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Preface

This dictionary contains the most frequently used words in English and provides the
basic vocabulary needed for everyday communication by anyone starting to learn the
language. It is especially useful for elementary and pre-intermediate students of all
ages and would be suitable for those working towards an elementary level English
examination such as KET or PET.
Each word is individually defined, and no words, not even adverbs, are given with-
out a definition. Examples are included for many words to provide patterns for the
user’s own production of English sentences.
Each word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, has its own easy-to-find
main entry in bold type. Each word has a pronunciation in the International
Phonetic Alphabet. Common phrases and idioms associated with the main term are
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry.
The meanings of the main common senses of each word are given clearly and sim-
ply, using a limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped
together by their part of speech.
Extra help is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include warnings
about words which can confused with each other, unusual inflected forms and
regularly collocating prepositions. The major differences in US and British
spelling are noted.
A useful companion to this dictionary is Easier English Basic Synonyms which
compares and contrasts words with similar meanings, showing the similarities and
differences in usage.



Symbols
� before a new part of speech
� before examples
� before a phrase or collocation
� before an idiom
� a definition of the word will be found at the place indicated
� extra information will be found at the place indicated

Pronunciation
The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.
Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark ( � ) and a secondary stress
mark ( � ). Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes
according to its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants
� back b buck
ɑ� harm d dead
ɒ stop ð other
a type d� jump
aυ how f fare
aə hire � gold
aυə hour h head
ɔ� course j yellow
ɔ annoy k cab
e head l leave
eə fair m mix
e make n nil
eυ go ŋ sing
�� word p print
i� keep r rest
i happy s save
ə about ʃ shop
 fit t take
ə near tʃ change
u annual θ theft
u� pool v value
υ book w work
υə tour x loch
' shut � measure

z zone



A
a

a1 /e/, A noun the first letter of the alpha-
bet, followed by B � Do you mean ‘de-
pendant’ spelt with an ‘a’ or ‘depend-
ent’ with an ‘e’? � from A to Z com-
pletely, all the way through

a

a2 /ə, e/, an /ən, �n/ article 1. one � an
enormous hole � a useful guidebook �
She’s bought a new car. � I want a cup
of tea. � We had to wait an hour for the
bus. (NOTE: an is used before words
beginning with a, e, i, o, u and with h if
the h is not pronounced: an apple or
an hour. a is used before words begin-
ning with all other letters and also be-
fore u where u is pronounced /ju
/ : a
useful guidebook) 2. for each or to each
� Apples cost £1.50 a kilo. � The car
was travelling at 50 kilometres an hour.
� He earns £100 a day.

abandon

abandon /ə��b�ndən/ verb 1. to leave
someone or something in an unkind way
� The dog had been abandoned by its
owner. 2. to give up or stop doing some-
thing � The company has decided to
abandon the project. � We abandoned
the idea of setting up a London office.

abbreviation

abbreviation /ə��bri
vi��eʃ(ə)n/ noun a
short form of a word

ability

ability /ə��blti/ noun 1. a natural tenden-
cy to do something well � I admire his
ability to stay calm in difficult situa-
tions. � We can develop their natural
abilities. (NOTE: The plural is abilities.)
� I’ll do it to the best of my ability I’ll
do it as well as I can 2. the fact of being
clever � suitable for different levels of
ability (NOTE: no plural)

able

able /�eb(ə)l/ adjective 1. � to be able to
do something to be capable of some-
thing or have the chance to do some-
thing � They weren’t able to find the
house. � Will you be able to come to the
meeting? 2. good at doing something, or
good at doing many things � She’s a

very able manager. � There are special
activities for able children.

about

about /ə��baυt/ preposition 1. referring to
something � He told me all about his
operation. � What do you want to speak
to the doctor about? 2. � to be about to
do something to be going to do some-
thing very soon � We were about to go
home when you arrived. 3. not exactly �
I’ve been waiting for about four hours.
� She’s only about fifteen years old. �

how about? 1. what do you think
about? � We can’t find a new chairper-
son for the club – What about Sarah? 2.
would you like a cup of tea? � while
you’re about it at the same time as the
thing you are doing � While you’re
about it, can you post this letter?

above

above /ə��b�v/ preposition 1. higher than
� The plane was flying above the
clouds. � The temperature in the street
was above 30 degrees. � At prices
above £20, nobody will buy it. 2. older
than � If you are above 18, you have to
pay the full fare. 3. louder than � I
couldn’t hear the telephone above the
noise of the drills.

abroad

abroad /ə��brɔ
d/ adverb in or to another
country � They’ve gone abroad on holi-
day. � I lived abroad for three years.

absence

absence /��bsəns/ noun the fact of be-
ing away from a place � She did not ex-
plain her absence from the meeting. �
The former president was sentenced in
his absence. � in the absence of be-
cause someone or something is not there
� In the absence of the chairman, his
deputy took over. � In the absence of
any official support, we had to raise our
own funds.

absent

absent /��bsənt/ adjective not there �
Ten of the staff are absent with flu.

absolute

absolute /��bsəlu
t/ adjective com-
plete or total
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absolutely 2 accompany
absolutely

absolutely adverb 1. /��bsəlu
tli/ com-
pletely � I am absolutely sure I left the
keys in my coat pocket. 2. /��bsə��lu
tli/
yes, of course � Did you build it your-
self? – Absolutely!

absorb

absorb /əb��zɔ
b/ verb 1. to take in
something such as a liquid � The water
should be absorbed by the paper. � Salt
absorbs moisture from the air. 2. to re-
duce a shock � The car’s springs are
supposed to absorb any shock from the
road surface.

absurd

absurd /əb��s�
d/ adjective completely
unreasonable or impossible to believe �
It’s absurd to expect you will win the lot-
tery if you only buy one ticket.

abuse

abuse1 /ə��bju
s/ noun 1. rude words �
The people being arrested shouted
abuse at the police. 2. very bad treat-
ment � the sexual abuse of children �
She suffered physical abuse in prison.
(NOTE: [all senses] no plural)

abuse

abuse2 /ə��bju
z/ verb 1. to treat some-
one very badly, usually physically or
sexually � She had been abused as a
child. 2. to make the wrong use of some-
thing � He abused his position as fi-
nance director. 3. to say rude things
about someone � The crowd noisily
abused the group of politicians as they
entered the building.

academic

academic /��kə��demk/ adjective 1. re-
lating to study at a university � Mem-
bers of the academic staff received a let-
ter from the principal. 2. only in theory,
not in practice � It is only of academic
interest. � noun a university teacher �
All her friends are academics.

accelerate

accelerate /ək��seləret/ verb to go fast-
er � Don’t accelerate when you get to
traffic lights.

accent

accent /��ksənt/ noun 1. a particular
way of pronouncing something � He
speaks with an American accent. 2. the
stronger or louder part of a word or sen-
tence � In the word ‘letter’ the accent is
on the first syllable. 3. a mark over a let-
ter showing a particular way of pro-
nouncing it � Café has an accent on the
‘e’.

accept

accept /ək��sept/ verb 1. to take and keep
a present � We hope you will accept this

little gift. 2. to say ‘yes’ or to agree to
something � She accepted the offer of a
job in Australia. � I invited her to come
with us and she accepted. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with except.)

acceptableacceptable /ək��septəb(ə)l/ adjective
good enough to be accepted, although
not particularly good � Fighting in the
street is not acceptable behaviour. �
Smoking is becoming less socially ac-
ceptable. � A small gift of flowers would
be very acceptable. � The offer is not
acceptable to the vendor.

accessaccess /��kses/ noun a way of reaching
a place � The concert hall has access
for wheelchairs. � At present there is no
access to the site. � to have access to
something to be able to reach a place,
meet a person, or obtain something �
I’ll have access to the studio day and
night. � The company has access to
substantial funds. � verb to get infor-
mation from a computer � She tried to
access the address list.

accidentaccident /��ksd(ə)nt/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant thing which happens and caus-
es damage or injury � He lost his leg in
an accident at work. � She was involved
in a car accident and had to go to hos-
pital. 2. something that happens unex-
pectedly � Their third baby was an ac-
cident. � by accident without being
planned or expected � He found the
missing papers by accident.

accidentalaccidental /��ks��dent(ə)l/ adjective
happening without being planned or ex-
pected � an accidental meeting � acci-
dental damage � His death was not ac-
cidental.

accidentallyaccidentally /��ks��dent(ə)li/ adverb
without being planned or expected

accommodationaccommodation /ə��kɒmə��deʃ(ə)n/
noun a place to live or somewhere to
stay for a short time � Are you still look-
ing for accommodation? � Visitors have
difficulty in finding hotel accommoda-
tion during the summer. (NOTE: In Brit-
ish English, accommodation has no
plural.)

accompanyaccompany /ə��k�mp(ə)ni/ verb 1. to
go with someone or something � She
accompanied me to the door. 2. to play
a musical instrument while someone
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accomplish 3 action

else plays another instrument or sings �
She sang and was accompanied on the
piano by her father. (NOTE: accompa-
nied by someone or something)

accomplish

accomplish /ə��k�mplʃ/ verb to do
something successfully � You won’t ac-
complish anything by arguing.

according to

according to /ə��kɔ
dŋ tu
/ preposi-
tion 1. as someone says or writes � The
washing machine was installed accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s instructions.
� According to the police, the car was
going too fast. 2. in agreement with
rules or a system � Everything went ac-
cording to plan or schedule. 3. in rela-
tion to � The teachers have separated
the children into classes according to
their ages.

account

account /ə��kaυnt/ noun 1. same as
bank account 2. � I was worried on
her account I was afraid something
might happen to her � on account of
because of, due to � The trains are late
on account of the fog. � We don’t use the
car much on account of the price of pet-
rol. � take something into account
to consider something � We have to take
the weather into account. � on no ac-
count not at all

accurate

accurate /��kjυrət/ adjective correct in
all details � Are the figures accurate? �
We asked them to make an accurate
copy of the plan.

accurately

accurately /��kjυrətli/ adverb correct-
ly � The weather forecast accurately
predicted the storm.

accuse

accuse /ə��kju
z/ verb to say that some-
one has done something wrong � The
police accused her of stealing the mon-
ey. (NOTE: You accuse someone of a
crime or of doing something.)

achieve

achieve /ə��tʃi
v/ verb to succeed in do-
ing something after trying very hard �
Have you achieved all your aims? � The
company has achieved great success in
the USA.

achievement

achievement /ə��tʃi
vmənt/ noun
something which has been done suc-
cessfully � She is very modest about her
achievements. � Coming sixth was a
great achievement, since he had never
entered the competition before.

acid

acid /��sd/ noun a chemical substance
that is able to dissolve metals

acknowledge

acknowledge /ək��nɒld"/ verb 1. to
say that something has been received �
She didn’t acknowledge receiving my
letter. 2. to accept that something is true
� She acknowledged that she had seen
me there.

acknowledgement

acknowledgement /ək��nɒld"mənt/
noun a letter or note sent to say that
something has been received

acorn

acorn /�ekɔ
n/ noun the fruit of an oak
tree

acquaintance

acquaintance /ə��kwentəns/ noun a
person you know slightly � She has
many acquaintances in the travel indus-
try but no real friends.

acquire

acquire /ə��kwaə/ verb to become the
owner of something � She has acquired
a large collection of old books.

across

across /ə��krɒs/ preposition 1. from one
side to the other � Don’t run across the
road without looking to see if there is
any traffic coming. 2. on the other side
of � He saw her across the street. � ad-
verb from one side to the other � The
river is only twenty feet across. � The
stream is very narrow – you can easily
jump across.

act

act /�kt/ noun 1. something which is
done � He thanked her for the many
acts of kindness she had shown him over
the years. 2. a part of a play or show �
Act 2 of the play takes place in the gar-
den. 3. a short performance � The show
includes acts by several young singers.
4. a law passed by Parliament � an act
to ban the sale of weapons � verb 1. to
do something � You will have to act
quickly if you want to stop the fire. � She
acted in a very responsible way. � to act
as someone or something to do the
work of someone or something � The
thick curtain acts as a screen to cut out
noise from the street. 2. to behave in a
particular way � She’s been acting very
strangely. � to get your act together
to organise yourself properly � If they
don’t get their act together, they’ll miss
their train.

action

action /��kʃən/ noun 1. the fact of doing
something � We recommend swift ac-
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tion to prevent the problem spreading. �
What action are you going to take to
prevent accidents? � out of action not
working � The car has been out of ac-
tion for a week. 2. something that is
done � They’ve shown their commit-
ment by their actions. 3. a movement �
Avoid sudden actions that could alarm
the animals. 4. the things that happen in
a performance such as a play or film �
The action of the play takes place in a
flat in London. 5. a case in a law court
where someone tries to get money from
someone else � to bring an action for
damages against someone

active

active /��ktv/ adjective 1. involved in
an activity or activities, especially in an
energetic way � He didn’t play an ac-
tive part in the attack on the police sta-
tion. � My grandmother is still very ac-
tive at the age of 88. 2. (of a volcano)
exploding or likely to explode � Scien-
tists think the volcano is no longer ac-
tive. 3. the form of a verb which shows
that the subject is doing something
(NOTE: If you say ‘the car hit him’ the
verb is active, but in ‘he was hit by the
car’ it is passive.)

activity

activity /�k��tvti/ noun 1. the act or
fact of being active 2. something that
someone does to pass time pleasantly �
Children are offered various holiday ac-
tivities – sailing, windsurfing and wa-
ter-skiing. (NOTE: The plural in this
sense is activities.)

actor

actor /��ktə/ noun a person who acts in
the theatre, in films or on TV

actress

actress /��ktrəs/ noun a woman who
acts in the theatre, in films or on TV
(NOTE: Many women prefer to call
themselves actors rather than actress-
es.)

