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8. Ashurbanipal (668–631) 167
8.1 Introduction 167
8.2 The North Palace (Nineveh) 167

9. Palatial Spaces 185
9.1 Reception Room 185
9.2 Bathrooms 190
9.3 Storage Spaces 195
9.4 Courtyards and Corridors 197

10. The Palace and its Suites 205
10.1 Second Storeys 205
10.2 The Throneroom Suite 210
10.3 The Double-sided Reception Suite 219
10.4 Dual-Core Suites 222
10.5 Residential/Reception Suites 225

11. 250 Years of Late Assyrian Palaces 231
11.1 Architectural Multiplicities 231
11.2 Decorating the Palace 235
11.3 Visiting the Palace 237
11.4 Architectural Context of Late Assyrian Palaces 238
11.5 Changes Through Time 241
11.6 The Palace Community 245
11.7 Two Hundred and Fifty Years of Late Assyrian Palaces 248

Appendix: Room designations of the Northwest Palace not present
on published plans 251

Bibliography 253

General Index 277

Index of Texts 283

x CONTENT S



LIST OF FIGURES

All figures and plates by the author unless otherwise noted.

1.1 Wall paintings as found in Residence K (after Loud 1938: pl. 88; # Oriental
Institute Museum of the University of Chicago) 9

2.1 Mallowan’s plan of the Northwest Palace (# British Institute for the
Study of Iraq) 21

2.2 Northern part of the Throneroom Courtyard 27
2.3 Plan showing possible entrances into the Throneroom Courtyard 29
2.4 Throneroom Suite 31
2.5 Central Courtyard 33
2.6 Double-sided Reception Suite 35
2.7 Eastern Suite 39
2.8 King’s Suite 40
2.9 Royal Courtyard 42
2.10 Palace kitchen and service area 44
2.11 Royal graves in the southern area of the palace 47
2.12 Old Palace 51
3.1 Plan of Polish excavation in the centre of Kalḫu’s citadel (Sobolewski
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7b Northwest Palace (Kalḫu): the service and residential areas and their
relation to the State Apartments
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9 Military Palace (Kalḫu): floorplan, end of Shalmaneser III’s reign
10a Dur-Sharruken
10b Military Palace (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan.
11 Royal Palace (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan
12a Royal Palace (Dur-Sharruken): known thresholds indicating whether the

text is written in the first person, third person, or a combination of both
12b Royal Palace (Dur-Sharruken): the location of the king and crown prince

on the known reliefs of the palace, indicating the direction in which they faced
13a Citadel (Dur-Sharruken)
13b Residence M (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan
14 Residence L (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan
15a Residence K (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan
15b Residence J (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan
15c Rotes Haus (Assur): floorplan
15d Residence Z (Dur-Sharruken): floorplan



15e Großes Haus (Assur): floorplan
16a The citadel of Kujunjik (Nineveh)
16b Nineveh
17 Southwest Palace (Nineveh): floorplan
18 Boutcher’s plan of the North Palace (after Rassam 1897: facing p. 36)
19 North Palace (Nineveh): floorplan. The rooms on the lower level (basement)

are shown detached.
20a Typology of apotropaic figures
20b North Palace (Nineveh): reconstruction of the different types of apotropaic

figures in their respective doorways
21 Southwest Palace (Nineveh): reconstruction of the different types of

apotropaic figures in their respective doorways
22a Northwest Palace (Kalḫu)
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