


Routledge Revivals

The Old Law by Thomas 
Middleton and William Rowley



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group
http://taylorandfrancis.com

http://taylorandfrancis.com


Edited by 
Catherine M. Shaw

The Old Law by Thomas 
Middleton and William Rowley

Routledge
Taylor & Francis

R
O

U
TLE

D
G

E



ISBN 13: 978-0-367-14916-1 (hbk)
ISBN 13: 978-0-429-05391-7 (ebk)

First published in 1982 by Garland Publishing, Inc.

This edition first published in 2018 by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN
and by Routledge

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 1982 by Catherine M. Shaw

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or 
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now 
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any 
information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the 
publishers.

Publisher’s Note
The publisher has gone to great lengths to ensure the quality of this reprint but 
points out that some imperfections in the original copies may be apparent.

Disclaimer
The publisher has made every effort to trace copyright holders and welcomes 
correspondence from those they have been unable to contact.

A Library of Congress record exists under ISBN:  

52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017, USA



Garland English Texts

Stephen Orgel
Editor

Jerome M cGann
Associate Editor



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group
http://taylorandfrancis.com

http://taylorandfrancis.com


THE OLD LAW 
by Thomas Middleton 
and William Rowley

edited by
Catherine M. Shaw

Garland English Texts
Number 4

GARLAND PUBLISHING, INC. 
NEW YORK & LONDON 

1982



Copyright © 1982 by Catherine M. Shaw 
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Middleton, Thomas, d. 1627.
The old law.

(Garland English texts ; no. 4)
Bibliography: p.
I. Rowley, William, 1585?-1642? II. Shaw, 

Catherine M. III. Title. IV Series.
PR2714.042 1982 822:3 82-880
ISBN 0-8240-9404-2 AACR2

Printed on acid-free, 250-year-life paper 
Manufactured in the United States of America



Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Abbreviations ix

Introduction xi
The Authors xi
The Play xvii

The Date xvii
The Collaboration XX

Early Performances XXV

The Sources xxvii
The Staging of the Play xxxi
Critical Judgment xxxiii

Note on the Text 1
Modern Editions lii
Suggested Reading liii

THE OLD LAW 1

Title-page (Q1656) 1
Persons of the Play 2
Text 3
Notes to the Text 124

V



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group
http://taylorandfrancis.com

http://taylorandfrancis.com


Acknowledgments

I am grateful to the directors and staffs of the British Library, the 
Folger, Huntington, and Newberry Libraries for their unfailing 
help and cooperation and to Professor Virginia Carr for her 
assistance in reading proof and for making helpful textual com-
ments. In particular, I would like to thank the British Library for 
permission to print the title page of the 1656 Quarto of The Old 
Law held in the Ashley Library

Catherine M. Shaw 
Concordia University 
Montréal, Canada

V ll



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group
http://taylorandfrancis.com

http://taylorandfrancis.com


Abbreviations

Bentley G.E. Bentley, The Jacobean and Caroline Stage, 7 
vols. (Oxford, 1941-68)

Chambers E.K. Chambers, The Elizabethan Stage, 4 vols. (Ox-
ford, 1923)

CHEL Cambridge History of English Literature, 15 vols. 
(Cambridge, 1919-1930)

DNB D ictionary of National Biography, (London, 
1885-99)

Greg WW Greg, A Bibliography of the English Printed 
Drama to the Restoration (Oxford, 1939-59)

HLQ Huntington Library Quarterly

MLN Modern Language Notes

MLR Modern Language Review

MP Modern Philology

OCD Oxford, Classical Dictionary (Oxford, 1970)

ODEP Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs (Oxford, 
1970)

OED Oxford English Dictionary, 13 vols. (Oxford, 1933)

Partridge Eric Partridge, A Dictionary of Slang and Uncon-
ventional English (London, 1937)

