at
the bridges, the chaotic response of the German command
structure, the part played by French civilians and the fate
of the long-awaited armoured counterattack by the 21st
Panzer Division.

Although the dialogue is of course fictionalised, with the
exception of the French commando, Léon Faivre, all those
people named in the caption boxes are real historical figures,
and their actions are reconstructed as closely as we could -
with alittle leeway for narrative and artistic licence.
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REVER
BLOWING BUBBLES,
PRETTY BUBBLES 4
IN THE AIR... THEY FLY 50 HIGH,
| NEARLY REACH THE 5KY,
THEN LIKE MY DREAMS
THEY FADE AND DIE.

ONCe WE’RE ON THE GROUND,

WE MUST CAPTURE THE CANAL
BRIPGE INTACT AND DEFEND IT
UNTIL RELIEVED.

i/ L KNOW YOU'RE ALL READY
FOR THIS AND I HOPE TO GOP
THE BLOODY GERMANS ARE

OO0

O
R

upP THe
OX AND
BUCKS!




NOW APPROACHING
THE BRIDGES, PREPARE TO
PDETACH, MAJOR HOWARD.

& ARE
& YOU READY,

R LA
& g & W [
CRISCANORAIERIR
o Y 8 & ROYAD
G tpedle 8

DEN?

- : TG . ; GoOD LUCK

‘. ) \ : B . : AND GODSPEED,
You TOO, R\ , - ' v LIEUTENANT,

MAJOR. \ T,
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PP IT...

ALRIGHT, PEN?
ACTUALLY ;

GET CRACKING
WITH YOUR FIRST
SECTION THEN.

<, Wﬁaf
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FALLSCHIRMJAGER!
FALLSCHIRMJAGER!*

*PARATROOPERS N GERMAN. | //’{3 k=

S 2.
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WE NEED
TO GET TO
A FLAN--
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LIEUTENANT HERBERT PENHAM BROTHERIDGE:
8 PECEMBER 1915 - 6 JUNE 194U,
THE FIRST ALLIED CASUALTY OF P-DAY.
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NO EXPLOSIVES; Y X
THE BRIDGE 15
SAFE, MAJOR.

EXCELLENT
WORK, LADS.




SET UP A
PERIMETER AND
DEFENCES.

I'M SURE
WE CAN EXPECT A
COUNTER-ATTACK
SOON.

i:!s (“v ;
/‘/’)P.:

LIEUTENANT FOX
HAS CONFIRMED
THE CAPTURE OF
THE RIVER BRIDGE
AS WELL.

FANTASTIC NEWS,
TAYLOR, SEND HQ
THE HAM AND JAM

CONFIRMATIONS.,




ALWIN, WILLST
PU RAUCHEN, MEIN
A FREUND?Z

<L WOULD LIKE TO,
BUT SOMETIMES T
WONDER IF OUR
LEUTNANT COUNTS
THE STEPS FROM
POST TO POST.>

STRONGPOINT S,
UTAH BEACH

SLEUTNANT JAHNKE
HAS TO SLEEP
SOMETIME...>

<YoU WOULD THINK, BUT
1 DO NOT WANT TO FIND
OUT WHAT A55IGNMENT
15 WORSE THAN THIS.>




HEIL
HITLER.
<You MAY GO
ABOUT YOUR
BUSINESS,
SOLDIER.>

JAWOHL,
LEUTNANT.




