


WALKING FOUR WAYS 
IN THE WIND 



PRINCETON SERIES OF CONTEMPORARY POETS 

David Wagoner, Editorial Adviser 

OTHER BOOKS IN THE SERIES 

Returning Your Call, by Leonard Nathan 

Sadness And Happiness, by Robert Pinsky 

Burn Down the Icons, by Grace Schulman 

Reservations, by James Richardson 

The Double Witness, by Ben Belitt 

Night Talk and Other Poems, by Richard Pevear 

Listeners at the Breathing Place, by Gary Miranda 

The Power to Change Geography, by Diana 0 Hehir 

An Explanation of America, by Robert Pinsky 

Signs and Wonders, by Carl Dennis 



WALKING FOUR WAYS 
IN THE WIND 

by John Allman 

P R I N C E T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  



Copyright © 1979 by Princeton University Press 
Published by Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey 

In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, Guildford, Surrey 

All Rights Reserved 
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data will be 

found on the last printed page of this book 

Publication of this book has been aided by a grant from 
the Paul Mellon Fund of Pnnceton University Press 

This book has been composed in V.I.P. Aldus 

Clothbound editions of Princeton University Press books 
are printed on acid-free paper, and binding materials are 

chosen for strength and durability 

Printed in the United States of America by Princeton 
University Press, Princeton, New Jersey 



FOR Eileen AND Jennifer 





vii 

Contents 

I 

ON THE ROOF 3 
THE MEASURE OF A DACHSHUND'S JAW 4 
HER REPERTORY 6 
CREEDMOOR: THE LOCKED WARD 7 
THE COLOR OF NEVILLE BRAND'S FRONT TEETH 10 
WIVES OF GENIUSES 11 
THE VISITORS 12 
PUMAS 15 
WIDOW 16 
GIMPEL THE FOOL 17 

II 

FREUD'S LAST DREAM 21 
THE ARTIFICE 23 
LOSING 24 
LATE MORNING 25 
THE KNUCKLER 26 
SIBLINGS 28 
MIDDLE AGE 29 
CAVE PAINTINGS 30 
SURGERY 31 

III 

RELEASE 35 



VLLL 

IV 

THE SOUL PLAYS YOU BET YOUR LIFE 

THE SOUL GROWN LAZY 

THE SOUL WALKS OUT 

KINSHIP 

THE MILD 

A FORMER LIFE 

A DEATH 

FILLING THE STRAIGHT 

DEPARTURE 

INTO 

AWAY & TOWARDS 

RETURN 

V 

NANA'S VISIT 

WIDOWER 

THE FIXER 

THE LOST WIFE 

RECONCILIATION 

YOU OWE THEM EVERYTHING 

FOR ONE WHO MOVED AWAY 

GERIATRICS 

THE WARD WIFE 

HIS CREMATION 

FINDING THEM 

PERSONAL 

THE WEEPER 

BOY 



Acknowledgments 

Poems in this collection appeared originally in the following publi
cations: 

The Attic: "On the Roof," "Filling the Straight," "For One Who Moved 
Away" 

The Beloit Poetry Journal: "Release" 
The Chowder Review: "Freud's Last Dream," "Geriatrics," "The Fixer," 

"Gimpel the Fool," "Late Morning," "The Visitors" 
Epos: "The Artifice" 
Grauido: "Boy," "Finding Them" 
Hiram Poetry Review: "A Former Life," "Pumas" 
Kansas Quarterly: "Her Repertory" 
Northeast: "Departure," "Middle Age" 
Paris Review: "The Color of Neville Brand's Front Teeth" 
Poetry: "Away & Towards," "Into," "Return" 
Poetry Americana: "A Death" 
Poetry Northwest: "Creedmoor: The Locked Ward," "Kinship," "The 

Knuckler," "The Measure of a Dachshund's Jaw," "The Soul Grown 
Lazy," "Surgery" (under the title "Operation"), "The Weeper," 
"Wives of Geniuses," "The Ward Wife," "His Cremation," "Per
sonal," "Nana's Visit," "You Owe Them Everything" 

Poetry Now: "Losing," "The Soul Plays You Bet Your Life," "The Soul 
Walks Out" 

Rocky Mountain Review of Language and Literature: "The Mild" 
Southern Poetry Review: "Widow" 
Sunbury: "Widower" 
Yes (A Magazine of Poetry): "Cave Paintings" 

Some of these poems were written under the auspices of a Faculty 
Fine Arts Fellowship in poetry granted by the Research Founda
tion of State University of New York. 


