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‘This important book outlines how young children engage with reading all kinds of texts in the 
digital age. Drawing from an innovative research study, Rachael Levy challenges notions of reading 
that pay insufficient attention to children’s own experiences and interests. The voice of the child is 
heard clearly and loudly in this book, sending strong messages about how reading curricula and 
pedagogy need to recognise children’s agency and creativity.’

PROFESSOR JACKIE MARSH, UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

Developing and supporting literacy is a priority for all Early Years settings and primary schools. 
By presenting extensive research evidence, Rachael Levy shows how some of our tried and 
tested approaches to teaching reading may be counter-productive, and are causing some 
young children to lose confidence in their abilities as readers. Through challenging accepted 
definitions and perspectives on reading, this book encourages the reader to reflect critically on the 
current reading curriculum, and to consider ways in which their own practice can be developed. 

Placing the emphasis on the voices of the children themselves, the author looks at:

     what it feels like to be a reader in the digital age
     children’s perceptions of reading
     home and school reading
     reading in multidimensional forms
     the future teaching of reading. 

Essential reading for all trainee and practising teachers, this critical examination will support 
those who are interested in the way we can help future generations become literate. This 
book will encourage researchers and practitioners alike to redefine their views of literacy, 
and situate ‘reading literacy’ within the digital world in which young children now live. 

Rachael Levy worked as a primary school teacher before undertaking her doctoral studies at the 
University of Cambridge. She is Lecturer in Early Years Education, at the University of Sheffield. 

levy_young_aw.indd   1 14/04/2011   15:57



Young Children 
Reading

00-Levy-4189-Prelims.indd   1 16/04/2011   10:15:48 AM



00-Levy-4189-Prelims.indd   2 16/04/2011   10:15:48 AM



Young Children 
Reading

At home and at school

Rachael Levy

00-Levy-4189-Prelims.indd   3 19/04/2011   2:15:44 PM



© Rachael Levy 2011 

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of research or 
private study, or criticism or review, as permitted under the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988, this publication 
may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form, or 
by any means, only with the prior permission in writing of 
the publishers, or in the case of reprographic reproduction, in 
accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright 
Licensing Agency. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside 
those terms should be sent to the publishers.

SAGE Publications Ltd
1 Oliver’s Yard 
55 City Road
London EC1Y 1SP

SAGE Publications Inc.
2455 Teller Road
Thousand Oaks, California 91320

SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd
B 1/I 1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road
New Delhi 110 044

SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte Ltd
33 Pekin Street #02-01 
Far East Square 
Singapore 048763

Library of Congress Control Number: 2010938739

British Library Cataloguing in Publication data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-85702-990-4
ISBN 978-0-85702-991-1 (pbk)

Typeset by C&M Digitals (P) Ltd, Chennai, India
Printed in India at Replika Press Pvt Ltd
Printed on paper from sustainable resources

00-Levy-4189-Prelims.indd   4 16/04/2011   10:15:49 AM



Dedication
This book is dedicated to Daniel and Ben, who taught me 

so much about children and reading. 
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Series published in association with UKLA

The emphasis for all of the books is this series is on developing practical 
skills for teachers in literacy and language teaching, underpinned by 
accessibly presented theory and research. Dealing with topics of current 
and continuing interest, the books aim to inform all those concerned 
with the development of literacy: teachers, researchers and local 
authority professionals, as well as those involved in teacher education 
and continuing professional development.  

Books in the series:

Phonics: Practice, research and policy Maureen Lewis and Sue Ellis (editors), 
2006

Visual Approaches to Teaching Writing: Multimodal literacy 5-11 Eve 
Bearne and Helen Wolstencroft, 2007

Desirable Literacies: Approaches to Language and Literacy in the Early Years 
(Second Edition) Jackie Marsh and Elaine Hallett (editors), 2008 

The United Kingdom Literacy Association (UKLA) is a registered charity, 
which has as its sole object the advancement of education in literacy at 
all levels and in all educational settings in the UK and overseas. 
Members include classroom teachers, teaching assistants, school liter-
acy co-ordinators, LEA literacy consultants, teacher educators, research-
ers, inspectors, advisors, publishers and  librarians.  

UKLA provides a forum for discussion and debate through a wide range 
of international, national, regional and local conferences and publica-
tions. UKLA works with a range of government and non-governmental 
agencies on issues of national interest. The Association is also commit-
ted to the funding and dissemination of high-quality national and 
international research projects that include practitioner-researchers. 
This series of co-published titles with Sage Publications complements 
the range of in-house UKLA publications and provides a further oppor-
tunity to disseminate the high quality work of the association. In order 
to find out more about UKLA, including details about membership, 
visit: http://www.ukla.org
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