actual

actual /��ktʃuəl/ adjective real � It
looks quite small but the actual height is
5 metres. � Her actual words were much
stronger.

actually

actually /��ktʃuəli/ adverb really � It
looks quite small, but actually it is over
5 metres high. � He said he was ill, but
actually he wanted to go to the football
match.

adad /�d/ noun an advertisement (informal )
� If you want to sell your car quickly,
put an ad in the paper.

adaptadapt /ə��d�pt/ verb 1. to change some-
thing to be suitable for a new situation �
She adapted the story for TV. � The car
has been adapted for disabled drivers.
2. to change your behaviour to fit into a
new situation � We’ll all have to learn
to adapt to the new system.

adaptable

adaptable /ə��d�ptəb(ə)l/ adjective
able to change or be changed easily to
deal with new situations or uses

addadd /�d/ verb 1. to make a total of num-
bers � If you add all these numbers to-
gether it should make fifty. (NOTE: Add-
ing is usually shown by the sign + : 10
+ 4 = 14.) 2. to join one thing to another
� Interest is added to the account
monthly. � Add two cupfuls of sugar. �
Put a teabag into the pot and add boil-
ing water. � By building the annexe,
they have added thirty rooms to the ho-
tel. 3. to say or to write something more
� I have nothing to add to what I put in
my letter. � She added that we still owed
her some money for work she did last
month.
add up phrasal verb to make a total �
the figures do not add up the total is
not correct

additionaddition /ə��dʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. someone or
something added to something else �
the latest addition to the family � He
showed us the additions to his collection
of paintings. 2. the act of adding figures
to make a total � You don’t need a cal-
culator to do a simple addition. � in ad-
dition to as well as � There are twelve
registered letters to be sent in addition
to this parcel. � in addition as well �

in addition to as well as � There are
twelve registered letters to be sent in ad-
dition to this parcel.

additionaladditional /ə��dʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective in-
cluded as well as what there is already

addressaddress /ə��dres/ noun 1. a set of details
of the number of a house, the name of a
street and the town where someone lives
or works � What is the doctor’s ad-
dress? � Our address is: 1 Cambridge
Road, Teddington, Middlesex. 2. the set
of letters, symbols and numbers that

Basic.fm  Page 4  Friday, January 16, 2004  3:10 PM



address book 5 advantage

identify someone’s email account �
verb 1. to write details such as some-
one’s name, street and town on a letter
or parcel � That letter is addressed to
me – don’t open it! 2. to speak or write
to someone � Please address your ques-
tions to the information office. � Teach-
ers are not normally addressed as ‘Sir’
here. 3. to make a formal speech to a
group � The chairman addressed the
meeting.

address book

address book /ə��dres bυk/ noun a
notebook or computer file in which you
can record people’s names, home ad-
dresses, telephone numbers and email
addresses

adequate

adequate /��dkwət/ adjective 1.
enough for a purpose � We don’t have
adequate supplies for the whole journey.
� His salary alone is barely adequate.
2. only just satisfactory

adhesive

adhesive /əd��hi
sv/ adjective able to
stick to things � noun a substance
which sticks things together

adjacent

adjacent /ə��d"es(ə)nt/ adjective very
close to or almost touching something �
My office is in an adjacent building.

adjective

adjective /��d"ktv/ noun a word
which describes a noun � In the phrase
‘a big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’
are both adjectives.

adjust

adjust /ə��d"�st/ verb to make a slight
change to something � I need to adjust
this belt a bit. � to adjust to something
to become used to something � How are
you adjusting to being a parent?

admiration

admiration /��dmə��reʃ(ə)n/ noun re-
spect for someone or something

admire

admire /əd��maə/ verb to consider
someone or something with approval �
He was admired for his skill as a violin-
ist. � We admired the view from the bal-
cony.

admission

admission /əd��mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
or fact of being allowed to go in to a
place � Admission to the exhibition is
free on Sundays. � My friend was re-
fused admission to the restaurant be-
cause he was not wearing a tie. � no ad-
mission no one can enter 2. a statement
saying that something bad is true � Her

admission that she had taken the money
led to her arrest.

admission fee

admission fee /əd��mʃ(ə)n fi
/ noun
an amount of money paid to go into a
place such as a museum

admit

admit /əd��mt/ verb to allow someone to
go in to a place � Children are admitted
free, but adults have to pay. � This ticket
admits three people. (NOTE: admits –
admitting – admitted) � to admit (to)
doing something to say that you have
done something wrong � They admitted
stealing the car.

adopt

adopt /ə��dɒpt/ verb 1. to take someone
legally as a son or daughter � They have
adopted a little boy. 2. to decide to start
using something � The book has been
adopted for use in all English classes. �
We need to adopt a more flexible ap-
proach.

adore

adore /ə��dɔ
/ verb to like someone or
something very much

adult

adult /��d�lt/ noun a fully-grown person
� adjective 1. fully grown � an adult ti-
ger 2. relating to a mature person or
people � adult fiction

advance

advance /əd��vɑ
ns/ verb to move for-
ward � The police slowly advanced
across the square. � noun 1. a move-
ment forwards � The police have made
some advances in their fight against
crime. � The team made an advance
into their opponents’ half. 2. money
paid as a loan or as a part of a payment
to be made later � adjective done before
something happens � She made an ad-
vance payment of £3000. � in advance
earlier than the time something happens
� You must phone in advance to make
an appointment. � They asked us to pay
£200 in advance.

advanced

advanced /əd��vɑ
nst/ adjective which
is studied at a higher level � He’s stud-
ying advanced mathematics. � She’s
studying for an advanced degree.

advantage

advantage /əd��vɑ
ntd"/ noun some-
thing which will help you to be success-
ful � Being able to drive a car is an ad-
vantage. � Knowledge of two foreign
languages is an advantage in this job. �
She has several advantages over the
other job candidates. � to take advan-

Basic.fm  Page 5  Friday, January 16, 2004  3:10 PM



adventure 6 afraid

tage of something to profit from
something � They took advantage of the
cheap fares on offer. � to take advan-
tage of someone to get something un-
fairly from someone � to (good or
best) advantage in a way that helps
someone or something appear especial-
ly good � She used her knowledge of
Italian to good advantage.

adventure

adventure /əd��ventʃə/ noun a new, ex-
citing and dangerous experience � I
must tell you about our adventures in
the desert.

adverb

adverb /��dv�
b/ noun a word which
applies to a verb, an adjective, another
adverb or a whole sentence � In the sen-
tence ‘He walked slowly, because the
snow was very thick.’ both ‘slowly’ and
‘very’ are adverbs.

adverse

adverse /��dv�
s/ adjective (of condi-
tions) unpleasant and unwanted � an
adverse reaction � adverse effects

advert

advert /��dv�
t/ noun same as adver-
tisement

advertise

advertise /��dvətaz/ verb to make
sure that people know that something is
for sale, or that something is going to
happen � The company is advertising
for secretaries. � Did you see that the
restaurant is advertising cheap meals
on Sundays? � I saw this watch adver-
tised in the paper.

advertisement

advertisement /əd��v�
tsmənt/ noun
an announcement which tries to make
sure that people know that something is
for sale, or that something is going to
happen

advertising

advertising /��dvətazŋ/ noun the act
of making sure that people know that
something is for sale, or that something
is going to happen � The company has
increased the amount of money it spends
on advertising. � They spent millions on
the advertising campaign.

advice

advice /əd��vas/ noun an opinion that
someone gives you about what you
should do � He went to the bank manag-
er for advice on how to pay his debts. �
They would not listen to the doctor’s ad-
vice. � My grandfather gave me a very
useful piece of advice. � His mother’s
advice was to stay in bed. (NOTE: no plu-

ral: use some advice or, for one item, a
piece of advice)

advise

advise /əd��vaz/ verb 1. to suggest to
someone what they should do � He ad-
vised her to save some of the money. 2.
to tell someone officially that something
has happened (formal) � They advised
us that the sale of the house had been
completed.

adviser

adviser /əd��vazə/, advisor noun some-
one who helps people to make decisions
about what to do

aerial

aerial /�eəriəl/ noun a piece of equipment
for receiving radio or TV signals

aeroplane

aeroplane /�eərəplen/ noun a vehicle
which flies in the air, carrying passen-
gers or goods

affair

affair /ə��feə/ noun 1. something which is
relevant to one person or group of peo-
ple only � That’s his affair – it’s nothing
to do with me. � It’s an affair for the po-
lice. � His business affairs were very
complicated. 2. a sexual relationship
with someone who is not your husband
or wife � He’s having an affair with his
boss’s wife. 3. an event � The party is
just a family affair. 4. an event or situa-
tion that shocks people � The whole
sorry affair was on the front page of the
newspapers for days. � plural noun af-
fairs situations or activities relating to
public or private life

affect

affect /ə��fekt/ verb to have an influence
on someone or something � The new
regulations have affected our business.
� Train services have been seriously af-
fected by the strike.

affection

affection /ə��fekʃən/ noun a feeling of
liking someone, especially a friend �
She always spoke of him with great af-
fection.

afford

afford /ə��fɔ
d/ verb to have enough mon-
ey to pay for something � How will you
afford such an expensive holiday? � be
unable to afford, can’t afford to be un-
able to accept something because it
might cause you a problem � I can’t af-
ford a delay of more than three weeks.

afraid

afraid /ə��fred/ adjective 1. frightened of
something or someone � I am afraid of
snakes. � He is too afraid to climb the
ladder. 2. � to be afraid (that) to be
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sorry to say � I’m afraid that all the
cakes have been sold. � You can’t see
the boss – I’m afraid he’s ill. � Have
you got a pocket calculator? – No, I’m
afraid not.

after

after /�ɑ
ftə/ preposition 1. following or
next in order to � If today is Tuesday,
the day after tomorrow is Thursday. �
They spoke one after the other. � What’s
the letter after Q in the alphabet? � af-
ter you you go first 2. later than � We
arrived after six o’clock. � We don’t let
the children go out alone after dark. �
conjunction later than a time � After the
snow fell, the motorways were blocked.
� Phone me after you get home. (NOTE:
after is used with many phrasal verbs:
to look after, to take after, etc.) � af-
ter all 1. in spite of everything � Every-
thing was all right after all. 2. the fact is
� He should be OK; after all, he is
eighteen now.

afternoon

afternoon /�ɑ
ftə��nu
n/ noun the time
between midday and the evening � He
always has a little sleep in the after-
noon. � There is an afternoon flight to
Paris. � Can we meet tomorrow after-
noon?

afterwards

afterwards /�ɑ
ftəwədz/ adverb later �
We’ll have lunch first and go shopping
afterwards.

again

again /ə��'en/ adverb 1. another time �
He had to take his driving test again. �
again and again several times, usually
in a firm or determined way � The po-
lice officer asked the same question
again and again. 2. back as you were
before � Although I like going on holi-
day, I’m always glad to be home again.

against

against /ə��'enst/ preposition 1. so as to
touch � He was leaning against the
wall. � She hit her head against the low
doorway. 2. in opposition to � England
is playing against South Africa tomor-
row. � It’s hard cycling uphill against
the wind. � They went against his ad-
vice.

age

age /ed"/ noun the number of years
which you have lived � She is thirty
years of age. � He looks younger than
his age. � plural noun ages a very long
time (informal) � I’ve been waiting here
for ages. � It took us ages to get served.

aged

aged1 /ed"d/ adjective with the age of �
a girl aged nine � She died last year,
aged 83.

aged

aged2 /�ed"d/ adjective very old � an
aged man

agency

agency /�ed"ənsi/ noun an office which
represents another firm � an advertising
agency

agenda

agenda /ə��d"endə/ noun a list of points
for discussion � what’s on the agenda?
what are we going to discuss? � a set of
things that someone plans to do � top of
your agenda what someone wants most
� A holiday is top of my agenda at
present.

agent

agent /�ed"ənt/ noun a person who
works for or represents someone else �
Our head office is in London but we
have an agent in Paris.

aggression

aggression /ə��'reʃ(ə)n/ noun a feeling
of anger against someone that is ex-
pressed, especially in physical force �
an act of aggression an attack on some-
one

aggressive

aggressive /ə��'resv/ adjective ready
to attack someone

aggressively

aggressively /ə��'resvli/ adverb as if
wanting to attack someone

ago

ago /ə��'əυ/ adverb in the past � He
phoned a few minutes ago. � This all
happened a long time ago. (NOTE: ago
always follows a word referring to
time.)

agree

agree /ə��'ri
/ verb 1. to say yes or give
permission � After some discussion he
agreed to our plan. (NOTE: You agree to
or on a plan.) 2. to say or show that you
have the same opinion as someone else
� Most of the group agreed with her
suggestion.

agreement

agreement /ə��'ri
mənt/ noun 1. the act
or fact of thinking the same � to reach
an agreement or to come to an agree-
ment on salaries � Agreement between
the two sides is still a long way off. �
they are in agreement with our plan
they agree with our plan � We discussed
the plan with them and they are in
agreement. 2. a contract � to draw up or
to draft an agreement � We signed an
agreement with the Italian company.
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ahead

ahead /ə��hed/ adverb 1. in front � Our
team was losing, but now we are ahead
again. � Run on ahead and find some
seats for us. � You need to go straight
ahead, and then turn left. 2. in future �
My diary is filled with appointments for
six weeks ahead. 3. before � We try to
fill the vacancies at least three weeks
ahead. � ahead of /ə��hed �ɒv/ 1. in
front of � Ahead of us was a steep hill.
� They ran on ahead of the others. 2. in
a future time � You have a mass of work
ahead of you. 3. before (informal) �
They drafted in extra police ahead of the
international match.

