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About the Editors

H. PAT GOETERS was born in Houston, Texas, and at age 11 moved with his family to South
Bend, Indiana and a year later to New Haven, Connecticut, following his father’s academic career.
In 1980, Pat finished his undergraduate studies in mathematics and computer science at Southern
Connecticut State University in New Haven, and went to University of Connecticut to pursue a
Ph.D. which was completed in 1984 under the supervision of William J. Wickless. After spending
one year in a post-doctoral position in Middletown under the tutelage of James D. Reid, Goeters
was invited for a tenure track position in Auburn by Ulrich F. Albrecht. Soon after, William Ullery
and Overtoun Jenda were hired, and so began a lively algebra group.

OVERTOUN M. G. JENDA was born in Malawi and graduated from Chancellor College, University
of Malawi with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics. Upon graduation, he worked at Chancellor
College as an associate lecturer for a year before moving to the U.S. in 1977 for his graduate studies
at University of Kentucky. He obtained his Ph.D. in 1981 under the supervision of Professor Edgar
Enochs. He then moved back to Chancellor College where he was a lecturer (assistant professor) for
three years. In 1984, he moved to University of Botswana for another three year stint as a lecturer
before moving back to University of Kentucky as a visiting assistant professor in 1987. In 1988, he
joined a lively algebra research group at Auburn University. In addition to traveling within the U.S.,
he has been to Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Iran, Japan, Russia, South Korea, Spain, and
several countries in southern Africa visiting mathematics departments and attending conferences.
As a result, he has made long-lasting friends from all over the world that have had a great impact
on his mathematics career. Overtoun Jenda is married to Claudine and has two children, Emily and
Overtoun, Jr.
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Preface

On the occasion of Edgar Earle Enochs’ 72nd birthday, many top researchers in algebra gathered at
Auburn University on September 9-11, 2004 to honor Ed, exchange ideas, and renew friendships.
This book is a collection of refereed papers by the researchers involved in the talks as well as those
who were not able to make it to the conference, and represents most of the current research topics
in abelian groups, commutative algebra, commutative rings, group theory, homological algebra, lie
algebras, and module theory.

We are excited that many of the veteran researchers in algebra took time from their busy schedules
to honor Professor Enochs, and present us with their latest research ideas. The book gives the reader
access to the current ideas and techniques of leading researchers. We must add that, according to
the master of first order, Laszlo Fuchs, the conference was one of the most comfortable he has ever
attended; we concur and attribute this to the participants; their devotion to algebra is evident in the
articles submitted.

A rarity compared to some proceeding volumes is that due to Edgar Enochs’ venerable contribu-
tions to a wide range of topics in algebra, we have in this volume a large collection of high-quality
papers, as attested by referees’ reports, from many high-level algebraists discussing today’s hot re-
search topics. Though steeped in veteran techniques, articles in this volume involve topics that are
accessible to the beginning mathematician. Also, in many articles, suggestions of problems and
programs for future study are made - it is always nice when one can improve on a master’s result
(or perhaps knock oneself out trying).

This collection of papers is therefore an excellent addition to the literature and will serve as an
invaluable handbook for beginning researchers in algebra as well as specialists. This book is indeed
a superb way of honoring a legend in algebra, Edgar Enochs.
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