PMLA Publications of the Modern Language Association

RES Review of English Studies

SP Studies in Philology

IX



SR

STC

Tilley

A Transcript of the Registers of the Company of 
Stationers of London, Edward Arber 1554-1640, 5 
vols. (London, 1875-77; Birmingham, 1894); 
G.E.B. Eyre and C.R. Rivington, 1640-1708,3 vols. 
(London, 1915)

A Short Title Catalogue of Books Printed in En-
gland, Scotland, eP Ireland and of English Books 
Printed Abroad, A.W Pollard and G.R. Redgrave 
1475-1640, 2 vols. (London, 1926); Donald Wing 
1641-1700, 6 vols. (New York, 1945)

M.E Tilley, A Dictionary of the Proverbs in En-
gland in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 
(Ann Arbor, 1950)

x



INTRODUCTION

The A u t h o r s

Thomas M i d d l e t o n ,  t h e  o l d e r  o f  t h e  two d r a m a t i s t s  who 
c o l l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  rThe Old Law3 w as b o r n  i n  
London  i n  1580  t o  Anne and  W i l l i a m  M i d d l e t o n ,  a  b r i c k l a y e r  
o f  no  s m a l l  a f f l u e n c e .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s d e a t h  i n  1586 
an d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  l e g a l  d i s p u t e s  b e tw e e n  h i s  m o t h e r  and  new 
s t e p - f a t h e r ,  Thomas H a r v e y ,  c a u s e d  some d i m i n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  a s s e t s ,  M i d d l e t o n  d i d  a t t e n d  Q u e e n ’ s C o l l e g e ,  O x f o r d ,  
f ro m  1598 u n t i l  1 6 0 0 .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  no e v i d e n c e  h e  was 
e v e r  g r a n t e d  a  d e g r e e .  I n  f a c t ,  a  l e g a l  d e p o s i t i o n  d a t e d  
F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 6 0 1 ,  w h ic h  P .  G. P h i a l a s  c i t e s ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  
’’Thomas M i d d l e t o n  was f o r c e d  by  r e a s o n  o f  some c o n t r o v e r s i e s  
b e tw e e n e  h i s  m o t h e r  and  A l l e n  W a t e r e r  [ M i d d l e t o n ’ s b r o t h e r -  
i n - l a w ]  t o  come f ro m  O x e n f o r d e  t o  h e l p e  h i s  m o t h e r  Anne 
H a r v i e  when h e r  h u s b o n d e  w as  a t  Sea  w h e r e b y  h e  t h i n k e t h e  h e  
l o s t e  h i s  F e l l o w s h i p p  a t  O x e n f o r d e . ” A n o t h e r  d e p o n e n t ,  
t h o u g h  d i s c l a i m i n g  a n y  a c t u a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  
f e l l o w s h i p ,  a d d s  t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  i t  t o  b e  t r u e  f o r  "nowe h e  
[ M i d d l e t o n ]  r e m a y n e t h e  h e a r e  i n  London d a y l i e  a c c o m p a n i n g e  
t h e  p l a y e r s . ’’̂  T h u s ,  a l t h o u g h  M i d d l e t o n  h ad  p u b l i s h e d  some 
n o n - d r a m a t i c  p i e c e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e ,  The Wisdom o f  Solomon 
P araphrased  ( 1 5 9 7 ) ,  M icro-C ynicon3 S ix  S n a r lin g  S a t i r e s  
( 1 5 9 9 ) ,  an d  The Ghost o f  Luereee  ( 1 6 0 0 ) ,  by e a r l y  1601  h e  
had  c h o s e n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t h e a t r i c a l  s e t  a n d  i n  1602 
h i s  name s t a r t s  t o  a p p e a r  i n  H e n s l o w e ’ s Diary l i n k e d  w i t h  
t h o s e  o f  Munday, D r a y t o n ,  W e b s t e r ,  and  D e k k e r , o t h e r  
d r a m a t i s t s  p r o d u c i n g  p l a y s  f o r  t h e  A d m i r a l ’ s company a t  t h e  
new F o r t u n e  t h e a t r e .  I t  w as a l s o  d u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  a p p r e n -
t i c e s h i p  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  m et  a n d  m a r r i e d  M a r i a ,  
t h e  s i s t e r  o f  Thomas M a rb e c k ,  a n  a c t o r  w i t h  t h e  F o r t u n e  
co m p an y .  I t  was n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  M i d d l e t o n ’ s a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  A d m i r a l ’ s o r  h i s  e a r l y  h a c k  w o rk  f o r  H e n s lo w e  t h a t  
g a i n e d  h im  h i s  f i r s t  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  w r i t e r  o f  com edy .  
R a t h e r ,  i t  was a g r o u p  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  som ew hat s a t i r i c  
p l a y s ,  a  num ber  o f  them  L ondon c o m e d i e s ,  w h ic h  h e  w r o t e  f o r  
P a u l ’ s B o y s .  Of t h e s e ,  The P hoenix  ( 1 6 0 3 - 4 ) ,  A T r ie k  to  
Catch th e  Old One ( 1 6 0 4 - 7 ) ,  A Mad Worlds My M asters  ( 1 6 0 4 - 7 ) ,  
and  M ichaelmas Term ( 1 6 0 4 - 6 )  a r e  e x t a n t .  A f i f t h ,  Your F ive  
G a lla n ts  ( 1 6 0 4 - 7 ) ,  may a l s o  b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  g r o u p .

