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For Michael Joy 

First among neighbours 

Author's acknowledgments 

I am most grateful to my editor, Lisa Thomas, who is as effective and efficient as 

she is calming and helpful. We worked together on the DK Atlas cif World History 

and I am delighted to see that the team still works well. Thanks too to Sonja 

Brodie for copy-editing the book, to Jen Veall for her creative picture research 

and Nicola Liddiard for her elegant design. I have benefited from the comments 

of Heiko Henning on an earlier draft and am also grateful to Yingeong Dai, 

Mike Dobson, Spencer Mawby, David Parrott, Karsten Petersen, Kaushik Roy, 

Don Stoker, Stag Svenningsen, Ken Swope and Harold Tanner for answering 

questions on particular points. 


































