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Preface and Acknowledgment 

THIS publication is the result of the joint sugges
tion of the Office of Public Relations of Princeton 
University and the Princeton University Press. 
The wealth of illustrative material that has accu
mulated during the two hundred years of Prince
ton's history makes it seem logical to produce at 
this time a pictorial history of Princeton as college 
and university. 

The very abundance of pictures, portraits, 
manuscripts, prints, and other graphic material 
has proved a source of embarrassment. Certain 
subjects, herein suggested by a picture or two, 
would have been greatly expanded had space per
mitted. Among undergraduate activities, for exam
ple, the Triangle Club, sports, or football alone, 
would provide enough material for a book as 
large as this. The compiler—not author, since text 
has been kept at a minimum—thus presents his 
apology to those alumni and faculty who may 
wonder why some picture especially significant to 
them has been omitted. 

Mr. Edmund S. DeLong and Mr. Datus C. 
Smith, Jr., have been the guiding spirits in the 
compilation of this book; and the former has writ
ten most of the captions relating to living persons. 
Mr. Frederick S. Osborne and Mr. Dan D. Coyle 
of the Office of Public Relations, and Mr. P. J. 
Conkwright and Mrs. Helen Van Zandt of the 
University Press have also suggested valuable 
ideas, and the last two have labored over the 
problem of format and layout. To all these I am 
especially grateful. 

Certain information regarding Princeton's his
tory has been supplied by Thomas J. Wertenbaker, 
Edwards Professor of American History, who 
kindly loaned me his manuscript history of Prince
ton; by Mr. Neilson Poe, at once the Nestor and 
Ajax of Princeton athletics; and by Mr. Philip A. 
Rollins, Professor Thomas M. Parrott, Mr. Andrew 
C. Imbrie, Professor J. Duncan Spaeth, Professor 
William S. Myers, Professor Donald D. Egbert, 
Professor Henry L. Savage, and Professor Robert 
McN. McElroy. Mr. Carl Zigrosser of the Phila
delphia Museum of Art kindly made researches 
concerning the origin of the seal of the College 
of New Jersey. 

Pictures have been loaned or given to me by a 
host of alumni, faculty, friends, and offices of the 
University. The list is too long for inclusion here, 
but I must express my obligation to Mr. Albridge 
C. Smith, Mrs. Robert M. Scoon, Professor Wil
liam K. Prentice, Mr. John Jay Johns, Mr. Robert 
V. C. Whitehead, Jr., Mrs. G. Howard Bright, 
Mrs. T. Hart Anderson, and Mr. Arthur M. Con
ger. Mr. Samuel Chamberlain and the Princeton 
Print Club graciously allowed me to reproduce 
as frontispiece Mr. Chamberlain's recent dry-
point of Nassau Hall. Mr. Archibald G. Murray 
kindly permitted me to reproduce an illustration 
from his Sketches of the Sesquicentennial. 

Many of the portraits reproduced herein are 
owned by art galleries, historical societies, and by 
universities other than Princeton. Proper acknowl
edgment will be found in the caption accompany
ing each. In certain cases it has been found neces
sary to crop the portrait. Where outside portraits 
are used, they are usually superior to those owned 
by the University. 

In the compiling of pictures I have been greatly 
aided by Miss Julie Hudson and Miss Lillian 
Blease of the Treasure Room of the University 
Library. Doubtless I have annoyed them exces
sively, but they have long and cheerfully delved 
into collections and files upon my mere sugges
tion. 

Practically all the modern photographs which 
do not bear a credit line have been taken by the 
Princeton Photo Service. Their number is so great 
that I wish to acknowledge their reproduction 
here, as well as the efficient work of the staff 
undergraduates, especially that of Mr. Robert R. 
Lane. A few photographs, taken in the 1930's, are 
by Mr. Frank Kane who, having left the field of 
photography, states that he has no interest in a 
credit line. Other commercial photographers re
ceive credit lines, but mention might well be 
made here of Mr. Alan W. Richards, who took the 
aerial photographs. 

Where recognition of individuals in pictures 
depends upon memory, error invariably creeps 
in. I shall be grateful for having my attention 
called to any errors in caption or text. 

WHEATON J. LANE 
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NASSAU HALL 
From a recent drypoint by Samuel Chamberlain. 



