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RF PHOTONIC TECHNOLOGY IN OPTICAL
FIBER LINKS

In many applications, radio-frequency (RF) signals need to be transmitted and pro-
cessed without being digitalized. These analog applications include CATV, antenna
remoting, phased array antenna and radar amongst others. Optical fiber provides
a transmission medium in which RF modulated optical carriers can be transmitted
and distributed with very low loss. With modulation and demodulation of the opti-
cal carrier at the sending and receiving ends, the optical fiber system functions like
a low-loss analog RF transmission, distribution, and signal processing system. RF
photonic fiber technology has particular advantages in that it is more efficient, less
complex, and less costly than conventional electronic systems, especially at high mi-
crowave and millimeter wave frequencies. Analog signal processing of RF signals
can be achieved optically while the signal is being transmitted along the optical car-
rier. Examples of such processing techniques include up- and down-conversion of
RF frequencies, true time delay of RF signals, and optical distribution of RF clocks.
This volume presents a review of RF photonic components, transmission sys-
tems, and signal processing examples in optical fibers from the leading academic,
government, and industry scientists working in this field. It discusses important
concepts such as RF efficiency, nonlinear distortion, spurious free dynamic range,
and noise figures. This is followed by an introduction to various related technolo-
gies such as direct modulation of laser sources, external modulation techniques
(including lithium niobate modulators, polymer modulators and semiconductor
electroabsorption modulators), and detectors. In addition, several examples of RF
photonic signal processing technology, such as the phased array, the optoelectronic
oscillator, and up and down RF frequency conversion and mixing, are presented.
These will stimulate new ideas for applications in RF photonic signal processing.
RF Photonic Technology in Optical Fiber Links will be a valuable reference
source for professionals and academics engaged in the research and development
of optical fibers and analog RF applications. The text is aimed at engineers and
scientists with a graduate-school education in physics or engineering. With an
emphasis on design, performance, and practical application, this book will be of
particular interest to those developing novel systems based on this technology.

WiLLiAM CHANG pioneered microwave laser and optical laser research at
Stanford University between 1957 and 1959, whilst working as a lecturer and re-
search associate. He subsequently joined the Ohio State University and established
quantum electronic research there between 1959 and 1962. He became Professor



and Chairman of the Electrical Engineering Department at Washington University,
St. Louis in 1965, where he initiated research into guided wave and opto-electronic
devices. In 1979 Professor Chang joined the University of California at San Diego
and founded the well-known electronic device and materials group, as well as chair-
ing the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering from 1993 to 1996. He
was made an Emeritus Professor of the department in 1997. Professor Chang has
published more than 140 research papers on optical guided-wave research which in
recent years have focused particularly on multiple quantum well electroabsorption
modulators in III-V semiconductors.



RF PHOTONIC TECHNOLOGY
IN OPTICAL FIBER LINKS

Edited by

WILLIAM S. C. CHANG
University of California, San Diego

#5 CAMBRIDGE
%P UNIVERSITY PRESS



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2ru, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521803755

© Cambridge University Press 2002

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provision of
relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place
without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published in print format 2002

ISBN-13  978-0-511-05728-1 eBook (Adobe Reader)
ISBN-1I0 (-511-05728-8 eBook (Adobe Reader)

ISBN-13 978-0-521-80375-5 hardback
ISBN-10 (0-521-80375-6 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this book, and does not
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521803755

Contents

List of contributors page xiii
Introduction and preface XV
Figures of merit and performance analysis of photonic microwave

links Charles Cox and William S. C. Chang
1.1 Introduction

1
1
3
1.2.1 The pfn, o/ Ps of directly modulated laser links 5
9

1.2 Gain and frequency response
1.2.2 The pﬁl, o/ Ps of external modulation links
1.2.3 The p,/ p[ziﬁ ., of photodetectors 15
1.2.4 General comments on link gain 17
1.3 Noise figure 18
1.3.1 Noise sources and their models 19
1.3.2 Noise figure analysis of representative links 21
1.3.3 Limits on noise figure 24
1.4 Distortions in RF links 25
1.4.1 A graphical illustration of SFDR 28
1.4.2 An alternative graphical representation of nth order
distortion free DR 30
1.4.3 General comments on dynamic range 32
1.5 Summary and conclusion 32
References 33
RF subcarrier links in local access networks  Xiaolin Lu 35
2.1 Introduction 35
2.2 Overview of local access networks 36
2.2.1 Broadcast networks 36
2.2.2  Switched networks 37
2.2.3 Evolution and revolution 38



vi

Contents

2.3 RF subcarrier lightwave technology
2.3.1 Linear lightwave technology
2.3.2 Low-cost lightwave
2.4 System design and requirements
2.4.1 End-to-end HFC system design
2.4.2  Architecture evolution and its impact
2.5 Summary
References
Analog modulation of semiconductor lasers Joachim Piprek and
John E. Bowers
3.1 Introduction
3.2 Laser diode fundamentals
3.2.1 Gain, loss and recombination rates
3.2.2  Basic laser structures
3.2.3 Threshold current and slope efficiency
3.3 Rate equation analysis
3.3.1 Single mode rate equations
3.3.2 Small signal analysis
3.3.3 Equivalent circuits and parasitics
3.4 Intensity modulation
3.4.1 Fundamental response characteristics
3.4.2 Intensity noise
3.4.3 Harmonic and intermodulation distortion
3.4.4 Dynamic range
3.5 Frequency modulation
3.5.1 Modulation characteristics
3.5.2 Frequency noise and linewidth
3.6 Conclusion
References
LiNbOj3 external modulators and their use in high performance
analog links Gary E. Betts
4.1 Introduction
4.2 Basic modulator designs
4.2.1 Mach-Zehnder interferometric modulator
4.2.2 Directional coupler
4.2.3 Other designs based on refractive index change
4.2.4 Electroabsorption
4.2.5 Specific details of lithium niobate material
4.3 Modulator effects on link performance
4.3.1 Link transfer function (gain and distortion)