aid

aid /ed/ noun 1. help, especially money,
food or other gifts given to people living
in difficult conditions � aid to the earth-
quake zone � an aid worker (NOTE: This
meaning of aid has no plural.) � in aid
of in order to help � We give money in
aid of the Red Cross. � They are collect-
ing money in aid of refugees. 2. some-
thing which helps you to do something
� kitchen aids � verb 1. to help some-
thing to happen 2. to help someone

aim

aim /em/ noun what you are trying to do
� His aim is to do well at school and
then go to university. � One of our aims
is to increase the speed of service. �
verb 1. to plan to do something � We
aim to go on holiday in June. 2. to point
a gun at someone or something � He
was aiming or aiming a gun at the po-
liceman.

air

air /eə/ noun 1. a mixture of gases which
cannot be seen, but which is all around
us and which every animal breathes �
His breath was like steam in the cold air.
2. the air the space around things and
above the ground � He threw the ball up
into the air. (NOTE: These meanings of
air have no plural.) � adjective refer-
ring to a method of travelling or sending
goods using aircraft � new air routes �
by air in an aircraft � I don’t enjoy trav-
elling by air. � It’s quicker to send the
letter by air. � verb to make a room or
clothes fresh by giving them more air �
Let’s open the windows to air the room.

aircraft

aircraft /�eəkrɑ
ft/ noun a vehicle which
flies in the air � The passengers got into
or boarded the aircraft. � The airline

has a fleet of ten aircraft. (NOTE: The
plural is aircraft: one aircraft, six air-
craft.)

airfare

airfare /�eəfeə/ noun the amount of mon-
ey a passenger has to pay to travel on an
aircraft

air force

air force /�eə fɔ
s/ noun a country’s mil-
itary air organisation

airline

airline /�eəlan/ noun a company which
takes people or goods to places in air-
craft � The airline has been voted the
most popular with business travellers. �
He’s an airline pilot.

airplane

airplane /�eəplen/ noun US an aircraft
airport

airport /�eəpɔ
t/ noun a place where air-
craft land and take off � You can take
the underground to the airport. � We
are due to arrive at Heathrow Airport at
midday.

alarm

alarm /ə��lɑ
m/ noun 1. a loud warning
sound � An alarm will sound if someone
touches the wire. � to raise the alarm
to warn everyone of danger 2. same as
alarm clock � verb to frighten some-
one � I don’t want to alarm you, but
there’s a police car parked outside your
house.

alarm clock

alarm clock /ə��lɑ
m klɒk/ noun a clock
which rings a bell to wake you up

album

album /��lbəm/ noun 1. a large book 2.
a collection of songs on a CD, cassette
or record

alcohol

alcohol /��lkəhɒl/ noun a substance in
drinks such as beer or wine that can
make people drunk � They will not
serve alcohol to anyone under the age of
18.

alcoholic

alcoholic /��lkə��hɒlk/ adjective relat-
ing to alcohol

alert

alert /ə��l�
t/ adjective watching or listen-
ing carefully, ready to notice something

alike

alike /ə��lak/ adjective very similar � ad-
verb in a similar way � My sister and I
just don’t think alike. � The change will
affect rich and poor alike.

alive

alive /ə��lav/ adjective 1. living � He was
still alive when he was rescued from the
burning building. � When my grandfa-
ther was alive, there were no supermar-
kets. (NOTE: not used in front of a noun:
the fish is alive but a live fish.) 2. lively
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� The holiday village really comes alive
at night. � to come alive to become
busy and active

all

all /ɔ
l/ adjective, pronoun everything or
everyone � They all or All of them like
coffee. � All trains stop at Clapham
Junction. � Did you pick all (of) the to-
matoes? � Where are all the children?
� adverb 1. completely � The ground
was all white after the snow had fallen.
� I forgot all about her birthday. 2. � all
by yourself all alone � You can’t do it
all by yourself. � I’m all by myself this
evening – my girlfriend’s gone out. � all
along right from the beginning � all at
once suddenly � all in 1. tired out 2.
including everything � all of a sudden
suddenly � all over 1. everywhere over
something 2. finished � all right well �
She was ill yesterday but she’s all right
now. � all the same in spite of this �
I’m not really keen on horror films, but
I’ll go with you all the same.

allergic

allergic /ə��l�
d"k/ adjective suffering
from or referring to an allergy � to be
allergic to to react badly to a substance
� Many people are allergic to grass pol-
len. � She is allergic to cats.

allergy

allergy /��ləd"i/ noun a bad reaction to
a substance which makes you sneeze, or
makes your skin itch, e.g. � She has an
allergy to household dust. � The baby
has a wheat allergy.

allow

allow /ə��laυ/ verb to let someone do
something � She allowed me to borrow
her book. � Smoking is not allowed in
the restaurant. � You are allowed to
take two pieces of hand luggage onto the
plane.

allowance

allowance /ə��laυəns/ noun 1. an
amount of money paid to someone reg-
ularly � a weekly allowance 2. an
amount of money which you are al-
lowed to earn without paying tax on it 3.
� to make allowances for to take some-
thing into account � You must make al-
lowances for his age.

ally

ally1 /��la/ noun 1. a country which
works together with another, especially
in a war (NOTE: The plural is allies.) 2.
someone who is willing to support you
in something you want to achieve �

Jack has been my closest ally in the
campaign.

allyally2 /ə��la/ verb � to ally yourself with
or to someone to join forces with some-
one � The unions have allied them-
selves with the opposition. (NOTE: allies
– allying – allied)

almostalmost /�ɔ
lməυst/ adverb nearly �
London is almost as far from here as
Paris. � She’s almost as tall as I am. �
She’ll eat almost anything. � Hurry up,
it’s almost time for the train to leave.

alonealone /ə��ləυn/ adjective 1. with no one
else � She lives alone with her cats. �
He was all alone in the shop. 2. only �
She alone knew the importance of the
message. � adverb without other people
� We don’t let the children go out alone
after dark. � I don’t like travelling
alone. � leave alone 1. not to disturb
someone � Leave your sister alone,
she’s trying to read. 2. to stop touching
or playing with something � Leave the
cat alone, it doesn’t like being stroked.
� Leave those keys alone, the noise is
annoying me. � to go it alone to do
something, especially a business activi-
ty, without help from anyone

alongalong /ə��lɒŋ/ preposition 1. by the side
of � He has planted fruit trees along
both sides of the garden path. � The riv-
er runs along one side of the castle. 2. in
a straight forward direction � She ran
along the pavement. � Walk along the
street until you come to the post office. �
I was just driving along when I caught
sight of my brother. 3. to a place � John
came along after about five minutes. �
Is it ok if I bring a friend along?

aloudaloud /ə��laυd/ adverb in a voice which
can be easily heard

alphabetalphabet /��lfəbet/ noun a series of let-
ters in a specific order, e.g. A, B, C, etc
� G comes before H in the alphabet. �
If you’re going to Greece on holiday,
you ought to learn the Greek alphabet.

alphabeticalalphabetical /��lfə��betk(ə)l/ adjec-
tive relating to the alphabet � in alpha-
betical order in order of the first letter
of each word � The words in the dic-
tionary are in alphabetical order. � Sort
out the address cards into alphabetical
order of the people’s names.
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already

already /ɔ
l��redi/ adverb before now or
before the time mentioned � I’ve al-
ready done my shopping. � It was al-
ready past ten o’clock when he arrived.

also

also /�ɔ
lsəυ/ adverb in addition to some-
thing or someone else that has been
mentioned � He’s a keen cyclist and his
sister also likes to cycle when she can. �
She sings well and can also play the vi-
olin. (NOTE: also is usually placed be-
fore the main verb or after a modal or
auxiliary verb.)

alter

alter /�ɔ
ltə/ verb to become different, or
make something different, especially in
small ways or in parts only � They
wanted to alter the terms of the contract
after they had signed it. � The shape of
his face had altered slightly.

alteration

alteration /�ɔ
ltə��reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of becoming different or of making
something different 2. something that
has been, or needs, changing � She
made some alterations in the design.

alternate

alternate1 /ɔ
l��t�
nət/ adjective every
other one � We see each other on alter-
nate Sundays.

alternate

alternate2 /�ɔ
ltənet/ verb to keep
changing from one particular position or
state to another

alternative

alternative /ɔ
l��t�
nətv/ adjective 1. in
place of something else � If the plane is
full, we will put you on an alternative
flight. � Do you have an alternative so-
lution? 2. following a different way
from usual � noun something which
you do instead of something else � Now
that she’s ill, do we have any alternative
to calling the holiday off?

although

although /ɔ
l��ðəυ/ conjunction in spite
of the fact that � Although it was freez-
ing, she didn’t put a coat on. � I’ve nev-
er been into that shop although I’ve of-
ten walked past it.

altogether

altogether /�ɔ
ltə��'eðə/ adverb taking
everything together � The food was £10
and the drinks £5, so that makes £15 al-
together. � The staff of the three shops
come to 200 altogether.

always

always /�ɔ
lwez/ adverb 1. every time
� She is always late for work. � Why
does it always rain when we want to go
for a walk? 2. all the time � It’s always

hot in tropical countries. 3. frequently,
especially when someone finds it an-
noying � She’s always asking me to
lend her money.

amam /əm, �m/ 1st person present singular
of be

a.m.a.m. /�e �em/ adverb before midday � I
have to catch the 7 a.m. train to work
every day. � Telephone calls made be-
fore 6 a.m. are charged at the cheap
rate. (NOTE: a.m. is usually used to
show the exact hour and the word
o’clock is left out)

amazement

amazement /ə��mezmənt/ noun great
surprise � To his amazement he won
first prize.

amazingamazing /ə��mezŋ/ adjective 1. very
surprising � It was amazing that she
never suspected anything. 2. extremely
interesting and unusual � It was an
amazing experience, sailing so far from
land at night.

ambitionambition /�m��bʃ(ə)n/ noun a wish to
do something special � His great ambi-
tion is to ride on an elephant.

ambulanceambulance /��mbjυləns/ noun a van
which carries sick or injured people to
hospital � When she fell down the stairs,
her husband called an ambulance.

AmericanAmerican /ə��merkən/ adjective relat-
ing to America or to the United States

amongamong /ə��m�ŋ/, amongst /ə��m�ŋst/
preposition 1. surrounded by or in the
middle of � He was standing among a
crowd of tourists. 2. between a number
of people in a group � Let’s share the
cake among us. 3. in addition to other
people or things � Jack was there,
among others.

amountamount /ə��maυnt/ noun a quantity of
something such as money � The amount
in my bank account has reached £1000.
� We spent a large amount of time just
waiting. � a certain amount some but
not a lot � Painting the house will take
a certain amount of time.
amount to phrasal verb 1. to make a
total of � My year’s savings amount to
less than £1000. 2. to be similar or equal
to something � I think what he said
amounts to a refusal to take part. 3. � to
amount to the same thing to mean the
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same, to be the same � Whether he took
cash or free holidays, it all amounts to
the same thing. � The remaining prob-
lems don’t amount to much.

amuse

amuse /ə��mju
z/ verb 1. to make some-
one laugh � This story will amuse you.
� to amuse yourself to play or get
pleasure from what you are doing � The
children amused themselves quietly
while their parents talked. 2. to make
the time pass pleasantly for someone �
How can we amuse the children on the
journey?

amusement

amusement /ə��mju
zmənt/ noun 1. a
feeling of pleasure caused by something
that is funny 2. � to someone’s amuse-
ment making someone feel pleasure in
a funny situation � Much to her amuse-
ment, the band played ‘Happy Birthday
to you!’. 3. a way of passing the time
pleasantly � They had planned several
visits for the guest’s amusement.

amusing

amusing /ə��mju
zŋ/ adjective funny
an

an /ən, �n/ � a
analysis

analysis /ə��n�ləss/ noun a close exam-
ination of the parts or elements of some-
thing � job analysis � to make an anal-
ysis of the sales or a sales analysis � to
carry out an analysis of the market po-
tential (NOTE: The plural is analyses /ə�

�n�lsi
z/.)
ancient

ancient /�enʃənt/ adjective very old, or
belonging to a time long ago � He was
riding an ancient bicycle.

and

and /ən, ənd, �nd/ conjunction used to
join two words or phrases � All my un-
cles and aunts live in the country. � The
children were running about and sing-
ing. � Come and sit down next to me.
(NOTE: and is used to say numbers af-
ter 100: ‘seven hundred and two
(702)’) � and so on, and so forth,
and so on and so forth with other
similar things � He talked about plants,
flowers, vegetables, and so on.

anger

anger /��ŋ'ə/ noun a feeling of being
very annoyed � He managed to control
his anger. � She couldn’t hide the anger
she felt.

angle

angle /��ŋ'əl/ noun a corner where two
lines meet � She planted the tree in the
angle of the two walls. � at an angle

not straight � The shop front is at an an-
gle to the road.

angrilyangrily /��ŋ'rli/ adverb in an angry
way � He shouted angrily when the
children climbed over the fence.

angry

angry /��ŋ'ri/ adjective upset and an-
noyed, and sometimes wanting to harm
someone � The shopkeeper is angry
with the children because they broke his
window. � He gets angry if the post is
late. � I am angry that the government
is doing nothing to prevent crime. �
When the cashier still hadn’t arrived at
midday the boss got even angrier.
(NOTE: angrier – angriest)

animalanimal /��nm(ə)l/ noun a living thing
that moves independently � I love hav-
ing animals as pets. (NOTE: animal may
include humans in scientific contexts.)

