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for Jorge, forever





So much of a writer’s life consists of assumed suffering,

rhetorical suffering, that I felt something like relief,

even elation, when the doctor told me I had cancer. . . .

Suddenly in the air was a rich sense of crisis—real crisis,

yet one that also contained echoes of the ideas of the

crisis of language, the crisis of literature, or of personality.

It seemed to me that my existence, whatever I thought,

felt, or did, had taken on a kind of meter, as in poetry.

ANATOLE BROYARD, INTOXICATED BY MY ILLNESS

The Soul unto itself

Is an imperial friend—

Or the most agonizing Spy—

An Enemy—could send—

EMILY DICKINSON
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