
Lytton Strachey (1880–1932), one of the most famous writers of 

his time, was a prominent member of the Bloomsbury Set and 

pioneer of a new style of biography. Author of, among others, 

Landmarks, Eminent Victorians and Elizabeth and Essex (also 

Tauris Parke Paperbacks).



Tauris Parke Paperbacks is an imprint of I.B.Tauris. It is dedicated to publishing 

books in accessible paperback editions for the serious general reader within a 

wide range of categories, including biography, history, travel, art and the ancient 

world. The list includes select, critically acclaimed works of top quality writing by 

distinguished authors that continue to challenge, to inform and to inspire, These 

are books that possess those subtle but intrinsic elements that mark them out 

as something exceptional.

The Colophon of Tauris Parke Paperbacks is a representation of the ancient 

Egyptian ibis, sacred to the god Thoth, who was himself often depicted in the 

form of this most elegant of birds. Thoth was credited in antiquity as the scribe 

of the ancient Egyptian gods and as the inventor of writing and was associated 

with many aspects of wisdom and learning.



QUEEN VICTORIA

A Life

Lytton Strachey

 

TPPTPP
TA U R I S  PA R K E
P A P E R B A C K S



New paperback edition published in 2012 by Tauris Parke Paperbacks

An imprint of I.B.Tauris and Co Ltd

6 Salem Road, London W2 4BU

175 Fifth Avenue, New York NY 10010

www.ibtauris.com

Distributed in the United States and Canada Exclusively by Palgrave Macmillan

175 Fifth Avenue, New York NY 10010

First published in 1921 by Chatto & Windus

Published in 1971 by Penguin Books

Cover image: Portrait of Queen Victoria by Franz Xaver Winterhalter / The 

Royal Collection © 2011 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in a review, this book, or any 

part thereof, may not be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval 

system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of 

the publisher.

ISBN: 978 1 78076 048 3

A full CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

A full CIP record is available from the Library of Congress

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: available

Printed and bound in Sweden by SandBook AB









LIST OF PLATES

PRINCESS VICTORIA IN 1836. From a print after the 
picture of F. Winterhalter

LORD MELBOURNE. From the portrait by Sir Edwin 
Landseer, R.A., in possession of the Earl of Rosebery

QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1838. From the portrait by E. 
Corbould

PRINCE ALBERT IN 1840. From the portrait by John 
Partridge, at Buckingham Palace

QUEEN VICTORIA AND THE PRINCE CONSORT IN 1860

QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1863

QUEEN VICTORIA, PRINCE ALBERT AND THE ROYAL FAMILY. 
From the picture of F. Winterhalter at Buckingham 
Palace

QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1876. From the portrait by Von 
Angeli, in possession of Coningsby Disraeli, Esq. 
Presented by Her Majesty to the Earl of Beaconsfi eld

QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1897








