Zke Sarly Period 1746 -ms 

THE history of Princeton falls into three natural divisions. The 
early or what might justifiably be called the heroic period of 
the College of New Jersey comprises its founding, its re
markable development under Witherspoon when it was lit
erally "a school of statesmen," and its tribulations during the 
American Revolution. The accession of Samuel Stanhope 
Smith to the presidency in 1795 marked the beginning of a 
century of history in which Princeton, after reaching a point 
at which its friends despaired of its future, slowly climbed 
until the great administration of James McCosh transformed 
it in all but name to a university. After the accession of 
Francis L. Patton in 1888, the old College of New Jersey be
came Princeton University at the time of the sesquicentennial 
anniversary. The past fifty years comprise a period of almost 
continuous growth, interrupted only by war. 

It has been truly said that education in colonial America 
was the child of religion. Princeton's predecessors, Harvard, 
William and Mary, and Yale, were all established by religious 
denominations. The College of New Jersey came into being as 
the result of the Great Awakening, that famous religious re
vival of the second quarter of the eighteenth century. Em
phasizing the need of personal religious experience, revival
ists like the Tennents and George Whitefield attracted multi
tudes of adherents. In the Presbyterian Church, these be
came known as New Lights as opposed to the Old Sides who 
preferred more conservative methods. It was this new group 
which was instrumental in the founding of Princeton. 

"The plan and foundation" was first "concocted" by four 
ministers and three laymen. Jonathan Dickinson of Elizabeth, 
Aaron Burr of Newark, John Pierson of Woodbridge, and 
Ebenezer Pemberton of New York were all in full sympathy 
with the New Lights, as were the laymen, William Smith, 
Peter Van Brugh Livingston, and William Peartree Smith, 
all of New York. Six of these were graduates of Yale and one 
of Harvard, but they were agreed that the New England col
leges were too conservative. On October 22,1746, John Ham
ilton, Acting Governor of New Jersey, affixed his signature to 
a charter empowering the seven to act as trustees of the new 
College of New Jersey. 

In May of 1747 the first handful of students met in the par
sonage of Jonathan Dickinson at Elizabeth. The College was 
now an actuality, possessing charter, trustees, faculty, and 
students. Dickinson was elected President. Later that year, 
the trustees were enlarged by the addition of several men 
formerly associated with the Log College. This school, 
founded twenty years before by the elder William Tennent, 
had been a stronghold of New Light influence; but it is in
accurate to state that the College of New Jersey grew out of 

the Neshaminy school, as several historians have claimed. 
On the death of Dickinson the College was moved to New

ark where Aaron Burr gathered the students into his house
hold. In 1748 Governor Belcher granted the College its sec
ond charter, ending the attacks of those who claimed that the 
first was illegal because Hamilton had been only Acting Gov
ernor. Belcher later became the patron of the College, giv
ing it his large library. He also broadened the board of trus
tees by including laymen from New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

With the successful raising of funds, the trustees decided 
upon a permanent location in Princeton. A mere stage stop 
for travelers, this town was chosen because of the induce
ments it offered and because of its central location. The cor
nerstone of Nassau Hall was put in place in September 1754, 
and two years later Burr and the students made the trip from 
Newark to Princeton. 

Nassau Hall, as the College now came to be known, was 
fortunate in having able Presidents; but unfortunate in that 
the early ones had short careers. Dickinson, Burr, Edwards, 
Davies, and Finley all had short administrations; and all were 
overworked. 

The arrival of John Witherspoon from Scotland in 1768 
marked the beginning of one of the most illustrious adminis
trations in Princeton's history. Endowment funds were se
cured, the faculty was enlarged, and scientific apparatus, 
including the famous Rittenhouse orrery, was acquired. Al
though a recent arrival from Britain, Witherspoon became 
an ardent champion of American rights and the College at
tracted the sons of families which were of Whig persuasion. 
His own political career, culminating in his plea for Inde
pendence and his signature to the Declaration, endeared him 
to all American patriots. 

The College of New Jersey suffered severely in the Revo
lution. Nassau Hall was pillaged by troops of both sides and 
it came under the fire of Washington's artillery in the Battle 
of Princeton. Currency inflation added greatly to financial 
troubles. But slowly the battered walls of Nassau Hall were 
restored. 

