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Preface

In recent years, with the increase of nonlinear loads drawing nonsinusoidal
currents, power quality distortion has become a serious problem in electrical
power systems. Active filters have been known as an effective tool for har-
monic mitigation as well as reactive power compensation, load balancing,
voltage regulation, and voltage flicker compensation. On the other hand,
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) systems provide uninterrupted, reli-
able, and high-quality power for vital loads. They, in fact, protect sensitive
loads against power outages as well as overvoltage and undervoltage
conditions. UPS systems also suppress line transients and harmonic
disturbances. Applications of UPS systems include medical facilities, life-
supporting systems, data storage and computer systems, emergency equip-
ment, telecommunications, industrial processing, and on-line management
systems. Generally, an ideal UPS should be able to deliver uninterrupted
power and, simultaneously, provide the necessary power conditioning for
the particular power application.

This book describes harmonic-producing loads, effects of harmonics, and
harmonic mitigation methods using active filters. Different topologies of
active filters and UPS systems, their applications, configurations, control
methods, modeling and analysis, and stability issues are also comprehen-
sively discussed.

Recent advancements in the area of power electronics have resulted in a
great variety of new topologies and control strategies for active filters and
UPS systems. The research has been focused mainly on improving the
performance and expanding application areas of these systems. The issue of
cost reduction has been attracting the attention of researchers. Reducing the
number of switches allows one of the most significant cost reductions. A dif-
ferent technique is replacing controlled switches such as IGBTs, MOSFETs,
and thyristors with diodes. Another approach for reducing cost is to develop
topologies that employ switches with lower reverse voltage stresses and
lower current ratings. This book addresses these new trends in detail.

Ali Emadi
Abdolhosein Nasiri
Stoyan B. Bekiarov

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 7



RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 8



Biography

Ali Emadi received the B.S. and M.S. degrees in electrical engineering with
highest distinction from Sharif University of Technology, Tehran, Iran. He
also received his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering specializing in
power electronics and motor drives from Texas A&M University, College
Station, TX, where he was awarded the Electric Power and Power
Electronics Institute (EPPEI) fellowship for his graduate studies. In 1997, he
was a lecturer at the Electrical Engineering Department of Sharif University
of Technology. Dr. Emadi joined the Electrical and Computer Engineering
(ECE) Department of Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) in August 2000.

Dr. Emadi is the director of Grainger Power Electronics and Motor Drives
Laboratories at IIT, where he has established research and teaching laborato-
ries as well as courses in power electronics, motor drives, and vehicular power
systems. He is also the co-founder and co-director of IIT Consortium on
Advanced Automotive Systems (ICAAS). His main research interests include
modeling, analysis, design, and control of power electronic converters/sys-
tems and motor drives. His areas of interest also include integrated convert-
ers, vehicular power systems, and hybrid electric and fuel cell vehicles.

Dr. Emadi has been named the Eta Kappa Nu Outstanding Young
Electrical Engineer for 2003 by virtue of his outstanding contributions to
hybrid electric vehicle conversion, for excellence in teaching, and for his
involvement in student activities by the Eta Kappa Nu Association, the
Electrical Engineering Honor Society. Dr. Emadi is also the recipient of the
2002 University Excellence in Teaching Award from IIT as well as Overall
Excellence in Research Award from Office of the President, IIT, for mentor-
ing undergraduate students. He directed a team of students to design and
build a novel low-cost brushless DC motor drive for residential applica-
tions, which won the First Place Overall Award of the 2003
IEEE/DOE/DOD International Future Energy Challenge for Motor
Competition. He is an Associate Editor of IEEE Transactions on Power
Electronics and a member of the editorial board of the Journal of Electric
Power Components and Systems, the international program committee of
Power Generation and Renewable Energy Sources Symposium, the vehicle
power and propulsion committee in Vehicular Technology Society of IEEE,
and the organizing committee of the Annual Conference on Properties and
Applications of Magnetic Materials. Dr. Emadi is the author of more than
130 journal and conference papers as well as three books including Vehicular
Electric Power Systems: Land, Sea, Air, and Space Vehicles (New York: Marcel
Dekker, 2003), Energy Efficient Electric Motors: Selection and Applications
(New York: Marcel Dekker, 2004), and Uninterruptible Power Supplies and

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 9



Active Filters (Boca Raton: CRC Press, 2004). He is also the co-author of
Modern Electric, Hybrid Electric, and Fuel Cell Vehicles: Fundamentals, Theory,
and Design (Boca Raton: CRC Press, 2004). Dr. Emadi is also the editor of the
Handbook of Automotive Power Electronics and Motor Drives (New York:
Marcel Dekker, 2005). He is a senior member of IEEE and a member of SAE.
He is also listed in the International Who’s Who of Professionals and Who’s
Who in Engineering Academia.

Abdolhosein Nasiri received the B.S. and M.S. degrees in electrical engi-
neering with distinct honor from Sharif University of Technology, Tehran,
Iran. He also received his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering specializing
in power electronics and motor drives from Illinois Institute of Technology,
Chicago, Illinois. He was listed in the Who’s Who among students in
American Universities and Colleges. He joined Baxter Healthcare
Corporation in Deerfield, Illinois, as R&D electrical engineer in 2003 and,
currently, he is working for ForHealth Technologies in Daytona Beach,
Florida, as a senior electrical engineer. Dr. Nasiri has 15 journal and confer-
ence papers and is a reviewer of IEEE journal and conference papers. His
Ph.D. dissertation was focused on configurations, modeling, and digital con-
trol of series–parallel active filter/UPS systems. His areas of interest include
power electronic converters, integrated power converters, active filter and
UPS systems, switching power supplies, and adjustable speed drives.

