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and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. This was a natural
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when Jack Westoby, then director of FAO’s Forest Operations Division, hired
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predict the world demand and supply of forest products. This interest, which
led ultimately to this book, was stimulated by my wonderful FAO supervisors
and colleagues: Dr. Stan Pringle, a pioneer in the application of econometrics
to forestry; Alf Leslie, a true Renaissance man, who ordered me to think on my
own; and Phil Wardle, who challenged my strongest tenets.
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logical order: J. Keith Gilless, who worked on the initial Price Endogenous
Linear Programming System (PELPS) in 1985 and tested it with a model of the
North American paper industry; Patrice Calmels, who wrote the PELPS II soft-
ware in 1990, also applying it to the paper industry; Peter Ince, who collabo-
rated on PELPS III and applied it extensively to the North American pulp and
paper sector. More recently, Yibing Zhang and Bintang Simangunsong
improved the estimation of the international demand equations used in the
GFPM, and Chia-Sheng Liu helped develop the method to calibrate the input-
output coefficients, described in Chapter 4.

Among our staunchest external supporters and collaborators I wish to thank
Mafa Chipeta, Michael Martin, and Adrian Whiteman at FAO. Mafa Chipeta
was especially instrumental in taking the responsibility that the 1999 FAO
Forest Outlook Study would be based on projections developed by my research
team at Madison in collaboration with Antti Rytkonen. The first version of the
GFPM, the FAO Provisional Outlook of 1997, resulted from this decision.
David Brooks at the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Station, took early
notice of the potential of the GFPM for policy analysis within the United States,
secured further research support, and collaborated in the study that led to
Chapter 7. G. P. Horgan, of APR Consultants, and F.M. Maplesden, of the New
Zealand Forest Research Institute, collaborated in the application in Chapter 9,
first published in the New Zealand Journal of Forestry Science. The material in
Chapter 8 originally appeared in the International Forestry Review. At Academic
Press, I thank Charles Crumly and Angela Dooley for managing this project
with care and cordial efficiency.
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Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Forest Experiment Station, by several McIntire-
Stennis grants and USDA-CREES grants, and by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations. The USDA Forest Products Laboratory in
Madison for many years also supported the research on the PELPS system.
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