38
39
46
48
48
50

53

60
62
63
63
65
66
67
67
68
70
72
74
74
75
76
76

81
81
82
84
90
95
98
99
103
103



Contents

4.3.2 Linearization

4.3.3 Optimization of link performance (noise figure and
dynamic range)

References

5 Broadband traveling wave modulators in LiNbO;  Marta
M. Howerton and William K. Burns

5.1
5.2

53

54

55

5.6

5.7

Introduction

Early work

5.2.1 Basic traveling wave design and velocity mismatch
derivation

5.2.2 Electrode structures

5.2.3 Early broadband traveling wave modulators

5.2.4 Attificial velocity matching

True velocity matching

5.3.1 Tailoring the buffer layer and electrode geometry

5.3.2 Effect of electrode wall angle

Microwave loss

5.4.1 Coupling to substrate modes

5.4.2 Losses in active and non-active regions

5.4.3 Dependence of optical response on microwave loss,
velocity mismatch, and impedance mismatch

5.4.4 Low frequency acoustic effects

Etched ridge modulator

5.5.1 Motivation and design

5.5.2 Performance

Trend to low V, devices

5.6.1 Long single-pass modulator and reflection modulator

5.6.2 Further research on low drive voltage, broadband
modulators

5.6.3 Voltage minimization design

Conclusion

References

6 Multiple quantum well electroabsorption modulators for RF
photonic links  William S. C. Chang

6.1

6.2

Introduction

6.1.1 Introduction to the MQW EA modulator

6.1.2 Exciton absorption and the quantum confined Stark
effect (QCSE)

6.1.3 Figures of merit of EA modulators

Analysis and design of p-i-n modulators

vii

111

121
129

133
133
134

134
137
138
139
143
143
146
147
147
150

151
153
154
154
155
158
158

160
160
162
162

165
165
167

173
175
179



viii

6.3

6.4

6.5
6.6

Contents

Growth and characterization of MQW heterostructures

6.3.1 Selection of material composition

6.3.2 Materials characterization

6.3.3 QO and EA characteristics

6.3.4 Growth of the waveguide structure

Fabrication and performance of p-i-n modulators

6.4.1 Fabrication of p-i-n modulators

6.4.2 Measured performance of MQW WA WG p-i-n
modulators

6.4.3 Linearization of MQW EA modulators

Traveling wave EA modulators

EA modulation in a resonator

References

Polymer modulators for RF photonics  Timothy Van Eck

7.1
7.2
7.3

7.4

7.5
7.6

7.7

Benefits of polymer modulators

Benefits for RF links

Electro-optic polymer materials

7.3.1 Chromophores

7.3.2  Guest-host and attached polymers

7.3.3 Thermoplastic, thermoset, and crosslinked polymers
7.3.4 Cladding materials

Methods of fabrication

7.4.1 Device design

7.4.2 Polymer deposition

7.4.3 Waveguide patterning and electrode fabrication
7.4.4 Poling

7.4.5 Endface preparation

7.4.6 Packaging

Frequency response

Approaches to low half-wave voltage

7.6.1 Dependence of V,; on material and device parameters
7.6.2 Geometrical factors

7.6.3 Material factors

Summary

References

Photodiodes for high performance analog links P. K. L. Yu and
Ming C. Wu

8.1

Introduction
8.1.1 Definitions
8.1.2 Receiver figures of merit for analog links

181
181
183
185
186
186
186

188
189
194
198
200
203
203
204
206
207
208
208
209
209
209
210
211
212
213
214
214
220
220
220
223
227
227

231
231
231
235



10

Contents

8.2 Overview of photodetector structures for analog links
8.2.1 P-N and PIN photodiodes
8.2.2  Schottky photodiodes and MSM photodetectors
8.3 Noise sources in optical receivers
8.4 Nonlinearity in photodetectors
8.4.1 Carrier transport and circuit element effects
8.4.2 Geometrical effect
8.5 Recent advances in photodiodes
8.5.1 High speed surface normal photodiodes
8.5.2 Waveguide photodiodes
8.5.3 Traveling wave photodiodes and velocity-matched
photodiodes
8.5.4 Uni-traveling carrier photodiodes
References
Opto-electronic oscillators X, Steve Yao
9.1 Introduction
9.1.1 Review of oscillators
9.1.2 Signal generation for RF photonic systems
9.1.3 OEO - A new class of oscillators
9.2 Basics of the opto-electronic oscillator
9.2.1 Description of the oscillator
9.2.2 Quasi-linear theory of the OEO
9.2.3 Experimental verification

9.2.4 Compact OEO with integrated DFB laser/modulator

module
9.3 Multi-loop opto-electronic oscillator
9.3.1 Single mode selection
9.3.2 Analysis
9.3.3 Experiment
9.4 Summary and future directions
Acknowledgements
References
Photonic link techniques for microwave frequency
conversion Stephen A. Pappert, Roger Helkey, and Ronald
T. Logan Jr.
10.1 Introduction
10.1.1 RF system frequency allocation and requirements
10.1.2 Benefits of frequency converting photonic links
10.2 Optical local oscillator signal generation
10.2.1 Heterodyned laser techniques

ix
235
236
238
240
242
242
245
247
247
248

250
252
253
255
255
255
256
257
258
259
260
273

278
280
280
281
285
287
290
290

293
293
295
296
297
298



11

12

10.3

10.4

Contents

10.2.2 Harmonic carrier generation using integrated
optical modulators

10.2.3  Optical local oscillator generation comparison

Microwave frequency converting photonic links

10.3.1 Frequency conversion configurations

10.3.2 Link gain and noise suppression

10.3.3 Dynamic range

10.3.4 Applications

Summary

Acknowledgements

References

Antenna-coupled millimeter-wave electro-optical
modulators  William B. Bridges

11.1
11.2

11.3
11.4
11.5
11.6
11.7
11.8
11.9

11.10
11.11

Introduction

Velocity mismatch in traveling wave electro-optic
modulators

RF loss in the traveling wave electrodes

“True” velocity matching

Velocity matching “on the average” by phase shifts
Velocity matching on the average with a corporate feed
Effect of transmission line loss in N re-phased segments
Antenna-coupled modulators — initial experiments
Millimeter-wave modulator experiments at Caltech
11.9.1 A 60 GHz phase modulator

11.9.2 A 94 GHz Mach-Zehnder modulator

11.9.3 A 94 GHz directional coupler modulator
11.9.4 The slot Vee Mach—Zehnder modulator

Other antenna-coupled modulators

Summary and suggestions for future projects in
antenna-coupled modulators

Acknowledgements

References

System design and performance of wideband photonic phased
array antennas  Gregory L. Tangonan, Willie Ng, Daniel Yap,

and Ron Stephens
12.1  Introduction
12.2  Modern wideband arrays
12.3  LO distribution as an example of RF photonic signal remoting
12.4  Demonstrations of wideband photonically controlled

phased arrays

377
377
378
381

385



12.5

Index

Contents

12.4.1 Phase steering and true time delay (TTD) steering
for wideband arrays

12.4.2 True time delay demonstration systems

12.4.3 Dual band transmit array

12.4.4 L-band conformal radar with 96 elements

12.4.5 SHF SATCOM array for transmit and receive

12.4.6 Multibeam Rotman lens array controlled by an
RF-heterodyne photonic BFN

New architectures for photonic beam steering

Acknowledgements

References

xi

385
386
387
388
391

393
396
398
398
401






Contributors

Garry E. Betts
MIT Lincoln Laboratory
Lexington, MA 02173-9108, USA

John E. Bowers

Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

University of California Santa Barbara

CA 93106, USA

William B. Bridges

California Institute of Technology
M/S 136-93, 1200 E. California Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91125, USA

William K. Burns
Naval Research Laboratory
Washington DC, 20375-5000, USA

William S.C. Chang

Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

University of California San Diego

La Jolla, CA 92093-0407, USA

Charles Cox

Research Laboratory of Electronics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, MA, 02139, USA

Roger Helkey
Chromisys Corp.

25 Castilian Drive
Goleta, CA 93117, USA

Marta M. Howerton
Naval Research Laboratory
Washington DC, 20375-5000, USA

Ronald T. Logan
Phasebridge Inc.

859 S. Raymond Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91105, USA

Xiaolin Lu

Morning Forest, LLC
Highlands Ranch,
CO, USA

Willie Ng

HRL Laboratories, LLC

M/S RL64, 3011 Malibu Canyon Road
Malibu, CA 90265, US

Stephan A. Pappert

Lightwave Solutions, Inc.

8380 Miralani Drive, Suite B
San Diego, CA 92126-4347, USA

Joachim Piprek

Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

University of California Santa Barbara

CA 93106, USA

Ron Stephens

HRL Laboratories, LLC

M/S RL64, 3011 Malibu Canyon Road
Malibu, CA 90265, US

xiii



Xiv List of contributors

Greg Tangonan

HRL Laboratories, LLC

M/S RL64, 3011 Malibu Canyon Road
Malibu, CA 90265, US

Timothy Van Eck

Lockheed Martin Space Systems
Company

3251 Hanover Street

Palo Alto, CA 94304, USA

Ming C. Wu

Department of Electrical Engineering
University of California Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1594

X. Steve Yao

General Photonics Corporation
5228 Edison Avenue,

Chino, CA 91710, USA

Daniel Yap

HRL Laboratories

M/S RL64, 3011 Malibu Canyon Road,
Malibu, CA 90265, US

Paul K. L. Yu

Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering

University of California San Diego

La Jolla, CA 92093-0407, USA



Introduction and preface

RF technology is at the heart of our information and electronic technology.
Traditionally, RF signals are transmitted and distributed electronically, via elec-
trical cables and waveguides. Optical fiber systems have now replaced electrical
systems in telecommunications. In telecommunication, RF signals are digitalized,
the on/off digitally modulated optical carriers are then transmitted and distributed
via optical fibers. However, RF signals often need to be transmitted, distributed
and processed, directly, without going through the digital encoding process. RF
photonic technology provides such an alternative. It will transmit and distribute RF
signals (including microwave and millimeter wave signals) at low cost, over long
distance and at low attenuation.

