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INTRODUCTION 

a GINALL Y I  W A S G O I N G T O WRIT E A  BOO K ABOU T 

mothers' club s i n Chicago , comparin g thos e o f Africa n 
American, native-bor n white , Jewish, an d Italia n women . 
Although I  was able to locate many historica l material s o n 
native-born whit e mothers ' clubs , ther e wer e fe w source s 

on Africa n America n mothers ' club s o r th e kindergarten s wit h whic h 
most club s wer e affiliated . However , whe n I  turne d t o tw o Chicag o 
African America n newspaper s publishe d durin g the Progressiv e Era , th e 
Chicago Defender an d th e Broad  Ax,  I  foun d material s no t onl y o n 
kindergartens an d mothers' clubs , but also about a  multitude o f women's 
clubs—more tha n 150 . Thes e club s wer e involve d no t onl y i n kinder -
garten an d mothering , bu t als o i n suffrage , antilynchin g laws , literar y 
contests, politica l debates , embroidery , sewing , municipa l reform , phi -
losophy, youth activities , chil d welfare , car e for th e elderly , dram a study , 
safe lodgin g fo r workin g women , healt h care , orphanages , hom e life , 
and rotating economi c credit . 



In th e traditio n o f Dewe y an d othe r Progressiv e educators , I  hav e 
always hel d t o a  broa d definitio n o f education , lookin g t o nonforma l 
community institution s a s learnin g site s tha t hol d particula r promis e 
and valu e fo r study . Thi s i s especiall y tru e fo r th e Africa n America n 
communities i n Chicag o fro m 189 0 t o 1920 . Clu b wome n mad e tre -
mendous contribution s t o thei r communities , contribution s tha t hav e 
yet t o b e full y documented , chronicled , an d analyzed . Suc h contribu -
tions include d th e foundin g an d sustenanc e o f nonforma l communit y 
facilities, suc h a s kindergartens , da y nurseries , readin g rooms , employ -
ment agencies , home s fo r th e elderl y an d infirm , home s fo r workin g 
girls, yout h clubs , settlements , an d summe r outing s an d camp s fo r 
children. Workin g i n conjunctio n wit h loca l churches , businesses , an d 
urban chapter s o f nationa l organizations , Africa n America n wome n 
participated i n numerou s educationa l an d socia l uplif t activities . Presen -
tations throug h forums , debates , discussions , oratories , addresses , an d 
lyceums no t onl y gav e voic e t o th e clu b women' s perspective s o n 
community concerns , bu t als o socialized young girl s into a  political an d 
social consciousness . Throug h fund-raisin g activitie s a s variou s a s ba -
zaars, raffles , picnics , dances , theate r productions , an d musica l concerts , 
club wome n financiall y supporte d th e institution s the y create d an d 
provided in-kin d gift s an d money s t o poore r Africa n American s i n 
Chicago. Furthermore , suc h occasion s provide d ric h context s fo r cele -
brating African America n tradition s an d culture . 

This i s no t t o sugges t tha t ther e wa s onl y on e Africa n America n 
community i n Chicago . Ther e wer e many  o f them , i n th e neighbor -
hoods o f Woodlawn, Englewood , Hyd e Park , Evanston , Morga n Park , 
and th e Blac k Belt . Thes e communitie s wer e stratifie d accordin g t o 
social class, educational attainment , an d type o f employment. Lik e man y 
other cities , Chicag o ha d it s ow n Africa n America n "Elit e 400, " wh o 
attended exclusiv e socia l clubs , charit y balls , dances , an d promenades . 
Although thi s sid e o f history i s not alway s included i n th e clu b scholar -
ship, i t i s critica l t o full y understandin g th e live s an d deed s o f the clu b 
women. Fo r thi s reason , a  social clas s stratification model , whic h exam -
ines notion s o f class , status , an d prestige , i s used . Suc h a  mode l relie s 
heavily o n Weber' s concept s o f class , party , an d status , a s well a s on hi s 
concern wit h multidimensionality . 