ankle

ankle /��ŋkəl/ noun the part of the body
where your leg joins your foot

anniversaryanniversary /��n��v�
s(ə)ri/ noun the
same date as an important event that
happened in the past

announceannounce /ə��naυns/ verb to say some-
thing officially or in public � He an-
nounced his resignation. � She an-
nounced that she would be standing for
parliament.

announcement

announcement /ə��naυnsmənt/ noun a
statement made in public � The manag-
ing director made an announcement to
the staff. � There were several an-
nouncements concerning flight chang-
es.

annoy

annoy /ə��nɔ/ verb to make someone feel
slightly angry or impatient � Their rude
behaviour really annoyed us.

annoyanceannoyance /ə��nɔəns/ noun a feeling of
being slightly annoyed � There was a
tone of annoyance in her voice.

annoyedannoyed /ə��nɔd/ adjective slightly an-
gry or impatient � He was annoyed with
his neighbour who had cut down one of
his trees. � I was annoyed to find some-
one had stolen my mobile phone.

annoyingannoying /ə��nɔŋ/ adjective making
you angry or impatient � I find it very
annoying that the post doesn’t come be-
fore 10 o’clock. � How annoying! I for-
got to buy the milk. � The baby has an
annoying cough which won’t go away.
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annual

annual /��njuəl/ adjective happening
once a year � The village fair is an an-
nual event. � I get annual interest of 6%
on my savings account.

another

another /ə��n�ðə/ adjective, pronoun 1.
one more � I’d like another cake,
please. � Would you like another? 2. a
different one � He’s bought another car.
� She tried on one dress after another,
but couldn’t find anything she liked. �

each other
answer

answer /�ɑ
nsə/ noun 1. something that
you say or write when someone has
asked you a question � The answer to
your question is yes. � I knocked on the
door but there was no answer. � in an-
swer to as a reply to � I am writing in
answer to your letter of October 6th. 2.
the act of picking up a telephone that is
ringing � I phoned his office but there
was no answer. � verb 1. to speak or
write words to someone who has spoken
to you or asked you a question � He
never answers my letters. � When he
asked us if we had enjoyed the meal we
all answered ‘yes’. 2. � to answer the
phone to speak and listen to a telephone
caller � His mother usually answers the
phone. � to answer the door to open
the door to someone who knocks or
rings the bell � No-one answered the
door though I knocked twice.

ant

ant /�nt/ noun a small insect that lives in
large groups

antibiotic

antibiotic /��ntiba��ɒtk/ noun a sub-
stance which kills harmful organisms
such as bacteria

antique

antique /�n��ti
k/ noun an old and valu-
able object � He collects antiques. �
adjective old and valuable � an antique
Chinese vase

antiseptic

antiseptic /��nt��septk/ noun a sub-
stance which prevents infection � ad-
jective preventing infection � an anti-
septic dressing

antonym

antonym /��ntənm/ noun a word
which means the opposite of another
word

anxiety

anxiety /�ŋ��zaəti/ noun 1. nervous
worry about something � Her anxiety
about her job prospects began to affect
her health. 2. the state of being keen to

do something � In his anxiety to get
away quickly, he forgot to lock the door.

anxious

anxious /��ŋkʃəs/ adjective 1. nervous
and very worried about something �
She’s anxious about the baby. 2. keen to
do something � The shopkeeper is al-
ways anxious to please his customers.

anxiously

anxiously /��ŋkʃəsli/ adverb in a nerv-
ous, worried way � They are waiting
anxiously for the results of the exam.

any

any /�eni/ adjective, pronoun 1. it doesn’t
matter which � I’m free any day next
week except Tuesday. 2. (usually in
questions or negatives) a small quanti-
ty � Have you got any money left? � Is
there any food for me? � Would you like
any more to eat? � Will any of your
friends be there? 3. � not…any none �
I don’t like any of the paintings in the
exhibition. � There isn’t any food left –
they’ve eaten it all. � Can you lend me
some money? – sorry, I haven’t got any.

anybody

anybody /�enibɒdi/ pronoun same as
anyone

anymore

anymore /�eni��mɔ
/, any more adverb
� not … anymore no longer � We don’t
go there anymore.

anyone

anyone /�eniw�n/ pronoun any person
at all � Anyone can learn to ride a bike.
� anyone else any other person � Is
there anyone else who can’t see the
screen?

anything

anything /�eniθŋ/ pronoun 1. it doesn’t
matter what � You can eat anything you
want. � Our dog will bite anything that
moves. 2. (in questions or negatives)
something � Did you do anything inter-
esting at the weekend? � Did you hear
anything make a noise during the night?
� Has anything happened to their plans
for a long holiday? � Do you want any-
thing more to drink?

anyway

anyway /�eniwe/ adverb despite some-
thing else � I’m not supposed to drink
during the daytime, but I’ll have a beer
anyway. � I think it’s time to leave – an-
yway, the last bus is at 11.40.

anywhere

anywhere /�eniweə/ adverb 1. it does
not matter where � Put the chair any-
where. 2. (in questions or negatives)
somewhere � I can’t see your wallet an-
ywhere. � Did you go anywhere at the
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weekend? � Is there anywhere where I
can sit down?

apart

apart /ə��pɑ
t/ adverb 1. separated � The
two villages are about six miles apart. 2.
in separate pieces � He took the watch
apart. � apart from except for � Do
you have any special interests apart
from your work? � I’m feeling fine,
apart from a slight cold.

apartment

apartment /ə��pɑ
tmənt/ noun a sepa-
rate set of rooms for living in � She
shares an apartment with a friend.

ape

ape /ep/ noun a large monkey
apologise

apologise /ə��pɒləd"az/, apologize
verb to say you are sorry � He shouted
at her and then apologised. � She apol-
ogised for being late.

apology

apology /ə��pɒləd"i/ noun an act of indi-
cating that you are sorry (NOTE: The
plural is apologies.) � plural noun
apologies a statement indicating that
you are sorry, especially if you cannot
attend a meeting � My apologies for be-
ing so late. � Please give the chairman
my apologies.

apostrophe

apostrophe /ə��pɒstrəfi/ noun a print-
ing sign (’), either showing that a letter
has been left out, e.g. weren’t, or after a
noun to show possession, e.g. Ben’s
coat or the girls’ coats

apparatus

apparatus /��pə��retəs/ noun scientific
or medical equipment

apparent

apparent /ə��p�rənt/ adjective 1. easy
to see or accept as true � It was appar-
ent to everyone that she was annoyed. 2.
possibly different from what something
seems to be � There is an apparent mis-
take in the accounts.

apparently

apparently /ə��p�rəntli/ adverb accord-
ing to what you have seen or heard �
Apparently she took the last train home
and then disappeared. � He didn’t come
to work today – apparently he’s got a
cold.

appeal

appeal /ə��pi
l/ noun 1. an act of asking
for help � The police have made an ap-
peal for witnesses. � The hospital is
launching an appeal to raise £50,000.
2. an attractive quality � the strong ap-
peal of Greece as a holiday destination
� verb 1. � to appeal for something to
ask for something � They appealed for

money to continue their work. 2. � to
appeal against a verdict to make a le-
gal request for a court to look again at a
decision � He has appealed against the
sentence. 3. � to appeal to someone to
attract someone � These CDs appeal to
the teenage market. � The idea of work-
ing in Australia for six months appealed
to her.

appealing

appealing /ə��pi
lŋ/ adjective 1. attrac-
tive � The design has proved appealing
to our older customers. 2. wanting help
or support � The child gave her an ap-
pealing look as she got up to leave.
(NOTE: only used before a noun)

appear

appear /ə��pə/ verb 1. to start to be seen
� A ship appeared through the fog. 2. to
seem � There appears to be a mistake.
� He appears to have forgotten the time.
� She appeared rather cross. 3. to play
a part in a film or play or take part in a
TV programme � She appears regularly
on TV. 4. to come to a law court � He
appeared in court, charged with murder.

appearance

appearance /ə��pərəns/ noun 1. the
way that someone or something looks �
You could tell from his appearance that
he had been sleeping rough. 2. the fact
of being present somewhere, especially
unexpectedly � The appearance of a
teacher caused them to fall silent. � to
put in an appearance to go somewhere
where other people are for a short time
3. the beginning of something new � the
rapid appearance of mobile phone
shops all over the country � They were
worried by the sudden appearance of a
red rash. 4. an occasion when someone
is performing in a film or play or on TV
� This is her second appearance in a
film.

appetite

appetite /��ptat/ noun a need or wish
to eat � Going for a long walk has given
me an appetite. � He’s not feeling well
and has lost his appetite.

applause

applause /ə��plɔ
z/ noun the act of clap-
ping your hands together several times
to show that you liked a performance

apple

apple /��p(ə)l/ noun a common fruit that
is hard, round and sweet, and grows on
a tree � Don’t eat apples that are not
ripe – they’ll make you ill.
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appliance

appliance /ə��plaəns/ noun a machine
such as a washing machine or cooker
used in the home

applicant

applicant /��plkənt/ noun a person
who applies for something � job appli-
cants � Applicants for licences must fill
in this form.

application

application /��pl��keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting something on
something else � Several applications
of the cream will be necessary. 2. the
process or act of applying for a job � He
wrote a letter of application. � We’ve
received dozens of applications for the
job of barman.

application form

application form /�pl��keʃ(ə)n fɔ
m/
noun a form which has to be filled in to
apply for something

apply

apply /ə��pla/ verb 1. � to apply for a
job to ask for a job � She applied for a
job in the supermarket. � He’s applying
for a job as a teacher. 2. to put some-
thing on � Wait until the first coat of
paint is dry before you apply the second.
3. � to apply to to affect or to be rele-
vant to � This rule only applies to peo-
ple coming from outside the EU. (NOTE:
applies – applying – applied)

appoint

appoint /ə��pɔnt/ verb to give someone
a job � He was appointed (as) manager
or to the post of manager. � We want to
appoint someone to manage our sales
department. (NOTE: You appoint a per-
son to a job.)

appointment

appointment /ə��pɔntmənt/ noun 1.
an agreed time for a meeting � I want to
make an appointment to see the doctor.
� She was late for her appointment. �
on her appointment as manager when
she was made a manager 2. the process
of being given a job 3. a job � We are
going to make three new appointments.

appreciate

appreciate /ə��pri
ʃi��et/ verb to recog-
nise the value of something � Shoppers
always appreciate a bargain. � Cus-
tomers don’t appreciate having to wait
to be served.

apprentice

apprentice /ə��prents/ noun a young
person who works as an assistant to a
skilled person in order to learn from
them � He’s started work as a plumb-
er’s apprentice.

approach

approach /ə��prəυtʃ/ noun 1. the fact of
coming nearer � With the approach of
winter we need to get the central heat-
ing checked. 2. a way which leads to
something � The approaches to the city
were crowded with coaches. 3. a way of
dealing with a situation � His approach
to the question was different from hers.
� verb to come near � The plane was
approaching the airport when the lights
went out.

appropriate

appropriate /ə��prəυpriət/ adjective
suitable for a particular situation � That
skirt is not really appropriate for gar-
dening. � We leave it to you to take ap-
propriate action.

approval

approval /ə��pru
v(ə)l/ noun the act of
agreeing � The committee gave their
approval to the scheme. � Does the
choice of colour have your approval or
meet with your approval?

approve

approve /ə��pru
v/ verb 1. to agree to
something officially � The committee
approved the scheme. 2. � to approve
of something to think something is
good � He doesn’t approve of loud mu-
sic.

approximatelyapproximately /ə��prɒksmətli/ adverb
not exactly � It takes approximately 35
minutes to get to the city centre from
here.

April

April /�eprəl/ noun the fourth month of
the year, the month after March and be-
fore May � Her birthday is in April. �
We went on holiday last April. (NOTE:
April 5th or April 5: say ‘the fifth of
April’ or ‘April the fifth’ or in US English
‘April fifth’.)

aptitude

aptitude /��pt��tju
d/ noun a natural
ability that can be developed further

archarch /ɑ
tʃ/ noun a round structure form-
ing a roof or entrance � verb to make
something round like an arch � The cat
arched her back and started spitting.

architect

architect /�ɑ
ktekt/ noun a person who
designs buildings

architecture

architecture /�ɑ
ktektʃə/ noun the de-
sign of buildings

are

are /ə, ɑ
/ 1st person plural present of be.
2nd person singular present of be. 2nd
person plural present of be. 3rd person
plural present of be
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areaarea /�eəriə/ noun 1. a space � The whole

area round the town hall is going to be
rebuilt. � We always sit in the ‘no smok-
ing’ area. 2. a measurement of the space
taken up by something, calculated by
multiplying the length by the width �
The area of the room is four square me-
tres. � We are looking for a shop with a
sales area of about 100 square metres.
3. a part of a town or country � Our
house is near the commercial area of the
town. � The factory is in a very good
area for getting to the motorways and
airports. � the London area the part of
England around London � Houses in
the London area are more expensive
than elsewhere in the country.

argueargue /�ɑ
'ju
/ verb to discuss without
agreeing, often in a noisy or angry way
� They argued over the prices. � She
argued with the waiter about the bill. �
I could hear them arguing in the next
room. (NOTE: You argue with someone
about or over something.)

argumentargument /�ɑ
'jυmənt/ noun a situa-
tion in which people discuss something
without agreeing � Nobody would back
her up in her argument with the boss. �
to get into an argument with someone
to start to argue with someone � He got
into an argument with the taxi driver.

arisearise /ə��raz/ verb to start to appear �
The problem arose in the planning de-
partment. (NOTE: arises – arising –
arose /ə��rəυz/ – arisen /ə��rzən/)

arithmeticarithmetic /ə��rθmətk/ noun calcula-
tions with numbers, especially as a sub-
ject studied at school

armarm /ɑ
m/ noun 1. the part of the body
which goes from the shoulder to the
hand � He held the parcel under his
arm. � She tripped over the pavement
and broke her arm. 2. the part of a chair
which you can rest your arms on � He
put his coffee cup on the arm of his
chair. � verb to give weapons to � The
police were armed with guns. � arm in
arm with arms linked together � They
walked down the street arm in arm.

