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PREFACE. 

On Sunday, November 30th, 1890, I visited, with 
Mr. Nimroud Rassam, the monastery of Rabban Hór-
mízd at Al-Kosh, and before leaving me for the night, 
one of the monks lent me a manuscript containing his-
tories of the foundation of the monastery in prose and 
in verse; the prose version was written by Simon, a 
disciple of Már Józádhák, a friend of Rabban Hórmízd, 
and the metrical version by Wahlé, surnamed Sergius, 

A 

of Adhórbáíján, whose period is unknown to me. Both 
versions were, I thought, new, and as I read on into 
the night, I came to the conclusion that they were 
practically unknown in Europe.1 On the morrow I ask-
ed permission to have the book copied, and the cour-. 
teous and hospitable monks of that old-world house 
readily granting it, a copy made its way to me in 
Europe in due course. I gave in my Book of Governors2 

some account of the life of Rabban Hórmízd derived 

1 For the history of Rabban Hòrmizd by 'Atnmànuèl al-
Bägarmi, Bishop of Beth Garmai, see Cardahi, Liber thesauri 
de arte poetica Syrorum, Rome 1875, p. 142, and Hoffmann, 
Auszüge, p. 19; for an account by one Adam of cAkrà in Margà, 
see Cardahi, op. cit., p. 102. 

2 I. e., The Historia Monastica of Thomas of Margà, vol. 1. 
pp. CLVII—CLXVII. London, 1893. 
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from the prose history by Simon, the disciple of Mar 

Jozadhak, and nothing further need be said here except 

that this distinguished Nestorian was born at Shiraz in 

the first half of the seventh century of our era1; that 

he was the son of wealthy parents; that he first became 

a monk in the Monastery of Rabban bar-'Idta, and 

received the tonsure at the hands of Mar Sabhr-Isho 

of that house, where he lived for thirty-nine years; 

that he dwelt for six or seven years in the Monastery 

of Mar Abraham of Risha, and then went to Beth 

'Edhrai; and that subsequently, at the request of the 

people of the country round about, he built his monas-

tery at Al-Kosh, where he died about twenty-two years 

later, aged eighty-seven years. 

The manuscript of the metrical Life of Rabban Hor-

mizd by Sergius of Adhorbaijan consists of 89 paper 

leaves measuring 9zj2 in. by 6V2; each page is occupied 

by one column of writing, generally containing 20 lines. 

The quires are nine in number and are signed with 

letters, the writing is fine and bold, the whole text is 

fully pointed, and the heading, titles of the sections, 

and colophon are in red. The composition, or as its 

author modestly calls it, "little discourse" £ 0 w a s 

written to be recited on the day of the commemoration2 

1 He is mentioned, together with Mar Sabhr-Ishoc of Kuk, 
as a contemporary of the Catholicus Isho'-yahbh of Gedhala, 
who sat from 628—644 A. D.; see Hoffmann, Aussiige, p. 179. 
The period when Rabban Hormizd flourished can also be as-
certained from the statement (see infra, p. 57, 1. 1205) that 
Mar Abraham, his friend, had lived in the Monastery of Beth 
cAbhe for thirteen years before he joined him. 

2 See Brit. Mus. MS. Egerton No. 681, fol. 115« (Wright, 
Cat. Syr. MSS., p. 191, col. 2, at the foot). 
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of Rabban Hormizd. It is divided into twenty-two 

or "gates", each of which is named after a letter 

of the Syriac alphabet: the longest (letter ;) contains 

1098 lines, and the shortest (letter 50 lines. Each 

line of a .̂bi. ends with the letter after which the fs-os 

is named, i. e., in ; ¿^¿s each line ends with f, in a .̂-»n 

each line ends with a, and so on; when we consider 

the length of the text and the skill with which the 

consistency of this arrangement has been maintained, 

no doubt can exist about the profound knowledge of 

Syriac which Sergius of Adhorbaijan must have possess-

ed. In o he is driven to omit frequently ¿¡s from 

nouns ending in ¿¡so, as well as from words borrowed 

from Greek, e. g., oaka for ^osxa, ¿sh for >»¿¿>3, etc.\ and 

in is we meet with a large number of adverbs of 

rare occurrence like ^.jkscu», ^tsasoa, ¿s»£ 

fy+£or*ii>, ^jiiipi», etc., as well as such purely artificial 

adverbs as ¡s^&a¿1, ^M^abi, ¿s^aat̂ I, 2. Examples 

of verbal forms, and of nouns derived from them, not 

usually given in our lexicons, occur in every section/ 

and a glance at such pages as 16, 59, 82, 83, 94, 114, 

120, 121 , 134, 152, 157 and 161 — 1 6 4 will reveal 

many groups of these; words like (1. 923) and 

ibqsor, plur. Jiopo? (11. 908, 2328), which are usually 

known only from the native lexicons, or from quotations 

from them in Dean Payne Smith's great work, also occur. 