However, socia l stratification i s only on e par t o f the history . A  multi -
layered analysi s i s necessar y t o portra y th e complexit y an d richnes s o f 
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the Africa n America n women' s clubs . Therefore , I  dra w als o fro m 
sociological, historical , an d anthropologica l framework s tha t examin e 
the cultura l expression s an d practice s o f the women' s clubs , particularl y 
as they were grounde d i n communit y way s o f knowing an d doing . Th e 
central question s wer e these : What wa s culturall y uniqu e abou t Africa n 
American women' s clubs ? Ho w wer e the y differen t fro m othe r ethni c 
women's clubs ? Th e answer s t o thes e question s entaile d a  thoroug h 
examination o f th e economic , social , political , an d cultura l aspect s o f 
the many African America n communitie s an d thei r socia l institutions i n 
Chicago. Wha t I  found wa s a  web o f various issues , agendas , practices , 
and ideologie s no t onl y withi n th e communities , bu t withi n th e wom -
en's clubs a s well. 

In addition to social stratification an d an examination o f a communit y 
ethos, th e analysi s relie s upo n feminis t scholarship , particularl y fro m a n 
African America n femal e perspective . I n particular , I  a m partia l t o 
historical an d sociologica l scholarshi p tha t insist s o n th e interlockin g o f 
race, class , an d gender . Th e historica l wor k o f clu b scholar s Darlen e 
Clark Hine , Debora h Gra y White , Doroth y Salem , an d man y other s 
come readil y t o mind . I n term s o f sociological studies , thos e by Bonni e 
Thornton Dill , Patrici a Hil l Collins , an d Chery l Townsen d Gilke s hav e 
continually reminde d m e o f ho w critica l i t i s t o groun d scholarl y 
interpretations i n th e dail y experiences o f people's lives. 

I di d no t limi t m y stud y t o th e contemporar y voice s o f feminis t 
scholarship. Perhap s mos t importantly , I  hav e draw n fro m th e Africa n 
American clu b wome n themselves . Indeed , man y clu b wome n wrot e 
their view s o n femal e suffrage , th e importanc e o f hom e life , mother -
hood, communit y uplift , an d rac e progres s i n Africa n America n maga -
zines, journals, an d newspapers . Man y delivere d addresse s an d speeches , 
wrote editorial s an d letters , an d kep t clu b records . Suc h documentatio n 
has provide d anothe r laye r o f historica l sources , wit h th e momentou s 
challenge o f teasin g ou t th e rhetori c an d ideolog y fro m th e actua l 
practices and activities of the club women. (Thi s was especially problem -
atic give n th e lac k o f archiva l material s o n Africa n America n clu b 
women i n Chicago. ) Eac h issu e revealed it s own complexity , whethe r i t 
was deliberatin g o n a n alderma n candidate , discussin g th e merit s o f 
industrial education, o r inspecting the vice areas in Chicago's Black Belt . 
Often ther e was no singl e view; when ther e was agreement , th e reason s 
might b e various . I  discus s mor e full y belo w th e thre e interlockin g 

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

 

3 



frameworks o f social clas s stratification, communit y emics , an d feminis t 
scholarship. 

A Weberia n stratificatio n mode l move s beyon d tha t o f Marx , i n tha t 
social clas s an d positio n ar e no t simpl y relate d t o a n economi c frame -
work. Rather , i t fleshe s ou t socia l clas s positionin g t o includ e th e 
concepts o f privilege, status , an d prestige, particularly i n term s o f grou p 
legitimacy. Webe r foun d status  group s particularl y worth y o f study , 
because the y reflecte d practices , expressions , an d lifestyle s o f particula r 
social classes. His concept o f parties or power groups is particularly usefu l 
for understandin g th e pattern s o f leadershi p i n th e Africa n America n 
communities, especially as they were expressed in the various institution s 
of church , clubs , an d politica l organizations . Thes e thre e interrelate d 
concepts o f class , status , an d partie s provid e u s wit h a n analysi s tha t i s 
multidimensional an d attempt s t o arriv e a t a n understandin g o f th e 
subjective meaning s o f individuals involved. 1 