^ ’’M i d d l e t o n ’ s E a r l y  C o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  L aw ,"  SP9 L I I  (1 9 5 5 )  , 
1 9 1 - 2 .
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The y e a r s  b e tw e e n  1 6 0 6 -7  a n d  1611 a p p e a r  t o  b e  
s t r a n g e l y  u n p r o d u c t i v e  o n e s  f o r  M i d d l e t o n  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
d r a m a t i s t .  The c o l l a p s e  o f  P a u l ’ s B o y s ,  who d i s a p p e a r  f ro m  
t h e a t r i c a l  r e c o r d s  a f t e r  J u n e ,  1 6 0 6 ,  may h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h i s .  H o w e v e r ,  H a r o l d  N. H i l d e b r a n d Ts p r o o f  t h a t  
M i d d l e t o n  w r o t e  t h e  n o n - e x t a n t  The V iper and Rev Brood  i n  
l a t e  1605 a n d  p e r h a p s  Your F ive G a lla n ts  ( 1 6 0 4 - 7 ) 2  f o r  t h e  
C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s R e v e l s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  
h ad  a l r e a d y  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  r i v a l  company 
a t  B l a c k f r i a r s  b e f o r e  t h i s .  Y e t  t h e  move was n o t  immed-
i a t e l y  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h r u s t  o n e  d i s a s t e r  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  u p o n  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s R e v e l s .  The s c a n d a l  a r o u s e d  
by t h e  Chapman, J o n s o n ,  M a r s t o n  E astw ard Hoi (1 6 0 5 )  w h ic h  
c o s t  t h e  com pany  i t s  r o y a l  p a t r o n a g e  was f o l l o w e d ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  f u r t h e r  o f f e n c e  g i v e n  by D a y ’ s I s l e  o f  G u lls  
( 1 6 0 6 ) ,  by  t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  e x c o m m u n ic a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  B l a c k -
f r i a r s  t h e a t r e .  I n  1 6 0 8 ,  t h e  com pany ,  now c a l l e d  t h e  
C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  C h a p e l  o r  o f  t h e  R e v e l s ,  was a g a i n  i n  t r o u -
b l e .  C ham bers  c i t e s  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t s  o f  C hapm an’ s Con-
sp ir a c y  and Tragedy o f  Byron  an d  a n o t h e r  unnamed p l a y  a s  
b e i n g  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  ( I I ,  5 3 - 4 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  company d i d  
m an ag e  t o  r a l l y  f ro m  t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  and  f i n d  new q u a r t e r s  a t  
W h i t e f r i a r s  when t h e  K i n g ’ s Men moved i n t o  B l a c k f r i a r s ,  t h e  
w h o le  u n s e t t l e d  a t m o s p h e r e  was h a r d l y  c o n d u c i v e  t o  c r e a -
t i v i t y .