Stoyan B. Bekiarov received his M.S. degree in electrical engineering in
1994 from Technical University–Sofia, Bulgaria. From 1994 to 2000, he was
employed by the Grocvet-LTD, Bulgaria, as a Project Engineer. He received
his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering specializing in power electronics
and motor drives from Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, Illinois, in
2004. Dr. Bekiarov is currently a Senior Engineer at C.E. Niehoff & Co. His
interests include design and control of power electronic converters and sys-
tems, electric power management systems, and brushless alternators for
military and heavy-duty automotive systems.

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 10



__________________________________________________________________

Contents

1. Uninterruptible Power Supplies ......................................................................1
1.1 Classification ............................................................................................3

1.1.1 Static UPS ....................................................................................3
1.1.1.1 On-Line UPS ................................................................4

1.1.1.1.1 Normal Mode of Operation ..................4
1.1.1.1.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ........5
1.1.1.1.3 Bypass Mode of Operation ....................5

1.1.1.2 Off-Line UPS ................................................................6
1.1.1.2.1 Normal Mode of Operation ..................7
1.1.1.2.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ........7

1.1.1.3 Line-Interactive UPS ..................................................8
1.1.1.3.1 Normal Mode of Operation ................10
1.1.1.3.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ......11

1.1.2 Rotary UPS ................................................................................12
1.1.3 Hybrid Static/Rotary UPS ......................................................13

1.2 Batteries for UPS Applications ............................................................14
1.2.1 History ........................................................................................14
1.2.2 Valve-Regulated Lead–Acid Batteries ....................................14
1.2.3 UPS Battery Features ................................................................15
1.2.4 Problems ....................................................................................15
1.2.5 Charging Strategies ..................................................................17
1.2.6 Failure Category ........................................................................18
1.2.7 Monitoring ................................................................................18

1.3 Flywheels for UPS Applications ..........................................................19
1.3.1 Fundamentals ............................................................................19
1.3.2 Classification ..............................................................................22

1.3.2.1 Low-Speed Flywheel Systems ................................22
1.3.2.2 High-Speed Flywheel Systems ................................22

1.3.3 UPS Applications of Flywheels ..............................................23
1.4 Comparative Analysis of Flywheels and Electrochemical 

Batteries ..................................................................................................26
1.5 Applications of UPS Systems ..............................................................27

1.5.1 Distributed Approach ..............................................................28
1.5.2 Centralized Approach ..............................................................29

1.6 Parallel Operation ..................................................................................30
1.6.1 Configurations ..........................................................................31
1.6.2 Fundamental Principles of Parallel Operation ....................35
1.6.3 Control Strategies in UPS Parallel Operation ......................36

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 11



1.6.3.1 Concentrated Control ..............................................36
1.6.3.2 Master–Slave Control ..............................................36
1.6.3.3 Distributed Control ..................................................37
1.6.3.4 Wireless Independent Control ................................37

1.7 Performance Evaluation of UPS Systems ..........................................38
1.8 Power Factor Correction in UPS Systems ..........................................39

1.8.1 Passive PFC Techniques ..........................................................40
1.8.2 Active PFC Techniques ............................................................40

1.9 Control of UPS Systems ........................................................................43
1.9.1 Single-Voltage Control Loop Strategy ..................................43
1.9.2 Multiple Control Loops ............................................................44

1.9.2.1 Hysteresis Current Control ......................................45
1.9.2.2 SPWM Current Control ............................................45
1.9.2.3 Predictive Current Control ......................................46

1.10 Converters for UPS Systems ................................................................46
1.10.1 Rectifiers ....................................................................................47

1.10.1.1 Uncontrolled Rectifiers ............................................47
1.10.1.2 Controlled Rectifiers ................................................48

1.10.2 Inverters ......................................................................................52
1.10.2.1 Basic Principles of Operation ..................................52
1.10.2.2 Pulse Width-Modulated Switching Scheme ........53

1.11 Battery Charger/Discharger ................................................................56
References ........................................................................................................58

2. Active Filters ....................................................................................................63
2.1 Harmonic Definition ............................................................................65
2.2 Harmonic Sources in Electrical Systems ............................................66

2.2.1 Fluorescent Lamps ....................................................................66
2.2.2 Switching Power Supplies ......................................................67
2.2.3 Electric Furnace ........................................................................67
2.2.4 High-Voltage DC Systems ......................................................67
2.2.5 Adjustable Speed Drives ..........................................................68
2.2.6 AC/DC Converters/Inverters ................................................69
2.2.7 Other Harmonic-Producing Loads ........................................69

2.3 Effects of Harmonics ............................................................................70
2.3.1 Disturbance to Electric and Electronic Devices ....................70
2.3.2 Higher Losses ............................................................................70
2.3.3 Extra Neutral Current ..............................................................71
2.3.4 Improper Working of Metering Devices ..............................71
2.3.5 De-Rating of Distribution Equipment ..................................72
2.3.6 Resonance Problem ..................................................................72