A n interesting feature of the MS. which the monk 

at Al-Kosh lent to me were the numerous glosses, over 

1 Words and forms which do not occur at all in Dean 
Payne Smith's Thesaurus, or are only there quoted from native 
lexicons, or of which only a few quotations are there given, 
are marked with an asterisk*. In line 1760 for read ^ioi . 



VIII PRÉFACÉ. 

five hundred in number, which occurred throughout the 
work; these were written in red, and in places where 
the ink was faded were not always easy to read. 
They are reproduced in small type as notes at the 
foot of the page, and it is hoped that they will be 
found tolerably accurate. As to their authorship and 
the date when they were added to MSS. of Sergius 
work I can give no information, but they are of interest 
as shewing that even Nestorians found difficulties in 
reading a work which contained so many unusual forms 
and words. It was intended to add a complete voca-
bulary to the text, but subsequently the idea was given 
up, because it was thought that scholars would like to 
have the work in their hands as soon as possible, and 
it was hoped that it might appear soon enough to 
help to supply additional material for the two new 
Syriac lexicons which are announced to appear shortly. 
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Fol. 88 6. 
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• ^ ¡ S ú S g á ? ! » 0 & ¿ d o * ? ^ á o j s 
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jabot ^ o 

3410 *¿s*ísí Ú070 .o&2 îsàsxôb 
é * t ' f í » \ í < 

skbúac ^aâsoàaé ¿Saáás ^áisá 

^ íwat í l yÓoi<4? \OJÓÍ ^iföiso ^ÓiS 
Foi. 876. issi ^¿¿sá 

3415 : ¿sb^-o ¿S*>tí ^ V f e 

/ 

: isâbô ojsjao uSa ^p ÍMt>í 
3420 * i ss i lo is^â ikonÁ^ 

: issopo ¿S*?b2 ĴĈ oûo ^.ís'iiso ^i'áao&i 

* ÍS fcJyóo^b yoSjsi Àaâ ^ÓO^á 

^ k o a á 

f ^ r ^ ^ ^ ^¿Uàia ¿2o 
3425 uafoS^>i¿33 ^Aop 

*¿Stí5¿Sj»2 ¿2o ^ © V 3 

: Xttáxb ¿le? y&fiú ^ ^is3 ¿ss 

^ o a t ? ? äs^Ö ^ Ö M 



SERGIUS OF ÂDHÔRBÂÎJÂN ON R. HORMIZD. 1 6 4 

• ^ u o ¿ ¿ M C l i s a ¡ Z j k t í ó 

m Í Á j ú i . ¿ S & I 3385 « / * 0 * \ * * ** \ j t » 

uíssó á á ^ J ^ I S i t o J o ^ a a o 

; ¿ s o x » x ¿ 3 o i s 

K**fylÁ¿Jtí£íMi ^ V r ffjS-^i a ó i í i i o 

t 

¿ ¿ s o ^ p & o á o j a ¡ s o » ? ¿SAO 3390 

c u j u & o v ? ? ^ ^ Í M ? * 

: ¿ s » ' á b e ? í s 2 F01.87«. 

^ ¿ á Á a o o s , S Í ¿ V i ( ? ^ á o ^ , 3395 

: 4 s * á t í o ¿ s i s e r i ¿ ¿ o p 

* ¿ N á ó a á - A á ^ ' á s o ? ¿sáóaSrfb á á à a o 3400 

: i s S á x ó ¿ O U £ ^ P ? 

* ¿ s á a i * k 2 o Í S m ^ ^ o i t t a i a u * c b á á 

o ^ Qf&óbo&ó ¿ S ^ Í A ? 3 

^ / * toé t i9 0 0 1 0 o s e s 

S í o t i s á i s 2 o V ^ í U o t í ? A - ^ o 3 4 0 5 

1 Glossed by &.00« 