armchairarmchair /�ɑ
mtʃeə/ noun a chair with
arms

armedarmed /ɑ
md/ adjective 1. provided with
weapons � Most British policemen are

not armed. � Armed guards surrounded
the house. 2. involving weapons � the
armed struggle between the two groups
3. ready for use as a weapon � The de-
vice is already armed. � armed with
provided with � Armed with picnic bas-
kets, towels and cameras, we set off for
the beach.

armed forces

armed forces /�ɑ
md �fɔ
sz/, armed
services /�ɑ
md �s�
vsz/ plural noun
the army, navy and air force of a country

army

army /�ɑ
mi/ noun all the soldiers of a
country, trained for fighting on land �
He left school at 16 and joined the army.
� An army spokesman held a news con-
ference. (NOTE: The plural is armies.)

aroma

aroma /ə��rəυmə/ noun a pleasant smell
of something you can eat or drink � the
aroma of freshly baked bread

arose

arose /ə��rəυz/ past tense of arise
around

around /ə��raυnd/ preposition 1. going
all round something � She had a gold
chain around her neck. � The flood wa-
ter was all around the village. 2. close to
or in a place or area � Is there a bus stop
around here? 3. in various places � We
have lots of computers around the office.
4. not exactly � It will cost around
£200. � Around sixty people came to the
meeting. � adverb 1. in various places
� Papers were lying around all over the
floor. � The restaurants were all full, so
we walked around for some time. 2. in a
position that is fairly near � We try not
to talk about it when she’s around. � It’s
the only swimming pool for miles
around. 3. in existence � She’s one of
the best eye surgeons around. � The new
coins have been around for some weeks
now.

arrange

arrange /ə��rend"/ verb 1. to put in or-
der � The chairs are arranged in rows.
� The books are arranged in alphabeti-
cal order. � The ground floor is ar-
ranged as an open-plan area with a lit-
tle kitchen at the side. 2. to make a plan
for something � Let’s arrange to meet
somewhere before we go to the theatre.
� The tour has been arranged by the
travel agent. � She arranged for a taxi
to meet him at the airport. � I’ve ar-
ranged with my mother that she will
feed the cat while we’re away. (NOTE:
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You arrange for someone to do some-
thing; you arrange for something to be
done; or you arrange to do something.
Note also arranges – arranging – ar-
ranged.)

arrangementarrangement /ə��rend"mənt/ noun 1.
the process of putting things in order �
the arrangement of the pictures in a
book 2. the process of making plans for
an event � All the arrangements for the
wedding were left to the bride’s mother.

arrestarrest /ə��rest/ verb (of the police) to
catch and hold someone who has broken
the law � The police arrested two men
and took them to the police station. �
He ended up getting arrested as he tried
to leave the country. � She was arrested
for stealing. � noun the act of holding
someone for breaking the law � The po-
lice made several arrests at the demon-
stration. � under arrest held by the po-
lice � After the fight, three people were
under arrest.

arrivalarrival /ə��rav(ə)l/ noun 1. the act of
reaching a place � We announce the ar-
rival of flight AB 987 from Tangiers. �
We apologise for the late arrival of the
14.25 express from Edinburgh. � The
time of arrival is 5 p.m. � on arrival
when you arrive � On arrival at the ho-
tel, members of the party will be allocat-
ed rooms. 2. a person who has arrived �
He’s a new arrival on our staff. � plural
noun arrivals the part of an airport that
deals with passengers who are arriving

arrivearrive /ə��rav/ verb to reach a place �
They arrived at the hotel tired out. �
The train from Paris arrives in London
at 5 p.m. (NOTE: You arrive in a town or
in a country but at a place. Note also:
arrives – arriving – arrived.)

arrogant

arrogant /��rə'ənt/ adjective very
proud in an unpleasant way � He’s such
an arrogant young man. � What an ar-
rogant way to treat customers!

arrowarrow /��rəυ/ noun 1. a weapon made of
a piece of wood with a sharp point 2. a
printed sign &#10137; which points to
something

artart /ɑ
t/ noun 1. the practice of creating
objects, e.g. by painting, drawing or
sculpture � She is taking art lessons. �
When you’re in Washington, don’t miss

the Museum of Modern Art. 2. the ob-
jects that are created in this way

artery

artery /�ɑ
təri/ noun a tube carrying
blood from the heart around the body.
Compare vein (NOTE: The plural is ar-
teries.)

article

article /�ɑ
tk(ə)l/ noun 1. a report in a
newspaper � Did you read the article on
skiing in yesterday’s paper? 2. an object
or thing � Several articles of clothing
were found near the road. 3. a word
used before a noun to show whether you
are referring to a particular or general
example of something. The definite arti-
cle is ‘the’ and the indefinite article is
‘a’ or ‘an’.

artificial

artificial /�ɑ
t��fʃ(ə)l/ adjective not nat-
ural � She was wearing artificial pearls.

artificially

artificially /�ɑ
t��fʃ(ə)li/ adverb in a
way that is not natural

artist

artist /�ɑ
tst/ noun a person who is
skilled in making works of art such as
paintings � She collects paintings by
19th-century artists.

as

as /əz, �z/ conjunction 1. because � As
you can’t drive, you’ll have to go by bus.
� As it’s cold, you should wear an over-
coat. 2. at the same time that something
else happens � As he was getting into
the bath, the telephone rang. � The little
girl ran into the road as the car was
turning the corner. 3. in the same way �
Leave everything as it is. � preposition
1. in a particular job � She had a job as
a bus driver. 2. because of being a par-
ticular type of person � As a doctor, he
has to know the symptoms of all the
common diseases. 3. in a particular way
� She was dressed as a nurse. � They
treated him as a friend of the family. �

as from from a particular time � as
from next Friday � as if, as though in
the same way as � as…as used in com-
parisons � She is nearly as tall as I am.
� I can’t run as fast as you. � as well in
addition to something or someone else
that has been mentioned � She came to
have tea and brought her sister as well.
� We visited the castle and swam in the
pool as well. � as well as in addition to
or together with � He has a cottage in
the country as well as a flat in town. �
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As well as being a maths teacher, he is a
part-time policeman.

ascend

ascend /ə��send/ verb to go up � The
balloon rapidly ascended to 3000m.

ash

ash /�ʃ/ noun 1. a grey dust left after
something has burnt (NOTE: no plural in
this sense) 2. a type of tree that grows
in the northern part of Europe

ashamed

ashamed /ə��ʃemd/ adjective embar-
rassed and sorry for something that you
have done or not done

aside

aside /ə��sad/ adverb to one side � He
took me aside and whispered in my ear.
� aside from except for � Aside from a
minor infection, his health had been re-
markably good. � I’ve got to read these
three articles, and that’s aside from all
my regular work.

ask

ask /ɑ
sk/ verb 1. to put a question to get
information � She asked a policeman
the way to the hospital. � Joe went to
the station to ask about cheap tickets. �
Ask the assistant how much the shoes
cost. 2. to put a question to get someone
to do something � Ask your father to
teach you how to drive. � Can I ask you
not to make so much noise? 3. to invite
someone to an event or to do something
� We asked them to our party. � She
asked me to go skiing with her.

ask for phrasal verb to say that you
want something � Someone came into
the shop and asked for the manager.
ask out phrasal verb to ask someone to
go out with you, e.g. to a restaurant or to
the cinema � Bill wants to ask my sister
out.

asleep

asleep /ə��sli
p/ adjective sleeping � He
was asleep and didn’t hear the fire
alarm. � They were lying asleep on the
ground. � to fall asleep to begin to sleep

aspect

aspect /��spekt/ noun 1. a way of con-
sidering something such as a situation
or a problem � There are several as-
pects of the problem to be considered
before I can decide. 2. the direction in
which a building or piece of ground fac-
es

aspirin

aspirin /��sprn/ noun 1. a common
drug, used in the treatment of minor ill-
nesses to reduce pain 2. a pill that con-
tains aspirin

assassinate

assassinate /ə��s�snet/ verb to kill a
famous person, especially for political
reasons � Do you remember the day
when the President was assassinated?

assemble

assemble /ə��semb(ə)l/ verb 1. (espe-
cially of people) to come together in a
place, or to be brought together by
someone � We’ll assemble outside the
hotel by the coach at 9 a.m. � They as-
sembled a panel of experts to renew the
project. 2. (especially of people) to
come together in a place, or to be
brought together by someone, especial-
ly formally or in an ordered way � We’ll
assemble outside the hotel at 9 a.m. �
They assembled a panel of experts to re-
new the project.

assembly

assembly /ə��sembl/ noun 1. a meeting
2. the process of putting the pieces of
something together to make it complete

assess

assess /ə��ses/ verb 1. to consider some-
thing or someone in order to make a
judgment or decision about it � It’s hard
to assess how difficult it will be to make
the necessary changes. 2. to consider
someone’s achievement or progress in
order to decide if it is satisfactory � Stu-
dents are regularly assessed by their
teachers and feedback. 3. to calculate an
amount to be paid � The cost of the new
building is assessed at £1 million.

assignment

assignment /ə��sanmənt/ noun a piece
of work that has to be done in a specific
time � My literature assignment has to
be finished by Wednesday. � He was
given the assignment of reporting on the
war.

assist

assist /ə��sst/ verb to help someone �
He assists me with my income tax forms.
� I will be assisted in my work by Jackie
Smith. (NOTE: You assist someone in
doing something or with something.)

assistance

assistance /ə��sst(ə)ns/ noun help �
He asked if he could be of any assist-
ance. � She will need assistance with
her luggage. � He was trying to change
the wheel when a truck driver offered
his assistance.

assistant

assistant /ə��sst(ə)nt/ noun a person
who helps someone as part of their job
� His assistant makes all his appoint-
ments.
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associate

associate1 /ə��səυsiet/ verb to connect
different people or things in your mind
� I always associate that book with the
wonderful holiday when I first read it. �
to be associated with to be connected
with or involved in something

associate

associate2 /ə��səυsiət/ noun a person
who works in the same business as
someone else

association

association /ə��səυsi��eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
an official group of people or a group of
companies in the same trade � an asso-
ciation offering support to victims of
street violence � the Association of Brit-
ish Travel Agents 2. a connection
formed in the mind between things �
For some people, a black cat has an as-
sociation with luck. � Manchester has
strong family associations for him. 3. �
in association with together with � The
guidebook is published in association
with the local tourist board. � This pro-
gramme is brought to you in association
with British Airways. � in association
with together with � The guidebook is
published in association with the local
tourist board. � This programme is
brought to you in association with Brit-
ish Airways.

assume

assume /ə��sju
m/ verb 1. to imagine or
believe that something is true � Let’s
assume that he is innocent. � I assume
you have enough money to pay for the
meal? 2. to take on something such as a
job or responsibility � When she was
twenty-one, she assumed complete con-
trol of the family business. � He has as-
sumed responsibility for fire safety.

asthma

asthma /��smə/ noun a medical condi-
tion in which someone suffers breathing
difficulties, often because a particular
substance has a bad effect on his or her
body

astonish

astonish /ə��stɒnʃ/ verb to surprise
someone very much � His success in
maths astonished his teacher – he never
came to any of her classes.

astonished

astonished /ə��stɒnʃt/ adjective very
surprised � We were astonished to learn
that the head teacher had left.

astonishing

astonishing /ə��stɒnʃŋ/ adjective
very surprising � They spent an aston-

ishing amount of money buying Christ-
mas presents.

atat /ət, �t/ preposition 1. used for show-
ing time � We’ll meet at eleven o’clock.
� You must put your lights on when you
drive at night. � At the weekend, we
went to see my mother. � We went to
Paris at Easter. 2. used for showing
place � Meet us at the post office. �
She’s got a job at the supermarket. �
He’s not at home, he’s at work. 3. used
for showing speed � The train was trav-
elling at 200 kilometres an hour. 4.
showing direction � She threw her slip-
per at the TV. 5. showing cause � She
laughed at my old coat. (NOTE: at is of-
ten used after verbs, e.g. to look at, to
point at.)

ate

ate /et, et/ past tense of eat
athleteathlete /��θli
t/ noun a person who takes

part in sports especially those such as
running

athleticathletic /�θ��letk/ adjective referring to
athletics

athleticsathletics /�θ��letks/ noun organised
sports such as running which are com-
petitions between individuals (NOTE: no
plural)

atlasatlas /��tləs/ noun a book of maps
(NOTE: The plural is atlases.)

atmosphereatmosphere /��tməsfə/ noun the air
around the Earth � The atmosphere sur-
rounds the Earth to a height of several
hundred kilometres. � the air in a partic-
ular place � The room had a hot stuffy
atmosphere. � noun a general feeling �
The atmosphere in the office was tense.
� I like the friendly atmosphere at our
college.

atomatom /��təm/ noun the smallest part of a
chemical element that can exist inde-
pendently

atomic

atomic /ə��tɒmk/ adjective relating to
the energy produced if an atom is split
apart

attachattach /ə��t�tʃ/ verb to fasten something
to something else � The gate is attached
to the post. � I am attaching a copy of
my previous letter.

attachedattached /ə��t�tʃt/ adjective having a
strong liking for someone or something
� She’s very attached to her old dog.
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attack

attack /ə��t�k/ noun 1. the act of trying to
hurt someone or something � They
made an attack on the town. � under at-
tack in the situation of being attacked �
The town is under attack from rebel
guerrillas. 2. a criticism � He launched
an attack on the government. 3. a sud-
den return of a particular illness � She
had an attack of malaria. � verb to try
to hurt someone or to hit someone �
Three men attacked her as she walked
home. � The old lady was attacked by
muggers.