2.4 Harmonic Mitigation Methods ............................................................72
2.4.1 Harmonic Production Prevention ..........................................73
2.4.2 Passive Filters ............................................................................73

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 12



2.4.3 Active Filters ..............................................................................73
2.4.3.1 Applications ..............................................................75

2.4.3.1.1 Adjustable Speed Drives ......................76
2.4.3.1.2 DC Capacitor Cancellation ..................76
2.4.3.1.3 HVDC Systems ......................................76
2.4.3.1.4 High-Power Locomotives ....................77
2.4.3.1.5 Remote Generations ..............................77
2.4.3.1.6 Commercial Loads ................................77
2.4.3.1.7 Other Applications ................................77

2.5 Classification of Active Filters ............................................................78
2.5.1 Current Source Active Filters ..................................................78
2.5.2 Voltage Source Active Filters ..................................................80
2.5.3 Shunt Active Filters ..................................................................82
2.5.4 Series Active Filters ..................................................................84
2.5.5 Hybrid Active Filters ................................................................86
2.5.6 Unified Power Quality Conditioners ....................................88

2.6 Active Filters for DC/DC Converters ................................................90
2.6.1 Active EMI Filters ....................................................................90
2.6.2 Active Ripple Filters ................................................................92

2.6.2.1 Configurations ..........................................................92
2.7 Modeling and Analysis ........................................................................95

2.7.1 Switching Function Model ......................................................95
2.7.2 DC Model ..................................................................................96
2.7.3 Analytical Model ......................................................................97

2.7.3.1 Basic Equations ..........................................................97
2.7.3.2 Time Delay for Extraction of Reference 

Current ........................................................................99
2.7.3.3 Time Delay of Response for Current ....................100
2.7.3.4 Control of DC Bus Voltage ....................................100

2.8 Control Strategies ................................................................................100
2.8.1 Reference Current/Voltage Detection Method ..................100

2.8.1.1 Time Domain Analysis ..........................................101
2.8.1.1.1 High-Pass Filter Method ....................101
2.8.1.1.2 Low-Pass Filter Method ......................101
2.8.1.1.3 Instantaneous Reactive Power 

Algorithm ..............................................101
2.8.1.1.4 Modified Instantaneous Reactive 

Power Algorithm ................................103
2.8.1.1.5 Synchronous Reference Frame 

Method....................................................103
2.8.1.1.6 Modified Synchronous Reference 

Frame Method ......................................104
2.8.1.1.7 Unity Power Factor Method ..............105
2.8.1.1.8 Sliding Mode Control ..........................105
2.8.1.1.9 Passivity-Based Control ......................105
2.8.1.1.10 PI Controller ........................................105

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 13



2.8.1.1.11 Flux-Based Controller ........................106
2.8.1.1.12 Sine Multiplication Method ..............106

2.8.1.2 Frequency Domain Analysis ................................106
2.8.2 Derivation of Switching Scheme ..........................................107

2.9 Stability Assessment ............................................................................107
2.10 Conclusion ............................................................................................110
References ......................................................................................................111

3. Unified Power Quality Conditioners ..........................................................117
3.1 Series–Parallel Configuration..............................................................119
3.2 Current Control ....................................................................................120
3.3 Voltage Control......................................................................................123
3.4 Power Flow and Characteristic Power ..............................................126
References ........................................................................................................131

4. Reduced-Parts Uninterruptible Power Supplies ......................................133
4.1 Concept of Reduced-Parts Converters Applied to 

Single-Phase On-Line UPS Systems ..................................................134
4.2 New On-Line UPS Systems Based on Half-Bridge 

Converters ............................................................................................137
4.2.1 Reduced-Parts Single-Phase On-Line UPS System ............137

4.2.1.1 Description of the Proposed UPS System ..........137
4.2.1.2 Basic Principles of Operation ................................138
4.2.1.3 Design of a 1 kVA UPS System ............................144
4.2.1.4 Simulation Results ..................................................149

4.2.2 Single-Phase to Two-Phase On-Line UPS System ..............151
4.2.2.1 Basic Principles of Operation ................................151
4.2.2.2 Simulation Results ..................................................156

4.2.3 Single-Phase to Three-Phase On-Line UPS System ..........157
4.2.3.1 Basic Principles of Operation ................................157
4.2.3.2 Simulation Results ..................................................158

4.2.4 Performance Analyses and Cost Evaluation ......................160
4.2.5 Conclusions ..............................................................................163

4.3 New On-Line UPS Systems Based on a Novel 
AC/DC Rectifier ..................................................................................164
4.3.1 Reduced-Parts Single-Phase On-Line UPS System ............164

4.3.1.1 System Description ................................................164
4.3.1.2 Basic Principles of Operation ................................165
4.3.1.3 Simulation Results ..................................................170

4.3.2 Single-Phase to Two-Phase On-Line UPS System ..............175
4.3.2.1 Basic Principles of Operation ................................175
4.3.2.2 Simulation Results ..................................................178

4.3.3 Single-Phase to Three-Phase On-Line UPS System ..........179
4.3.3.1 Basic Principles of Operation ................................180
4.3.3.2 Simulation Results ..................................................180

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 14



4.3.4 Performance Analyses and Cost Evaluation ......................180
4.3.5 Conclusions ..............................................................................181

