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Preface

Rewriting history is an ambitious project. Even more so when 
this involves an entire planet and features a new leading actor. 
But that is precisely what this book is about.

The history of your planet and your role in it is being rewritten to 
include a new chapter; a chapter in which you play a leading role. 
We humans, the Anthropos, have so greatly altered Earth’s 
functioning that scientists now propose to recognize this with a 
new interval of geologic time: the Anthropocene. Unlike prior 
geologic times, the proposal to mark an interval in which humans 
have become a ‘great force of nature’ has exploded across the 
scholarly world and beyond.

The future of the Anthropocene remains unsettled. Scientific 
debate still swirls among the various proposals to define an ‘age 
of  humans’, including the option of rejecting the Anthropocene 
outright. As a work in progress, no book can provide the final 
word on what the Anthropocene is or will become. My goal here 
is simpler; to provide you with the background needed to 
understand the Anthropocene as a scientific proposal and to 
explain why it has become so broadly influential. In the process, 
I hope you will become as inspired as I am to more consciously 
and proactively shape a better future for the age of humans.
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