attacker

attacker /ə��t�kə/ noun a person who at-
tacks someone or something � Can you
describe your attacker?

attempt

attempt /ə��tempt/ noun to try to do
something, especially something diffi-
cult � She attempted to lift the box onto
the table. � an attempt on someone’s
life the action of trying to kill someone
� verb to try to do something, especially
something difficult � I’ll attempt anoth-
er trip to collect the books when my car
has been repaired. � She attempted to
lift the box onto the table.

attend

attend /ə��tend/ verb 1. to be present at
an event � Twenty-five people attended
the wedding. � They organised a meet-
ing, but only one or two people attend-
ed. 2. to listen carefully � Students
should attend carefully to the teacher’s
instructions.

attendant

attendant /ə��tendənt/ noun a person on
duty in a public place such as a museum

attention

attention /ə��tenʃən/ noun 1. the act of
concentrating on what you are doing �
Don’t distract the driver’s attention. �
Please give the talk on safety proce-
dures your full attention. � to pay at-
tention to to concentrate on something
and think about it carefully � Pay atten-
tion to the instructions in the leaflet. �
Don’t pay any attention to something
you can ignore something � Don’t pay
any attention to what she says – she’s
making it up. 2. special care, help or ex-
tra work � The garden is large and
needs a lot of attention. � The children
were quiet and shy but responded well to
the special attention they were given. �
medical attention treatment by doctors
and nurses � That cut needs urgent med-

ical attention. 3. the position of a sol-
dier, standing straight, with heels to-
gether and looking straight ahead � The
guards stood to attention at the entrance
of the palace. � for the attention of
words written on a letter to show that it
is intended for a particular person to
deal with it � to attract (someone’s)
attention to make someone notice
someone or something � The new play
has attracted a lot of press attention or
attention in the press.

attitude

attitude /��ttju
d/ noun 1. a way of
thinking � What is the government’s at-
titude to the problem? 2. the position of
your body, e.g. standing or sitting � His
portrait shows him in a thoughtful atti-
tude.

attract

attract /ə��tr�kt/ verb to make someone
want to come to a place or want to be-
come involved in something such as a
business � The shops are lowering their
prices to attract more customers. � The
exhibition attracted hundreds of visi-
tors. � We must see if we can attract
more candidates for the job.

attraction

attraction /ə��tr�kʃən/ noun 1. a reason
for liking someone or something � The
flat’s main attraction is its closeness to
the centre of town. 2. something which
attracts people � The Tower of London
is a great tourist attraction.

attractive

attractive /ə��tr�ktv/ adjective 1.
pleasant to look at � They found the
mountain scenery very attractive. �
She’s an attractive woman. 2. having
features which people like � There are
some attractive bargains in the sale. �
The rival firm made him a very attrac-
tive offer.

audience

audience /�ɔ
diəns/ noun the people
watching a performance, e.g. at a theatre
or cinema or on television, or listening
to a radio programme � Members of the
audience cheered. (NOTE: Takes a sin-
gular or plural verb.)

August

August /�ɔ
'əst/ noun the eighth month
of the year, the month after July and be-
fore September � My birthday is in Au-
gust. � I left my job last August. � The
letter is dated 15 August. (NOTE: Au-
gust 15th or August 15: say ‘August
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the fifteenth’ or ‘the fifteenth of August’
or in US English ‘August fifteenth’.)

auntaunt /ɑ
nt/ noun the sister of your mother
or father, or the wife of an uncle � She
lives next door to my aunt. � Say good-
bye to Aunt Anne.

author

author /�ɔ
θə/ noun a writer � She is the
author of a popular series of children’s
books.

authorityauthority /ɔ
��θɒrti/ noun 1. power to
do something � He has no authority to
act on our behalf. (NOTE: no plural) 2.
an organisation that has control over
something � The education authority
pays teachers’ salaries. (NOTE: The plu-
ral is authorities.)

automaticautomatic /�ɔ
tə��m�tk/ adjective 1.
working by itself � There is an automat-
ic device which cuts off the electric cur-
rent. 2. done without thinking about it
very much � She gave the receptionist
an automatic smile as she passed. 3.
based on an agreement or existing situa-
tion � an automatic fine for parking

automaticallyautomatically /ɔ
tə��m�tkli/ adverb
1. by a machine, without people having
to do anything 2. without thinking about
it very much � I signed the bill automat-
ically. � as a result of an agreement or
existing situation � The company auto-
matically retires people at 60.

automobileautomobile /�ɔ
təməbi
l/ noun espe-
cially US a car

autumnautumn /�ɔ
təm/ noun the season of the
year between summer and winter � In
autumn, the leaves turn brown. � We
went on a walking holiday last autumn.
� I’ll be starting my new job in the au-
tumn term.

auxiliaryauxiliary /ɔ
'��zliəri/ noun a person
who helps other workers (NOTE: The
plural is auxiliaries.)

available

available /ə��veləb(ə)l/ adjective able to
be obtained � The tablets are available
from most chemists.

avenueavenue /��vənju
/ noun a wide street in
a town, often with trees along the side

averageaverage /��v(ə)rd"/ noun 1. the stand-
ard that is usual or typical � The journey
time today was much slower than the
bus company’s average. 2. a total calcu-
lated by adding several quantities to-

gether and dividing by the number of
different quantities added � the average
for the last three months or the last three
months’ average � The temperature has
been above the average for the time of
year. � adjective 1. ordinary or typical
� It was an average working day at the
office. � Their daughter is of above av-
erage intelligence. � above or below
average more or less than is usual or
typical 2. not very good � Their results
were only average. 3. calculated by di-
viding the total by the number of quan-
tities � His average speed was 30 miles
per hour. � verb to be as an average �
Price increases have averaged 10% per
annum.

avoid

avoid /ə��vɔd/ verb 1. to keep away from
someone or something � Travel early to
avoid the traffic jams. � Aircraft fly high
to avoid storms. 2. to try not to do some-
thing � He’s always trying to avoid tak-
ing a decision. (NOTE: You avoid some-
thing or avoid doing something.) 3. to
try to prevent something from happen-
ing � I want to avoid discussing details
at this stage. � How can we avoid a
row?

awake

awake /ə��wek/ adjective not asleep �
It’s 2 o’clock and I’m still awake. � verb
1. to wake someone up � He was awok-
en by the sound of the telephone. (NOTE:
awake in this meaning only occurs in
the passive.) 2. to wake up � He awoke
when he heard them knocking on the
door. � They awoke to find a fox in their
tent. (NOTE: awakes – awaking –
awoke /ə��wəυk/ – has awoken)

award

award /ə��wɔ
d/ noun something such as
a prize or a gift of money that is given to
someone � a design award � He re-
ceived an award of £1000. � The school
has been nominated for a technology
award. � verb to give someone some-
thing such as a prize, a degree or diplo-
ma, money or a contract to do work �
He was awarded first prize. � She was
awarded £10,000 in damages.

aware

aware /ə��weə/ adjective knowing some-
thing � I’m not aware of any problem. �
Is he aware that we have to decide
quickly? � not that I am aware of not
as far as I know � Has there ever been
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an accident here before? – Not that I am
aware of.

awayaway /ə��we/ adverb 1. at a particular
distance or time � The nearest shop is
three kilometres away. 2. not here,
somewhere else � The managing direc-
tor is away on business. � My assistant
is away today. 3. (in sports) at your op-
ponents’ sports ground � Our team is
playing away next Saturday. 4. (as em-
phasis, after verbs) without stopping �
The birds were singing away in the gar-
den.

awfulawful /�ɔ
f(ə)l/ adjective very bad or un-
pleasant � She felt awful about missing
the party. � He’s got an awful cold. �
Turn off the television – that pro-
gramme’s awful!

awfully

awfully /�ɔ
f(ə)li/ adverb very (informal)
� It’s awfully difficult to contact her.

awkward

awkward /�ɔ
kwəd/ adjective 1. embar-
rassing or difficult to deal with � awk-
ward questions 2. difficult to use or deal
with because of shape, size or position
� The handle’s a very awkward shape.
3. not convenient � Next Thursday is
awkward for me – what about Friday?

awoke

awoke /ə��wəυk/ past tense of awake
awoken

awoken /ə��wəυkən/ past participle of
awake

axe

axe /�ks/ noun a tool with a heavy sharp
metal head, used for cutting through
something � verb to get rid of some-
thing or someone
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b /bi
/, B noun the second letter of the al-
phabet, between A and C

baby

baby /�bebi/ noun 1. a very young child
� Most babies start to walk when they
are about a year old. � I’ve known him
since he was a baby. 2. a very young an-
imal � a baby rabbit (NOTE: The plural
is babies. If you do not know if a baby
is a boy or a girl, you can refer to it as
it: The baby was sucking its thumb.)

back

back /b�k/ noun 1. the part of the body
which is behind you, between the neck
and top of the legs � She went to sleep
lying on her back. � He carried his son
on his back. � Don’t lift that heavy box,
you may hurt your back. 2. the opposite
part to the front of something � He
wrote his address on the back of the en-
velope. � She sat in the back of the bus
and went to sleep. � The dining room is
at the back of the house. � adjective 1.
on the opposite side to the front � He
knocked at the back door of the house. �
The back tyre of my bicycle is flat. 2. (of
money) owed from an earlier date �
back pay � adverb 1. towards the back
of something � She looked back and
waved at me as she left. 2. in the past �
back in the 1950s 3. in the state that
something was previously � Put the tel-
ephone back on the table. � She
watched him drive away and then went
back into the house. � She gave me back
the money she had borrowed. � I’ll
phone you when I am back in the office.
(NOTE: Back is often used after verbs:
to give back, to go back, to pay
back, etc.) � verb 1. to go backwards,
or make something go backwards � He
backed or backed his car out of the ga-
rage. 2. to encourage and support a per-
son, organisation, opinion or activity,
sometimes by giving money � Her col-
leagues were willing to back the propos-
al. � to put someone’s back up to an-
noy someone

back up phrasal verb 1. to help or sup-
port someone � Nobody would back her
up when she complained about the serv-
ice. � Will you back me up in the vote?
2. to make a car go backwards � Can
you back up, please – I want to get out
of the parking space.

background

background /�b�k'raυnd/ noun 1. the
part of a picture or view which is behind
all the other things that can be seen �
The photograph is of a house with
mountains in the background. � His
white shirt stands out against the dark
background. Compare foreground � in
the background while other more obvi-
ous or important things are happening 2.
the experiences, including education
and family life, which someone has had
� He comes from a working class back-
ground. � Her background is in the res-
taurant business. 3. information about a
situation � What is the background to
the complaint?

backward

backward /�b�kwəd/ adverb US same
as backwards

backwards

backwards /�b�kwədz/ adverb from
the front towards the back � Don’t step
backwards. � ‘Tab’ is ‘bat’ spelt back-
wards. � backwards and forwards in
one direction, then in the opposite direc-
tion � The policeman was walking
backwards and forwards in front of the
bank.

bacon

bacon /�bekən/ noun meat from a pig
which has been treated with salt or
smoke, usually cut into thin pieces

bacteria

bacteria /b�k��təriə/ plural noun very
small living things, some of which can
cause disease (NOTE: The singular is
bacterium.)

bacterial

bacterial /b�k��təriəl/ adjective caused
by bacteria � a bacterial infection

bad

bad /b�d/ adjective 1. causing problems,
or likely to cause problems � Eating too
much fat is bad for your health. � We
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were shocked at their bad behaviour. 2.
of poor quality or skill � He’s a bad
driver. � She’s good at singing but bad
at playing the piano. 3. unpleasant �
He’s got a bad cold. � She’s in a bad
temper. � I’ve got some bad news for
you. � The weather was bad when we
were on holiday in August. 4. serious �
He had a bad accident on the motorway.
(NOTE: worse /w�
s/ – worst /w�
st/)

badgebadge /b�d"/ noun a small sign attached
to someone’s clothes to show something
such as who someone is or what compa-
ny they belong to

badlybadly /�b�dli/ adverb 1. not well or suc-
cessfully � She did badly in her driving
test. 2. seriously � He was badly injured
in the motorway accident. 3. very much
� His hair badly needs cutting. (NOTE:
badly – worse /w�
s/ – worst /w�
st/)

bagbag /b�'/ noun 1. a soft container made
of plastic, cloth or paper and used for
carrying things � a bag of sweets � He
put the apples in a paper bag. 2. same as
handbag � My keys are in my bag. 3. a
suitcase or other container used for
clothes and other possessions when
travelling � Have you packed your bags
yet?

baggage

baggage /�b�'d"/ noun cases and bags
which you take with you when travel-
ling

bakebake /bek/ verb to cook food such as
bread or cakes in an oven � Mum’s bak-
ing a cake for my birthday. � Bake the
pizza for 35 minutes.

bakerbaker /�bekə/ noun a person whose job
is to make bread and cakes � the bak-
er’s a shop that sells bread and cakes �
Can you go to the baker’s and get a loaf
of brown bread?

balancebalance /�b�ləns/ noun 1. the quality of
staying steady � The cat needs a good
sense of balance to walk along the top of
a fence. � to keep your balance not to
fall over � to lose your balance to fall
down � As he was crossing the river on
the tightrope he lost his balance and
fell. 2. an amount of money remaining
in an account � I have a balance of £25
in my bank account. 3. an amount of
money still to be paid from a larger sum
owed � You can pay £100 now and the

balance in three instalments. � The bal-
ance outstanding is now £5000. � verb
1. to stay or stand in position without
falling � The cat balanced on the top of
the fence. 2. to make something stay in
position without falling � The waiter
balanced a pile of dirty plates on his
arm.