RF photonic links contain, typically, optical carriers modulated, in an analog
manner, by RF subcarriers. After transmission and distribution, these modulated
optical carriers are detected and demodulated at a receiver in order to recover the
RF signals. The transmission characteristics of RF photonic links must compete
directly with traditional electrical transmission and distribution systems. Therefore
the performance of an RF photonic transmission or distribution system should
be evaluated in terms of its efficiency, dynamic range and its signal-to-noise ratio.

RF photonic links are attractive in three types of applications. (1) In commercial
communication applications, hybrid fiber coax (HFC) systems, including both the
broadcast and switched networks, provide the low cost network for distribution
of RF signals to and from users. RF photonic technology has already replaced
cables in commercial applications such as CATV. (2) At high frequencies, tradi-
tional microwave and millimeter wave transmission systems, using coaxial cables
and metallic waveguides, have extremely large attenuation. Electrical systems are
also complex and expensive. Other advantages of RF photonic methods include
small weight and size, and immunity to electromagnetic disturbances. RF photonic
systems offer an attractive alternative to traditional electrical systems at high fre-
quencies. However, much of the RF technology for high frequency application is

XV



XVi Introduction and preface

still in the research and development stage. It is important to understand the opera-
tion of each new development and to assess the implication of each new component
before any application of the photonic link. (3) Once the RF signal is carried on
an optical carrier, photonic techniques may be used to process the RF signals. An
obvious example is the frequency up- or down- conversion of the RF signal. There-
fore, photonic RF signal processing represents a potential attractive application
area for new applications. However, in photonic RF signal processing, the system
performance will have additional requirements than just the requirements for band-
width, efficiency and dynamic range. For example, the phase noise of the RF signal
becomes an important consideration in sensor applications.

System design consideration and the choice of the technologies and components
to be used in RF photonic links, as well as the evaluation of their performance
characteristics, are very different for analog links than for digital optical fiber links.
For example, the “on—off” threshold switching voltage of a modulator is important
for digital communication systems while the slope efficiency is the important figure
of merit for analog modulation. A thorough understanding of the analog system
issues and component requirements is necessary for a successful system design.

This monograph describes, in detail, the various key components and technolo-
gies that are important in analog RF links. The components are evaluated in terms
of their potential contributions to the RF links, such as RF efficiency, bandwidth,
dynamic range and signal-to-noise ratio. Since the modulation of an optical carrier
is much smaller than its bias for analog links, a special feature of the analyses
presented in this book is the use of small signal approximations with emphasis on
the reduction of nonlinear distortions.

The objectives of this book are: (1) to present to the reader various key tech-
nologies that may be used in RF photonic links: (2) to assess the significant aspects
of various technologies; (3) to explore extant and potential applications of such
technologies; (4) to illustrate specific applications of RF photonic links.

The analyses of basic RF photonic links are presented in Chapter 1. The analyses
show clearly the important figures of merit of various components and the system
objectives of analog RF photonic links. Chapter 2 describes the role of RF subcarrier
links in commercial local access networks. Modulation and detection techniques are
of particular importance in RF photonic links, because they determine the nonlin-
ear distortion, the bandwidth, the efficiency, and, in certain cases, the noise of such
links. Chapters 3 to 7 describe various modulation techniques, including the direct
modulation of semiconductor lasers, the LiNbO; external modulators, the traveling
wave modulator, the polymer modulator and the electroabsorption semiconduc-
tor modulator. The basic materials and principles of operation, the performance
expectation and the advantages and limitations of each modulation technique are
presented. In Chapter 8, a description of the key features of various detectors is
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presented. In the next three chapters, Chapters 9 to 11, three novel techniques, pho-
tonic frequency up- and down-conversion, integration of antenna and modulators
at high millimeter wave frequency and optical generation of high RF frequency
oscillation are discussed. They may offer hitherto unavailable opportunities for
applications of RF photonic technology. Since RF modulation of optical carriers
can be transmitted via fibers over long distance and with true delay, RF photonic
technology can be used for antenna remoting and RF signal processing. Chapter 12
illustrates an important application of RF photonic technique to antenna remoting
and to the phased array antennas.

University of California, San Diego William S. C. Chang
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Figures of merit and performance analysis of photonic
microwave links

CHARLES COX
MIT, Cambridge, MA

WILLIAM S. C. CHANG
University of California, San Diego

1.1 Introduction

Microwave links serve important communication, signal processing and radar func-
tions in many commerical and military applications. However, the attenuation of
microwave RF signals in cables and waveguides increases rapidly as the frequency
of the signal increases, and it is specially high in the millimeter wave range. Optical
fibers offer the potential for avoiding these limitations for the transmission of RF
signals.

Photonic microwave links employ optical carriers that are intensity modulated
by the microwave signals' and transmitted or distributed to optical receivers via
optical fibers. Since the optical loss for fibers is very low, the distance for photonic
transmission and distribution of microwaves can be very long. When the modulation
of an optical carrier is detected at a receiver, the RF signal is regenerated. Figure 1.1
illustrates the basic components of a simple photonic microwave link.

Since the objective of a photonic microwave link is to reproduce the RF signal at
the receiver, the link can convey a wide variety of signal formats. In some applica-
tions the RF signal is an unmodulated carrier — as for example in the distribution of
local oscillator signals in a radar or communication system. In other applications
the RF signal consists of a carrier modulated with an analog or digital signal.

From the point of view of input and output ports, photonic microwave links
function just like conventional microwave links. A common example is to transmit
or to distribute microwave signals to or from remotely located transmitting or
receiving antennas via optical fibers. Another common example is to distribute
cable TV signals via optical fibers. Not only RF signals can be transmitted in this
manner; microwave functions such as mixing (up-conversion or down-conversion)
of signal frequencies can also be carried out photonically. We will discuss the

! Intensity modulation is in universal use today. Modulation of other parameters of the optical wave, such as its
frequency, is in the research stage.
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pm,o P d,o
RF Input RF-to-Optical Optical-to-RF RF Output
——» Modulation [JQ O Q| Demodulation ———»
P Device T Device P

Optical Transmission
Medium

Figure 1.1. Basic components of a fiber optic link: modulation device, optical fiber and
photodetection device.

figures of merit and performance measures of photonic RF transmission links in
this chapter. The details of devices for the conversion between the RF and optical
domains are discussed in other chapters of this book.

The objective of RF photonic links is clearly to achieve the same functions as
conventional microwave links with longer distance of transmission, reduced cost,
better performance, higher operating frequency, or reduced complexity and size.
For this reason, their performance will be evaluated in terms of the criteria for
microwave links. For microwave links — which are passive — typical performance
criteria include just RF loss and frequency response. There is no nonlinear distortion
or additional noise unless the signal is amplified. In photonic microwave links
however, additional noise, such as the laser noise, can degrade the noise figure, and
nonlinearity of the modulation process can reduce the spurious free dynamic range.
Therefore, for microwave transmission and distribution using photonic links, which
are more like active RF components, the important performance criteria are: (1) the
RF gain and frequency response, (2) the noise figure (NF), and (3) the spurious
free dynamic range (SFDR). These topics will be discussed in Sections 1.2, 1.3,
and 1.4, respectively. For systems involving frequency mixing the figures of merit
and the performance will be discussed in chapters presenting these techniques.

From the optical point of view, the magnitude of the RF intensity modulation is
much less than the intensity of the unmodulated optical carrier. For this reason, one
can analyze the link in the small signal approximation. Consequently, at a given
DC bias operation point, the time variation of the optical intensity can be expressed
as a Taylor series expansion about this DC bias point as a function of the RF signal
magnitude.