A Weberian framework i s critical for examinin g the African America n 
women's clubs . A s wil l becom e eviden t throughou t th e book , ther e 
were man y type s o f Africa n America n women' s club s i n Chicago . 
Although socia l uplif t activitie s wer e expecte d an d embedde d i n man y 
of th e clubs ' functions , mos t Africa n America n clu b wome n wer e o f 
middle- o r upper-clas s status . Statu s was measured i n variou s ways . Fo r 
example, certai n club s reserve d membershi p fo r thos e fro m th e first 
African America n familie s i n Chicago . Som e club s proudl y describe d 
themselves a s "elite " an d "exclusive. " Matrimon y club s selecte d mem -
bers fro m prominen t families , thu s ensurin g tha t one' s socia l clas s posi -
tion would no t b e compromise d i n th e future . 

However, thi s framework , i f use d alone , woul d grossl y distor t th e 
history o f Africa n America n communities . Despit e socia l clas s differ -
ences, African American s in Chicag o were united through th e historica l 
and persisten t practice s o f racism . Ther e wer e als o cultura l expression s 
that crosse d ove r socia l clas s lines, uniting Africa n America n communi -
ties throughout Chicago . Suc h unit y wa s critica l i n politica l campaigns , 
in advocatin g fo r antidiscriminator y legislation , i n creatin g communit y 
facilities, an d i n fund-raisin g efforts . A  mode l i s needed , then , tha t 
also examine s cultura l an d communit y practices , t o provid e a n emi c 
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perspective. T o arriv e a t suc h a n understanding , I  referre d t o Africa n 
American newspapers , journals , magazines , addresses , an d speeche s a s 
primary sources . I n particular , th e women's , church , an d societ y col -
umns o f the Chicag o newspaper s containe d contextuall y ric h informa -
tion on the women's clubs . Editorials an d letters written fo r the newspa -
pers reflecte d divers e perspective s o n political , social , economic , an d 
even moral issues. These voices represented various organizations withi n 
the Chicag o communities : churches , settlements , women' s an d men' s 
clubs, an d loca l chapter s o f national organizations , suc h a s the Nationa l 
Association fo r th e Advancemen t o f Colore d Peopl e (NAACP ) o r th e 
National Urba n League . 

In thes e multipl e source s I  found man y cultura l practices an d expres -
sions tha t wer e uniqu e t o th e Africa n America n communitie s i n Chi -
cago. Fo r example , lyceum s fo r th e youth s continue d th e literat e an d 
oral tradition s o f oratory , elocution , an d dramati c rendition s tha t date d 
back t o th e all-da y churc h meeting s durin g slavery . Africa n America n 
jubilee quartets , choirs , an d orchestra s performe d a t charit y ball s an d 
other fund-raisin g events . Paul Laurence Dunbar' s poetr y an d Frederic k 
Douglass's addresse s wer e frequentl y rea d an d recite d a t th e clu b meet -
ings. Certai n annua l celebrations , suc h a s Emancipatio n Da y o n th e 
first o f January, Mothers ' Day , an d Frederic k Douglass' s an d Abraha m 
Lincoln's birthdays , hel d particula r cultura l significanc e fo r Africa n 
Americans. I n th e traditio n o f "othe r mothering, " clu b wome n se t u p 
kindergartens, nurseries , and homes for th e aged . At their clu b meeting s 
they gav e testimonials an d recitations an d enjoye d spiritual s an d popula r 
African America n song s on the victrola. Even fund-raising effort s b y th e 
club wome n relie d o n th e traditiona l handiwor k o f quilting , knitting , 
and embroidery . Suc h richnes s wa s documente d an d examine d withi n 
these multipl e conceptua l frameworks . 