The great event of Witherspoon's administration occurred 
when Congress came to sit in Nassau Hall during the sum
mer and fall of 1783. Here Congress received General Wash
ington in August, and tendered him the thanks of the coun
try for his wartime services. In the commencement of that 
fall there were present seven signers of the Declaration and 
eleven future signers of the Constitution, many of them grad
uates of the "school of statesmen." William Peartree Smith, 
the last active trustee of the original seven, must have thought 
that the College had truly flourished under the favor of God. 
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JONATHAN DICKINSON 1747 

AARON BURR 1748-1757 
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~lte Presidents 

JONATHAN DICKINSON, elected in 1747 as the first President 
of the College of New Jersey, was the obvious and inevitable 
choice of the trustees. "The eminently learned, faithful, and 
pious" minister of the Presbyterian Church. at Elizabeth, a 
distinguished writer and theologian, a graduate of Yale in 
1706, was one of seven men who first "concocted the plan 
and foundation" of the College. 

For several years before 1747 he had conducted a school 
at his parsonage, and his scholars undoubtedly formed the 
nucleus of the small group of undergraduates which first 

• met in that year. Assisted by one tutor, President Dickinson 
gave instruction that was necessarily informal and intimate, 
perhaps not unlike that of a modern preceptorial. 

The infant College received a severe blow when he died, 
only four and a half months after the opening. Yet he had 
founded so well that, despite universal sorrow, tilere was no 
despair of the future of the institution. 

(This reproduction is from the portrait of Dickinson, 
painted by Edward L. Mooney, which hangs in the Faculty 
Room in Nassau Hall.) 

AARON BURR, the second President, took over the care of the 
infant College upon the death of Dickinson. A graduate of 
Yale in 1735, he was the youngest President to hold office. 
The College was transferred to Newark, where Burr was 
pastor of the Old First Church. 

To President Burr belongs the honor of the organization of 
the curriculum of the College, together with its ceremonies, 
and its diSCipline. The first commencement was held in the 
church in November 1748, and the ceremonies were elabo
rate. They comprised an academic procession to the church, 
and a formal reading of the new charter. Later Burr deliv
ered, as his inaugural address, a Latin oration on the value of 
liberal learning. Then followed the disputations of the six 
graduating students, likewise in Latin. Degrees were then 
bestowed, while Governor Belcher received the degree of 
Master, honoris causa. A reporter recorded that everyone was 
quite satisfied, "even the unlearned being pleased with the 
external solemnity and decorum." 

In the fall of 1756 President Burr brought the College to 
Princeton, where Nassau Hall was approaching completion. 
In his task of administration he was greatly aided by his wife 
Esther, the'daughter of Jonathan Edwards. After a year in 
Princeton he died from overwork. 

(From a copy by Edward L. Mooney in the Faculty Room, 
which is from a portrait possibly by Stuart.) 



JONATHAN EDWARDS, one of the greatest intellects America 
has produced, was President only thirty-four days. The father-
in-law of Aaron Burr, he was called to Princeton from Stock-
bridge, Massachusetts, where he was pastor and missionary 
to the Indians. 

A graduate of Yale in the class of 1720—he was just seven
teen at the time—he entered the ministry and was long set
tled at the Congregational Church in Northampton. He was 
an ardent evangelist, a friend of George Whitefield, and a 
leader in the Great Awakening; but his famous sermon, "Sin
ners in the Hands of an Angry God," was not typical. It was 
as metaphysician that Edwards won his greatest fame= his 
treatise "On the Freedom of the Will" standing as one of the 
outstanding classics of philosophical thought. 

Edwards' coming to Princeton was tragic. Smallpox was 
then prevalent and it was thought advisable to submit the 
new President to inoculation. Dr. William Shippen, co-archi
tect of Nassau Hall, came from Philadelphia for the purpose. 
Edwards died of the disease he was trying to avoid. The 
greatest American theologian of the eighteenth century fell 
a victim to the new science. 

(From a portrait of Edwards by Joseph Badger, repro
duced by courtesy of the Yale University Art Gallery.) 

SAMUEL DAVIES, fourth President, was reluctant to accept the 
call to Princeton, despite his great services to the College in 
its earliest days. In 1753, with Gilbert Tennent, he had gone 
to England to raise funds for the new institution, and their 
success had made possible the construction of Nassau Hall 
and the President's House. 

He received his education at Samuel Blair's famous acad
emy at Fagg's Manor, Pennsylvania, and thus fell heir to the 
influence of the Log College. He was early sent as an evan
gelist to Virginia, where dissenters were regarded with hos
tility. He achieved fame by personally carrying to the King 
in Council the question as to whether the Act of Toleration 
extended to the colony, and won his case. 