4.4 New Three-Phase On-Line UPS System with Reduced 
Number of Switches ............................................................................183
4.4.1 System Description ................................................................185
4.4.2 Basic Principles of Operation ................................................186
4.4.3 Simulation Results ..................................................................188
4.4.4 Performance Analyses and Cost Evaluation ......................194
4.4.5 Conclusions ..............................................................................195

4.5 New Single-Phase to Three-Phase Hybrid 
Line-Interactive/On-Line UPS System ............................................195
4.5.1 System Description ................................................................196
4.5.2 Basic Principles of Operation ................................................197
4.5.3 Simulation Results ..................................................................200
4.5.4 Performance Analyses and Cost Evaluation ......................203
4.5.5 Conclusions ..............................................................................206

References ......................................................................................................209

5. Reduced-Parts Active Filters ........................................................................211
5.1 Reduced-Parts Single-Phase and Three-Phase Active Filters ......212
5.2 Reduced-Parts Single-Phase Unified Power Quality 

Conditioners ........................................................................................212
5.2.1 Single-Phase UPQC with Two Full-Bridge Converters ....213

5.2.1.1 Voltage Control ........................................................215
5.2.1.2 Current Control ......................................................217

5.2.2 Single-Phase UPQC with Two Half-Bridge Converters ....218
5.2.3 Single-Phase UPQC with Three Legs ..................................219

5.3 Reduced-Parts Single-Phase Series–Parallel Configurations ........222
5.3.1 Single-Phase Configuration Based on Two Full-Bridge

Bidirectional Converters ........................................................227
5.3.1.1 Bypass Mode ............................................................227

5.3.1.1.1 Voltage Control ....................................228
5.3.1.1.2 Current Control ....................................229

5.3.1.2 Backup Mode ..........................................................229
5.3.2 Single-Phase Configuration Based on Two Half-Bridge

Bidirectional Converters ........................................................230
5.3.3 Single-Phase Configuration Based on the Three-Leg 

Topology ..................................................................................231
5.4 Reduced-Parts Three-Phase Series–Parallel Configurations ........233

5.4.1 Bypass Mode ............................................................................234
5.4.1.1 Voltage Control ........................................................235
5.4.1.2 Current Control ......................................................237

5.4.2 Backup Mode ..........................................................................241
References ......................................................................................................242

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 15



6. Modeling, Analysis, and Digital Control....................................................245
6.1 Systems Modeling Using the Generalized State Space 

Averaging Method ..............................................................................246
6.1.1 Fundamental Equations ........................................................246
6.1.2 Generalized State Space Averaging Method ......................249
6.1.3 Modeling of Single-Phase Active Filter System ................249
6.1.4 Simulation Results ..................................................................251
6.1.5 Other Examples ......................................................................253

6.2 Digital Control ......................................................................................259
6.2.1 Deadbeat Control Technique for a Single-Phase 

Shunt Active Filter ..................................................................260
6.2.2 Deadbeat Control Technique for Series–Parallel 

UPS System ..............................................................................261
6.2.2.1 System Equations ....................................................261
6.2.2.2 Series Converter ......................................................263
6.2.2.3 Parallel Converter ..................................................264
6.2.2.4 Control of a Parallel Converter in 

Backup Mode ............................................................265
6.2.3 Digital Controller Implementation ......................................266
6.2.4 Analysis of Controller ............................................................267

References ......................................................................................................271
Index ................................................................................................................273

RT3035_FM.qxd  8/28/2004  9:53 AM  Page 16



1
Uninterruptible Power 
Supplies

CONTENTS
1.1 Classification ................................................................................................3

1.1.1 Static UPS ..........................................................................................3
1.1.1.1 On-Line UPS ....................................................................4

1.1.1.1.1 Normal Mode of Operation ........................4
1.1.1.1.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ............5
1.1.1.1.3 Bypass Mode of Operation ..........................5

1.1.1.2 Off-Line UPS ....................................................................6
1.1.1.2.1 Normal Mode of Operation ........................7
1.1.1.2.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ............7

1.1.1.3 Line-Interactive UPS ........................................................8
1.1.1.3.1 Normal Mode of Operation ......................10
1.1.1.3.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation ..........11

1.1.2 Rotary UPS ......................................................................................12
1.1.3 Hybrid Static/Rotary UPS ............................................................13

1.2 Batteries for UPS Applications ................................................................14
1.2.1 History ............................................................................................14
1.2.2 Valve-Regulated Lead–Acid Batteries ........................................14
1.2.3 UPS Battery Features ....................................................................15
1.2.4 Problems ..........................................................................................15
1.2.5 Charging Strategies ......................................................................17
1.2.6 Failure Category ............................................................................18
1.2.7 Monitoring ......................................................................................18

1.3 Flywheels for UPS Applications ..............................................................19
1.3.1 Fundamentals ................................................................................19
1.3.2 Classification ..................................................................................22

1.3.2.1 Low-Speed Flywheel Systems ....................................22
1.3.2.2 High-Speed Flywheel Systems ....................................22

1.3.3 UPS Applications of Flywheels ..................................................23
1.4 Comparative Analysis of Flywheels and Electrochemical 

Batteries ........................................................................................................26

1

RT3035_C01.qxd  8/24/2004  5:04 PM  Page 1



1.5 Applications of UPS Systems ....................................................................27
1.5.1 Distributed Approach ..................................................................28
1.5.2 Centralized Approach ..................................................................29