To demonstrate clearly the system impact of such photonic link parameters as the
CW optical carrier intensity, the noise, and the nonlinear distortion, we have chosen
to discuss in this chapter the properties of just an intrinsic RF photonic link. In an
intrinsic link no electronic or optical amplification is employed. An RF signal, at
frequency w, is applied to a modulation device to create intensity modulation of an
optical carrier. The modulated carrier is transmitted to the receiver by a single fiber.
The RF signals generated by the photodetector receiver constitute the RF output
of the link. Only direct detection of the optical intensity (without amplification or
any noise compensation scheme such as coherent detection) is considered for our
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discussion. Distribution of the optical carrier is limited to a single optical receiver.
RF gain, NF and SFDR of such a basic link are analyzed in this chapter. Analysis
of complex links involving amplification, distribution, and schemes for noise or
distortion reduction, can be extended from the analysis of the intrinsic link.

There are two commonly used methods to create an RF intensity modulation of
the CW optical carrier; one is by direct RF modulation of the laser and the second
one is by RF modulation of the CW optical carrier via an external modulator.
When the distinction between these two modulation methods is not germane to the
discussion, we refer to them collectively as the modulation device. The RF gain,
the NF, and the SFDR for both methods are discussed here.

1.2 Gain and frequency response

Conversion efficiencies, especially of the modulation device, are typically less than
10%, which leads immediately to photonic link losses of greater than 20 dB! This
situation has motivated considerable work on efficiency improvement techniques.
Conceptually there are two routes one can pursue: (1) improve the modulation
device, and (2) improve the circuit that interfaces the modulation signal source to
the modulation device. In this chapter we set up the analytical framework that shows
how each of these approaches affects the solution. We also present an introductory
investigation of how the interface circuit can improve performance.

The linear RF gain (or loss) of the link, g, is defined as the ratio of “the RF
power, pj, at frequency w delivered to a matched load at the photodetector output”
to “the available RF power at the input, ps, at a single frequency w and delivered
to the modulation device.” That is,

g =2 (1.1)
Ps

Frequently the RF gain is expressed in the dB scale as G, where G; = 10log,, g
If G is negative, it represents a loss.

The RF gain of a photonic link is frequency dependent. For links using simple
input and output electrical circuits consisting of resistances and capacitances, their
RF gain generally decreases as the frequency is increased. To quantify the low pass
frequency response, the RF bandwidth fg is defined as the frequency range from
its peak value at DC to the frequency at which G drops by 3 dB. For a bandpass
frequency response, which requires a more complex driving circuit, the G peaks
at a center frequency. In this case, the bandwidth is the frequency range around the
center frequency within which G, drops less than 3 dB from its peak value.

There are three major causes of frequency dependence. (1) The directly modu-
lated laser or the external modulator for the CW laser may have frequency dependent
characteristics. (2) The voltage or current delivered to the modulation device may
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vary as a function of frequency due to the electrical characteristics of the input
circuit. (3) The receiver and the detector may have frequency dependent responses.

Let pm,o be the rms magnitude of the time varying optical power at frequency o
(immediately after the modulation device) in the fiber. Let py , be the rms magnitude
of the optical power at w incident on the detector. Here, the subscript o denotes
optical quantities, subscript m designates modulated optical carrier at @ at the
beginning of the fiber and subscript d designates modulated optical carrier at w
incident on the detector. Quantities that do not have the o subscript apply to the RF.
Then

Pd.o = TM-DPm.o> (1.2)

where Ty_p is the total optical loss incurred when transmitting the optical modu-
lation from the modulation device to the detector. This quantity includes the prop-
agation loss of the fiber and the coupling loss to and from the fiber. Since pp o
is proportional to the current or the voltage of the RF input, pﬁw is proportional
to ps. Since the RF photocurrent at w generated by the detector is proportional
to pq.o and since the RF power at the link output is proportional to the square of
the photocurrent, pi o 1s proportional to pjyaq. Substituting the above relations into
Egs. (1.1) and (1.2) we obtain:

2
o = pm,o T]\%[_])(}’l;)ad) (133)
pS pd,O

or

2
G = 10log,, (pmﬁ) + 201log;, Tm-p + 10log, (@) (1.3b)
p

S d,o

Strictly speaking, the definition of gain requires an impedance match between
the modulation source and the modulation device. A typical RF source can be
represented by a voltage source with rms voltage vy at a frequency w in series with
an internal resistance Rs. As we will see below few, if any, modulation devices have
an impedance equal to Rs. There are clearly myriad circuits that can accomplish the
impedance matching function. The selection for any particular application depends
upon many criteria — primary among them are cost, bandwidth and efficiency. We
have chosen a few illustrative examples below; a more comprehensive discussion
is included in the book by Cox [1].

The simplest — and least expensive — form of matching is to use a resistor.
However a resistor is a lossy device, so this form of matching is not very efficient.
Thus lossless impedance matching (an ideal situation that can only be approximated
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in practice) offers greater efficiency but at increased circuit complexity, and hence
cost. We will present one example from both categories in the discussion below.

As will become clearer in the sections to follow, p?mo /Ps 1s an important figure of
merit because it contains the combined effects of the modulation device impedance
and slope efficiency. To get a feel for pé’o /ps, we will present explicit formulations
for several representative cases. In each case we will need to derive two expres-
sions: one for the relationship between the modulation source power, ps, and the
modulation voltage or current; and one relating the modulation voltage or current
to the modulated optical power, pn o. Thus the defining equation for przm0 /ps will
be different for different methods used to obtain the RF modulation of the optical
carrier.

1.2.1 The przn’ o/Ps of directly modulated laser links

The optical power output of a semiconductor laser is produced from the forward
biased current injected into its active region. Figure 1.2 illustrates the instantaneous
optical power pr.(t) (pL(t) = pL + p1.o) as a function of the total injected current
iL(t), (iL(t) = I + i)). Here, the bias current is I, and i is the small-signal RF
modulation, i.e., iy < Ir.. If the modulation current is ~/2is cos wf where i is the
rms magnitude of the RF current, then p , is the rms magnitude of the laser power

Ly

P 4 Y
(mW) Pl

l¢
<

iys ma)

Figure 1.2. Representative plot of a diode laser’s optical power, p , vs. the current through
the laser, i, with the threshold current, It, and a typical bias current, i;, for analog
modulation.
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at w. Clearly, there is an approximately linear dependence of the change of py(¢)
on the change of i (¢) in the range from the lasing threshold to the saturation of the
laser output.

Direct modulation of semiconductor lasers (i.e., direct modulation of i (¢)) is sim-
pler to implement than external modulation. Hence it is the most commonly used
method to achieve intensity modulation of the optical carrier, primarily because it is
less expensive. However, the useful bandwidth of modulation is limited to the range
from DC to the laser relaxation reasonance, which is typically a few tens of GHz.
There is a detailed discussion of the modulation bandwidth, the noise, the nonlinear-
ity, and the modulation efficiency of semiconductor lasers in Chapter 3 of this book.

The slope efficiency of the laser s; is defined as the slope of the pr () vs. iL(¢)
curve at a given laser bias current I in Fig. 1.2,

51 =dpr(t)/diL()|, = pro/ 1. (1.4)

Here, s; includes the power coupling efficiency of the laser output to the guided
wave mode in the fiber.

The i) is determined from the analysis of the circuit driving the laser. The laser
can be represented electrically by an input impedance consisting of a resistance Ry,
in parallel with a capacitance C..

It is well known in circuit theory that the maximum RF power is transferred
from the source at voltage vg to the load impedance when the load impedance
is matched to the source impedance, Rs. This maximum available power, py, is
v2/(4Rs). Therefore the design goal of any RF circuit driving the laser is to provide
an impedance match from R and Cy to Rg.