Even economi c matter s becam e subjec t t o multipl e interpretations . 
For example , a  Marxis t analysi s woul d interpre t th e elaborat e evenin g 
gowns o f clu b wome n o r thei r expensiv e prize s i n whis t contest s a s 
examples o f cultural capital . However , ther e ar e othe r interpretation s t o 
consider. First , supporting local dressmakers and hairdressers kept mone y 
circulating in th e African America n communities , a n issue that receive d 
as muc h attentio n the n a s i t doe s today . On e coul d argu e tha t a  clu b 
woman wa s not simpl y buying a  dress. Rather, sh e was helping t o kee p 
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food o n th e table , to pay the rent , an d t o kee p a  dressmaker in business . 
Embedded i n suc h busines s transactions , then , wer e socia l and commu -
nity transactions . Second , thes e smal l businesses allowed women a  liveli-
hood, in addition to giving them an opportunity to work in their homes, 
where the y coul d car e for thei r children . Employment opportunitie s fo r 
African America n wome n wer e severel y restricted , mos t o f them work -
ing a s domesti c servants , laundr y workers , an d cooks . Third , th e aes -
thetic an d technica l skill s o f dressmakers , hairdressers , milliners , an d 
beauty culturist s deserv e acknowledgment . Man y o f th e clu b women' s 
dresses wer e intricatel y designe d an d embellishe d wit h importe d Iris h 
lace an d crochete d collars . Severa l Africa n America n milline r shops , 
located o n Stat e Street—th e fashio n hu b o f Chicago—wer e s o re -
nowned tha t a  number o f wealthy white wome n patronize d them . 

The thir d an d las t framework , tha t o f feminis t scholarship , attempt s 
to portra y th e perspectiv e o f the clu b wome n an d o f African America n 
female scholars . A s mentioned , I  hav e relie d mostl y upo n scholarshi p 
that is grounded in the daily experiences of community members , as well 
as tha t whic h acknowledge s ho w race , class , an d gende r ar e intricatel y 
connected. However , I  would ad d a  fourth dimension , tha t o f regional-
ism, whic h wa s particularl y significan t becaus e o f th e migratio n o f 
Southern Africa n American s t o Chicago . Th e clu b women' s view s 
ranged fro m traditional , eve n conservativ e a t times , t o wha t w e migh t 
consider progressiv e an d visionary . Fo r example , som e wome n wer e 
disinterested i n th e vote ; som e though t tha t wome n shouldn' t meddl e 
in wha t wa s a  man's affair . Other s proteste d an d marche d fo r it . Thes e 
multiple view s ar e presente d i n th e book , a s they portra y th e comple x 
and ric h texture s o f club life an d communit y uplift . 

In chapte r 1  th e discourses , ideologies , motifs , an d image s o f th e clu b 
women ar e examined . I  argu e tha t th e clu b wome n conjoine d th e 
dominant ideologie s o f true womanhood , progressiv e maternalism , th e 
Republican motherhood , an d municipa l housekeepin g t o thei r ow n 
culturally veritabl e beliefs . Althoug h motherhoo d an d hom e lif e wer e 
twin concern s o f th e women' s clu b movemen t i n general , th e roles , 
practices, and images o f African America n wome n wer e quintessentiall y 
singular. Historically denied the opportunity o f expressing their mother -
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hood i n culturall y specifi c ways , th e clu b wome n articulate d thei r ow n 
vision—rooted i n the communit y more s o f "other mothering, " a  deep-
seated Christianity , an d a n admixtur e o f Du Boisia n an d Washingtonia n 
tenets. Respectability , tucke d withi n th e prevailin g concern s o f rac e 
advancement an d progress , assume d gendere d an d classe d forms a s clu b 
women constructe d various layers of sisterhood and allegiances to poore r 
women whil e als o maintainin g clas s distinctions . Suc h position s wer e 
not contradictory . Rather , the y pointe d t o a  resilienc e i n th e clu b 
women's rhetoric, demonstrated by adapting their language to the multi -
ple audiences o f African America n men , whit e clu b women, an d poore r 
African America n women . 