1.6 Parallel Operation ......................................................................................30
1.6.1 Configurations ................................................................................31
1.6.2 Fundamental Principles of Parallel Operation ..........................35
1.6.3 Control Strategies in UPS Parallel Operation ............................36

1.6.3.1 Concentrated Control ....................................................36
1.6.3.2 Master–Slave Control ....................................................36
1.6.3.3 Distributed Control ........................................................37
1.6.3.4 Wireless Independent Control ....................................37

1.7 Performance Evaluation of UPS Systems ..............................................38
1.8 Power Factor Correction in UPS Systems ..............................................39

1.8.1 Passive PFC Techniques ................................................................40
1.8.2 Active PFC Techniques ................................................................40

1.9 Control of UPS Systems ............................................................................43
1.9.1 Single-Voltage Control Loop Strategy ........................................43
1.9.2 Multiple Control Loops ................................................................44

1.9.2.1 Hysteresis Current Control ..........................................45
1.9.2.2 SPWM Current Control ................................................45
1.9.2.3 Predictive Current Control ..........................................46

1.10 Converters for UPS Systems ....................................................................46
1.10.1 Rectifiers ..........................................................................................47

1.10.1.1 Uncontrolled Rectifiers ................................................47
1.10.1.2 Controlled Rectifiers ......................................................48

1.10.2 Inverters ..........................................................................................52
1.10.2.1 Basic Principles of Operation ......................................52
1.10.2.2 Pulse Width-Modulated Switching Scheme ..............53

1.11 Battery Charger/Discharger ......................................................................56
References ..............................................................................................................58

Uninterruptible power supply (UPS) systems provide uninterrupted,
reliable, and high-quality power for vital loads. They, in fact, protect sensi-
tive loads against power outages as well as overvoltage and undervoltage
conditions. UPS systems also suppress line transients and harmonic
disturbances. Applications of UPS systems include medical facilities, life-
support systems, data storage and computer systems, emergency equip-
ment, telecommunications, industrial processing, and on-line management
systems.

Generally, an ideal UPS should be able to deliver uninterrupted power
while simultaneously providing the necessary power conditioning for the
particular power application. Therefore, an ideal UPS should have the
following features [1]:

2 Uninterruptible Power Supplies and Active Filters 
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● Regulated sinusoidal output voltage with low total harmonic dis-
tortion (THD) independent of the changes in the input voltage or
in the load, linear or nonlinear, balanced or unbalanced.

● On-line operation, which means zero switching time from normal
to backup mode and vice versa.

● Low THD sinusoidal input current and unity power factor.
● High reliability.
● Bypass as a redundant source of power in the case of internal

failure.
● High efficiency.
● Low electromagnetic interference (EMI) and acoustic noise.
● Electric isolation of the battery, output, and input.
● Low maintenance.
● Low cost, weight, and size.

The advances in power electronics during the past three decades have
resulted in a great variety of new topologies and control strategies for UPS sys-
tems. The research has been focused mainly on improving performance and
expanding application areas of UPS systems. The issue of reducing the cost of
converters has recently attracted the attention of researchers [2–15]. Reducing
the number of switches provides the most significant cost reduction. Another
form of cost reduction is to replace active switches such as IGBTs, MOSFETs,
and thyristors with diodes. Not only are diodes more reasonable than the con-
trolled switches, but there is also a cost reduction from eliminating gate driv-
ers for active switches and power supplies for gate drivers.

Another way of reducing cost is to develop topologies that employ
switches with lower reverse voltage stresses and lower current ratings,
which means less silicon and smaller switching losses resulting in lower cost
and higher efficiency.

1.1 Classification

UPS systems are classified into three general types: static, rotary, and hybrid
static/rotary. In this section, we explain these three categories of the UPS
systems.

1.1.1 Static UPS

Static UPS systems are the most commonly used UPS systems. They have a
broad variety of applications from low-power personal computers and
telecommunication systems, to medium-power medical systems, and to
high-power utility systems. Their main advantages are high efficiency, high
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reliability, and low THD. The inherent problems related to static UPS sys-
tems are poor performance with nonlinear and unbalanced loads and high
cost for achieving very high reliability. On-line, off-line, and line-interactive
configurations are the main types of the static UPS systems [2, 14, 15].

1.1.1.1 On-Line UPS
On-line UPS systems appeared during the 1970s [14]. They consist of a recti-
fier/charger, a battery set, an inverter, and a static switch (bypass). Other
names for this configuration are inverter-preferred UPS and double-conver-
sion UPS [14, 15]. Figure 1.1 shows the block diagram of a typical on-line UPS.
The rectifier/charger continuously supplies the DC bus with power. Its power
rating is required to meet 100% of the power demanded by the load as well
as the power demanded for charging the battery bank. The batteries are usu-
ally sealed lead–acid type. They are rated in order to supply power during
the backup time, when the AC line is not available. The duration of this time
varies in different applications. The inverter is rated at 100% of the load
power since it must supply the load during the normal mode of operation as
well as during the backup time. It is always on; hence, there is no transfer
time associated with the transition from normal mode to stored energy mode.
This is the main advantage of the on-line UPS systems. The static switch
provides redundancy of the power source in the case of UPS malfunction or
overloading. The AC line and load voltage must be in phase in order to use
the static switch. This can be achieved easily by locked-phase control loop.

