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This collection offers pathbreaking framing of the material culture of financialisation. It begins 
with a tight definition of financialisation in order to distinguish the phenomenon of financialisa-
tion from its effects and from the looser associations prevalent within much of the literature such 
as the presence of credit or even simply (more extensive) monetary relations. To locate financiali-
sation within economic and social reproduction, of which material culture is a part, close atten-
tion is paid to the distinctive forms of financialisation arising from commodification, commodity 
form and commodity calculation. The differences in the extent to which, and how, these prevail 
are addressed through the innovative system of provision approach and its framing of material 
culture through use of ten distinctive attributes of such cultures, known as the 10Cs (Constructed, 
Construed, Conforming, Commodified, Contextual, Contradictory, Closed, Contested, Collective 
and Chaotic). This framing of the cultures attached to financialisation is then illustrated through 
case studies demonstrating the diverse ways in which shifting cultures have served to embed 
financialisation in our daily lives. After a discussion of the material culture of financialisation  
itself there are two sector examples which review financial cultures in the provision of water  
and housing. These are followed by considerations of financialisation in financial literacy and 
financial inclusion, the media and, finally, well-being.
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ABSTRACT
This paper offers a wide-ranging introduction to the symposium on the
material culture of financialisation. It begins by addressing the nature of
financialisation itself, drawing on a tight definition in order to
distinguish the phenomenon of financialisation from its effects and from
the looser associations prevalent within much of the literature such as
the presence of credit or even simply (more extensive) monetary
relations. In order to locate financialisation within economic and social
reproduction, of which material culture is a part, close attention is paid
to the distinctive forms of financialisation arising from commodification,
commodity form and commodity calculation. The differences in the
extent to which, and how, these prevail are addressed through the
system of provision approach and its framing of material culture
through its use of 10 distinctive attributes of such cultures, known as
the 10Cs (Constructed, Construed, Conforming, Commodified, Contextual,
Contradictory, Closed, Contested, Collective and Chaotic). The analysis is
then illustrated by reference to the papers that follow in this volume
which demonstrate the diverse ways in which shifting cultures have
served to embed financialisation in our daily lives. The first is on the
material culture of financialisation itself and this is followed by a number
of case studies that include the promotion of financial literacy and
financial inclusion, well-being, the media and finally two sector examples
are provided on housing and water.

Introduction

This paper offers a wide-ranging introduction to the symposium on the material culture of financia-
lisation. This collection of papers provides a number of detailed examples of the diverse ways in
which finance and financialisation have become absorbed into many aspects of everyday life and
the way in which material cultures have adapted so that this has become increasingly normalised.
Each of material culture (cultural political economy) and financialisation has now attracted extensive
literatures, incorporating equally diverse sets of conceptualisations that have mixed relations to one
another and to their objects of enquiry. Our approach sets out its own framings in dealing with finan-
cialisation itself and its relationships to economic and social reproduction, including material culture.
These framings may appear to be arbitrary but each has its own logic relative to its subject matter and
to one another, as well as in traversing the connections between financialisation and material culture.
Like others, we seek to escape simple dichotomies in which finance is perceived to be either real or
imagined (fictitious) by forging links in the context of finance between material practices and their
associated meanings (Haiven 2014).
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