balcony

balcony /�b�lkəni/ noun 1. a small flat
area that sticks out from an upper level
of a building protected by a low wall or
by posts � The flat has a balcony over-
looking the harbour. � Breakfast is
served on the balcony. 2. the upper rows
of seats in a theatre or cinema � We
booked seats at the front of the balcony.
(NOTE: The plural is balconies.)

bald

bald /bɔ
ld/ adjective having no hair
where there used to be hair, especially
on the head � His grandfather is quite
bald. � He is beginning to go bald.

ball

ball /bɔ
l/ noun 1. a round object used in
playing games, for throwing, kicking or
hitting � They played in the garden with
an old tennis ball. � He kicked the ball
into the goal. 2. any round object � a
ball of wool � He crumpled the paper
up into a ball. 3. a formal dance � We’ve
got tickets for the summer ball. � to
start the ball rolling to start something
happening � I’ll start the ball rolling by
introducing the visitors, then you can in-
troduce yourselves. � to play ball to
work well with someone to achieve
something � I asked them for a little
more time but they won’t play ball. � to
have a ball to enjoy yourself a lot � You
can see from the photos we were having
a ball.

ballet

ballet /�b�le/ noun 1. a type of dance,
given as a public entertainment, where
dancers perform a story to music 2. a
performance of this type of dance � We
went to the ballet last night.

balloon

balloon /bə��lu
n/ noun 1. a large ball
which is blown up with air or gas 2. a
very large balloon which rises as the air
inside it is heated, sometimes with a
container attached for people to travel in
� verb to increase quickly in size or
amount

ban

ban /b�n/ noun an official statement
which says that people must not do
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something � There is a ban on smoking
in cinemas. � verb to say officially that
people must not do something � She
was banned from driving for three
years. (NOTE: bans – banning –
banned)

banana

banana /bə��nɑ
nə/ noun a long yellow,
slightly curved fruit which grows in hot
countries

band

band /b�nd/ noun 1. a group of people
who play music together � The soldiers
marched down the street, following the
band. � My brother’s in a rock band. 2.
a group of people who do something to-
gether � Bands of drunken football fans
were wandering around the streets. 3. a
narrow piece of something � Her hair
was tied back with a red band. 4. a long
thin mark of a particular colour � a
black tee-shirt with a broad band of yel-
low across the front 5. a range of things
taken together � He’s in the top salary
band. � We’re looking for something in
the £10 – £15 price band.

bandage

bandage /�b�ndd"/ noun a cloth for
putting around an injured part of the
body � The nurse put a bandage round
his knee. � His head was covered in
bandages.

bang

bang /b�ŋ/ noun a sudden noise like that
made by a gun � The car started with a
series of loud bangs. � There was a
bang and the tyre went flat. � verb to hit
something hard, so as to make a loud
noise � He banged (on) the table with
his hand. � Can’t you stop the door
banging?

bank

bank /b�ŋk/ noun 1. a business which
holds money for people, and lends them
money � I must go to the bank to get
some money. � She took all her money
out of the bank to buy a car. � How
much money do you have in the bank? 2.
land along the side of a river � He sat on
the river bank all day, trying to catch
fish. � There is a path along the bank of
the canal. 3. a long pile of earth, sand,
snow or other substance � The road was
blocked by banks of snow blown by the
wind. � verb to store money in a bank �
I banked the cheque as soon as it ar-
rived. � Have you banked the money
yet?

bank account

bank account /�b�ŋk ə��kaυnt/ noun
an arrangement which you make with a
bank to keep your money safely until
you want it � to open a bank account
to start keeping money in a bank � He
opened a bank account when he started
his first job.

bank holiday

bank holiday /�b�ŋk �hɒlde/ noun a
public holiday when most people do not
go to work and the banks are closed

bar

bar /bɑ
/ noun a long piece of something
hard � The yard was full of planks and
metal bars. � a solid piece of a sub-
stance such as chocolate or soap � noun
a place where you can buy and drink al-
cohol � Let’s meet in the bar before din-
ner. � preposition except � All of the
suppliers replied bar one. � All bar two
of the players in the team are British. �
verb 1. to block something � The road
was barred by the police. � The path is
barred to cyclists. 2. � to bar someone
from doing something to prevent
someone officially from doing some-
thing � He was barred from playing
football for three months. (NOTE: bars –
barring – barred)

barbecue

barbecue /�bɑ
bkju
/ noun 1. a metal
grill for cooking food on out of doors �
Light the barbecue at least half an hour
before you start cooking. 2. food cooked
on a barbecue � Here is a recipe for
chicken barbecue. 3. a meal or party
where food is cooked out of doors � We
had a barbecue for twenty guests. �
They were invited to a barbecue. � verb
to cook something on a barbecue � Bar-
becued spare ribs are on the menu. �
She was barbecuing sausages for lunch
when it started to rain.

bare

bare /beə/ adjective 1. not covered by
clothes or shoes � He walked on the
beach in his bare feet. � I can’t sit in the
sun with my arms bare. 2. without any
kind of cover � They slept on the bare
floorboards. � They saw the bare bones
of dead animals in the desert. 3. without
leaves � bare branches 4. with just what
is really needed and nothing extra � We
only took the bare essentials when we
went travelling. � She thought £100 was
the bare minimum she would accept.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bear.)
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barelybarely /�beəli/ adverb almost not � She

barely had enough money to pay for her
ticket. � He barely had time to get
dressed before the police arrived. � The
noise is barely tolerable.

bargainbargain /�bɑ
'n/ noun 1. something
bought more cheaply than usual � The
car was a real bargain at £500. 2. an
agreement between two people or
groups of people � into the bargain as
well as other things � The plane was
late and they lost my suitcase into the
bargain. � verb to discuss the terms of
an agreement or sale � more than or
not what you bargained for different,
usually worse, than you had expected
bargain on phrasal verb to expect
something � I hadn’t bargained on it
being so wet. � She’s bargaining on
someone dropping out so that she can
take their place.

barkbark /bɑ
k/ noun 1. the hard outer layer
of a tree 2. the loud sound a dog makes
� The dog gave a bark as we came into
the house.

barnbarn /bɑ
n/ noun a large farm building
for storing produce or for keeping ani-
mals or machinery

barrelbarrel /�b�rəl/ noun 1. a container with
curved sides for storing liquid � a bar-
rel of beer � a wine barrel 2. the tube of
a gun out of which a bullet is fired

barrierbarrier /�b�riə/ noun 1. a bar or fence
which blocks a passage � He lifted the
barrier and we drove across the border.
2. an action or problem that makes it dif-
ficult for something to happen

basebase /bes/ noun 1. the bottom part of
something � The table lamp has a flat
base. 2. a place where you work from �
He lives in London but uses Paris as his
base when travelling in France. 3.
something from which something else
develops or is produced � The report
will provide a good base from which to
develop ideas. � verb to use something
or somewhere as a base � The company
is based in Paris. � The theory is based
on research done in Russia. � to be
based at or in to have a particular place
as your main home or place of work �
She’s based at head office or in Edin-
burgh. � to base something on some-

thing else to use something as a model
for something else � The book is based
on her mother’s life. � His theory was
based on years of observations.

baseball

baseball /�besbɔ
l/ noun 1. an Ameri-
can game for two teams of nine players,
in which a player hits a ball with a long,
narrow bat and players from the other
team try to catch it 2. the hard ball used
in playing baseball

-based

-based /best/ suffix 1. produced or de-
veloped from � a milk-based dessert 2.
living or working at a particular place �
a London-based company

basement

basement /�besmənt/ noun a floor in a
building below ground level

basic

basic /�besk/ adjective very simple, or
at the first level � Being able to swim is
a basic requirement if you are going ca-
noeing. � Knowledge of basic Spanish
will be enough for the job.

basically

basically /�beskli/ adverb considering
only the most important information
and not the details � Basically, he’s fed
up with his job.

basin

basin /�bes(ə)n/ noun 1. same as wash-
basin 2. a large or small bowl, especial-
ly one for holding or mixing food items

basis

basis /�bess/ noun 1. the general facts
on which something is based � What is
the basis for these proposals? � on the
basis of based on � The calculations are
done on the basis of an exchange rate of
1.6 dollars to the pound. 2. the general
terms of an agreement � She is working
for us on a temporary basis. � Many of
the helpers at the hospice work on a vol-
untary basis. (NOTE: The plural is bas-
es /�besi
z/.)

basket

basket /�bɑ
skt/ noun a container made
of thin pieces of wood, wire or fibre wo-
ven together

basketball

basketball /�bɑ
sktbɔ
l/ noun a game
played by two teams of five players who
try to throw the ball through an open net
hung high up at each end of the playing
area

bass

bass /bes/ noun 1. a male singer with a
low-pitched voice 2. a guitar with a low-
pitched sound � adjective relating to a
low-pitched voice or music � He has a
pleasant bass voice. Compare tenor
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bat

bat /b�t/ noun 1. a piece of wood used
for hitting a ball � a baseball bat � a
cricket bat 2. a small animal with skin
flaps like wings that flies at night and
hangs upside down when resting

bath

bath /bɑ
θ/ noun 1. a large container in
which you can sit and wash your whole
body � There’s a washbasin and a bath
in the bathroom. (NOTE: The plural is
baths /bɑ
θs/) 2. � to have a bath to
wash your whole body in a bath � verb
to wash yourself or someone else in a
bath � She’s bathing the baby. � Do you
prefer to bath or shower? (NOTE: Do not
confuse with bathe. Note also: baths
– bathing /�bɑ
θŋ/ – bathed /bɑ
θt/.)

bathe

bathe /beð/ verb 1. to go into water to
swim or wash � Thousands of people
come to bathe in the Ganges. 2. to wash
a cut or damaged part of the body care-
fully � A nurse bathed the wound on his
arm. 3. US to have a bath � I just have
enough time to bathe before my dinner
guests arrive. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bath. Note also: bathes /beðz/ –
bathing /�beðŋ/ – bathed /beðd/.)

bathroom

bathroom /�bɑ
θru
m/ noun 1. a room
in a house with a bath, a washbasin and
usually a toilet � The house has two
bathrooms. 2. US a room containing a
toilet � Where’s the bathroom? � Can I
use your bathroom, please?

battery

battery /�b�t(ə)ri/ noun an object that
fits into a piece of electrical equipment
to provide it with electric energy � My
calculator needs a new battery. � The
battery has given out so I can’t use my
radio. � My mobile phone has a re-
chargeable battery.

battle

battle /�b�t(ə)l/ noun 1. an occasion
when large groups of soldiers fight each
other using powerful weapons � Many
soldiers died in the first battle of the
war. � Wellington won the Battle of Wa-
terloo. 2. an attempt to prevent some-
thing unpleasant and difficult to deal
with � the government’s constant battle
against crime � He lost his battle
against cancer. � verb � to battle
against to try to prevent something un-
pleasant and difficult to deal with � She
had to battle against the other members
of the board to get the project approved.

� His last years were spent battling
against cancer.

bay

bay /be/ noun 1. an area along a coast
where the land curves inwards � a shel-
tered bay 2. a marked or enclosed area
used for a particular purpose � a bay
marked ‘Reserved Parking’

be

be /b, bi
/ verb 1. used for describing a
person or thing � Our house is older
than yours. � She is bigger than her
brother. � Lemons are yellow. � The
soup is hot. � Put on your coat – it is
cold outside. � I’m cold after standing
waiting for the bus. � Are you tired after
your long walk? 2. used for showing age
or time � He’s twenty years old. � She
will be two next month. � It is nearly ten
o’clock. � It is time to get up. � Septem-
ber is the beginning of autumn. 3. used
for showing price � Onions are 80p a
kilo. � The cakes are 50p each. � My
car was worth £10,000 when it was new.
4. used for showing someone’s job �
His father is a bus driver. � She wants to
be a teacher. 5. used for showing things
such as size, weight, height, � He’s
1.70m tall. � The room is three metres
square. � Our house is ten miles from
the nearest station. 6. to add up to �
Two and two are four. 7. used for show-
ing that someone or something exists or
is in a particular place � There was a
crowd of people waiting for the shop to
open. � There were only two people left
on the bus. � Where are we? � There’s
your hat! (NOTE: I am; you are;
he/she/it is; we/you/they are; being;
I/he/she/it was; we/you/they were;
has been; negative: is not usually
isn’t; are not usually aren’t; was not
usually wasn’t; were not usually wer-
en’t.)

beach

beach /bi
tʃ/ noun an area of sand or
small stones by the edge of the sea

beak

beak /bi
k/ noun the hard part of a bird’s
mouth

beam

beam /bi
m/ noun 1. a long block of
wood or metal which supports a struc-
ture, especially a roof � You can see the
old beams in the ceiling. 2. a ray of light
� The beam from the car’s headlights
shone into the barn. � Beams of sun-
light came through the coloured glass.
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� verb to give a big happy smile � The
little girl beamed at him.

bean

bean /bi
n/ noun a seed or the long thin
pod of various different plants, that is
cooked and eaten

bear

bear /beə/ noun a large wild animal cov-
ered with fur � verb 1. to carry or sup-
port something � The letter bore a Lon-
don postmark. � Will this branch bear
my weight? 2. to accept something bad
or unpleasant in a calm way � She bore
the bad news bravely. (NOTE: bears –
bearing – bore /bɔ
/ – has borne
/bɔ
n/) � be unable to bear someone
or something to strongly dislike some-
one or something � I can’t bear the
smell of cooking fish.