There are three operating modes related to this topology: normal mode,
stored energy mode, and bypass mode.

1.1.1.1.1 Normal Mode of Operation

During this mode of operation, the power to the load is continuously sup-
plied via the rectifier/charger and inverter. In fact, a double conversion, that
is, AC/DC and DC/AC, takes place. It allows very good line conditioning.
The AC/DC converter charges the battery set and supplies power to the load
via the inverter. Therefore, it has the highest power rating in this topology,
increasing the cost.
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Block diagram of a typical on-line UPS system.
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1.1.1.1.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation

When the AC input voltage is outside the preset tolerance, the inverter and
battery maintain continuity of power to the load. The duration of this mode
is the duration of the preset UPS backup time or until the AC line returns
within the preset tolerance. When the AC line returns, a phase-locked loop
(PLL) makes the load voltage in phase with the input voltage and after that
the UPS system returns to the normal operating mode.

1.1.1.1.3 Bypass Mode of Operation

The UPS operates in this mode in case of an internal malfunction such as
overcurrent. This mode is also used for fault clearing. It should be men-
tioned that the output frequency should be the same as the AC line fre-
quency in order to ensure the transfer of power. In some cases, there can be
a maintenance bypass as well. A manual switch usually operates it.

The main advantages of on-line UPS are very wide tolerance to the input
voltage variation and very precise regulation of output voltage. In addition,
there is no transfer time during the transition from normal to stored energy
mode. It is also possible to regulate or change the output frequency [14].

The main disadvantages of this topology are low-power factor, high THD
at the input, and low efficiency. The input current is distorted by the rectifier
unless an extra power factor correction (PFC) circuit is added; but, this adds
to the cost of the UPS system [2]. Because of this inherently low input power
factor, the on-line UPS cannot efficiently utilize the utility network and local
installation. The low efficiency is inherent to this topology because of the
double-conversion nature of this UPS. Power flow through the rectifier and
inverter during the normal operation means higher power losses and lower
efficiency compared to off-line and line-interactive UPS systems.

Despite the disadvantages, double-conversion UPS is the most preferred
topology in performance, power conditioning, and load protection. This is
the reason why they have a very broad range of applications from a few kVA
to several MVA. This broad range of applications brings a large diversity of
topologies in on-line UPS systems [3]. Each topology tries to solve different
specific problems and the particular choice depends upon the particular appli-
cation. However, generally, there are two major types of double-conversion
topologies: with a low-frequency transformer isolation and with a high-
frequency transformer isolation. Figure 1.2 shows the block diagram of an on-
line UPS with a low-frequency transformer isolation at the output.

In this configuration, there is an isolating transformer at the output, which
operates at low frequency. This, of course, means a larger transformer.
Therefore, this topology is used only in high-power ratings (�20 kVA),
where the switching frequency is limited to less than 2 kHz. Apart from the
large size of the isolating transformer, the drawback of this topology is high
acoustic noise from the transformer as well as the reactor of the output filter
[3]. This topology also has a poor transient response to the changes in the
load and input voltage.
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By increasing the switching frequency of the inverter above 20 kHz, these
problems are solved, except for the size of the isolating transformer, since it
is independent of the switching frequency. A topology employing a high-
frequency transformer link can significantly reduce the weight and the size
of the transformer [3, 16]. The use of high-frequency pulse width modulation
(PWM) techniques can additionally reduce the size of the output filter.
Figure 1.3 shows the block diagram of an on-line UPS with a high-frequency
transformer isolation between the input and the output.

In contrast with the on-line UPS, which drives the load in the normal oper-
ating mode, off-line UPS provides power for the load in case of power out-
age, overvoltage, and undervoltage situations in the AC line.

1.1.1.2 Off-Line UPS
This configuration is also known as the standby UPS or line-preferred UPS [14,
15]. As shown in Figure 1.4, it consists of an AC/DC converter, a battery bank,
a DC/AC inverter, and a static switch. A filter may be used at the output of the
UPS or inverter to improve the quality of the output voltage. The static switch
is on during the normal mode of operation when the AC line is alive. Therefore,

6 Uninterruptible Power Supplies and Active Filters 

AC/DC
Rectifier/
charger

Battery
 charge/discharge

unit

AC
Line

Battery bank

DC/AC
Inverter

Load

Low-frequency
isolating transformer

− +
FIGURE 1.2
Block diagram of an on-line UPS with a low-frequency transformer isolation at the output.
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the load is supplied with power from the AC line directly without any power
conditioning. The AC/DC converter charges the battery set. It is rated at a
much lower power rating than the rectifier/charger in an on-line UPS since it is
not required to meet the power demand of the load. This, in turn, makes
the off-line UPS systems more reasonable than the on-line UPS systems. The
inverter is rated at 100% of the load’s demand. It is connected in parallel to the
load and stays standby during the normal mode of operation. It is turned on
only when the primary power is out of a given preset tolerance or is not avail-
able at all. During this mode of operation, the power to the load is supplied by
the battery set via the inverter for the duration of the preset backup time or
until the AC line is back again. The duration of the switching time depends on
the starting time of the inverter. The transfer time is usually about ¼ line cycle,
which is enough for most of the applications such as personal computers.

