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Pref ace
Pref ace
Pref ace

This ka lei do scope is a col lec tion of var i ous ESOL (Eng lish to speak ers of other lan guages) meth ods
and mod els or ori en ta tions for those who teach or will teach Eng lish-lan guage learn ers (ELLs). ESOL
teach ers may come in con tact with these or wish to learn them for fu ture ref er ence. The meth ods and mod -
els are not just those that we, the au thors, prac tice or rec om mend. In fact, we have tried to list as many
strat e gies and mod els or ori en ta tions as pos si ble in the hope that read ers will be able to eval u ate and dis -
cover which meth ods and mod els will work best for their par tic u lar teach ing sit u a tions.

In an at tempt to be as in clu sive as pos si ble, we have tried our best to cover the di verse realms of
ESOL teach ing. We have in cluded meth ods and ori en ta tions that are prac ticed in K–12 schools, at the col -
lege and uni ver sity level, and in adult ed u ca tion pro grams. A num ber of these meth ods and ori en ta tions
may have dif fer ent names in dif fer ent sit u a tions, and we have tried to list the vari a tions of these names.
No doubt, how ever, there are terms for these meth ods and mod els that we have not en coun tered. In fact,
there may be meth ods and mod els that we have not in cluded, al though we have tried our best to cover as
much ter ri tory as pos si ble. No meth ods, strat e gies, mod els, or ori en ta tions have been pur posely left out.
You may also no tice that some of the meth ods/strat e gies and mod els/ori en ta tions may not be in cur rent
fash ion. In an at tempt to be in clu sive we have in cor po rated these, but with com ments re gard ing what we
see as their in her ent ca ve ats.

Sug ges tions for Us ing the Text

The ESOL mod els and meth ods are listed in al pha bet i cal or der in the hand book. Vari a tions on the ori -
en ta tions’ and meth ods’ names are listed next to the name we most com monly found at tached to the method
or ori en ta tion. We have then in cluded a brief back ground on the method or model that in cludes when pos si -
ble, a the o ret i cal sum ma ri za tion of the method, its de vel op ment, and its cur rent use and ap pli ca tion.

This is fol lowed by the gen eral strat egy fre quently used to teach and/or pre pare cur ric u lum us ing this 
method or model. In an at tempt to make the strat egy eas ily ac ces si ble we have pre sented the strat egy in
steps. Nev er the less, it is pos si ble that in dif fer ent sit u a tions cer tain steps might be elim i nated or other
steps added. In or der to help read ers con cep tu al ize the method or ori en ta tion we have in cluded some ex -
am ples and ap pli ca tions. Again read ers should be aware that these ex am ples may not al ways be ap pro pri -
ate as is for their par tic u lar sit u a tion. But we would hope such ex am ples would give read ers the guid ance
needed to de velop their own ap pli ca tions.

Al though our goal is to pres ent a re source of meth ods and mod els with ob jec tiv ity and lim ited bias,
we nev er the less feel it nec es sary to pres ent ca ve ats re gard ing the meth ods and mod els as we see them. In
ad di tion, we want read ers to be aware that all meth ods and mod els may be in ap pro pri ate in cer tain sit u a -
tions, and thus, we have made com ments in the “Weak ness/Mod i fi ca tions” section re gard ing lim i ta tions
of the meth ods and ori en ta tions as well as mod i fi ca tions that can be made in dif fer ent sit u a tions.

In the pro cess of ac cu mu lat ing these meth ods and ori en ta tions we have dis cov ered that many of
them over lap, and are def i nitely not en ti ties in and of them selves. Thus, we have in cluded a “See also”
sec tion that lists other meth ods which are com pat i ble. At the end of each method and ori en ta tion we have
in cluded a list of ma te ri als in which read ers may find more in for ma tion re gard ing the method or
model. Some of these ma te ri als give the the o ret i cal and de vel op men tal back ground re gard ing the
method or model. Oth ers are col lec tions of mod els for les sons and other ap pli ca tions. The lists are by
no means ex haus tive. The ma te ri als listed were cho sen to give read ers ini tial en try into the method or
model pre sented.
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In tro duc tion
In tro duc tion
In tro duc tion

What Is ESL?