Chapter 2  trace s th e historie s o f the variou s Africa n America n com -
munities i n Chicago , i n particula r examinin g clas s stratification throug h 
shifting residentia l patterns , churc h an d clu b life , an d th e formatio n o f 
Chicago's Blac k Belt . A s Chicago' s Africa n America n populatio n in -
creased durin g th e 1890s , tension s betwee n th e Africa n America n elit e 
and th e middl e clas s emerged , althoug h a s members o f the "Elit e 400, " 
they mutuall y participate d i n charit y events . Proceeding s fro m thei r 
charity balls , dances , whis t tournaments , an d theate r production s wer e 
collected fo r th e newl y create d settlements , missions , kindergartens, da y 
nurseries, an d othe r facilities . Locate d primarily i n the Black Belt , thes e 
institutions provide d lodging , employmen t referrals , da y care , manua l 
and industria l training , an d healt h service s t o th e increasin g numbe r 
of Souther n migrants . Again , socia l distinction s an d concern s wer e 
intertwined, a s the clu b wome n sustaine d thes e communit y institution s 
through exclusiv e philanthropic events . 

The politica l activitie s o f th e clu b wome n ar e detaile d i n chapte r 3 . 
Because suffrag e wa s on e o f the primar y concerns , muc h o f the discus -
sion i s devoted t o th e clu b women' s involvemen t i n political campaigns , 
voter registration , an d suffrag e debate s an d parades . Th e clu b wome n 
played a  decidedly key role in th e electio n o f the first  African America n 
alderman in Chicago, Oscar de Priest. Nonetheless , I  conclude that thei r 
potential fo r politica l leadershi p wa s limited , becaus e i t wa s primaril y 
circumscribed aroun d thei r traditiona l femal e role s a s guardians o f chil -
dren an d th e family . Thi s i s not t o sugges t tha t th e clu b women di d no t 
protest discriminatio n i n employmen t o r wor k towar d antilynchin g 
legislation an d lega l redress . Ther e ar e numerou s example s o f letter -
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writing campaigns , editorials , forums , an d discussion s o n thes e matters . 
However, th e clu b women' s influenc e i n thes e arena s was tenuous ; the y 
wielded littl e power i n the larger business and political world . 

Four socia l welfar e institution s o r "othe r homes " create d an d sus -
tained by the African America n women' s club s are examined i n chapte r 
4: th e Louis e Juvenil e Hom e an d schoo l fo r dependen t boys ; th e 
Amanda Smit h Hom e an d schoo l fo r dependen t girls ; th e Phylli s 
Wheatley Hom e fo r youn g workin g girls ; an d th e Hom e fo r th e Age d 
and Infir m Colore d People . Th e financia l an d administrativ e autonom y 
of th e firs t tw o homes , an d late r schools , wa s complicate d b y thei r 
affiliation wit h th e Coo k Count y Juvenile Court . Facilitie s fo r Africa n 
American dependen t an d delinquen t childre n wer e limited , s o th e de -
mands place d upo n thes e tw o home s ofte n exceede d thei r capacities . 
But th e founders , Elizabet h McDonal d an d Amand a Smith , informe d 
by thei r respectiv e rescu e an d missio n work , turne d n o childre n away . 
Although th e club women assiste d through fund-raising, donatin g cloth -
ing an d Christma s gifts , an d visitin g th e children , thei r effort s wer e 
more directe d towar d th e Phylli s Wheatle y Hom e an d th e Ol d Folks ' 
Home (a n alternativ e nam e fo r th e Hom e fo r th e Age d an d Infir m 
Colored People) . Th e clubs ' networkin g an d collaborativ e fund-raisin g 
activities ensure d th e latte r tw o homes ' financia l security . Th e homes ' 
annual report s indicate d th e dee p involvemen t o f many o f the women' s 
clubs, throug h in-kin d gift s o f foo d an d clothing , contribution s t o th e 
coal fund, monetar y donations , an d providing "goo d cheer " o r counse l 
to th e elderl y an d t o th e youn g workin g girls . Truly , th e clu b wome n 
considered these communit y institutions , whereas the homes for depen -
dent children , becaus e o f their cour t entanglements , wer e less so. 