The DC/AC inverter is conventionally off in this mode. Therefore, an off-
line UPS is not usually correcting the power factor. However, in the normal
mode of operation, the DC/AC inverter may be used as an active filter to
reduce the harmonic content of the line current or improve the power factor
of the load. Further modification can also be made to reduce the harmonic
content of the sinking current by the AC/DC converter when charging the
battery. Yet, these increase the complexity of the system.

There are two operating modes for an off-line UPS system: normal mode
and stored-energy mode.

1.1.1.2.1 Normal Mode of Operation

In this mode, the AC line supplies the load via filter/conditioner, which, in
fact, is not always required, but often exists. The filter/conditioner depends
on the requirements of the particular load and the quality of the AC line
power supply. The AC/DC converter charges the battery in this mode in
order to provide backup power for the stored-energy mode of operation.

1.1.1.2.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation

When the AC line is beyond the preset tolerance or is not available, the load
is supplied by the battery set through the inverter for the backup time or until
the AC line is available again. The rating of the AC/DC converter has to
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Block diagram of a typical off-line UPS system.
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meet only the charging requirements of the battery, which contributes to the
lower cost of this UPS.

The main advantages of this topology are a simple design, low cost, and
small size. The line conditioning, when there is such a feature, is passive and
the technique is very robust. On the other hand, lack of real isolation of the
load from the AC line, no output voltage regulation, long switching time,
and poor performance with nonlinear loads are the main disadvantages.

The use of a three-winding transformer, as shown in Figure 1.5, can provide
electric isolation for the off-line UPS. This technique has a high reliability at a
moderate cost. The transformer allows limited power conditioning for the 
output voltage as well. The use of a Ferro-resonant transformer leads to a
heavier UPS with a lower efficiency [15]. The disadvantages of off-line UPS
systems limit their application to less than 2 kVA [3, 14, 15].

1.1.1.3 Line-Interactive UPS
In the 1990s, line-interactive UPS systems were presented [14]. As shown in
Figure 1.6, a line-interactive UPS system consists of a static switch, a series
inductor, a bidirectional converter, and a battery set.

A line-interactive UPS system can operate either as an on-line UPS or as
an off-line UPS. For an off-line line-interactive UPS, the series inductor is not
required. However, most of the line-interactive UPS systems operate on-line
in order to either improve the power factor of the load or regulate the out-
put voltage for the load.
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When the AC line is within the preset tolerance, it feeds the load directly.
The inverter is connected in parallel with the load and charges the battery. It
may also supply the reactive power required to keep the power factor close
to unity or to regulate the output voltage [15, 17–20]. As mentioned, this
power-conditioning function of the inverter is used only in on-line line-inter-
active UPS systems. We use the equivalent circuit for the fundamental fre-
quency of a line-interactive UPS system, as shown in Figure 1.7, to explain
the power-conditioning function of the inverter.

The amplitude of Vi is determined by the battery voltage and the modula-
tion index m of the PWM converter. Hence, it can be adjusted independent of
the AC line voltage. The shift angle δ, between V1 and Vi, can be varied as well.

We assume that the AC line voltage V1 is 100% of its nominal, and the out-
put voltage Vi is 100% of its nominal as well. The shift angle δ is determined
by the real power demanded by the load.

P � {(Vi V1) sin δ }/jωL (1.1)

The series inductor voltage drop is designed to be small under normal
rated conditions — usually δ ≅ 15°. Hence, the power factor is very close to
unity under these conditions: cosϕ � cos (δ/2). The phasor diagram for this
case is shown in Figure 1.8.

By assuming a pure resistive load, the inverter supplies only the reactive
power necessary to compensate the reactive voltage drop across the series
inductor. When the load has a reactive part, the inverter will compensate it
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as well. In fact, current drown from the AC line is always sinusoidal and
kept in phase with the AC line voltage.

The principle of the output voltage regulation can be easily understood
with the help of the phasor diagrams in Figure 1.9. The inverter supplies
reactive power for undervoltage and consumes reactive power for overvolt-
age situations. Since it is desirable to draw only reactive power from the
inverter, it is obvious that the power factor deteriorates when a voltage reg-
ulation is implemented. When the AC line is not available or is beyond the
preset tolerance, the inverter supplies the load with energy from the battery
set. As a result, it is rated to meet 100% of the power demanded by the load
and the power demanded for charging the battery set. The static switch is
turned off to prevent back feed to the AC line.

There are two operating modes for a line-interactive UPS: normal and
stored-energy.

1.1.1.3.1 Normal Mode of Operation

The power flow during this mode is from the AC line to the load. The bidi-
rectional converter plays the role of a charger for the battery set. It can also
keep the output voltage relatively stabilized and sinusoidal or improve
the power factor of the load with a proper PWM control. The current
taken from the AC line is mainly the current for the load. In fact, no addi-
tional harmonics are injected from the UPS into the AC line. This is an
important advantage compared to the conventional on-line double-
conversion UPS.

In order to enable better regulation for the output voltage during this
mode, a bulk constant voltage transformer can be added to the output; how-
ever, it is heavy, large, and expensive [19].
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1.1.1.3.2 Stored-Energy Mode of Operation

In this mode, the bidirectional converter operates as an inverter and supplies
the load with power from the battery set. The static switch disconnects the
AC line in order to prevent back feed from the inverter. The duration of this
mode is the duration of the preset backup time or until the AC line returns
within the tolerance.