Despite Davies' modesty and sincere doubts as to his fit
ness for the position, he made an excellent President. Schol
arly, very eloquent in the pulpit, and receptive to new trends 
in education, he was equally liked by trustees and students. 
Like Burr, he drove himself to overwork; and tuberculosis 
took his life in 1761. His death, it is recorded, dismayed the 
College "and spread a gloom all over the country." 

(From the portrait by James Massalon that hangs in the 
Faculty Room.) 



SAMUEL FINLEY was unanimously elected President upon the 
death of Samuel Davies. Finley had been born in Ireland, 
and as a youth had come to Philadelphia determined to enter 
the ministry. It is amusing to recall that in his early career 
he accepted an invitation to preach before the "Second So
ciety" at New Haven; as this organization was not recog
nized by the authorities, he was arrested and sentenced to 
be deported from the colony as an interloper and vagrant. 

In 1744 Finley settled as a pastor at Nottingham on the 
Pennsylvania-Maryland border, where he conducted an acad
emy. He became a trustee of the College of New Jersey under 
the original charter of 1746, and reentered the board in 1751; 
ten years later he was the obvious choice for the presidency. 

Although Finley was a poor orator, he was an energetic 
and able administrator and teacher. Like all the early Presi
dents, he devoted much of this time to teaching and gave 
instruction in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. And like them too, 
he was overworked. He died in Philadelphia and was one of 
the few Presidents who was not buried in the Presidents' 
Row on Witherspoon Street. 

(From a portrait attributed to Samuel F. B. Morse which 
was painted after the portrait by John Hesselius. It is repro
duced by courtesy of Sidney E. Morse, Esq., the owner, and 
the Frick Art Reference Library.) 

JOHN WITHERSPOON became the sixth President, after refus
ing at first to leave his native Scotland. A descendant of John 
Knox and a brilliant scholar, he was graduated from the Uni
versity of Edinburgh in 1742. 

As administrator, Witherspoon set the College on a sound 
financial basis, raising funds by touring the colonies. The 
faculty was expanded by calling several professors to Prince
ton, and the curriculum was widely broadened and the lec
ture system introduced. Philosophy was enlarged so as to in
clude political science, and the study of French was also in
augurated. 

Witherspoon won wide fame in America by taking an ac
tive part in the Revolutionary movement. Princeton thus ac
quired a strong Whig reputation. A member of the Conti
nental Congress, he was one of the three Princeton signers 
of the Declaration of Independence. During the Revolution 
he performed various war services, and successfully admin
istered the College despite the depredations committed by 
the enemy. 

Under Witherspoon, Princeton was literally "a school of 
statesmen," and five of his own students were later delegates 
at the Constitutional Convention. 

In his last years Witherspoon did not live in the President's 
House, but settled at Tusculum. 

(From the portrait by Charles Willson Peale by courtesy 
of Independence Hall.) 



JCandntarks 
and Memorabilia 

THE LOG COLLEGE at Neshaminy, Penn
sylvania, founded about 1726, was a 
forerunner of Princeton. It was estab
lished by the Rev. William Tennent, 
local pastor and prominent leader in 
the evangelical group known as New 
Lights. 

Although the College of New Jersey 
was not a continuation of the Log Col
lege, supporters of the latter entered 
the board of trustees and otherwise be
came prominent. 

The First Page of the Charter of 1748. The charter of 1746 was signed by John Hamilton when he was Acting Gov
ernor; and to avoid controversy the second charter was obtained under which Princeton operates today. The two 
charters were closely similar in wording, each specifying that the College was to be non-sectarian. 
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GEORGE II OF ENGLAND, in whose reign the College of New 
Jersey Teceived its two charters. (This reproduction is from 
the portrait by Charles Jervas, court painter, that hangs in 
the Faculty Room. It replaces an earlier portrait of the King 
which was destroyed in the Battle of Princeton by a cannon
shot from Washington's army.) 

GoVERNOR JONATHAN BELCHER, here depicted in the upper 
right hand comer, was the chief patron of the College of 
New Jersey. He signed the charter of 1748. Today he is prin
cipally remembered for his modest refusal to have Nassau 
Hall named after him. Princetonians are properly grateful to 
this Harvard graduate. (From the portrait by Franz Liopoldt 
owned by the Massachusetts Historical SOciety.) 