<You AWAKE
DOWN THERE,
rUDIZ>

<THOUGHT
You couLp
Use THIS.>

<EVERY DAY, YOU TELL ME
IT'S COLD AS A CRYPT DOWN
THERE.D

<I FIGURE THIS
WILL MAKE YOUR
NIGHT A LITTLE
WARMER.>

<PON'T DRINK IT ALL,
RUDI, OR YOU'LL
SLEEP THROUGH
THE WAR!>




{We HAVE CRUSHED
ALL OF OUR ENEMIES
WITH EASE.>

{THE ENGLISH
WILL BE NO
DIFFERENT.>

"
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<po You 5e€
ANYTHING,
PAUL?>

<IT’5 TOO WINDY
EVEN FOR THE BIRDS,
MY FRIEND. >




{THEY TELL ME TO WATCH FOR THE ENGLISH

CROS5ING THE CHANNEL, AND T WATCH FOR
THE ENGLISH CRO55ING THE CHANNEL..>

<IF THEY COME, T'M

SURE WE WILL SEE

THEM, BINOCULARS
OR NOT.>

<I'VE TOLD HIM, ANY
COLDER, AND HIS EYES
MAY STICK TO THOSE
BINOCULARS.>

<HE DOESN'T
LISTEN TO
Me.>

<I HEARD THE WEATHER'S
GOING TO BE LIKE THIS
FOR A WHILE.>

<1'D RATHER NOT
BE BLIND WHEN
PN THEY ARRIVE.D>




CLIP ON AND
{ eeADY FOR JUM

GENTLEMEN.

SIR, L CAN'T SEEM
TO FIND THE BEACON.
THERE’S A LOT OF SMOKE
ON THE GROUND.

WELL, THAT’S
JUST TYPICAL, ISN'T

IT? HOW CLOSE PO _
WOU THINK WE ARE? /. guel
4

YouU SHOULD ALL GET
READY TO JUMR

YOoU ARE NOT TO
HAVE ANY PRIVATE
FIGHTS. YOU GET TO THE
RV AND THAT’S IT.
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WILSON, We
NEED TO GET
MOVING TO

v s lf
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HURRY AND
MAKE SURE
THOSE MEN TOUCH

| G DOWN SAFELY.

You'LL '\
BE OK IN A
MINUTE!




NOT LIKE
THIS...

THIS BLOODY
MARSH |5 -~




THE FRENCH
COUNTRYSIDE

S,

HEADING TOWARD
MERVILLE BATTERY.

I DON'T THINK
WE’'RE SUPPOSED TO
BE HERE, DO YOU?
HONESTLY
MATE, T'M
NOT SURE. #

BLIMEY, T
HOPE THE C.0.
KNOWS A BIT MORE
THAN WE DO THEN.

We’Re ABOUT
Ho0 YARDS
EAST OF THE

\ DROP ZONE. WE NEgp To
dati REGROUP WITH THE s
e  ARTILLERY AND VEHICLES |

. A5 500N A5 PO5S5IBLE. K

50, LET'S
GET A MOVE
ON, GENTS!




THE FIRE
BRIGADE!> *

<HAVE YOU SEEN
MONSIEUR HAIRON?
15 He HOME?>

<DID ANYONE
SEE WHAT
HAPPENED?>

J'Al ENTENDU
UN AVION!

JE ME 5U5
CACHE DANS
LE PLACARD,

CETAIT
UNE BOMBE/!




<BUCKETS!>

<T’LL INFORM
 THE MAYOR.>

{START GATHERING
BUCKETS, FOR GOD’S
SAKE!>




<{We Negp TO
GET A BUCKET BRIGADE
GOING, OR WE’LL NEVER
G GET THE FIRE OUT.>

<{THE CURFEW WILL
POSE A CHALLENGE.>

<COULD YoU AsSK
THE COMMANDANT TO

MEFrc],
RENAUD,

<I'D BEST GO
SEE WHAT I CAN
DO UNTIL HELP
ARRIVES.>

<IT'S THAT, OR
WE LET MONSIEUR
HAIRON’S AND OTHER
HOUSES BURN.>

<OF COURSE, T'LL
SPEAK WITH THE
COMMANDANT.>
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<I NEeD TO
i SPEAKWITH THE
COMMANDANT.>

<SHAVEN'T YoU
SeeN THE
SMOKE?>

<NOT HERE,
AT ONE OF
THE VILLAS.>

<We Negp
TO HURRY !>

WELL AFTER
CURFEW.>