Let us consider first a simple resistively matched driving circuit illustrated in
Fig. 1.3. This is applicable for frequencies where the reactance of the capacitance,
XL, =1/jwCL, > Ry. For in-plane lasers, typically Rs > Ry ; thus a simple way
to satisfy the matching condition at low frequencies is to add a resistance Ryarcu

Ry Ryaren )

MW o o AA—

() v G-

————0 e,

| | | [ |
Modulation Impedance Diode

Figure 1.3. Circuit for a resistive magnitude match between a source and a diode laser
whose impedance is represented by the parallel connection of a capacitor and a resistor.
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in series with the laser so that
Ry + Rmarcu = Rs. (L.5)

Ohm’s law permits us to write the expression for the laser current, which in con-
junction with Eq. (1.4) yields an expression for the modulated laser power, viz.:

w2 e St (1/2)?
(RL + Rmatcn)’ L™ Rl + Rmarcn Ry

Dividing the second equation in (1.6) by the maximum power available to the laser
at this terminal, ps, (vs/2)?/Rs, yields an expression for pfo /Ps:

i (1.6)

&% = i (1.7)
Ps R;

The frequency variation of pfo / ps depends on the frequency dependencies of
both ij and s;. The frequency dependency of s, will be discussed in Chapter 3; for the
purposes of the present discussion it will be assumed to be a constant, independent
of frequency.

We can get a feel for the frequency dependency of i; from the simple circuit of
Fig. 1.3. At frequencies higher than DC, i; drops because of Cy . From the analysis
of the circuit shown in Fig. 1.3, we obtain

. Vs
i = ,

RL
Rs+ R 4L
S AT T R GwCr)

. i
=
T T4 R
1
2Rs + (Rs + Ryviarcu)(jwCrL) Ry,

[P1ol = s1li1] = s1vs

’

Pl st 1
Ps RS 1 + 7 _ & 2 RL(,()CL 2
R 2

In addition to the frequency variation of sy, this matching circuit will cause a 3 dB
drop of | p1.o|*/ ps whenever

(1.8)

RLwC 1
LOTL . (1.9)

The simple circuit illustrated in Fig. 1.3 may be replaced by any one of a num-
ber of more sophisticated circuits that matches Ry and Cp more efficiently to Rg.
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i
R, i ip _1>
Ry
-0
~
St pl,o
Np:1
| Il Y L
Modulation Impedance Load
Source Matching
Transformer

Figure 1.4. Circuit for an ideal transformer magnitude match between a source and a diode
laser whose impedance is represented by the parallel connection of a capacitor and a resistor.

Consider here a matching circuit that can be represented symbolically as an ideal
transformer as shown in Fig. 1.4. To achieve the desired match, the turns ratio of
the transformer is chosen such that

N} R.=R,, and iy = Nii,. (1.10)

We obtain from conventional circuit analysis:

. Vs NL
= ,
"7 2R+ RRL(jwCy)
2 2N2
PLol” _ sklc - (1.11)
n e (]
2
At low frequencies, jwCy is negligible, and we obtain
2 2
Plo _ Sip2 (1.12)
ps Ry

Thus transformer (lossless) matching, as show by Eq. (1.12), provides a pﬁo /Ps
that is N} times larger than the value obtained from resistive (lossy) matching, as
shown by Eq. (1.7). The frequency response of this driving circuit will cause a 3 dB
drop in pfO /ps when

RLCUCL
2

Comparing Eq. (1.13) with Eq. (1.9), we see that the 3 dB bandwidth of the trans-
former match is a factor of 2 — ﬁ larger than for the resistively matched circuit.
This is an unusual result in that normally one trades increased response for decreased
bandwidth.

=1. (1.13)
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Pm,o Pd,o

Ps PLoAD

) External Optical - RF >

Modulator demodulator
RF input 4 \ RF output

Optical transmission line

CW laser

Figure 1.5. Illustration of an externally modulated fiber optic link.

Given the improvement in gain and bandwidth that is obtained in going from a
resistive to a transformer match, it is natural to ask: how much further improvement
is possible with some other form of matching circuit? Alternatively, one may be
interested in using a matching circuit to provide a large i, i.e., a large gain g, over
only a narrow band. The answers to these questions are provided by the Bode—Fano
limit. A companion book, Analog Optical Links, by Cox [1], also published by
Cambridge University Press, discusses such topics extensively.

The discussion in this subsection is applicable to different types of lasers includ-
ing edge emitting and vertical cavity surface emitting lasers.

1.2.2 The przn’o / ps of external modulation links

For external modulation, the laser operates CW and the desired intensity modulation
of the optical carrier is obtained via a modulator connected in series optically
with the laser. Figure 1.5 illustrates such an external modulation link. Similar to
the case in directly modulated lasers, in external modulation links the frequency
variation of py, , depends on the specific modulator used and on the RF circuit
driving the modulator. Different from directly modulated lasers, the bandwidth of
state-of-the-art external modulators is approximately five times that of diode lasers.
Consequently, the bandwidth of pfn!o / Ps, €ven when a broadband matching circuit
is used, is determined in most applications primarily by the properties of the circuit
driving the modulator.

In comparison with directly modulated laser links, the major advantages of exter-
nal modulation links include (1) the wider bandwidth, (2) higher pi’ o/ Ps> (3) lower
noise figure and (4) larger SFDR. The disadvantages of external modulation links
include (1) the additional complexity and cost of optical connections, (2) the ne-
cessity of maintaining and matching the optical polarization between the laser and
the modulator,? and (3) the nonlinear distortions induced by external modulators.

2 Although polarization independent modulators have been investigated, to date all these modulators have a
significant reduction in sensitivity. Thus they are rarely (never?) used in practice.
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For more than 10 years the most common type of external modulator that has
been considered for RF photonic links is the Mach—Zehnder modulator fabricated in
LiNbOs3. More recently the polymer Mach—Zehnder modulator as well as the semi-
conductor Mach—Zehnder and electroabsorption modulators have all also received
some consideration for these applications. Each of these modulator types can have
one of two types of electrodes: lumped element for lower modulation frequencies
and traveling wave for higher frequencies. These different types of modulators are
discussed in detail in Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 7 of this book.

The early dominance of the lithium niobate Mach—Zehnder modulator led to the
use of the switching voltage for this type of modulator, V (to be defined below),
as the standard measure of modulator sensitivity. However, with the increasing
popularity of alternative types of external modulators — primary among them at
present is the electroabsorption (EA) modulator — there is the need to compare the
effectiveness of completely different types of modulators. Further, there is also the
issue of how to compare the effectiveness of external modulation with direct.

One way to meet these needs, that has proved quite useful from a link perspective,
is to extend the concept of slope efficiency — discussed above for direct modulation —
to external modulation. This is readily done by starting with the external modulator
transfer function, which is often represented in the literature by an optical transmis-
sion T of the CW laser power as a function of the voltage vy across the modulator,
T (vm). To incorporate T (vy) into the external modulation slope efficiency we need
two changes in units: modulation voltage to current and optical transmission to
power. When these conversions are substituted into Eq. (1.4) we obtain

a dp(in)

A 4p _ de(iL)
dlL

dT VM
I dUM

Var d M Var

(1.14)

Sm

Here R is the modulator impedance, P is the CW laser power at the input to the
modulator and V) is the modulator bias point.

Let us assume first that, within a given bandwidth of w, T responds instanta-
neously to vy. In other words, T is a function of the instantaneous V, independent
of the time variation of vy (this compares to the lumped element electrode case). For
example, in Mach—Zehnder modulators whether fabricated in LiNbO3 or polymers,

it is well known that
Trr VM
T=—"|1 , 1.15
2[“‘“(%)] (1)

where T is the fraction of the total laser power in the modulator input fiber that is

coupled into the modulator output fiber when the modulator is biased for maximum
transmission. In a balanced modulator, one of the transmission maxima occurs
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(O

V(D

Figure 1.6. Illustration of the transmission 7 of an external modulator as a function of V.
The V(¢) is illustrated in the inset below the 7' (V') curve. It consists of the bias voltage Vi
and the RF voltage v, (7). The transmittance T as a function of ¢ is shown in the inset on
the right. It consists of a bias transmittance 7y and a time varying transmittance (7).

at vy = 0. V, is the value of vy which is required to shift the modulator from
maximum to minimum transmission; ideally, at minimum transmission 7" = 0.
In electroabsorption modulators,

T = Tppe @OWL, (1.16)

Here, L is the length of the modulator, and « is the absorption coefficient.