The main advantages of the line-interactive UPS systems are a simple
design and, as a result, high reliability and lower cost compared to the on-
line UPS systems. They also have good harmonic suppression for the input
current. Since this is, in fact, a single-stage conversion topology, the effi-
ciency is higher than that of the double-conversion UPS.

Its main disadvantage is the lack of effective isolation of the load from the
AC line. The use of a transformer in the output can eliminate this; but, it will
add to the cost, size, and weight of the UPS system. Furthermore, the output
voltage conditioning is not good because the inverter is not connected in
series with the load. In addition, since the AC line supplies the load directly
during the normal mode of operation, there is no possibility for regulation
of the output frequency.

The new series–parallel line-interactive topology, called delta-conversion
UPS, can simultaneously achieve both unity power factor and precise regu-
lation of the output voltage, which is not possible with a conventional line-
interactive UPS. Its configuration is shown in Figure 1.10. It consists of two
bidirectional converters connected to a common battery set, static switch,
and a series transformer. The series bidirectional converter is rated at 20% of
the output power of the UPS and it is connected via a transformer in series
with the AC line. The second bidirectional converter is the usual inverter for
a line-interactive UPS connected in parallel to the load and rated at 100% of
the output power. The parallel converter keeps output voltage stable and
precisely regulated by PWM control. The series converter compensates any
differences between output and input voltages. It also controls the input
power factor to unity and, at the same time, controls the charging of the bat-
tery. When the AC line is within the preset tolerance, most of the power is

Uninterruptible Power Supplies 11

Series
 bidirectional

converter

Battery bank

Series transformer
Static
switch

AC
Line

Load

DC-Link Parallel
 bidirectional

converter

−+

FIGURE 1.10
Block diagram of a typical series–parallel line-interactive (delta-conversion) UPS.
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supplied directly from the AC line to the load. Only a small part of the total
power, usually up to 15%, flows through the series and parallel converters.
This power is needed to compensate for any differences between the input
and the output voltages and to make the input power factor unity. Since an
important portion of the power (about 85%) flows without any conversion
from the AC line to the load, the efficiency of this UPS is relatively high.
Therefore, the delta-conversion UPS is used in high-power rating
applications, where the efficiency is a key factor. However, the complicated
control of this topology limits its applications. Another disadvantage is the
lack of electrical isolation of the load from the AC line.

1.1.2 Rotary UPS

A typical rotary UPS is shown in Figure 1.11. It consists of an AC motor, a DC
machine, an AC generator, and a battery bank. Electric machines are
mechanically coupled. There are two operating modes: normal and stored
energy. During the normal mode of operation, the AC line supplies the AC
motor, which drives the DC machine. The DC machine drives the AC gener-
ator, which supplies the load. During the stored energy mode of operation,
the battery bank supplies the DC machine, which in turn drives the AC gen-
erator. The AC generator supplies the load.

The rotary UPS systems are more reliable than the static UPS systems.
However, they require more maintenance and have a much larger size and
weight. But, they have many advantages making them desirable in high-
power applications. One of the advantages of the rotary UPS systems is that
the transient overload capability is 300 to 600% of the full load for rapid fault
clearing. The transient overload capability for the static UPS systems is typ-
ically 150% for a short term. The performance of the rotary UPS systems with
nonlinear loads is good because of the low output impedance. The input cur-
rent THD is very low, typically 3% or less. The electromagnetic interference
(EMI) is also low. The efficiency is usually 85% or higher [21, 22].
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Block diagram of a typical rotary UPS system.
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1.1.3 Hybrid Static/Rotary UPS

Hybrid static/rotary UPS systems combine the main features of both static
and rotary UPS systems. They have low output impedance, high reliability,
excellent frequency stability, and low maintenance cost. These are because of
the missing mechanical commutator [21, 22]. In Figure 1.12, a typical hybrid
static/rotary UPS is depicted. It consists of a bidirectional AC/DC converter,
an AC motor, an AC generator, a battery bank, and a static switch.

During the normal mode of operation, the AC motor is fed from the AC
line and drives the generator. The AC generator supplies the load. The bidi-
rectional converter, which behaves as a rectifier, charges the battery.

During the stored-energy mode of operation, the inverter supplies the AC
generator from the battery set through the AC motor. In fact, the bidirec-
tional converter, which behaves as an inverter, drives the AC motor. The AC
motor drives the generator supplying the load. When an internal malfunc-
tion in the UPS system occurs, the static switch (bypass) is turned on and the
load is supplied directly from the AC line. However, since the AC line and
output voltage are not synchronized, the transition is not transient-free.

The AC generator is started on utility power to avoid starting current over-
loads allowing the inverter to be rated for the normal operation. After the AC
generator is on, the AC line is disconnected and the supply to the AC genera-
tor is given by the inverter. It is relatively easy because of the large inertia of
the AC generator. This configuration has the advantage that the transfer from
the AC line to the inverter takes place under controlled conditions instead of
under fault conditions when different undesired conditions can influence the
transfer. Another good point is that the inverter is always on, allowing no
transfer time for switching to the stored-energy mode of operation [21].

The main advantages of this UPS over the static UPS include low output
impedance, low THD with nonlinear loads, higher reliability, and better iso-
lation. Hybrid UPS systems are usually used in very high-power applica-
tions, that is, several hundreds kVA.
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Block diagram of a typical hybrid static/rotary UPS.
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