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In ancient Syracuse, on 
the island of Sicily,  
Damon and Pythias were 
best friends. But when a 
cruel ruler condemned  
Pythias to death for  
speaking out against him, 
the friendship was put to 
the ultimate test.
	 For over two thousand 
years, this powerful story  
of trust and loyalty has  
inspired listeners and readers. 
Teresa Bateman’s vivid  
retelling and Layne Johnson’s 
stunning paintings bring it 
to new life for today’s  
audience.
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B
a

t
e

m
a

n
  •   jo

h
n

so
n

	
   D

AMON





, PY
TH


IAS

, a
n

d
 t

h
e

 t
e

st
 o

f
 f

r
ie

n
d

sh
ip

Teresa 
Bateman
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Teresa Bateman comes from a large family 
of voracious readers. Her childhood home 
was stacked with books, among them a 
treasury which included the legend of 
Damon and Pythias. She reread this 
inspiring story until, literally, it fell apart. 
Teresa hopes a new generation will find 
the story as thought-provoking and 
valuable as she did. (And if you want to 
read it until it falls to pieces, that’s OK 
with her, too!) 

Layne Johnson has illustrated more 
than a dozen picture books for children, 
including Christmas for a Kitten and 
Farmer George Plants a Nation. When 
not painting, he loves spending time 
with his family, gardening, and travel-
ing to historic sites. While researching 
this book, Layne visited Sicily, Italy, and 
climbed Mount Etna (pictured in the 
book). He lives in Texas, where his wife 
and family help him pick tomatoes from 
his garden.
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For Joshua, who has already taught us much  
about faith and courage.—t.b.

To Brett—I’m proud you’re my son and  
also one of my best friends.—l.j.
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The design is by Carol Gildar.
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The names in this story are from the Greek language.  
Their pronunciations are: Damon (DAY muhn); Pythias (PIHTH ee uhs);  
and Dionysius (Dy uh NIHSH ee us).
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