The relationship between T and vy is illustrated in Fig. 1.6. At vy = Vyp, the bias
transmission is Ty. The total applied voltage vy consists of the sum of a DC bias
VM and a RF voltage vy, (). For a single frequency RF input, v\(2) = Vi + vin(?)
and vy, (7)) = ﬁvrf cos wt, where vyt is the rms RF voltage applied to the modulator.
The resultant T is T (t) = Ty + tn(?). The resultant 7,,(¢) and the input v, (¢) as a
function of time are illustrated in the two inset figures on the right hand side and
below the T (V) figure. The optical carrier power in the optical fiber transmission
line, immediately after the modulator, is P.T, where PLT = PLT\ + Pptn(?). In
general, T is not a linear function of vy, and ¢, is a distorted cos wt function.

As seen by Egs. (1.15) and (1.16), we often have an analytic expression of
T (vvm) for an external modulator. In such cases, in the small-signal approximation
(vm < VM), T can be expressed as a Taylor series expansion with (v, cos wt)”
terms. The higher order terms give rise to distortions to the modulating signal and
will be discussed again in Section 1.4.

In the first-order approximation (neglecting n > 1terms), we can apply Eq. (1.15)
to Eq. (1.14) to yield an expression for the slope efficiency of Mach—Zehnder
modulators,

T TFF PLR

1.17
A (L.17)

Sm =
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Applying Eq. (1.16) to Eq. (1.14) yields the analogous expression for electroab-
sorption modulators,

T TFF PLR

) (1.18)
2Vzeq

Sm =

where V; ¢4 is defined in Chapter 6.

From Eqgs. (1.17) and (1.18), it is clear that to increase the slope efficiency, one
wants a low value of V; in other words one wants as sensitive a modulator as
possible. It is also clear from these equations that to maximize the slope efficiency
it is equally important to have the product of the average optical power and the
optical transmission as high as possible. Thus one wants a modulator with as little
optical loss as possible and a laser with as high optical power as feasible.

It is important to note that all three of these parameters — V,;, Tgg and Pp — can
be chosen independently. Therefore the upper bound on s, for external modulation
is not set by fundamental limits but by practical considerations. This is in contra-
distinction to the direct modulation case where there is a fixed upper bound to these
quantities that is set by conservation of energy.

At high frequencies, T is no longer just a function of V. T depends on the
time variation of the RF signal. In other words sy, is dependent on w. This case
corresponds to traveling wave modulators, two examples of which will be discussed
in Chapters 5 and 6.

Similar to the case for directly modulated lasers, in external modulation links
the frequency dependence of ppn, is a product of the frequency dependence of
sm and vy. Both the magnitude (e.g., Trr and V;, or V. .q) and the frequency
dependence of s, will be different for different types of modulators such as the
LiNbOj3 and polymer Mach—Zehnder modulators and electroabsorption modulators,
and for different electrode designs such as lumped element and traveling wave. The
sm properties of various modulators will be discussed in Chapters 4 to 7. In the
remaining discussion of this subsection we will assume sy, to be independent of w.

It is important to note that s, and the bandwidth of the modulator cannot be
optimized independently. The V, or V; ¢, i.€., s, is directly related to the Cy; of
the modulator. For example, in a lumped element Mach—Zehnder modulator V; is
inversely proportional to the length of the electrode L, while C), is proportional to
L. Therefore there is a direct trade-off between s, and the bandwidth of przmO / Ps-
The trade-off between s, and the bandwidth for electroabsorption modulators is
discussed in Chapter 6. The common practice for broadband applications is to
determine the largest Cy; that will provide the desired bandwidth and then design
the modulator electrodes, i.e., L, to maximize s, under that constraint.

As was the case with matching to the diode laser, the magnitude and the frequency
dependence of v, will depend on the modulator input impedance, the driving circuit
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design, and the modulator electrode configuration — lumped element or traveling
wave. Further, the matching circuit design approach will be the same as for the direct
modulation case, however the details will be different because external modulators
are voltage controlled devices with high input impedance while the lasers are current
controlled devices with low input impedance.

1.2.2.1 Impedance matching to lumped element modulators

In all lumped element external modulators, vy, the time dependent voltage across
the waveguide, is considered to be independent of the position along the electrode.
Electrically, the modulator electrode behaves like a lumped capacitor in parallel with
a leakage resistance. Although more sophisticated representation of some modu-
lators may include additional resistance or reactance, we will base our discussion
here on an equivalent circuit of a capacitance Cy in parallel with a resistance Ry.
In comparison, the equivalent circuit for forward biased diode lasers has a small
Ry, whereas here Ry, is a high resistance.

As we did for the diode laser, we will present expressions for pfn’o /ps With
resistive and transformer type impedance matches to the modulator. Figure 1.7
shows a circuit using a resistance Ryarcy for matching. Since Ry > Rs, RvmarcH
is placed in parallel with Ry;. From circuit analysis, we obtain

(mrw)
R R RMmR
Vm = Vs E+ Rs , where Rg = _MTMATCH (1.19)
RsRg . Rm + RmarcH
14+ ——(joCwnm)
Rs + Rg

For maximum transfer of RF power at low w, Rg is designed to be equal to Rs.

<> s § Ryiarcu RM§:>’;“ —=Cy

L o o
| | | Il |
Modulation Impedance Mach-
Source Matching Zehnder

Resistor Modulator

Figure 1.7. Circuit of aresistive magnitude match between a resistive source and the parallel
connection of two lumped elements — R and C — which represent a first order impedance
model for a Mach—Zehnder or an electroabsorption modulator.
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Rg
— A o
C) Vg Vi g RM§ =Cyu v,
4_/
o o
1:N
[ I M |
Modulation Transformer Mach-Zehnder
Source Match Modulator

Figure 1.8. Circuit for an ideal transformer magnitude match between a source and the RC
impedance model for a Mach—Zehnder or an electroabsorption modulator.

Therefore,

2 2
Pino _ Sm 1

= — . 1.20
Ps Rs 1+ (wCyRs/2)? (120)

Higher efficiency matching can again be obtained using a lossless circuit that can
be represented as a transformer matching the input impedance to Rs. Figure 1.8
illustrates the use of an ideal transformer to match the input impedance of a mod-
ulator to Rs. Since Ry > Rs, we need a step-up transformer for matching, with
NI%,I Rs = Ry and vy, = Nyv;. From the circuit analysis we obtain

Ru 1/2

Vm = NmV = Nmv -
" MY (Ru 4 N2Rs) + N2RsRu(joCy) L4 [NmRm(jwCw)/2]
and
Pno _ 3uMi 1 . (1.21)
Ps Rs (NwaRSCM)Z
L+ (2

Comparing Eq. (1.20) with Eq. (1.21), we conclude that the transformer matching
yields a low frequency gain that is Ni; times larger than the resistive matching.
However we also note that the transformer match bandwidth is N lower than
the resistor match bandwidth. This represents the more typical situation where
the gain increases by the same factor that the bandwidth decreases such that the
gain—bandwidth product remains constant.

1.2.2.2 Impedance matching to traveling wave modulators

In Chapters 5 and 6, it will be shown that the electrodes of traveling wave mod-
ulators form an electrical transmission line. When the electrical propagation loss
is negligible, the transmission line has a real characteristic impedance Z, which is
independent of w. The transmission line is usually terminated with a load resistance
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Ry, where Ry = Ry so that the input equivalent impedance of the terminated
modulator is just a pure resistance Ry. In this case, the results obtained in Egs. (1.19)
to (1.21) are applicable, except that Cyy = O under this condition. The equations
predict and infinitely wide bandwidth. If Ry = Rs(Rs is usually 50 ohms), we have
an ideal match to the modulation source without the use of any matching circuit.
Although it is desirable to design Z to be close to Rg from the impedance match-
ing point of view, Z is often considerably lower than Rg to obtain a large s,,. The
trade-offs between s, and Z, for Mach—Zehnder and electroabsorption modulators
are discussed in Chapters 5 and 6. In reality, if Z is significantly different than Rg,
it is difficult to obtain a broadband match.

