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What do you need to know about making an electronic device?

So, what is an electronic device?

An electronic device invariably has three main features:

NUMBER 1 Electronic components. An electronic device is anything that 

incorporates electronic components of any description.

NUMBER 2 A printed circuit board. The electronic components which 

make up an electronic device are mounted upon a printed circuit board

— (often called just a PCB), which is a means of holding all the components 

securely while at the same time making the necessary electrical connections 

between them all.

NUMBER 3 A housing. The printed circuit board, together with all the elec-

tronic components that it holds, will be housed in a box, or a module, or a 

case. In this way the electronic components are protected from damage.

So, what’s next?
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FIGURE 1.1 An example of an electronic device — note the electronic components, the printed circuit 
board, and the housing

Electronic components
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Housings

What have we learned?

good