I t  m i g h t  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  c h a n g e s  w e re  o c c u r r i n g  i n  
t h e  A d m i r a l ’ s company a s  w e l l .  The a d u l t  company h a d  b e e n ,  
a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h  i n  1 6 0 3 ,  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  P r i n c e  H e n r y  a n d  came t o  b e  known by  h i s  nam e.  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  c e r t a i n l y  by  1 6 0 6 ,  t h e  name o f  Edward 
A l l e y n ,  s o n - i n - l a w  o f  H e n s lo w e  a n d  a k i n g - p i n  i n  t h e  com-
p a n y ,  had  d i s a p p e a r e d  f ro m  i t s  r o l l s  ( C h a m b e r s ,  I I ,  1 8 6 - 8 ) .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h o u g h  m a i n t a i n i n g  c e r t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  
he  b ecam e  i n a c t i v e  an d  a c t u a l l y  rem oved  h i m s e l f  f ro m  L o n d o n .  
I t  may w e l l  b e  t h a t  t h e  "new b l o o d "  w h ic h  C ham bers  r e c o r d s  
a s  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  com pany  b e tw e e n  1606 and  1610  
was a n t i p a t h e t i c  t o  a  d r a m a t i s t  w h o se  w o rk  f o r  them  h ad  b e e n  
l i t t l e  m o re  t h a n  p i e c e m e a l .

One way o r  a n o t h e r ,  M i d d l e t o n ’ s n e x t  p l a y s  w e re  w r i t t e n  
f o r  t h e  Lady  E l i z a b e t h ’ s Men, a  company w h ic h  i n  M a rch ,
1 6 1 3 ,  a m a lg a m a te d  w i t h  t h e  new C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s 
R e v e l s ,  by  now r e s t o r e d  t o  r o y a l  f a v o u r .  T h e s e  w e re  A

2 "Thomas M i d d l e t o n ’ s The V ip e r 1 s B rood ,"  MLR, XLII ( 1 9 2 7 ) ,  
2 5 - 8 .

x i i



Chaste Maid in  Cheap s id e  ( 1 6 1 1 - 1 3 )  and  No Wit^ No Help L ike  
a Woman ( 1 6 1 3 ? ) .  I t  was p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  L ady  E l i z a b e t h ’ s t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
W i l l i a m  Rowley w i t h  whom h e  l a t e r  c o l l a b o r a t e d  so  s u c c e s s -
f u l l y .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  t h e s e  two p l a y s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
C. W. S t o r k ,  show co m ic  t o u c h e s  w h ic h  h e  a s s i g n s  t o  R o w le y ’ s 
h a n d . 3 I n d e e d ,  a l t h o u g h  a f t e r  1615 M i d d l e t o n  w r o t e  h i s  
i n d e p e n d e n t  p l a y s  f o r  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men, a l l  f i v e  o f  t h e  known 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  M i d d l e t o n  and  R owley w e r e  p r o d u c e d  by 
Lady E l i z a b e t h ’ s o r  by  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ’ ( I )  w h ic h  h a d ,  i n  
t u r n ,  a b s o r b e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m em bers  o f  Lady E l i z a b e t h ’ s by 
M a rch ,  1616 ( B e n t l e y  I ,  1 9 8 - 9 ) .  Among t h e s e  was W i l l i a m  
Rowley who h ad  b e e n  a p r i n c i p a l  member o f  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ’
( I )  company a t  l e a s t  f ro m  1609 when i t  c a r r i e d  t h e  name o f  
t h e  Duke o f  Y o r k ’ s Men.