1.2.3 The p\/pj , of photodetectors

The photodiode generates an RF current ig which is proportional to the optical power
at the frequency w incident on the photodiode, pq .. In other words, ig = $4pd.0,
where 54 is the slope efficiency of the photodiode in units of A/W. Let the photodiode
be represented electrically by R, Cp, and Rp, as shown in Fig. 1.9. R is the leakage
resistance of the reverse biased photodiode. It is typically very large compared to
Rp and Ry pap- The RF output power from the photodiode is delivered to the load
shown as Ryopap, where Ryoap > Rp. To maximize the power transferred to the
load, we need to match R, Cp, and Rp, to Ry oaD.

As an example, we have chosen the transformer matching circuit shown in
Fig. 1.9. In this case,

iLoap = Npia,

N,
D i, (122

ILOAD =
. Rp + N3 Rioap
(RD + N]gRLOAD)(Ja)CD) +1+ —_

R
ig=sq Pa,o iy i]oad
> AMA——
Rp
~ f) R§ - % Rioap
Pd,o
Np
L I [
Photodiode Impedance Load
Matching
Transformer

Figure 1.9. Schematic of simple, low frequency photodiode circuit model connected to an
ideal transformer for magnitude matching the photodiode to a resistive load.



16 Charles Cox and William S. C. Chang

For a practical transformer turns ratio, NI%RLOAD cannot match R. Thus
R > Rp + NI%RLOAD, and we obtain:

P _ ifoapRroap _ NEsiRLoap (1.23)
pcziyo (id/sd)2 (RD + N]%RLOAD)za)ZC% +1

Equation (1.23) allows us to explore the changes in gain and bandwidth as a
function of Np. Let us assume that s4 is independent of w within the frequency
. = Np. (1.24)

range of interest, then
/ P
2
Pdo INp/ Pd,oINp=1

Rp+ R 1
D+ Moap o~ (1.25)

Rp+ N3Rioap Nj

Lo D1
Gain increase|jow o = ——

Bandwidth increase =

Equations (1.25) and (1.26) express the same result we obtained for the modulator,
that the product of gain and bandwidth is a constant. Consequently detector circuits
(i.e., the Np) can be designed to provide the highest gain within a desired bandwidth.

In reality the slope efficiency s4 also has a bandwidth dependence. Detectors with
large sq4 have generally small bandwidth. Figure 1.10 shows the slope efficiency of
some commonly used photodetectors versus the 3 dB frequency. Chapter 8 dis-
cusses in detail the sq4 for various photodetectors.

1 T
® PIN (1500 nm)
N Waveguide (830 nm)
08 5@ O Waveguide (1000 nm) -
7@ B9 B Waveguide (1300 nm)
—~ 2m B Waveguide (1500 nm)
E & MSM/Schottky (600 nm)
= 0.6 - | b
=]
E =3 @1l e12
é N 14
= 04+ 10 -
% 40 86 Al3
7
02 A LS .
N 18
0 ]
10 100 1000

Figure 1.10. Plot of photodetector slope efficiency vs. upper 3 dB frequency for various
photodetectors.
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1.2.4 General comments on link gain

We can now combine the specific expressions of the previous sections into the
general expression for link gain, Eq. (1.3a). For the low frequency gain of a direct
modulation link we insert Egs. (1.12) and (1.23) — the latter with @ — 0 — into
Eq. (1.3a) to obtain:

2.2

Nis

8t-DM = R_lsgN]%RLOAD = S12S§|RS: (1.26a)
s

Rioap;NL=Np=1

The analogous expression for an external modulation link is obtained by substi-
tuting Egs. (1.20) and (1.23) into Eq. (1.3a). We continue to assume that @ = 0 in
Egs. (1.21) and (1.23). The result is

2.2
S
Mms

Rs

In comparing Egs. (1.26a) and (1.26b) we see one of the advantages of expressing

the link gain in terms of slope efficiency: a simple expression which can be applied
to both types of modulations.

In all early links — and most links today — g < 1, which means the links have

_ 2272 _ 22
8i-DM = aNpRLoAD = 51,54 ‘RSZRLOAD;NM=ND=1 (1.26b)

loss. This is consistent with the fact that the slope efficiencies of conventional diode
lasers and PIN photodetectors are constrained by energy conservation to be < 1.
By inference, it was assumed that the slope efficiency of external modulators was
also constrained to be < 1.

There are two general approaches to reducing the link loss, which may be used
separately or in conjunction. For narrow band links, it is possible to trade ex-
cess bandwidth for reduced loss. To achieve gain in a directly modulated link, for
example, requires Rp/Ry, > sis3. This has been demonstrated experimentally by
Ackerman et al. [2]. The Bode—Fano limit defines the extent of this trade-off [3].

The other general approach to reduce the link loss is to increase the slope ef-
ficiency. This is a broadband approach that does not involve a gain—bandwidth
trade-off. Although in principal it would be equally effective to improve the slope
efficiency of either the modulation device or the photodetector, in practice all at-
tention has focused on improving the modulation device.

The first theoretical study — and experimental verification — of improved slope
efficiency was by Cox et al. [4] for external modulation. This work demonstrated
a slope efficiency of 2.2 W/A and a net link power gain of 1 dB out to 150 MHz.
More recently Williams et al. [5] have applied this technique to produce an external
modulation link with 3 dB gain over 3 GHz.

Itis also possible to improve the broadband slope efficiency of direct modulation.
One technique for doing so is the cascade laser — as proposed and demonstrated by
Cox et al. [6]. Using discrete devices, a link gain of 3.8 dB has been achieved over
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a bandwidth of < 100 MHz. Further improvements are anticipated as integrated
versions are developed.

1.3 Noise figure

Noise plays important roles in setting the minimum magnitude signal that can be
conveyed by the link and in contributing to the maximum SFDR for RF photonic
links. The SFDR of RF photonic links will be discussed in detail in Section 1.4. We
will focus our discussion in this section on noise sources and the noise figure.

For RF photonic links the noise power at the output of the link n,, is related to
the noise at the input of the link n;, by the noise figure, NF, which is defined as,

NF = 1010g10( Sin/ Min ) = 101og,, ( Tow )

Sout/ Mout gMin
where nj, = kT,Af and T, =290K. (1.27)

Here, si, and s, are the RF signal power at frequency w at the input and the output
of the link, respectively, k is Boltzmann’s constant and A f is the noise bandwidth.
When the input and output terminals are matched, sy /si, is the gain of the link g,
which we learned how to analyze in the previous section.

The two forms of Eq. (1.27) make clear a couple of facts about the noise figure:
(1) when there is no noise added by the link, the minimum NF is O dB, and (2) NF
does not depend on the signal power sjj.

Clearly, noy will be larger than gn;, because of the additional noise contributions
from the laser, the detector and the circuit elements. Therefore, we can rewrite
Eq. (1.27) as

Mout = gMin + Nagq and NF = 101og,, (1 4 add ) (1.28)

8tNin
From an alternative point of view, the effect of additional noise n,44 in Eq. (1.28)
can be considered as an equivalent additional noise at the input which is 71,44/ g;-
Equation (1.28) can also be generalized to include noise added at any point in the

link Nadd,is
D nagai/si
i

NF =10log,y | 1 + — | . (1.29)
Nin

Here g; is the gain between the link input and the additional noise source.

NF is commonly used to specify the noise property of any RF component.
Equations (1.27) and (1.28) allow us to express nqy in terms of the NF of the
link when n;, = kT,Af. The primary objective of this section is to discuss how to
find the NF of a link.
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1.3.1 Noise sources and their models

There are three dominant noise sources in photonic links: thermal, shot and relative
intensity noise. All noise sources are statistically independent, so the total noise
power from all these sources is simply the sum of the independent noise powers.
In the following subsections, we will show the mean square current representation
of these noise sources.