Five Africa n America n settlement s an d thei r program s fo r youn g 
children, youths , an d workin g wome n ar e discusse d i n chapte r 5 . Th e 
chapter begins with a n examinatio n o f the mainstrea m socia l settlemen t 
workers' ideologie s a s compare d t o Africa n Americans ' belief s an d 
practices. Although ther e wer e point s o f convergence , ther e wer e thre e 
essential differences . First , whit e settlemen t worker s focuse d mor e o n 
racialized difference s betwee n immigrant s an d Africa n Americans , 
whereas African America n reformer s cite d clas s and regiona l disparities , 
especially among African Americans . Second, white workers formulate d 
African Americans ' "maladjustment " t o urba n lif e a s a n inabilit y t o 
"assimilate"; conversely , Africa n American s frame d th e issue s a s ones o f 
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segregation, discrimination , an d difficul t urba n conditions . Third, unlik e 
white reformer s wh o viewe d Africa n American s a s uproote d an d dis -
connected fro m thei r tradition s an d customs , Africa n America n socia l 
workers and reformers spok e o f the loss of dignity and family lif e durin g 
slavery. 

Furthermore, man y o f th e Africa n America n settlemen t worker s 
discussed how thei r practice s wer e informe d b y a  deep-seated Christia n 
faith. Thei r religiou s expression s wer e reflecte d i n th e rang e o f socia l 
service institution s create d withi n th e Africa n America n communities : 
church missions , socia l centers , an d settlements , whic h wer e ofte n les s 
secular tha n nondenominational . Th e settlemen t founder s an d worker s 
especially nurture d thes e churc h affiliations , althoug h no t specifi c de -
nominations, thereb y creatin g collaborativ e web s o f community institu -
tions an d support . 

The clu b women' s involvemen t wa s critica l i n th e sustenanc e o f th e 
settlements. The y supervise d kindergarten s an d da y nurseries ; the y 
taught domesti c classe s in sewing , crocheting , an d embroidery ; an d the y 
chaperoned danc e club s fo r youths . Th e variou s settlemen t activitie s 
were not merely social or educative but also had economic value . Sewin g 
classes, accordin g t o Clote e Scott , provide d anothe r employmen t alter -
native t o women , beside s domesti c an d laundr y work . Da y nurserie s 
and kindergarten s provide d chil d car e fo r wome n wh o previousl y ma y 
have ha d t o leav e th e younge r childre n i n th e car e o f a n olde r sibling . 
Employment referra l agencies were organized to assis t women in procur -
ing respectable employment . 

Chapter 6  begin s wit h a  discussio n o f th e historica l antecedent s o f 
the Africa n America n literar y clubs : th e literar y societies , th e lyceums , 
and th e chautauqu a movement . A s picture d i n th e novel s o f France s 
Ellen Watkins Harper an d Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins , African America n 
women forme d literar y societie s an d circle s i n whic h the y spok e o n 
political an d socia l issue s whil e developin g thei r elocutio n an d literar y 
skills. Th e "literature " o f th e forme r societies , an d o f th e Chicag o 
literary clubs , embrace d man y topic s an d genres , a s th e writte n wor d 
was merged wit h th e spoken , an d socia l and politica l uplif t wit h literar y 
discussion. Th e Africa n America n femal e literar y club s i n Chicag o ar e 
examined alongsid e thos e o f white women , reflectin g how , onc e again , 
African America n women persiste d in the dua l purpose o f self-improve -
ment an d communit y uplift . T o illustrate , th e clu b wome n sponsore d 
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dramatic productions , musicals , an d literar y contests , whic h provide d 
educative experience s an d raise d much-neede d money s fo r th e poor . 
These twi n role s wer e enacte d throug h th e churc h lyceum s a s well . 
Women no t onl y spok e befor e th e audience s o n th e "female " issue s o f 
children's welfare , probatio n work , an d hom e life , bu t als o forme d 
lyceums fo r youths . Throug h participatio n i n essa y contests , debates , 
and oratory , the young were socialized into communit y forms o f knowl-
edge an d activis m an d provide d wit h "wholesome " form s o f entertain -
ment. 