I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  Rowley m u s t  b e  
g l e a n e d  f ro m  t h e a t r i c a l  o r  l e g a l  r e c o r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
h i s  s t a g e  c a r e e r .  A n y th in g  e l s e  i s  c o n j e c t u r a l .  Even  h i s  
b i r t h  y e a r ,  w h i c h  S t o r k  g u e s s e s  t o  b e  1 5 8 5 ,  i s  a r r i v e d  a t  by 
w o r k in g  b a c k w a r d s  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  R o w le y ’ s name i s  fo u n d  
i n  p r i n t . 4 T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  J o h n  Day and  G e o rg e  
W i l k i n s ,  h i s  name a p p e a r s  on  a  d e d i c a t o r y  l e a f  i n s e r t e d  
a f t e r  t h e  t i t l e - p a g e  l a t e  i n  t h e  p r i n t - o f f  o f  The T ra v e ls  o f  
Three B ro th e rs  ( 1 6 0 7 ) .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h i s  p l a y ,  h i s  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Heywood, F ortune by Land and Sea  ( 1 6 0 7 -  
9 ) ,  a n d ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  R o w le y ’ s own A Shoemaker, a Gentleman  
(1 6 0 8 )  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  by Q ueen  A n n e ’ s Men, t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  
may b e  made t h a t  h e  s t a r t e d  h i s  t h e a t r i c a l  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  
C u r t a i n - R e d  B u l l  com p an y .

M ost  o f  R o w le y ’ s c a r e e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  1 6 0 9 - 1 6 2 3 ,  b o t h  
w r i t i n g  a n d  a c t i n g ,  was w i t h  t h e  Duke o f  Y o r k ’ s Men w h ic h  
becam e  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ’ ( I )  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  P r i n c e  H e n ry  
i n  1612 and  u l t i m a t e l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  L ady  E l i z a b e t h ’ s - P r i n c e ’ s -  
Q u e e n ’ s R e v e l s  c o m p le x  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e .  Y e t ,  p e r h a p s  
som ew hat  i r o n i c a l l y  a f t e r  s u c h  l o n g  l o y a l t y ,  f o r  t h e  l a s t  
two y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  R owley was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men 
f o r  whom, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  he  a c t e d  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a t  
b i s h o p  i n  M i d d l e t o n ’ s A Game a t  Chess ( 1 6 2 4 ) .  B e n t l e y  
g i v e s  a  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  d o c u m e n te d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
R o w le y ’ s l i f e  w i t h  b o t h  P r i n c e ’ s ( I )  an d  K i n g ’ s ( I I ,  5 5 5 -  
5 5 8 ;  V, 1 0 1 4 - 1 0 1 8 ) .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t e r m s  o f

 ̂ W illiam  Rowley: H is " A l l ’s L o s t by L u s t"  and "A Shoemaker> 
A G e n tle m a n ” ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 9 1 0 ) ,  p p .  4 7 - 8 .
4 i b i d . p p .  7 - 8 .
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h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  i s  t h e  num ber  o f  t i m e s  h i s  name a p p e a r s  
a s  a c t o r .  I t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h i s  
c a p a c i t y ,  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  man o f  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  was a m o s t  
v a l u e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  M i d d l e t o n - R o w l e y  p l a y s .