1.3.1.1 Thermal noise

Whenever any resistor is used in a circuit, it generates thermal noise, which is also
known as the Johnson noise. It is a white noise, meaning that the noise power per
unit bandwidth is a constant, independent of the frequency. To limit the noise power
contributed by such a broadband noise source, there is usually an electrical filter
of bandwidth A f put in the circuit. Only the signals and the noise within this band
need to be considered in the link. The noise contributed by a physical resistance
R is commonly treated as a mean square current noise generator in parallel with a
noise-free resistor R. The mean square noise current of the thermal noise is

7 @, (1.30)
where, T is the temperature in kelvin. For each mean squared current representation,
itis well known in circuit theory that there is also an equivalent mean squared voltage
representation of the same noise source. Figure 1.11 shows that, for terminals A
and B, a vy . in series with R is completely equivalent to the i2,; . in parallel with
R, provided vfoise = Rzifoise.

For any complex impedance, thermal noise is generated in the resistive part of
the impedance. When there is a load matched to R, the noise power delivered to

the load is (i2/4)R = kT Af.

R AN . °

A

2 JE—
C) Vioise <> i 2 R
noise

2 2,
Vhoise R Lroise

Figure 1.11. The equivalent mean squared voltage and current source of noise.



20 Charles Cox and William S. C. Chang

1.3.1.2 Shot noise

Shot noise is generated whenever an electrical current with average value I is
generated via a series of independent random events, e.g. the photocurrent in a
detector. Shot noise is also a white noise source. Within a filter bandwidth A f, the
shot noise is represented by a mean square shot noise current generator (placed in
parallel with a noiseless current generator Ip),

i2, =2qIbAf, (1.31)

where ¢ is the charge of an electron. Note that the shot noise is linearly proportional
to Ip. Thus the shot noise can be larger than the thermal noise for sufficiently large
Ip. It represents one of the disadvantages of using large P in photonic links. For
example, the shot noise at 1 mA of Ip is equal to the thermal noise of a 50 ohm
resistor at room temperature (290 K).

1.3.1.3 Relative intensity noise

There are fluctuations of laser intensity caused by random spontaneous emissions.
These fluctuations are known as the relative intensity noise (rin). The rin is defined
as

Sp2A
yin = PLAS (132)

P

Here _Splz denotes the mean of the squared spectral density intensity fluctuations,
and Pf is the average laser power squared. In general rin is a function of Pf. It
reaches maximum just above the lasing threshold and it decreases as the laser is
above threshold. Relative intensity noise of a laser is usually specified in terms of
RIN. RIN is related to rin by

RIN = 101log,, (rin). (1.33)

The RIN spectrum is not flat and hence this is not a white noise source. However,
for simplicity, most link analyses assume that RIN is a constant within the bandwidth
of interest. RIN also differs for diode and solid state lasers, and for single mode and
multimode lasers. For example, single mode solid state lasers may have a RIN of
—170 dB for Af = 1 Hz, whereas diode lasers typically have a RIN of —145 dB
for Af =1 Hz. L

Both the P{ and the §p{ will produce corresponding currents squared in the load
resistor after detection. Since the same detector and circuit will be used for P? and
8p}, the ratio of 8p?/ P? is the same as i2, /I5’. Hence the relative intensity noise
can be represented as a current generator with a mean square current as

i2 —rin-Ip - Af, (1.34)

rin T
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Notice that i2, is proportional to Ip , whereas the shot noise is only linearly
proportional to Ip. Therefore the RIN noise dominates at high laser average
power.

1.3.2 Noise figure analysis of representative links

To find the noise figure of a link, we need to calculate either the n,44 at the output or
the equivalent noise at the input, Xn; ,q4/gi. In Figs. 1.3, 1.4, 1.7 and 1.8, we have
shown examples of the circuit for the RF source driving the laser or the modulator.
In Fig. 1.9 we have shown an example of the circuit in which the photodetector is
matched to the load. In all links for the transmission of RF, the py, input to the
photodetector is proportional to pp, o, i.€., the modulated output of the modulation
device. If we now add mean square noise current generators at various locations of
the elements (such as the laser, the detector, and the resistance, that generate the
noise) to the driving and detector circuits, we can calculate the resultant n,q4 or the
¥n; 44/ gi from circuit analysis. In such a calculation, all circuit elements, except
the noise sources, will be considered noiseless elements.

Clearly, the NF of a given link will depend on the noise sources, their locations and
the circuit configuration of the link. Fortunately, when the n,4q is caused primarily
by a dominant noise source, other noise sources can be neglected. Whether the
dominant noise mechanism is thermal, shot or RIN noise will depend both on the
operating conditions —such as the bias laser power and the average detector current —
and on the circuit. We will now discuss how to calculate the NF for two cases that
occur frequently.

1.3.2.1 The NF of a RIN noise dominated link using a directly modulated laser

Figure 1.12 shows the equivalent circuits of a transformer matched directly modu-
lated laser link including the noise sources, which is based on the laser and detector
circuits without the noise sources that have been shown in Fig. 1.4 and Fig. 1.9. For
the convenience of calculation, the thermal noises due to the resistances Rs and R,
are represented by the equivalent noise voltage source in series with the resistance.
The RIN noise is shown as a current noise source in parallel with the photodetector:

V2 = 4kTRAf,  v: = 4kTRLAY,

ifoap = 4kTAf/RL, i}, = rinE2Af. (1.35)

The RIN of a typical diode laser is < —150 dB/Hz and the average detector
current is 1 mA. Under these assumptions i2, = 1.0 x 107! > E =i} =32x
10722 A%/Hz. Consequently we can obtain a reasonably accurate value for the NF
based on only two contributions to 71,44. One is the thermal noise of Ry.. Since the



22 Charles Cox and William S. C. Chang

2 R
Vi R, 5

S

PLo

~7 CD<> 2, <> ig‘oADg Rioap

pd,o

[

Figure 1.12. The equivalent circuit of a RF link for NF calculation with RIN dominated
noise and a directly modulated laser.

noise source is located in the same loop as the modulation source, it is easy to

verify that this source has the same gain from input to output as the modulation

source. Therefore, its contribution to n,qq is g¢kT A f. The other contribution to 7,44

is the RIN noise. Since it is located at the link output before the transformer, its

contribution to 1,44 can be written by inspection to be N3iZ, RLoapAf -
Consequently, we obtain

akT + %NS RiLoAD i2, RLoap
NF = 101lo 1+ =101lo 24— .
g10 ( gk T E10 leslzsng

(1.36)

Figure 1.13isaplotof Eq. (1.36) withs; = 0.2 W/A,sq = 0.8 A/W,T =290 K,
and Ry oap = 50 2. It confirms our intuition that as the RIN increases so does the
NF.Foran Ip of 1 mA, the shot noise would be equal to the RIN noise at —168 dBm.
Therefore the link would be shot noise dominated for RIN less than —168 dBm.
and the above analysis would need to be modified. Notice also that, even for every
small RIN and shot noise, the NF never decreases below 3 dB [= 10log;,(2)]. The
theoretical limit of the noise figure for any RF photonic link with passive matching
at the input is discussed in more detail in Section 1.3.3.

1.3.2.2 The NF of a shot noise dominated link using an external modulator

Figure 1.14 shows the equivalent circuit for calculating the NF of a RF link dom-
inated by shot noise and using an external modulator. Solid state lasers, which
typically have RIN < —175dB/Hz, have often been used as the CW source for
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Figure 1.13. Plot of the NF of a RIN dominated directly modulated laser RF link as a

function of RIN.
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Figure 1.14. The equivalent circuit of an RF link for NF calculation with external modulator,

dominated by shot noise.

external modulation. The typical P_ = 10 mW and Ty = 3 dB, resulting in an
Ip = 4 mA (for sq = 0.8 A/W). Consequently,

i2 =1.28 x 1072 A*/Hz > i? = 3.20 x 107% A%*/Hz (for R = 50 )
> i2 =506 x 1072 A%/Hz. (1.37)

rin