beard

beard /bəd/ noun the hair growing on a
man’s chin and cheeks � a long white
beard

beat

beat /bi
t/ noun a regular pattern of
sound � The patient’s heart has a regu-
lar beat. � They danced to the beat of
the drums. � verb 1. to make a regular
sound � His heart was still beating
when the ambulance arrived. � Her
heart beat faster as she went into the in-
terview. 2. to hit something or someone
hard � He was beaten by a gang of
youths. 3. to win a game against another
player or team � They beat their rivals
into second place. � Our football team
beat France 2 – 0. � They beat us by 10
goals to 2. � We beat the Australians at
cricket last year. (NOTE: beats – beat-
ing – beat – has beaten)

beautiful

beautiful /�bju
tf(ə)l/ adjective 1.
physically very attractive � We have
three beautiful daughters. 2. pleasant or
enjoyable � What beautiful weather for
a walk.

beautifully

beautifully /�bju
tf(ə)li/ adverb in a
very pleasing way

beauty

beauty /�bju
ti/ noun 1. the quality of
being beautiful � an object of great
beauty � the beauty of the tall trees
against the background of the blue lake
2. a beautiful woman or a beautiful
thing � At 18 she was a real beauty. �
Look at these apples, they’re real beau-
ties.

became

became /b��kem/ past tense of be-
come

becausebecause /b��kɒz/ conjunction for the
reason that follows � I was late because
I missed the train. � The dog’s wet be-
cause he’s been in the river. � because
of as a result of � The plane was de-
layed because of bad weather.

become

become /b��k�m/ verb 1. to change to
something different � The sky became
dark and the wind became stronger. �
They became good friends. � As she got
older she became rather deaf. � It soon
became obvious that he didn’t under-
stand a word of what I was saying. 2. to
start to work as � He wants to become a
doctor. (NOTE: becomes – becoming
– became – has become)

bedbed /bed/ noun 1. a piece of furniture for
sleeping on � Lie down on my bed if
you’re tired. 2. a piece of ground for
particular plants to grow in � a straw-
berry bed � a rose bed 3. the ground at
the bottom of water � a river bed

bedroom

bedroom /�bedru
m/ noun a room
where you sleep � My bedroom is on the
first floor. � The hotel has twenty-five
bedrooms. � Shut your bedroom door if
you want to be quiet.

bee

bee /bi
/ noun an insect which makes
honey, and can sting you

beefbeef /bi
f/ noun meat from a cow � roast
beef � beef stew

been

been /bi
n/ past participle of be
beer

beer /bə/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink
made from grain and water � Can I have
a glass of beer? (NOTE: no plural) 2. a
glass or bottle of beer � Three beers,
please.

beetle

beetle /�bi
t(ə)l/ noun an insect with
hard covers that protects its folded
wings

before

before /b��fɔ
/ preposition earlier than �
They should have arrived before now. �
You must be home before 9 o’clock. � G
comes before H in the alphabet. � con-
junction earlier than � The police got
there before I did. � Think carefully be-
fore you start to answer the exam ques-
tions. � Wash your hands before you
have your dinner. � Before you sit down,
can you switch on the light? � adverb
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earlier � I didn’t see him last week, but
I had met him before. � Why didn’t you
tell me before?

beg

beg /be'/ verb 1. to ask for things like
money or food � She sat begging on the
steps of the station. � Children were
begging for food. 2. to ask someone in
an emotional way to do something or
give something � His mother begged
him not to go. � He begged for more
time to find the money. (NOTE: begs –
begging – begged)

begin

begin /b��'n/ verb to start doing some-
thing � The children began to cry. � She
has begun to knit a red pullover for her
father. � The house is beginning to
warm up. � His surname begins with an
S. � The meeting is due to begin at ten
o’clock sharp. (NOTE: begins – begin-
ning – began – has begun) � to be-
gin again to start a second time � She
played a wrong note and had to begin
again.

beginner

beginner /b��'nə/ noun a person who is
starting to learn something or do some-
thing � The course is for absolute be-
ginners. � I can’t paint very well – I’m
just a beginner.

beginning

beginning /b��'nŋ/ noun the first part
� The beginning of the film is rather
boring.

begun

begun /b��'�n/ past participle of begin
behalf

behalf /b��hɑ
f/ noun � on behalf of
someone, on someone’s behalf acting
for someone � She is speaking on behalf
of the trade association. � He was cho-
sen to speak on the workers’ behalf.

behave

behave /b��hev/ verb to act in a certain
way with someone � He behaved very
pleasantly towards his staff. � She was
behaving in a funny way.

behaviour

behaviour /b��hevjə/ noun a way of
doing things � His behaviour was quite
natural. � Local people complained
about the behaviour of the football fans.

behind

behind /b��hand/ preposition 1. at the
back of � They hid behind the door. � I
dropped my pen behind the sofa. � He
was second, only three metres behind
the winner. 2. responsible for � The po-
lice believe they know who is behind the
bombing campaign. 3. supporting � All

his colleagues were behind his decision.
� We’re behind you! � adverb 1. at the
back � He was first, and the rest of the
runners were a long way behind. 2. later
than you should be � I am behind with
my correspondence. � The company has
fallen behind schedule with its deliver-
ies.

being

being /�bi
ŋ/ noun 1. a person 2. a living
thing, especially one that is not easily
recognised 3. a spiritual or magical
force � He dreamt he was being sup-
ported by supernatural beings. 4. a state
of existing � to come into being to start
to exist � The association came into be-
ing in 1946.

belief

belief /b��li
f/ noun a strong feeling that
something is true � his firm belief in the
power of law � her strong belief in God

believe

believe /b��li
v/ verb 1. to be sure that
something is true, although you can’t
prove it � People used to believe that the
earth was flat. � Don’t believe anything
he tells you. 2. used when you are not
absolutely sure of something � I don’t
believe we’ve met. � I believe I have
been here before.

bell

bell /bel/ noun 1. a metal object shaped
like a cup which makes a ringing noise
when hit by a piece of metal inside it �
They rang the church bells at the wed-
ding. 2. any object designed to make a
ringing noise, especially one that uses
electricity � The alarm bell rings if you
touch the door. � The postman rang the
door bell. � You ought to have a bell on
your bicycle. � to ring a bell or any
bells to sound familiar or remind you of
something � Does the name Forsyth
ring a bell?

belly

belly /�beli/ noun the stomach and intes-
tines (informal) (NOTE: The plural is
bellies.)

belong

belong /b��lɒŋ/ verb 1. to be kept in the
usual or expected place � That book be-
longs on the top shelf. 2. to be happy to
be somewhere or with a group of people
� Within a week in my new job I felt I be-
longed. 3. � to belong to someone to be
the property of someone � Does the car
really belong to you? 4. � to belong to
an organisation to be a member of an
organisation � They still belong to the
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tennis club. 5. � to belong with to be a
part of or connected to something else �
These knives belong with the set in the
kitchen.

below

below /b��ləυ/ adverb lower down �
Standing on the bridge we looked at the
river below. � These toys are for chil-
dren of two years and below. � preposi-
tion lower down than � The temperature
was below freezing. � In Singapore, the
temperature never goes below 25°C. �
Do not write anything below this line. �
These tablets should not be given to
children below the age of twelve. � Can
you see below the surface of the water?

belt

belt /belt/ noun a strap which goes round
your waist to hold up a skirt or trousers
� She wore a skirt with a bright red belt.

bench

bench /bentʃ/ noun a long seat for sev-
eral people � We sat down on one of the
park benches.

bend

bend /bend/ noun a curve in something
such as a road or a pipe � Don’t drive
too fast, there’s a sudden bend in the
road. � The pipe under the sink has an
awkward bend in it. � verb 1. to move
your shoulders and head into a lower
position � He bent to pick up the little
girl. � You can reach it if you bend to the
left. 2. to have the shape of a curve �
The road bends suddenly after the
bridge. (NOTE: bends – bending –
bent /bent/)

bend down phrasal verb to move to a
lower position, so that your head is low-
er than your waist � He bent down to
pick up the little girl.
bend over phrasal verb to move to a
different or a lower position � You can
read it if you bend over to the left. �
Bend over till you can touch your toes.
� to bend over backwards for
someone or to do something to do
everything you can to help someone �
Their friends bent over backwards for
or to support the family after the acci-
dent.

beneath

beneath /b��ni
θ/ preposition under �
There are dangerous rocks beneath the
surface of the lake. � The river flows
very fast beneath the bridge. � adverb
underneath (formal) � They stood on the

bridge and watched the river flowing
beneath.

beneficialbeneficial /�ben��fʃ(ə)l/ adjective hav-
ing a helpful effect

benefitbenefit /�benft/ noun an advantage �
What benefit would I get from joining
the club? � verb 1. to be useful to some-
one � The book will benefit anyone who
is planning to do some house repairs. 2.
� to benefit from or by something to
get an advantage from something �
Tourists will benefit from improved
transport links. � Older people can ben-
efit from free bus passes. (NOTE: bene-
fits – benefitting – benefitted)

bentbent /bent/ adjective curved or twisted �
These nails are so bent we can’t use
them.

berryberry /�beri/ noun a small round fruit
with several small seeds inside (NOTE:
The plural is berries. Do not confuse
with bury.)

besidebeside /b��sad/ preposition at the side
of someone or something � Come and
sit down beside me. � The office is just
beside the railway station. � it’s be-
side the point it’s got nothing to do
with the main subject � Whether or not
the coat matches your hat is beside the
point – it’s simply too big for you.

besidesbesides /b��sadz/ preposition as well
as � They have two other cars besides
the big Ford. � Besides managing the
shop, he also teaches in the evening. �
besides being or doing something in
addition to being or doing something �
adverb used for adding another stronger
reason for something � I don’t want to
go for a picnic – besides, it’s starting to
rain.

bestbest /best/ adjective better than anything
else � She’s my best friend. � He put on
his best suit to go to the interview. �
What is the best way of getting to Lon-
don from here? � noun the thing which
is better than anything else � The pic-
ture shows her at her best. � adverb in
the most effective or successful way �
The engine works best when it’s warm.
� Oranges grow best in hot countries. �
Which of you knows London best? � all
the best best wishes for the future � as
best you can in the best way you can,
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even though this may not be perfect � to
do your best to do as well as you can
� to make the best of something to
take any advantage you can from some-
thing � to make the best of a bad job
to accept a bad situation cheerfully � to
the best of someone’s ability as well
as possible � I’ll help you to the best of
my ability. � to the best of my knowl-
edge as far as I know � best regards,
best wishes a greeting sent to someone
� Give my best wishes to your father.

bet

bet /bet/ noun a sum of money which is
risked by trying to say which horse will
come first in a race or which side will
win a competition � He placed a bet on
his friend’s horse but lost when the
horse came last. � I’ve got a bet on Bra-
zil to win the next World Cup. � verb to
risk money by saying which horse you
think will come first in a race or which
team will win a competition � He bet
me £10 the Prime Minister would lose
the election. � She bet £30 on the hors-
es. (NOTE: bets – betting – bet) � I bet
(you) (that) or I’ll bet (you) (that) I’m
sure that � I bet you she’s going to be
late

better

better /�betə/ adjective 1. good when
compared to something else � The
weather is better today than it was yes-
terday. � His latest book is better than
the first one he wrote. � She’s better at
maths than English. � Brown bread is
better for you than white. � We will shop
around to see if we can get a better
price. 2. healthy again � I had a cold
last week but I’m better now. � I hope
your sister will be better soon. � adverb
more successfully than something else
� She sings better than her sister. � My
old knife cuts better than the new one. �
to think better of something to decide
that something is not a good idea � He
was going to drive to London, but
thought better of it when he heard the
traffic report on the news. � for the
better in a way which makes a situation
less unpleasant or difficult � Her atti-
tude has changed for the better since we
reviewed her responsibilities. � had
better or would be better it would be
sensible to � She’d better go to bed if

she’s got flu. � It would be better if you
phoned your father now.

between

between /b��twi
n/ preposition 1. with
people or things on both sides � There’s
only a thin wall between his office and
mine, so I hear everything he says. �
Don’t sit between him and his girl-
friend. 2. connecting two places � The
bus goes between Oxford and London.
3. in the period after one time and be-
fore another � I’m in a meeting between
10 o’clock and 12. � Can you come to
see me between now and next Monday?
4. within a range between two amounts
or numbers � The parcel weighs be-
tween four and five kilos. � Cherries
cost between £2 and £3 per kilo. 5. used
for comparing two or more things �
Sometimes it’s not easy to see a differ-
ence between blue and green. � She
could choose between courses in Ger-
man, Chinese or Russian. 6. among �

between you and me speaking pri-
vately � in between with things on
both sides � There’s only a thin wall be-
tween his bedroom and mine, so I hear
everything he says on the phone.

beware

beware /b��weə/ verb to be careful about
something that might be dangerous or
cause a problem � Beware of cheap im-
itations. � You need to beware of being
persuaded to spend more than you can
afford.

beyond

beyond /b��jɒnd/ preposition 1. further
away than � The post office is beyond
the bank. 2. outside the usual range of
something � The delivery date is be-
yond our control. � I can’t accept new
orders beyond the end of next year. � be-
yond someone’s means too expensive
for someone to buy � I’d love to buy a
sports car, but I think it would be beyond
my means. 3. later than � The party
went on beyond midnight.

Bible

Bible /�bab(ə)l/ noun 1. the holy book of
the Christian religion 2. an important
and useful reference book � She keeps
an old French recipe book in the kitchen
– it’s her bible.

bicycle

bicycle /�bask(ə)l/ noun a vehicle with
two wheels which you ride by pushing
on the pedals � He goes to school by bi-
cycle every day. � She’s going to do the
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