Comic c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  and  i n c i d e n t  w e re  R o w le y ’ s 
d r a m a t i c  f o r t e  and  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  c r i t i c s  h a v e  d e t e c t e d  
h i s  h a n d  i n  no  l e s s  t h a n  f i f t y  p l a y s . 5 A l t h o u g h  Rowley d i d  
w r i t e  o ne  i n d e p e n d e n t  t r a g e d y ? A l l  rs L o st by L u s t  ( 1 6 1 9 ) ,  and  
h i s  b e s t - k n o w n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  M i d d l e t o n ,  The C hangeling  
( 1 6 2 2 ) ,  was a l s o  a  t r a g e d y ,  n e a r l y  a l l  o t h e r  e x t a n t  p l a y s  i n  
w h i c h  h e  h ad  a  h a n d  a r e  c o m e d i e s  and  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  q u a l i t y  
o f  h i s  c o m ic  s t y l e  i s  f a r c e ;  s o m e t im e s  o u t r a g e o u s l y  o v e r -
d o n e  b u t  r a r e l y  o t h e r  t h a n  g e n u i n e l y  f u n n y  and  w e l l  i n -
t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  th e m e s  a n d  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
d r a m a t i c  m o v em en t.  The b r o a d n e s s  o f  R o w le y Ts h u m o u r ,  p a r -
t i c u l a r l y  when j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  M i d d l e t o n ’ s i n c i s i v e  and  c u l -
t u r e d  w i t  s u g g e s t s  t h e  l u s t y  r o u g h n e s s  o f  t h e  London  s t r e e t s .  
I n d e e d ,  t h e  c o m ic  s t y l e  o f  w h ic h  h e  was so  o b v i o u s l y  a 
m a s t e r  may b e  a  c l u e  i n d i c a t i n g  a  b i r t h  an d  r e a r i n g  i n  t h e  
c i t y  a n d  a n  e a r l i e r  and  c l o s e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w o r k - a -  
d a y  l i f e  o f  t h e  London t h e a t r e  t h a n  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  
h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t .

The t h i r d  name w h ic h  a p p e a r s  on t h e  t i t l e - p a g e  o f  t h e  
1656 e d i t i o n  o f  The Old Law i s  t h a t  o f  P h i l i p  M a s s i n g e r .
J u s t  how much M a s s i n g e r  had  t o  do w i t h  t h e  p l a y  when i t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  o r  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  h e  may h a v e  r e v i s e d  
c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  C o l l a b o r a t i o n .
H e r e ,  i t  i s  m e r e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  t h r e e  p l a y w r i g h t s  i s  u n l i k e l y  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  b e f o r e  1 6 2 1 - 1 6 2 5 ,  t h o s e  y e a r s  i n  w h ic h  
M a s s i n g e r  w r o t e  The Maid o f  Honour, A Hew Way to  Lay Old 
D ebts, The Bondman, The Renegado, a n d  The P a rlia m en t o f  
Love, p l a y s  c e r t a i n l y  w r i t t e n  f o r  L ady  E l i z a b e t h 1s and  
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  P h o e n i x .  A p a r t  f ro m  h i s  b e g i n n i n g s  w i t h  
H e n s lo w e  ( 1 6 1 3 - 1 5 ) ,  M a s s i n g e r f s w r i t i n g  c a r e e r  w a s ,  l i k e  
M i d d l e t o n ’ s ,  p r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men. A l l  
t h r e e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e re  o n l y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h i s  company b e -
tw e e n  1623 a n d  1 6 2 5 ,  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  now a c c e p t e d  
f o r  The Old Law. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  and  M a s s i n g e r  
b o t h  w r o t e  f o r  K i n g ’ s f ro m  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 6 1 5 - 1 6  b u t  The Old 
Law was m o s t  l i k e l y  p r o d u c e d  by  P r i n c e ’ s - L a d y  E l i z a b e t h ’ s 
a s  w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .

S ee  D. M. Robb, "T he  Canon o f  W i l l i a m  R o w le y ’ s P l a y s , "
MLR, XLV ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  1 2 9 - 4 1 .
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U n l i k e  M i d d l e t o n  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  R o w ley ,  P h i l i p  
M a s s i n g e r  was n o t  a  L o n d o n e r  b u t  was b o r n  i n  S a l i s b u r y .  H i s  
b a p t i s m a l  d a t e  i s  Novem ber 2 4 ,  1 5 8 3 .  L ik e  M i d d l e t o n ,  how-
e v e r ,  h e  d i d  a t t e n d  O x fo rd  a l t h o u g h  a g a i n  t h e r e  i s  no  r e c o r d  
o f  a  d e g r e e  b e i n g  g r a n t e d .  A d i s t i n c t i o n  w h ic h  s e t s  
M a s s i n g e r  q u i t e  a p a r t  f ro m  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  two i s  h i s  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  f a t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and  
s o c i a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  H e r b e r t  f a m i l y .  A r t h u r  M a s s i n g e r ,  t h e  
f a t h e r ,  s e r v e d  b o t h  t h e  s e c o n d  and  t h e  t h i r d  E a r l s  o f  
P e m b ro k e .  He w as a l s o  a  f e l l o w  o f  M e r to n  C o l l e g e  and a 
member o f  P a r l i a m e n t ;  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t o  
i n d i c a t e  a  m o re  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  u p b r i n g i n g  f o r  t h e  so n  t h a n  
e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  two d r a m a t i s t s  w i t h  whom h i s  name i s  
a s s o c i a t e d .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  c l o s e n e s s  i n  a g e  o f  P h i l i p  M a s s i n g e r  
and  W i l l i a m ,  t h e  t h i r d  e a r l ,  may s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d r a m a t i s t  
came u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  S am uel  D a n i e l ,  t u t o r  i n  t h e  
H e r b e r t  h o u s e h o l d  f a m i l y ,  c l e a r l y  a c k n o w le d g e d  i n  t h e  
d e d i c a t i o n  o f  The Bondman ( 1 6 2 4 ) ,  i s  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  l i n k  
b e tw e e n  M a s s i n g e r  and t h e  London  t h e a t r i c a l  w o r l d .  The 
t h i r d  e a r l ,  a f t e r  s u c c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  t i t l e  i n  1 6 0 1 ,  showed 
h i m s e l f  k i n d l y  d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d  a  num ber  o f  d r a m a t i s t s ,  n o t  
t h e  l e a s t  o f  whom was W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  i t  
was W i l l i a m  H e r b e r t ’ s a p p e a l  w h ic h  s t o o d  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men i n  
s u c h  good  s t e a d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  Game a t  Chess s c a n d a l  
( 1 6 2 4 )  .

M a s s i n g e r ’ s name f i r s t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e a t r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s  
a r o u n d  1613 w h e n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  no m o re  t h a n  two y e a r s ,  he  
was a w r i t e r  f o r  H e n s l o w e .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  few  
p l a y s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  a s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  f o r  L ady  E l i z a b e t h ’ s ,  
h i s  p l a y w r i t i n g  was c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men; f i r s t  
p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  c o l l a b o r a t o r  w i t h  J o h n  F l e t c h e r  an d  l a t e r ,  
a f t e r  F l e t c h e r ’ s d e a t h  i n  1 6 2 5 ,  a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  d r a m a t i s t  
w i t h  t h i s  c om pany .

Of t h e  t h r e e ,  M a s s i n g e r  l i v e d  t h e  l o n g e s t .  Rowley and  
M i d d l e t o n  d i e d  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  1626  and  1 6 2 7 ;  
M a s s i n g e r  i n  M a rc h ,  1 6 4 0 .  A l t h o u g h  Rowley was a c t i v e  t o  t h e  
end  o f  h i s  l i f e  a s  b o t h  d r a m a t i s t  and  a c t o r ,  M i d d l e t o n ’ s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a b r u p t l y  c u r t a i l e d  a f t e r  
t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  A Game a t  Chess, A p p a r e n t l y ,  o n c e  
M a s s i n g e r  t o o k  o v e r  F l e t c h e r ’ s p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  K i n g ’ s Men he  
d i d  no m o re  c o l l a b o r a t i n g .  He d i d  some r e v i s i n g  o f  e a r l i e r  
K i n g ’ s p l a y s  b u t  m a i n l y  h e  p r o d u c e d  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  num ber  o f  
i n d e p e n d e n t  p l a y s  w i t h  s u c h  r e g u l a r i t y  t h a t  o n e  m i g h t  s u s -
p e c t  him t o  b e  u n d e r  some fo rm  o f  c o n t r a c t .  H i s  l a s t  p l a y ,  
The F a ir  A nchoress o f  P a u s ilip p o  was l i c e n c e d  j u s t  a  few
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