The ac ro nym ESL stands for Eng lish as a sec ond lan guage. In the United States, ESL re fers to the
teach ing of those stu dents for whom Eng lish is not a first lan guage. Some peo ple don’t like the term ESL,
point ing out that in many cases Eng lish may be the third or fourth lan guage of the stu dents. In ad di tion, in
some coun tries, like In dia, Sin ga pore, or Kenya, ESL has a slightly dif fer ent mean ing. In those places, it
re fers to the fact that Eng lish is a sec ond of fi cial lan guage that is learned in school and of ten used in gov -
ern ment and busi ness but may not be the first lan guage of the majority of people.

In fact, a num ber of other terms are used to de scribe ESL. You may see the term ESOL (Eng lish for
stu dents of other lan guages). The ac ro nym TESOL re fers to “teach ing Eng lish to stu dents of other lan -
guages.” TESOL is also the name of the pro fes sional in ter na tional or ga ni za tion of teach ers of ESOL. You 
may also see other terms such as ELL (Eng lish lan guage learn ing) and ELD (Eng lish lan guage de vel op -
ment) used to de scribe stu dents and pro grams that serve stu dents who are learn ing Eng lish as a sec ond
lan guage. You may also see the term LEP (lim ited Eng lish pro fi ciency) to de scribe ESL stu dents. How -
ever, most ESL prac ti tio ners dis like this term be cause they do not feel that ESL students are limited.

You may also see the term EFL, which stands for Eng lish as for eign lan guage. Gen er ally, EFL is
used to de scribe Eng lish teach ing that oc curs in places where Eng lish is not the na tive lan guage, and ESL
is used to de scribe Eng lish teach ing that oc curs in places like the United States, Can ada, Eng land, and
Aus tra lia where the first lan guage of most people is English.

Who Are ESL Stu dents?

In the United States, many dif fer ent peo ple are ESL stu dents. Many are K–12 stu dents, of ten im mi -
grants who have re cently ar rived with their fam i lies. In other cases, they and their fam i lies may have been
in the United States for a lon ger pe riod of time. Many im mi grant chil dren, es pe cially from ref u gee fam i -
lies, may have re sided in a num ber of coun tries be fore ar riv ing in the United States. Some of them may
have lim ited school ing. Some of them may not know how to read and write in their na tive lan guage. But
other ESL stu dents may have had very good school ing and may al ready be able to read and write in more
than one lan guage. Other stu dents who may need ESL ser vices are chil dren adopted from overseas by
American parents.

There are also na tive-born non-Eng lish stu dents who may re ceive ESL ser vices un der the um brella
of bi lin gual ed u ca tion. These may in clude Na tive Amer i cans, Pa cific Is land ers, and many His pan ics. An -
other group that some times re ceives lan guage ser vices un der the um brella of ESL are di a lect-dif fer ent
stu dents. These are stu dents who speak a di a lect of Eng lish dif fer ent from the stan dard Eng lish used in a
school or job set ting in the United States. Many of these stu dents may come from the Ca rib bean or coun -
tries such as Hong Kong and Ma lay sia where Eng lish is spo ken but the di a lect may be dif fer ent enough to
cause communication problems in the United States.

Many ESL stu dents are adults. In some cases, they are in ter na tional stu dents who have come to the
United States to study in higher ed u ca tion but need to im prove their Eng lish skills be fore en roll ing at a
col lege or uni ver sity. In other cases, they are al ready en rolled but need Eng lish sup port to help them im -
prove their Eng lish. In other cases, adults im mi grate to the United States. Like chil dren, they have a wide
range of ed u ca tion and lan guage lev els. Some adults may not be lit er ate in their own lan guage. In other
cases, adults may have ad vanced de grees from their own coun tries and al ready know a num ber of other
lan guages. Other adults come to the United States as vis it ing pro fes sion als in busi ness or gov ern ment.
While here they may want to im prove their Eng lish. Thus, the needs of ESL students can vary widely.
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