Whist clubs , dancing clubs, and matrimony clubs—whic h wer e ofte n 
considered frivolou s an d self-indulgent—ar e explore d i n chapte r 7 . O n 
the surfac e the y seeme d t o b e superficia l becaus e suc h club s wer e 
primarily engage d i n whist , progressiv e whist , an d law n tennis ; six -
course luncheons ; masquerades ; an d dancin g parties . Ye t suc h activitie s 
were no t alway s self-serving . Ove r tea s an d extravaganzas , charit y case s 
were discusse d an d resolved ; mone y fo r th e poo r wa s ofte n collecte d 
during whis t tournaments . Furthermore , ther e were multipl e economi c 
tiers embedde d i n thes e socia l extravaganzas . Suc h philanthropi c event s 
benefited bot h th e poo r an d th e man y wome n engage d i n th e servic e 
businesses o f dressmaking , milliner y work , beaut y culture , an d chirop -
ody who relie d upon th e clu b women's patronage . 

As th e followin g chapter s document , th e clu b wome n wer e instru -
mental i n foundin g an d sustainin g a  multitude o f social welfare institu -
tions. Thei r voluntee r effort s i n th e Secon d Ward' s politica l campaign s 
were crucia l i n term s o f vote r registration , coalitio n building , an d th e 
election o f th e firs t Africa n America n alderman . Throug h thei r club s 
they not onl y engaged in literary, musical , an d educationa l activities , bu t 
also sponsore d variou s fund-raiser s t o suppor t th e communit y institu -
tions the y created . A s Fanni e Barrie r William s testified , th e Africa n 
American wome n o f Chicag o displaye d a  "passion " fo r club s tha t pro -
moted refinemen t a s wel l a s socia l uplift. 2 Tru e t o th e mott o o f th e 
National Associatio n o f Colore d Wome n (NACW) , th e Chicag o clu b 
women "lifted " other s while they , indeed , "climbed. " 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN 

CLUB WOMEN'S IDEOLOGIE S 

AND DISCOURSE S 

• H E AFRICA N AMERICA N CLU B W O M E N ' S MOVEMEN T 

evoked multipl e ideologies , discourses , motifs , an d image s 
of womanhood, motherhood , an d hom e life . Clu b mem -
bers conjoine d th e dominan t ideologie s o f the cul t o f true 
womanhood, progressiv e maternalism , th e Republica n 

motherhood, an d municipa l housekeepin g wit h culturall y specifi c 
ones: African America n Christianity , Booke r T . Washington's industria l 
education, an d W. E. B. Du Bois' s model of "talented tenth " leadership. 1 

For example , th e clu b women' s allegiance s t o Booke r T . Washingto n 
and W. E. B . Du Boi s were no t neatl y cleaved , a s they wedded self-hel p 
strategies t o politica l protest. 2 Likewise , i n promotin g femal e suffrage , 
the Africa n America n clu b wome n no t onl y espouse d th e tenet s o f 
the Republica n motherhood , progressiv e maternalism , an d municipa l 
housekeeping bu t als o emphasize d thei r traditiona l communit y role s a s 
"other mothers " an d caretakers. 3 Suc h admixture s pointe d t o th e com -
plex way s i n whic h Africa n America n clu b wome n mediate d variou s 
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