GILBERT TENNENT, eldest son of the William Tennent who 
founded the Log College, became trustee of the College of 
New Jersey in 1747. His greatest service was his trip to Eng
land with Samuel Davies; the two were successful in raising 
funds for the construction of Nassau Hall. 
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COURTESY OF THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

An Account of the First Commencement of the College of 
New Jersey, held at Newark in November 1748. The first 
graduating class comprised six members, of whom Richard 
Stockton became the most famous. (From The New-York 
Gazette Revived in the Weekly Post-Boy, Nov. 21, 1748.) 

The Seal of the College was adopted in 1748, and was prob-
ably designed by William Peartree Smith. This trustee was a 
wealthy graduate of Yale, class of 1742, and the silversmith 
who did the engraving may have been Philip Goelet who did 
work for the Peartree family. This seal was used until 1896 
when a new one was adopted. 

Prospectus of the College, 1752. Several editions of this pam-
phlet were published to advertise the new institution and to 
appeal for funds. When Davies and Tennent were abroad on 
their trip to Britain, they had a new edition printed in Lon-
don and two in Edinburgh in 1754. 
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Commencement Theses, 1750. Besides special orations, commencement exercises comprised "scholastic disputa-
tions" by the prospective bachelors, all carried on in Latin. Commencement was an ordeal for all hands. 
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The Dawkins Engraving of 1764. This famous engraving was tally the fence in front of Nassau Hall, shown here, never 
made from a sketch drawn by one of the Tennents. Inciden- existed; and one wonders at the hills at the left. 
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A Page from President Burrs Account Book. The expendi-
tures of each student were carefully regulated. 

W I L L I A M III, Prince of Orange-Nassau, for whom Nassau 
Hall was named. (From the portrait by Caspar Netscher.) 
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Connecticut, despite its "blue laws," permitted a lottery for 
the benefit of the College of New Jersey in 1753. It resulted in 
a fair profit. The irregular cutting and design of the tickets, 
on the left side, was devised to make forgery difficult. The 
modern word, indenture, comes from this practice. 

The First Print of Nassau Hall, 1760. This engraving ap-
peared in the New American Magazine, in March 1760. The 
editor, in the accompanying article, declared that only in-
tense interest in the College warranted the cost. 

Although the College severely punished students who en-
gaged in games of chance, officials saw no harm in holding a 
lottery for the benefit of the College. New Jersey frowned 
upon Princeton's lotteries, but other colonies were more 
open-minded. Hence this lottery in Delaware in 1772. The 
proceeds constituted fifteen per cent of the prize money. 
Several lotteries were held, the good Presbyterians appar-
ently having few scruples when they got the proceeds. 

The Doolittle Engraving of Nassau Hall. It was made by 
Amos Doolittle, probably in 1776. He was a Connecticut 
Yankee who engraved portraits and historical scenes, of 
which the best known deal with the Revolution. 



This pamphlet, the first history of 
Princeton, was written by Samuel Blair, 
a tutor, in 1764. He wrote that Nassau 
Hall produced graduates "of solid and 
rational piety." 
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Doctor of Laws Diploma, 1787. The diplomas for honorary degrees were even 
larger than those for bachelors. The College of New Jersey gave an honorary 
degree in 1748 at its first commencement. James Madison 1771 received the degree 
of Doctor of Laws in 1787, after attending the Constitutional Convention. 

Bachelor of Arts Diploma, 1764. The early diplomas were large and made of parch-
ment. The diploma ribbon, to which the seal of the College was attached, was 
pink if the graduate was a member of Clio, blue if he belonged to Whig. William 
Woodhull became a leading Jersey clergyman with a flair for politics. 

The First Catalogue of the Library. 
The first Library books were those of 
Presidents Dickinson and Burr. The 
real founder was Governor Belcher 
who gave his large collection. 



The Princeton Packet was the town's first newspaper, in 1786. 
It proudly bore a woodcut of Nassau Hall. 
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Princeton's housing shortage is nothing new. In 1783, when 
Congress was in session in Nassau Hall, a survey of rooms 
was made. The survey, preserved in the Library of Con-
gress, was too disappointing, and Congress left. 

Although not a Princeton graduate, few alumni had closer 
Princeton connections than E L I A S BOUDINOT who was for 
forty-nine years (1772-1821) a trustee. He early studied law 
with Richard Stockton and became an ardent devotee of the 
Revolutionary cause. In the war he acted as commissary-
general of prisoners. He also served in the Continental Con-
gress, and in 1782 was chosen the third "President of the 
United States in Congress Assembled." He held this office 
when Congress was in session at Nassau Hall. (From the 
Charles Willson Peale portrait in the Faculty Room.) 


